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REPORT 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


Dt'partnicnt  of  Public  liistruetion, 
Hairisburg,  Pa..  November  17.  189<;. 
To  His  Excellency,  Daniel  H.  Hastings,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  endin<?  June  1,  1896. 
being  the  sixty-third  annual  rejiort  upon  tlie  public  schools  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


(I) 
A.--6--96 


s^*/^r, 


(  li  ) 
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REPORT 


To   IIk'  SeiiMle  and  the  House  of  Kepiesentatives  of  the  Coininoii- 
wealth  of  Peimsylvauia: 

lu  submitting  ilie  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1,  1896,  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  the  dimensions  which  the  common  school  system  has  attained 
and  the  liberality  with  which  the  State  and  the  local  boards  of  di- 
rectors are  providing  for  the  future  interests  and  welfare  of  the 
children.  Over  a  million  pupils  attend  the  public  schools;  upwards 
of  twenty-five  thousand  teachers  are  employed  in  the  work  of  in- 
struction, and  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  are  continu- 
ally engaged  in  the  work  of  supervision.  Very  many  palatial  edifices 
have  been  erected  for  school  purposes,  and  the  necessary  text  books 
and  school  supplies  are  furnished  free  of  expense.  The  annual  ap- 
propriation has  reached  the  magnificent  sum  of  five  and  a  half  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  to  this  amount  over  fifteen  and  a  half  millions  more 
were  added  during  the  year  by  local  taxation.  Since  the  first  Mon- 
day of  June  in  the  year  1891  more  than  seventy  millions  have  been 
expended  upon  our  public  schools,  of  which  amount  $26,500,000  will 
have  been  paid  out  of  the  State  treasury  by  New  Year.  During  the 
same  period  over  two  millions  have  been  expended  for  Normal  schools 
and  the  training  of  teachers,  and  amounts  aggregating  couf^iderably 
over  two  millions  were  appropriated  for  the  hospitals  in  which  clin- 
ical instruction  is  given  to  the  students  of  our  medical  colleges,  and 
in  aid  of  other  phases  of  higher  education  at  (he  State  College,  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Western  University  at  Alle- 
gheny. These  figures  would  have  filled  our  fore-fathers  with  as- 
tonishment, especially  those  who  predicted  State  bankruptcy  as  the 
result  of  providing  schools  for  the  people  at  public  expense.  The 
balances  in  the  State  Treasury  as  published  from  (juaiter  to  quarter, 
show  that  the  financial  j)rosperity  of  the  Commonwealth  has  ke]»t 
pace  with  the  expenditures  for  public  education. 

At  a  period  when  eveiybody  is  complaining  of  liard  limes,  the 
annual  reitoit  upon  the  condition  and  ])i-ogi'ess  of  (he  ]»ulilic  scliools 

<  u\  ) 
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naturally  suggests  questions  which  I  urn  on  the  cliect  of  popular 
education  upon  the  earning  power  of  the  individual  and  the  indus- 
trial prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  men  who  think  and 
talk  money  from  January  to  December  are  prone  to  ask  whether 
there  is  any  material  return  for  the  money  expended  upon  our  public 
schools.  Fortunately  a  convincing  answer  is  possible  from  their  own 
point  of  view.  Although  the  return  which  the  schools  make,  can 
not  be  exhibited  at  an  annual  fair  like  the  products  of  the  farm  and 
the  garden,  the  superior  intelligence  which  results  from  good  schools, 
makes  itself  felt  in  more  productive  forms  of  labor  and  in  augment- 
ing the  earning  power  of  the  individual.  These  can  be  measured  in 
dollars  and  cents.  The  general  effect  of  intelligence  upon  the  earn- 
ing power  of  the  individual  is  seen  in  the  figures  of  the  last  census 
which  show  the  average  earnings  of  the  industrial  classes  in  the  differ- 
ent states  of  the  Union  and  the  percentages  of  illiteracy,  that  is,  the 
number  of  persons  out  of  every  hundred  of  the  population  above  the 
age  of  ten  who  are  unable  to  read  and  write.  Wyoming  heads  the  list 
with  an  average  earning  capacity  of  seven  hundred  sixty-eight  (|768) 
dollars  credited  to  the  industrial  classes  and  a  percentage  of  illiteracy 
below  three  and  a  half.  For  New  York  the  average  earnings  are 
five  hundred  forty-nine  ($549)  dollars  and  the  percentage  of  illiteracy 
is  five  and  a  half;  for  Pennsylvania  the  former  figure  is  four  hundred 
ninety-tw^o  (|492)  dollars,  and  the  latter  is  seven  per  cent.;  in 
South  Carolina  the  earnings  sink  to  two  hundred  sixty-seven  (|267) 
dollars,  and  the  percentage  of  illiteracy  rises  to  forty-two  and  three- 
tenths.  As  a  rule  the  earning  power  of  the  industrial  classes  rises 
as  the  percentage  of  illiteracy  falls.  There  are,  of  course,  many  ap- 
parent exceptions,  because  intelligence  is  only  one  of  the  factors 
which  determine  earning  ability.  The  conditions  in  some  countries 
are  far  more  favorable  for  the  wage-earner  than  in  others.  It  would 
be  misleading,  for  instance,  to  compare  Germany  with  the  United 
States,  because  our  natural  advantages  are  far  superior  to  those  of 
the  Old  World.  On  the  other  hand,  no  one  will  claim  that  in  hard 
;iud  soft  coal,  in  petroleum  and  natural  gas,  in  iron  ore  and  other 
mineral  wealth,  in  agricultural  and  industrial  resources  the  Keystone 
State  is  at  all  inferior  to  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Illinois,  Oregon, 
Washington  and  other  states  which  show  a  lower  percentage  of 
illiteracy  and  a  higher  average  in  the  earnings  of  the  industrial 
classes. 

The  conclusion  that  the  earnings  of  a  people  increase  with  their 
intelligence  is  further  substantiated  by  the  investigations  of  Horace 
Maun,  the  results  of  which  were  published  in  his  famous  fifth  re- 
port. More  than  half  a  century  ago  he  addressed  a  circular  letter 
to  the  managers  of  leading  industrial  establishm  nis,  asking  whether 
thev  obtained  more  and  betlci-  work  from  those  who  had  received  a 
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good  couiiiioii  scliool  educaliou  or  Irom  Iho.se  who  hud  grown  up  in 
ignorance,  and  whether  there  was  any  difference  in  their  wages,  due 
to  a  difference  in  earnings  of  those  two  classes.  From  Lowell  he  re- 
ceived a  reply  to  the  effect  that  operatives  with  enough  education  to 
teach  school  received  wages  seventeen  and  three-fourths  per  cent, 
above  the  general  average  of  the  mills  and  about  forty  per  cent. 
above  the  wages  of  those  who  can  not  write  their  names.  From 
Boston  he  received  a  letter  stating  that  the  rudiments  of  a  common 
school  education  are  essential  to  the  attainment  of  skill  and  expert- 
ness  as  laborers,  that  very  few  who  have  not  enjoyed  (he  advantages 
of  a  common  school  education,  ever  rise  above  the  lowest  class  of 
operatives,  and  that  the  labor  of  this  class,  when  it  is  employed  in 
manufacturing  operations  whieli  require  even  a  moderate  degree  of 
manual  or  mental  dexterity,  is  unproductive.  The  letter  further 
states  that  a  large  majority  of  the  overseers,  and  others  employed 
in  situations  which  require  a  good  general  knowledge  of  business, 
and  always  an  exceptionable  moral  character,  have  made  their  way 
up  from  the  condition  of  common  laborers  with  no  other  advantage 
over  a  large  proportion  of  those  they  have  left  behind  than  that 
derived  from  a  better  education.  From  these  and  other  replies, 
Horace  Mann  drew  the  inference  that  "in  great  establishments  and 
among  large  bodies  of  laboring  men,  where  all  services  are  rated 
according  to  their  pecuniary  value,  where  there  are  no  extrinsic  cir- 
cumstances to  bind  a  man  down  to  a  fixed  position,  after  he  has 
shown  a  capacity  to  rise  above  it,  where  indeed  men  pass  by  each 
other  ascending  or  descending  in  their  grades  of  labor,  just  as  easily 
and  certainly  as  particles  of  water  of  different  degrees  of  tempera- 
ture glide  by  each  other — there  it  is  found  as  an  almost  invariable 
fact,  other  things  being  equal,  that  those  who  have  been  blessed  with 
a  good  common  school  education  rise  to  a  higher  and  a  higher  point 
in  all  kinds  of  labor  performed,  and  also  in  the  rate  of  wages  paid, 
while  the  ignorant  sink  like  dregs,  and  are  always  found  at  the 
bottom.''  So  convincing  are  the  facts  that  when  Hon.  Anson  P. 
Burlingame  was  a  visitor  at  a  session  of  the  London  eity  council, 
an  educational  appropriation  was  voted  down  by  a  decided  majority, 
whereupon  a  member  arose,  and  read  extracts  from  one  of  the  re- 
ports of  Horace  Mann,  after  which  the  rouncil  re-considered  its 
action  and  made  the  appropriation. 

the  factory  and  the  school. 

The  relation  of  the  factory  to  the  intellectual  life  of  the  peojjle 
has  often  been  a  theme  of  discussion.  The  fact  that  xcry  many  pu- 
pils leave  school  as  soon  as  they  can  get  work  in  som;'  l.nrge  indns- 
ti'ial  establishment  has  led  niaMv  su|!ertieial  ol>serv  is  to  bdieNc  1h..t 
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factories  do  uol  tliri\e  on  ('(liieated  labor.  The  iactory  is  spokeu 
ol  as  the  leiiiple  of  .Mammon  in  which  Hk-  intellectual  and  moral 
life  of  many  a  child  is  sacriticed  to  llie  pecuniary  interests  of  the 
capitalists.  The  more  favorable  aspects  ai-e  either  not  perceived  or 
purposely  ijj;nored.  Additional  legislation  may  be  needed  to  protect 
childhood  aj^ainst  the  greed  of  parents  and  the  avarice  of  employers, 
but  the  deM'lopnient  of  the  modern  facloiy  has  rather  helped  than 
hindered  the  intellectual  progress  of  Ihe  masses  and  demonstrated 
beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  that  at  our  international  expositions 
the  majority  of  the  premiums  are  carried  off  by  the  competitors  who 
employ  workmen  of  superior  intelligence.  "We  are  living,"  says 
r'arroll  D.  "Wright,  ''at  the  beginning  of  the  age  of  mind  as  illus- 
trated by  the  results  of  inventive  genius.  It  is  the  age  of  intellect, 
of  Inain,  for  brain  is  king,  and  machinery  is  the  king's  prime  min- 
ister. \\'ealth  of  mind  and  wealth  of  })urse  nuiy  struggle  for  the 
mastery,  but  the  former  usually  wins  and  gives  the  crown  to  the  Hux- 
leys,  the  Darwins,  Tyndalls.  Prnctors,  Woolseys  and  Drapers,  rather 
than  to  the  men  who  accumulate  great  fortunes.  It  is  natural  and 
logical  that  under  such  a  sovereignty  inventions  should  not  only 
typify  the  progress  of  the  race,  but  they  should  also  have  a  clearly 
marked  inihience  upon  the  morals  of  people,  a  mixed  influence  to  be 
sure,  as  men  are  what  we  call  good  or  evil,  but  on  the  whole  with  the 
good  vastly  predominant.  "  *  '■  '"  '•  Inventions  have  indeed 
superinduced  the  congregation  of  ignorant  laborers  and  thereby 
given  the  appearance  of  creating  ignorant  labor.  The  great  fact 
remains  that  as  ignorant  laborers  Tire  brought  together,  their  con- 
dition attracts  attention  and  the  public  proceeds  at  once  to  bring  to 
them  educational  facilities.  Invention  was  the  cause  of  their  better 
condition,  for  it  was  not  until  the  factory  system  was  so  thoroughly 
fixed  as  the  industrial  system  of  England  that  Parliament  brought 
under  educational  influences  the  children  of  the  factory.  To  machin- 
ery must  be  attributed  the  great  extension  of  facilities  f(U'  educating 
the  masses.  The  centres  devoted  to  industrial  })ursuits  are  the  (-en- 
t  res  (»f  thought,  of  uK'ntiil  frii  tion.  of  int^<  lligenre  and  of  progress." 

SECONDARY    AND    HICJHER    EDUCATION. 

Tims  far  we  have  been  discussing  our  educat i(Ui;il  system  from  the 
Mlilitarian  or  merc;intile  ])oinl  of  view.  It  is  a  line  of  argument  that 
may  be  paisued  in  advocating  secondary  and  higher  education.  (Jive 
a  youth  the  advantages  of  a  good  high  school  training,  and  yon  have 
immensely  multiplied  his  chances  of  success.  Give  him  the  benetil 
(»f  a  thorough  college  training,  and  yon  have  given  him  the  weapons 
wliicli.  if  rightly  used,  will  ensure  \ictory  in  fighting  life's  battles. 
Ii   is.  iif  rouise.  possible  for  the  graduat<'  of  the  hivli  schonl  mul  i||.' 
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(■((Huge  lu  tiiil.  lie  inav  possess  Uiiowledge  aud  yel  lack  ullu-i  elf 
iiieiits  essential  (o  success,  lie  may  have  developed  tastes  and 
habits  at  school  which  are  a  hiiidrauce  iu  the  struggle  for  bread. 
He  may  have  beeu  taught  to  undervalue  manual  skill  and  to  despisi' 
muscular  effort.  He  may  cherish  false  ambitious  and  false  view.-; 
for  life.  He  may  expect  to  live  b\  his  wits  when  nature  intended 
him  to  be  useful  in  other  ways.  He  may  cherish  ideals  of  literary 
case,  dream  day  dreams  aud  build  air-castlcs  entirely  out  of  harmony 
with  the  age  iu  which  he  lives.  The  grocer  is  punctual  iu  keei)ing  his 
promises;  the  literary  man  often  acts  as  if  he  had  adopted  the 
maxim:  Never  do  to-day  ^^hat  can  be  [)Ut  off  till  tomorrow.  If  foi- 
any  reason  the  college  man  goes  begging  for  bread,  he  is  jtointed  out 
as  a  conspicuous  example  of  failure;  the  institutions  at  which  lie  was 
educated  are  saddled  with  the  blame.  In  spite  of  these  exceytional 
cases,  which  ically  are  so  few  as  to  prove  the  rule,  it  remains  a 
fact  that  intellect  rules  tlie  world,  and  that  iimny  who  succeed  in 
amassing  a  fortune,  lender  no  real  service  to  society  and  would  be 
better  citizeus  if  a  part  of  their  acti\ity  were  directed  into  channels 
other  than  money-making. 

Due  emphasis  should  always  be  laid  upon  the  practical  side  of 
education.  An  education  that  unlit s  a  boy  or  a  girl  for  the  im- 
portant duty  of  earning  a  livelihood,  cannot  be  too  severely  con 
demned.  The  advocates  of  secondary  and  higher  education  often 
do  harm  by  writing  aud  talking  as  if  knowledge  were  to  be  valued 
soleh'  for  its  own  sake  aud  as  if  utilitarian  aims  were  degrading  to 
a  student.  It  is  never  safe  to  undervalue  the  practical  side  of  edu- 
cation. A  system  of  schools  which  does  not  increase  the  bread- 
wiuuing  power  of  a  jjeople,  is  defective.  On  this  earth  the  multi- 
tudes cannot  be  entirely  emancipated  from  the  struggle  for  exis 
tence.  The  necessary  wants  of  the  jdiysical  man  must  be  satisfied 
if  the  higher  life  is  to  thrive  and  bear  its  choicest  fruit. 

The  choicest  products  of  educati<m  can,  however,  not  be  estimated 
in  dollars  and  cents.  Very  many  of  the  best  things  in  life  cannot  be 
bought  with  money;  they  grow  and  develop  as  the  mind  and  the 
heart  grow  and  develop.  You  may  buy  a  tine  house;  but  you  cannot 
buy  a  happy  home — that  must  be  made  by  you  and  by  those  who 
occupy  it  with  yon.  You  can  buy  a  pew  at  chuicli.  but  you 
cannot  buy  an  easy  conscience — Ihat  results  from  your  mannei'  of 
living  and  dealing  with  others.  You  may  buy  a  fine  co])y  of  Shake- 
speare, but  you  cannot  ])urchase  the  ability  to  ajtitreciate  one  of  his 
plays — that  is  a  result  of  culture  and  training.  You  may  ])iiy  tlie 
finest  works  of  art;  but  you  can  never  i)urc]iase  the  power  to  enjoy 
them — that  results  from  the  develojiment  of  your  aesthetic  nature. 
For  1lie  highest  ;in(l  liesi  Iliint'S  in  life  there  is  no  e(|ni\alent  in 
money:  they  can  only  l»e  alt;iine<l  l»y  living  the  hiulicr  life.  Kdnca 
A.* 
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tion  gives  a  mau  more  lliiiigs  to  think  aud  to  eujoy,  increases  the 
range  of  his  interests,  enlarges  the  sphere  of  his  activity,  intensities 
his  life  by  widening  his  knowledge  and  deepening  his  love,  and 
gives  him  power  to  serve  the  State  and  society  in  new  ways  and  to 
make  himself  felt  wherever  life  brings  him  into  contact  with  hu- 
manity. The  cultured  man  can  enter  a  library,  and  there  enjoy  the 
best  thoughts  and  sentiments  of  the  world's  greatest  minds.  High 
thinking  is  better  than  high  living.  Learning  is  preferable  to  lucre. 
It  is  men,  not  resources,  that  make  a  state.  Hence  the  energies  of  a 
government  are  never  better  employed  than  in  fostering  right  educa- 
tion and  in  making  ignorance  impossible.  The  chief  hope  of  Penn- 
sylvania lies  not  in  her  hard  and  soft  coal,  not  in  her  petroleum 
and  her  natural  gas,  not  in  her  sxjlendid  mineral  and  agricultural 
wealth,  but  in  the  brains  and  the  brawn  that  are  now  developing  iu 
the  schools  and  that  will  some  day  control  all  our  resources  for  the 
weal  or  woe  of  mankind. 

Can  we  hope  to  develop  all  the  God-given  powers  of  the  people  of 
our  Commonwealth  by  simply  maintaining  a  system  of  common  or 
elementary  schools?  Far  from  it.  For  this  purpose  high  schools, 
colleges,  technical  and  professional  schools  are  needed.  The  public 
school  system  is  based  upon  the  theory  that  the  poor  as  well  as  the 
rich  are  entitled  to  schooling  at  the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  people  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  our  colleges  and  our  normal 
schools,  enjoy  educational  advantages  at  small  expense.  The  effect 
of  offering  instruction  beyond  the  common  branches  at  these  school 
centres  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  growing  intelligence  of  the 
population  living  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  and  more.  The  farmer 
of  to-day  complains  of  hard  times;  how  much  harder  will  be  the  lot 
of  his  children  in  the  twentieth  century  if  they  do  not  get  educational 
advantages  equal  to  those  enjoyed  by  others  of  the  same  age?  If  the 
disadvantages  under  which  people  in  rural  sections  now  labor,  shall 
not  continue  to  increase,  a  system  of  township  high  schools  must  be 
established  at  central  points,  and  lor  this  purpose  a  liberal  appro- 
priation to  aid  high  schools  maintaining  a  given  standard  should  be 
made  by  the  next  Legislature.  The  example  of  Maine,  Wisconsin 
and  other  states,  has  shown  what  may  be  accomplished  by  appropria- 
tions in  aid  of  secondary  education.  Shall  it  continu-o  to  be  said 
that  on  the  score  of  high  school  and  college  education  Pennsylvania 
is  behind  ovei'v  otlier  state  north  of  INTason  nnd  Dixon's  line? 

THE    HIGHER    LIFE. 

When  Governor  Wolf  urged  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  com- 
mon schools,  he  argued  that  civil  liberty  can  never  flourish  in  the 
same  soil  with  ignorance;  that  Aii'hie  and  intelliuence  are  the  pillars 
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jpou  wliicli  a  republicau  government  may  securely  rest;  that 
without  these  liberty  must  soon  degenerate  into  licentiousness  and 
anarchy.  He  sought  to  dispel  the  notion  that  gold  is  preferable  to 
knowledge,  pointed  out  the  relation  of  universal  education  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  and  maintained  that  a  well 
educated  people  will  always  possess  a  moral  and  physical  energy 
superior  to  an  ignorant  and  illiterate  people.  To  his  honor  be  it 
said  that  so  strong  were  his  convictions  that  he  risked,  yea  sacrificed 
a  term  in  the  gubernatorial  chair  by  his  firm  stand  in  favor  of  free 
schools.  Since  his  time  our  ideals  of  popular  education  have  been 
growing  and  expanding.  We  are  no  longer  satisfied  with  advocating 
free  schools  merely  on  the  ground  that  the  citizen  must  vote  intelli- 
gently. Sex  will  debar  half  of  those  now  at  school  from  casting  a 
rote;  their  mission  as  makers  of  happy  homes  and  teachers  of  the 
rising  generation  is  equally  important.  We  no  longer  think  only  of 
the  dollar  which  the  boy  may  earn;  we  have  added  branches  like 
vocal  music,  which,  if  they  do  not  help  him  "to  earn  bread,  will 
sweeten  all  the  bread  he  may  earn."  The  officers  of  Frederick  the 
Great  noted  with  astonishment  that  in  one  part  of  his  realm  they 
heard  no  national  songs,  no  strains  of  music;  it  was  an  evidence  of 
the  low  social  scale  from  which  the  great  monarch  was  obliged  to 
start  some  of  his  subjects  on  an  upward  career  of  civilization.  No 
child  should  be  compelled  to  suffer  the  loss  which  comes  from  grow- 
ing up  in  a  home  or  a  school  where  no  music  is  ever  heard. 
Few  will  earn  their  living  as  artists,  architects,  or  draughtsmen; 
none  should  grow  up  without  developing  that  power  to  see  things 
as  they  are,  which  comes  from  early  lessons  in  drawing;  or  without 
acquiring  that  ability  to  enjoy  nature  and  art  which  results  from 
early  study  of  natural  scenery,  of  the  fine  arts  and  the  illustrations 
of  the  same  in  school  books.  Few  are  sufficiently  gifted  to  live  from 
the  productions  of  the  pen  or  the  laboratory;  none  should  grow  to 
maturity  without  learning  to  appreciate  literature  and  science.  To 
this  end  our  courses  of  study  are  shaped  and  almost  fabulous  sums 
are  expended  by  our  philanthropic  millionaires.  Society  is  no  longer 
willing  that  the  multitude  shall  spend  their  days  in  dull  drudgery 
rtnd  unenlightened  toil,  but  every  human  being  is  to  be  fitted  nof 
simply  for  some  useful  handicraft  or  business,  but  also  for  life  in  the 
higher  world  of  thought  and  love  and  faith  and  hope.  In  this  con- 
nection the  following  eloquent  words  of  President  Hyde  cannot  be 
too  strongly  urged  upon  the  attention  of  legislators,  teachers  and  all 
others  interested  in  popular  education: 

"This  world  in  which  we  live  is  established  through  wisdom; 
foniiflpd  on  trntb:  uroverned  by  law;  clothed  in  beauty;  crowned 
with  benoficenco.  The  bnsiTieR«!  of  the  school  is  to  open  the  mind  to 
nndprstmid  that  pprfort  wisdom:  to  appreciate  that  wondrous  truth; 
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to  respect  that  universal  law;  to  admire  that  radiant  beauty;  to 
praise  that  infinite  beneficence."  "Humanity,  of  which  we  are  mem- 
bers, has  brought  forth  great  men  and  glorious  deeds;  it  has  formed 
languages  and  reared  civilizations;  it  has  expressed  its  ideals  and  its 
aspirations  on  canvas  and  in  stone;  it  has  uttered  its  joys  and  sor- 
rows, its  hopes  and  fears  in  music  and  poetry.  The  province  of  the 
school  is  to  interpret  to  the  scholar  these  glorious  deeds  of  noble 
men;  to  open  to  him  the  languages  and  civilizations  of  the  past;  to 
make  him  share  the  pure  ideals  and  lofty  aims  of  artist  and  archi- 
tect; to  introduce  him  to  the  larger  world  of  letters  and  the  higher 
realms  of  song."     *     *     ♦ 

"The  public  school  is  the  institution  which  says  that  the  poor  boy, 
though  he  may  eat  coarser  food  and  wear  a  shabbier  coat,  and  dwell 
in  a  smaller  house,  and  work  earlier  and  later  and  harder  than  his 
rich  companion,  still  shall  have  his  eyes  trained  to  behold  the  same 
glory  in  the  heavens  and  the  same  beauty  in  the  earth;  shall  have 
his  mind  developed  to  appreciate  the  same  sweetness  in  music  and 
the  same  loveliness  in  art;  shall  have  his  heart  opened  to  enjoy  the 
same  literary  treasures  and  the  same  philosophic  truths;  shall  have 
his  soul  stirred  by  the  same  social  influences  and  the  same  spiritual 
ideals  as  the  children  of  his  wealthier  neighbors."  (Educational 
Review,  Oct.,  1896,  pages  224  and  234.) 

I  cannot  refrain  from  adding  the  following  words  of  Bishop 
Spalding,  another  warm  friend  of  the  public  schools: 

"As  we  should  strive  to  teach  ourselves  to  take  delight  in  whatever 
is  fair  in  nature,  in  whatever  is  true  or  beautiful  in  literature  or  art, 
so  we  should  learn  to  find  pleasure  in  whatever  bringes  good  to  men, 
and  first  of  all  in  the  welfare  and  success  of  those  around  us  thougk 
they  be  our  foes  and  rivals.  A  noble  man  feels  that  no  human  being 
is  as  happy  as  he  would  have  him  be,  and  thus  he  finds  satisfaction 
in  what  only  embitters  and  saddens  mean  and  narrow  souls.  This 
enlightened  good  will  which  enables  us  to  have  genuine  sympathy 
with  all  men,  is  the  very  soul  of  the  moral  character  which  it  is  tbe 
aim  and  end  of  education  to  form."-- 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION. 

To  doom  a  child  to  labor  when  it  should  be  at  school  is  to  rob  it 
of  time,  talent  and  opportunity  and  to  inflict  harm  upon  the  com- 
munity at  large.  Legislation  has  done  much  to  protect  children 
from  cruelty  and  from  the  dwarfing  effects  of  daily  employment  in 
factories  and  in  coal  breakers  at  too  early  an  age.  The  number  of 
children  employed  in  manufactures  was  first  ascertained  in  the 
census  of  1870,  when  114,628,  including  both  sexes,  were  reported, 
this  number  being  5.58  per  cent,  of  all  employes.    The  number  of 
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children  thus  employed  has  steadily  decreased  till  in  1890,  they  were 
but  2.57  per  cent,  of  the  total.  This  decrease  in  the  number  of  chil- 
dren has  been  not  only  relative,  but  actual,  and  is,  of  course,  due 
primarily  to  legislation  prohibiting  the  employment  of  children  under 
a  given  age  in  any  manufacturing,  mechanical  or  mercantile  estab- 
lishment. Pennsylvania  has  enacted  a  due  share  of  this  kind  of  ben 
eticent  legislation.  Excluded  from  the  factory  and  the  coal  breaker, 
shall  the  boy  be  allowed  to  roam  the  streets  until  he  has  formed  the 
habits  of  a  vagrant  and  been  schooled  in  all  the  vices  of  that  kind 
of  life?  That  were  indeed  a  sure  way  of  graduating  him  into  the 
House  of  Correction  and  ultimately  into  the  penitentiary — estab- 
lishments which  cost  the  State  more  than  her  colleges  and  universi- 
ties. As  against  a  career  of  that  sort  there  was  need  of  legislation 
designed  to  banish  illiteracy  and  to  make  ignorance  impossible.  The 
law  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  has  not  been  fully 
tried;  defects  will  undoubtedly  appear  which  must  be  remedied  by 
future  legislation.  The  question  was  raised  whether  due  provision 
had  been  made  for  paying  the  assessors  for  their  services  in  taking 
the  school  census.  The  question  was  referred  to  the  Attorney  General 
for  an  opinion,  and  under  date  of  April  14, 1896,  Deputy  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Elkin  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  assessors  are  to  be  paid  for 
this  as  for  all  other  services  by  the  county  commissioners.  His 
opinion  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts. 
The  school  census  was  accordingly  taken,  giving  the  number  of 
children  between  eight  and  thirteen  years  whose  attendance  has  been 
made  compulsory  for  a  period  of  sixteen  weeks  during  the  current 
school  year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  commissioners 
failed  to  keep  a  record  of  the  number  of  children  returned  by  the  as- 
sessors. As  fas  as  summaries  could  be  obtained,  they  are  printed  in 
connection  with  the  statistical  tables. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  has  urged  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  in  all  cases  in  which 
no  valid  excuse  for  absence  was  given.  Had  this  duty  been  post- 
poned till  the  last  sixteen  weeks  of  the  annual  school  term,  sickness 
or  other  unavoidable  circumstances  might  have  robbed  many  a  child 
of  the  schooling  contemplated  in  the  law;  or  much  of  its  value 
might  have  been  lost  because  the  classes  would  in  many  cases  be  too 
far  advanced  to  suit  the  needs  of  the  pupil.  During  the  minimum 
time  required  by  law,  covering  about  twenty  months  at  school,  the 
instruction  can  at  best  cover  little  beyond  the  merest  rudiments  of 
an  English  education. 

VACCINATION   AND    COMPULSORY   EDUCATION. 

The  last  legislature  enacted  two  laws  which  in  certain  cases  tend 
to  neutralize  each  other.     The  one  aims  to  bring  all  the  children  to 
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school;  the  other  excludes  those  who  fail  to  present  a  certificate  of 
successful  vaccination.  While  the  former  law  seeks  to  make  illiter- 
acy impossible,  the  latter  dooms  to  ignorance  the  child  whose  parents 
are  opposed  to  vaccination,  or  whose  physician  thinks  he  has  found 
symptoms  of  ill-health  which  in  his  judgment  clearly  contra-indicate 
vaccination.  Even  if  the  parents  and  the  physician  are  mistaken,  the 
mistake  entails  upon  the  child  a  double  misfortune  by  depriving  it 
of  probable  immunity  from  a  loathsome  disease  and  by  excluding  it 
from  school  both  Sundays  and  week  days.  Although  there  is  a  pen 
alty  for  absence  without  suflftcient  excuse,  few  directors  have  the 
audacity  to  prosecute  parents  for  the  non-attendance  of  childreu 
that  the  authorities  themselves  have  excluded  in  obedience  to  law. 
►Shall  the  teacher  or  the  superintendent  be  advised  iu  such  cases  to 
disobey  the  law?  That  would  be  tantamount  to  preaching  anarchy. 
Shall  vaccination  be  made  compulsory?  However  satisfactory  such 
legislation  might  be  to  the  owners  of  vaccine  farms  and  to  health 
oflScers  who  deem  it  a  duty  to  remove  at  any  price  every  possible 
source  of  danger  to  public  health,  no  matter  how  remote,  there  is 
room  for  hesitation  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  carefully  studied 
the  history  of  similar  legislation  in  England.  The  Royal  Commis- 
sion, which  spent  seven  years  upon  the  question,  accepts  the  vaccina- 
tion principle  as  right,  but  advises  that  vaccination  be  no  longer 
compulsory  where  parents  object  to  it.  "There  is  hardly  any  other 
law,"  says  a  letter  to  one  of  our  leading  dailies,  "which  causes  such 
a  vehement  and  bitter  feeling  among  the  poor  as  does  that  one  which 
enforces  vaccination  of  their  children  before  they  are  three  months 
old.  With  many  of  these  children  the  chances  whether  they  will 
live  or  die  are  pretty  even  at  that  period,  and  vaccination  among 
people  dependent  on  the  often  careless  dispensary  officials,  sometimes 
tips  the  balance  towards  death.  In  such  cases  the  funerals  of  the 
little  unfortunates  become  public  demonstrations  in  which  whole 
districts  participate.  Banners  are  carried  and  speeches  are  made, 
cursing  the  government  as  the  murderer  of  innocents.  In  many 
large  towns  this  sentiment  is  so  strong  and  the  class  of  ignorant 
people  who  hold  it  so  numerous  that  local  officials  have  allowed  the 
law  to  become  a  dead  letter — a  thing  which  in  England  is  almost 
unheard  of.  The  terrible  effect  of  this  was  recently  seen  at  Glou- 
cester in  the  shape  of  an  epidemic  of  small-pox  that  carried  off  hun- 
dreds of  victims." 

Ignorance  is  the  source  of  untold  misery,  disease  and  crime.  The 
department  of  public  instruction  has  advised  directors  and  other 
sehoof  officers  to  work  in  liaTmony  with  the  local  boards  of  health 
for  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  childhood  both  from  fhe 
sanitary  find  from  the  intellectual  point  of  view.  By  inducing  the 
pupils  to  observe  the  laws  of  health  and  by  disseminating  among  the 
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people  a  kuowledye  of  Low  coutagious  diseases  may  best  be  avoided, 
one  of  the  chief  hiudrances  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  makinj; 
school  attendance  compulsory  can  be  removed. 

If  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  or  small-pox  prevails, 
it  may  sometimes  be  best  to  close  the  schools  until  the  danger  of  con- 
tagion is  over.  By  vaccination  and  cleanliness  it  is  now  believed 
that  death  by  small-pox  can  be  largely,  if  not  altogether,  prevented. 
In  London,  formerly  so  alllicted  by  this  scourge,  out  of  her  millions 
of  population  there  died  of  it  in  1890  but  one.  The  declaration  of  one 
of  the  most  honored  English  physicians  that  by  the  discovery  of  vac- 
cination Jenner  has  saved,  is  now  saving  and  will  continue  to  save 
in  all  coming  ages  more  lives  in  one  generation  than  were  destroyed 
in  all  the  wars  of  Napoleon,  should  convince  the  public  that  the  aim 
of  the  Stale  Board  of  Health  in  having  a  law  enacted  to  make  vac- 
cination universal  in  Pennsylvania,  was  both  wise  and  laudable. 

The  exercise  of  kindly  persuasion,  good  judgment,  sound  common 
sense  and  proper  care,  lest  violent  prejudice  be  aroused,  is  some- 
times needed  to  temper  the  extreme  rigor  of  the  law  in  regard  to  vac- 
cination and  to  secure  its  gradual  enforcement  all  over  the  State.  If 
every  violation  of  the  act  since  its  ap])roval  on  the  l^tli  day  of  .June. 
1895,  were  visited  w'ith  the  prescribed  penalty,  it  would  pile  up  a  bill 
of  fines  against  the  majority  of  the  superintendents  of  our  Sunday 
schools  which  they  would  be  unable  to  pay,  thus  landing  many  of 
them  in  jail,  including  some  of  the  clergy  who  may  never  have 
known  of  the  existence  of  such  a  law  upon  our  statute  books.  Public 
opinion  at  this  time  would  hardly  justify  such  a  lignrous  enforcement 
of  the  law,  since  in  the  end  the  harm  resulting  from  the  prejudices 
which  would  thereby  be  aroused,  would  far  outweigh  the  good 
which  might  be  accomplished. 

SCHOOL.  HOUSES. 

From  the  sanitary  point  of  view  there  is  much  to  encourage  the 
friends  of  our  public  school  system.  The  construction  of  school 
buildings  is  receiving  the  attention  of  experts  as  never  before.  It 
is  to  be  expected  that  here  and  there  contractors  will  make  mis- 
takes in  their  zeal  to  introduce  the  new  and  to  improve  on  the  old. 
The  experience  of  certain  school  districts  has  shown  Ihc  danger  of 
connecting  school  rooms  with  dry  closets  by  means  of  air  duels. 
When  parents  carry  their  dear-ones  to  the  cemetery,  it  matters  very 
little  to  them  in  their  sorrow  whether  disease  and  death  came 
through  the  carelessness  of  the  janitor,  or  the  defects  of  the  ven- 
tilating system.  In  spite  of  exceptional  cases  the  scl)ool  houses 
erected  within  the  last  decade  in  our  leading  cities  and  towns  have 
better  sanitary  arrangements  than  the  average  home.  In  point  of 
heating,    lighting,    healthful    ventilation    and    other    comforts    the 
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child  in  lii<^  iiuxlci-u  school  house  i.s  hcKcr  oil  lh;iii  the  kings  auU 
queens  of  thi'ee  centuries  ago.  The  contrast  between  the  scliool 
houses  which  were  built  when  coniinon  schools  were  lirst  estab- 
lished and  Ihe  palatial  edifices  recently  erected  in  cities  and  boroughs 
too  numerous  lo  mention,  is  striking  enough  to  silence  the  most  con- 
firmed pessimist;  and  the  only  cause  tor  regret  is  that  the  old  order 
of  things  has  not  yet  passed  away  entirely — a  sufficient  reason,  in- 
deed, for  bringing  out  the  contrast  in  the  strongest  possible  colors. 
Scarcely  sixty  years  ago  a  lecturer  described  a  class  of  school 
houses  which  he  thought  the  scientific  world  would  call  the  sixth 
order  of  architecture,  the  wickerwork  order,  summer  houses  for 
winter  residence,  where  the  ink  on  severely  cold  days  froze  in  the 
pens  of  the  pupils  while  writing,  where  the  teacher  was  literally 
obliged  to  compromise  between  the  sufferings  of  those  exposed  to  the 
cold  of  the  windows  and  those  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  fire,  by  not 
raising  the  thermometer  of  the  latter  above  ninety  degrees  until 
that  of  the  former  fell  below  thirty.  In  the  language  of  the  lecturer, 
a  part  of  the  children  sut'lered  the  Arctic  cold  of  Cajjtain  Ross  and 
Peary,  and  a  part  the  torrid  heat  of  the  Landers,  without  in  either 
case  winning  the  honors  of  a  discoverer.  He  suggested  that  such  a 
school  house  must  have  been  an  excellent  place  for  the  teacher  to  il- 
lustrate one  of  the  facts  in  geogra])hy;  for  five  steps  carried  one 
through  the  five  zones.  Has  this  order  of  architecture  passed  away 
entirely?  The  county  superintendents  report  14,33:5  school  build- 
ings, of  which  11,817  are  said  to  be  good  school  houses.  In  lan- 
guage more  vigorous  than  elegant  one  of  the  superintendents  re- 
minds the  directors  of  their  duties,  by  asking  in  his  annual  report  a 
series  of  the  most  startling  questions  from  which  we  cull  the  follow- 
ing as  specimens  deserving  of  special  attention:  "Are  the  school 
grounds  properly  fenced,  or  are  the  vagrant  hogs  of  the  neighbor- 
hood permitted  to  hold  public  meetings  on  the  school  lot  or  in  the 
school  house  cellar?  *  *  *  Is  there  a  knob  on  the  door  and 
ghiss  in  the  windows,  or  was  your  school  building  the  gloomy  abode 
of  bats  and  tramps  during  the  vacation?  Have  you  placed  fastenings 
(Ml  the  shutters  of  your  buildings  or  is  the  teacher  compelled  to 
invoke  the  aid  of  a  friendly  rail  from  a  neighboring  fence  to  keep 
liiem  (]uiet  on  a  windy  day?  Do  the  flappings  of  the  shutters  in  the 
wiiitiy  wind  ever  seem  to  you  the  spiritual  rappings  of  some  de- 
|)arted  director  who  failed  to  do  his  duty  to  the  school  while  in 
the  fh'sh,  and  thus  in  aimless,  endless  restlessness  returns  with  the 
sighing  and  moaning  of  the  storm  fiend,  as  a  warning  to  the  living. 
Are  there  shades  upon  the  windows,  oi-  does  the  blinding  sun  beat 
ill  upon  unprotected  lu^ads  of  the  children,  impairing  the  delicacy 
;iih1  |)owei'  of  the  human  eye  for  all  time?  Was  the  stove  jiojished 
prior  lo  Ihe  o])eiiiii.u  of  sdu  o],  or  is  il  still  co\(M'ed  with  the  inc?-iisi;i- 
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(ion  <>r  riis(  aiul  lol'iicco  juice  llial  lias  Ik  en  acriiiiiulalL'd  (lining  all 
llie  pulitiral  t-aiiii>aig)is  held  in  it  sin(  c*  (lie  days  of  (icncral  Jackson? 
Is  there  a  door  on  it  wilii  two  whole  hinges,  oi*  does  I  he  wide  ciatk 
in  its  bowl  from  wiiieh  exude  deadly  gases  to  stifle  the  children  and 
retard  their  mental  eilorts,  add  anything  to  its  beauty  aud  utility?" 
Whilst  the  superintendeut  justly  claims  thai  no  other  county  in  the 
State  or  perhaps  in  the  United  States  has  so  many  earnest,  faithful 
and  eflicient  directors  or  so  many  commodious  and  well  equipped 
school  buildings,  and  while  he  claims  that  the  conditions  indicated 
in  his  suggestive  questions  are  not  the  rule  in  his  county,  he  yet 
intinuites  that  some  of  them  are  found  in  some  districts,  a  few  of 
them  in  many  districts,  aud  many  of  them  in  a  few  districts.  Is  the 
improvement  in  the  erection  and  care  of  the  buildings  in  his  county 
not  due  very  largely  to  his  frank  and  fearless  exposure  of  existing 
faults  and  evils,  and  to  his  courageous  and  elociuent  homilies  upon 
the  duties  of  directors  to  tlie  children  under  their  charge?  En- 
thusiasm for  the  common  school  system  coupled  with  the  desire  to 
please  and  a  craving  for  personal  popularity,  is  apt  to  make  the  offi- 
cials unconsciously  hide  the  defects  of  our  school  houses  and  to  cause 
them  to  paint  only  the  bright  side  of  thi^  picture.  With  palatial  edi- 
fices in  our  cities  and  boroughs  to  satisfy  the  public  gaze  it  is  all 
the  more  imperatively  necessary  to  liunt  out  Ihe  weak  ])laces  in  the 
system  and  to  awaken  the  })ublic  conscience  by  calling  attention  to 
school  houses  and  school  surroundings  which  are  a  blot  upon  the 
Keystone  State.  I  suggest  that  during  the  current  year  the  super- 
intendents take  full  notes  of  the  best  and  the  worst  school  houses  in 
their  jurisdiction,  and  that  in  the  next  annual  report  the  truth  be 
fully  told  concerning  the  best  and  the  worst  rural  school  houses  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  needed  improvements  in  the  most  neglected 
districts. 

SANITARY    ARRANGEMENTS, 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  our  school  buildings  cannot  be  too 
closely  watched.  School  rooms  should  be  thoroughly  aired  and 
cleaned  after  the  manner  of  the  good  housewife  before  the  opening  of 
each  school  term.  The  seeds  of  disease  and  dealli  may  lurk  in  the 
cellar,  in  the  closets,  on  the  grounds,  in  the  water  bucket.  On  the 
last  point  it  is  worth  while  to  quote  the  words  of  one  of  the  superin- 
tendents. 

''Many  of  our  schools  have  no  i>rovision  for  a  supj)ly  of  drinking 
water,  and  the  water  in  such  cases  is  brought  from  the  si)riiigs  and 
w^ells  belonging  to  private  dwellings,  often  quite  remote  from  the 
school  house.  Tn  most  of  such  cases  the  water  is  brought  in  a  ])ucket 
and  placed  in  some  corner  of  the  school  room,  wliere  it  gathers  up 
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the  dust  and  absorbs  Llie  noxious  vapors  from  the  ak,  making  it 
unfit  to  drink.  In  many  cases  disease  and  death  lurk  in  the  water 
which  the  children  drink  at  school. 

It  is  just  as  essential  that  there  should  be  a  supply  of  pure  fresh 
water  for  the  school  as  for  the  family." 

The  European  keeps  his  drinking  water  in  bottles  with  glass  stop- 
ples. Would  it  not  be  wise  to  keep  the  drinking  water  of  the  school 
room  in  vessels  provided  with  covers  to  protect  the  same  from  dust 
and  noxious  vapors?  The  growing  practice  of  providing  a  filtering 
apparatus  in  city  schools  cannot  be  too  strongly  commended. 

The  Chinese  agriculturist  working  in  the  hot  sun,  will  not  taste  the 
water  which  is  brought  to  him  for  drinking  purposes,  until  he  has 
built  a  fire  and  heated  it  to  the  boiling  point.  This  custom,  instead 
of  being  a  mere  heathen  superstition,  is  now  known  to  have  a  hy- 
gienic basis  which  should  be  explained  to  every  child  somewhere  in 
the  school  curriculum.  Physicians  now  believe  that  contaminated 
water  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  typhoid  fever.  We  have  no  sta- 
tistics for  the  whole  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  show  how  many  per- 
sons die  of  this  disease  each  year;  but  the  secretary  of  the  Michigan 
State  Board  of  Health  estimates,  from  the  complete  returns  which 
he  receives  from  all  parts  of  that  state,  that  about  one  thousand  per- 
sons die  each  year  in  Michigan  of  typhoid  fever  and  that  from  eight 
to  ten  thousand  are  yearly  sick  from  the  same  disease.  Upon  the 
basis  of  tliese  figures  our  State  Board  of  Health  estimates  that  three 
thousand  deaths  and  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  cases  of  sickness 
arise  each  year  from  this  fever  among  the  population  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Since  sanitarians  agree  that  it  is  a  disease  entirely  preventable 
under  good  hygienic  conditions,  and  since  we  spend  a  very  large 
amount  of  time  in  our  schools  upon  physiology  and  hygiene,  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  recommends  a  wider  dessemina- 
tion  of  information  on  the  prevention  of  sickness  through  the  cir- 
culars of  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  the  most  careful  instruc- 
tion by  teachers  on  the  best  methods  of  preventing  the  spread  of  con- 
tagious diseases.  The  deaths  from  small-pox,  for  the  prevention  of 
which  so  much  time  has  been  expended,  are  few  as  compared  with 
those  from  measles,  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever, 
diphtheria,  croup  and  consumption.  In  so  far  as  death  rates  are 
due  to  the  inclemency  of  the  climate,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
hygienic  laws  which  should  govern  dress,  heating  and  ventilation, 
is  invaluable.  The  death  rate  for  diphtheria  and  croup  has  been 
lowered  by  the  vigilance  of  health  officers  just  as  that  due  to  ty- 
phoid fever  has  been  lowered  where  the  sources  of  water-Puj  ply  enjoy 
protection  by  statute  law.  Those  who  have  charge  of  our  schools, 
either  as  teachers  or  directois,  sliould,  therefore,  second  the  laudable 
efforts  of  our  lienltli   ofRceis  by  judiciously  av;;iling  tjiomsolves  of 
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tlie  sanitary  le<;islatioii  now  ou  our  statute  books.  The  teachers 
should  especially  endeavor  to  supplement  their  text  book  knowledge 
by  the  study  of  standard  works  on  physiology  and  hygiene,  so  that 
their  instruction  is  not  confined  to  endless  reviews  of  stale  subject 
matter,  but  on  the  contrary  enlivened  by  interesting  additions  to 
what  the  text  books  contain.  Mechanical  iteration  is  nowhere  a 
more  radical  fault  in  teaching  and  is  nowhere  attended  with  more 
serious  loss  of  time  and  effort. 

ARBOR  DAY. 

School  houses  should  be  adorned  without  and  within.  The  beauti- 
fying of  the  school  grounds  by  tree-planting  is  one  of  the  purposes  of 
Arbor  Day.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  the 
Governor  annually  appoints  two  arbor  days  in  the  Spring,  one  suited 
for  tree-planting  in  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  the  other  adapted 
to  the  more  rigorous  climate  of  the  northern  jtortions  of  the  State. 
Since  thousands  of  rural  schools,  on  accoiint  of  the  minimum  term 
of  six  months,  are  not  in  session  during  April,  it  has  become  a  time 
honored  custom  for  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  appoint 
an  autumn  Arbor  Day  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing  the  work  of 
tree-planting  in  the  Spring  and  for  the  sake  of  securing  to  the  rural 
schools  the  benefits  of  the  observance  of  at  least  one  arbor  day  each 
year.  Trees  have  ever  been  associated  with  schools  and  seats  of 
learning.  It  is  an  event  deserving  of  record  that  a  tree  which  may 
be  named  the  grand  child  of  Penn's  treaty  elm  was  planted  last 
April  on  the  grounds  in  front  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  by 
his  Excellency  Governor  Hastings.  On  the  autumn  Arbor  Day  the 
Williamson  School  planted  a  thousand  oak  trees.  Since  the  inaugu- 
ration of  Arbor  Day  in  1884  the  Lancaster  high  school  has  planted 
three  thousand  trees  in  and  around  the  city.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  no  record  was  kept  of  the  number  of  trees  which  have  been 
planted  throughout  the  State  in  connection  with  Arbor  Day  celebra- 
tions. The  elms  which  State  Superintendent  Burrowes  planted 
years  ago  on  the  grounds  of  the  Chestnut  street  schools  in  Lancaster 
show  what  a  graceful  and  beneficent  employment  tree  planting  is. 
One  of  his  elms  now  stretches  its  branches  over  a  circular  area  of 
ninety  feet  in  diameter.  Under  its  branches  hundreds  of  children 
l»lay  every  day.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  value  of  such  a  tree 
in  the  education  of  children.  '"Whatever  binds  one  to  his  home  and 
town,  strengthens  his  love  of  country  and  nurtures  all  the  better 
elements  of  his  nature.  Patriotism  does  not  thrive  in  the  soil 
which  produces  no  local  attachments.  The  norand  \^  ithout  a  home, 
as  content  in  one  place  as  in  another  and  happy  nowhere,  is  like  a 
tree  planted  in  a  tub — jjortable,  indeed,  but  at  the  expense  of  growth 
B. -6-96 


xviii  Report  of  the  [Off.  Doc. 

aud  stieiigth,"  Few  objects  are  better  adapted  to  carry  the  associa- 
tions of  school  days  than  a  familiar  tree.  It  continues  to  grow  upon 
the  spot  where  it  was  planted  while  those  who  played  under  it  are 
scattered  over  the  globe  in  the  pursuit  of  fortune  or  in  the  struggle 
for  existence.  As  it  grows  in  size  and  spreads  its  branches  those 
who  sat  under  it  and  played  in  its  shade  may  be  growing  in  fame 
and  affluence,  but  they  come  back  to  repose  under  its  branches  and 
to  talk  of  earlier  and  happier  days  in  which  the  future  was  radiant 
with  hope  and  the  heart  had  not  been  soured  by  disappointment. 
While  the  tree  stands  their  hearts  will  cling  to  the  town  where  their 
boyhood  was  spent,  and  their  patriotism  will  continue  to  grow  by 
reason  of  the  local  attachments  which  were  formed  during  the  days 
when  they  studied  and  played  under  the  old  tree. 

Arbor  Day  has  an  economic  value  which  should  be  pressed  home 
to  our  people.  Scientists  assert  that  forests  act  as  condensers  of  the 
moisture  of  the  winds  and  that  four-fifths  of  the  rain  which  falls  on 
a  wooded  area  is  held  for  gradual  distribution  by  springs  and 
streams,  whilst  but  one-fifth  of  the  rainfall  is  held  by  tracts  devoid  of 
trees,  the  other  four-fifths  being  carried  otf  in  destructive  floods  and 
freshets.  The  destruction  of  forests  has  made  the  -Juniata  valley 
the  mother  of  floods.  Its  chief  city  has  year  after  year  been  threat- 
ened with  the  direst  water  famine.  During  a  recent  conflagration 
the  municipal  authorities  decided  that  it  was  cheaper  to  let  the  fire 
burn  than  to  waste  water  by  trying  to  extinguish  the  flames.  On 
the  other  hand  the  state  of  Nebraska,  carved  out  of  the  region  which 
the  geographies  used  to  call  the  Great  American  Desert,  and  where 
the  books  said  no  trees  would  grow,  is  now  the  foremost  state 
in  tree  planting.  On  its  soil  Arbor  Day  was  born.  Its  people  have 
shown  the  value  of  tree  planting  for  fuel  and  lumber,  for  condensing 
the  vapors  of  the  winds  into  clouds  and  rains,  and  thereby  adding  to 
th(^  areas  which  can  be  brought  under  successful  cultivation.  Let 
the  pupils  be  taught  to  observe  Arbor  Day  so  that  they  may  learn 
how  to  plant  trees  and  to  prevent  their  wanton  destruction  by  fires 
and  other  agencies,  that  they  may  learn  to  appreciate  the  scenery  of 
beautiful  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  may  grow  up  with  a  patriotic 
love  of  their  State  and  their  native  land  and  Avitli  tastes  which  will 
imjiel  tliem  to  care  for  and  adorn  their  homes,  their  school  yards 
and  I  he  areas  set  apart  as  public  parks  and  ])leasure  grounds. 

The  celebration  of  Arbor  Day  is  part  of  a  larger  system  of  educa- 
tion which  is  surely  coming.  Said  a  Yale  professor:  "I  have  re- 
cently talked  with  students,  sons  of  well-to-do  families,  who  could 
not  give  the  names  of  three  kinds  of  trees  in  our  streets.  'Hiey  have 
grown  up  as  ignorant  of  the  trees  of  our  forests  and  the  crops  of  our 
*ields  ns  a  Hottentot  grows  up  ignorant  of  tlie  stars."  To  know  the 
name  of  a  tree  is  to  know  the  one  tiling  about  a  ti'ee  with  which  Ihe 
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(Jieatoi-  liii.s  had  lillU'  or  iiulhinj;  lo  do;  .y«.'l  ij^noraiicc  <tt  Hm-  iiaiii«- 
is  evidoiitc  ol"  ignorance  of  ils  (lualilifs  and  uses  and  beauties.  Had 
the  tree  been  observed  and  studied  and  discussed,  it  would  iiave 
received  a  name  even  if  it  were  not  the  scieutilic  or  botanical  nana*. 
Our  ignorance  of  trees  is  but  an  example  of  the  wide  spread  ignor- 
ance of  our  people  concerning  tlie  daily  marvels  which  transpire 
around  them  in  the  natural  world.  France  and  Germany,  Belgium 
and  Switzerland,  Austria  and  Russia  have  thousands  of  little  school 
gardens  connected  witli  the  elementary  schools  and  the  normal 
schools,  not  gardens  metaphorically  speaking  like  the  kindergarlens, 
but  literal  gardens  in  which  the  pupils  and  their  teachers  learn  how 
to  prepare  the  soil  and  i)lant  the  seed,  how  lo  weed  the  garden  and 
destroy  the  noxious  insect,  and  how  by  skillful  tillage  and  the  use  of 
fertilizers  two  blades  may  be  made  to  grow  where  but  one  grew  be- 
fore. Secretary'  Edge  says  that  of  the  four  million  dollars  which 
the  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  expend  annually  upon  fertilizers,  one 
million  is  wasted  through  ignorance  of  the  commonest  principles  of 
agriculture.  May  we  not  hope  for  an  era  in  education  in  which  the 
battle  of  the  kine  and  the  swine  will  have  been  fought  and  won, 
so  that  the  money  now  wasted  upon  fences  may  be  expended  upon 
school  gardens,  an  era  in  which  the  rural  school  will  no  longer  Itc 
satisfied  with  words,  words,  words,  with  figures,  sums,  problems  and 
answers,  an  era  in  which  the  boy's  eyes  and  mind  will  observe  the 
marvels  and  enjoy  the  l)eauties  of  the  farm,  the  garden  and  the 
forest,  an  era  in  which  the  average  man  will  think  it  as  great  a  dis- 
grace to  be  ignorant  of  the  common  trees,  plants,  flowers,  birds  and 
insects  as  he  now  deems  it  to  be  ignorant  of  the  letters  of  the  English 
alphabet,  or  of  the  candidates  of  his  political  party,  or  of  the  people 
who  have  been  his  next  door  neighbors  during  half  a  life-time. 

EXTRAVAGANCE. 

A  good  teacher  is  wortli  his  weight  in  gold.  A  jioor  teacher  is  too 
dear  at  any  price.  To  employ  an  inferior  teacher  for  the  sake  of 
saving  a  few  dollars,  is  an  inexcusable  waste  of  resources  because  it 
wastes  the  time,  efforts  and  brains  of  the  children,  than  which  there 
is  nothing  more  valuable  in  the  Commonwealth.  No  extravagance 
in  the  j)urchase  of  books,  charts,  maps,  a])paratus  and  other  appli- 
ances can  make  uj»  for  the  loss  inflicted  upon  the  community  by  the 
employment  of  an  inefficient  teachci-. 

There  is  a  form  of  extravagance  of  which  the  tixpayer  justly  com- 
plains. No  sooners  w^as  our  general  school  ajip:  opriatirn  raised  to  five 
millions  llian  the  shaiks  began  to  scent  prey  from  afar.  First  came 
the  agent  with  charts  for  leaching  physiology  which  were  sold  at 
high  figures  so  as  to  |iermit.  when  necessary,  the  payment  of  large 
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commissious  to  «ub-ageuts  aud  liberal  fees  Lu  directors'  sous  for 
delivering  the  same  to  the  various  school  houses  in  the  district.  Some- 
times careless  directors  were  inveigled  into  signing  contracts  which 
made  them  individually  liable  for  the  purchase  if  they  failed  to 
ratify  the  sale  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  or  to  lift  the  charts 
at  the  exjDress  office.  Next  came  the  block  man  selling  lumber  at 
fancy  prices  in  the  shape  of  geometrical  forms  which  the  skillful 
teacher  constructs  out  of  paper  in  so  far  as  she  needs  them  in  the 
elementary  school.  Finally  came  the  map  man,  selling  relief  maps 
at  one  hundred  dollars  per  set.  The  consequences  were  soon  visible. 
When  school  boards  in  rural  districts  invest  from  thirty  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  school  house  for  maps  and  other  apparatus,  it 
means  lower  wages,  inferior  teachers,  stinting  of  text  books  and 
school  supplies,  and  sometimes  shortening  of  the  school  term.  "I 
am  well  satisfied,"  says  one  county  superintendent,  "that  if  I  had  the 
money  that  has  been  spent  in  the  purchase  of  charts,  globes,  blocks 
and  other  apparatus  which  is  rarely  used  and  which  lies  in  the  closet 
or  in  some  corner  under  the  dust  for  nine-tenths  of  the  time,  I  could 
supply  every  school  under  my  jurisdiction  with  an  International 
Dictionary,  the  People's  Cyclopedia,  a  set  of  good  outline  maps  and 
have  at  least  ten  dollars  for  each  school  with  which  to  start  a  li- 
brary." "Teachers  and  school  officers,"  says  another,  "are  beginning 
to  recognize  that  elaborately  constructed  charts  and  complex  appa- 
ratus will  not  take  the  place  of  a  good  teacher.  And  unless  used  by 
one  who  is  skillful  and  thoroughly  equipped,  such  apparatus  is  ab- 
solutely worthless.  The  purchase  of  expensive  appliances  has  in  a 
number  of  instances  necessitated  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  or  the  shortening  of  the  school  term.  This  is  not  only  a 
deplorable  condition  of  affairs,  but  a  most  reprehensible  practice  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  charged  with  the  mission  of  expending  the 
money  of  the  people  in  the  interests  of  the  children.  Reading  charts, 
outline  maps,  globes,  dictionaries  and  books  of  reference  are  among 
the  essential  devices  to  aid  teachers  and  pupils  and  these  can  be  pur- 
chased at  a  comparatively  small  cost." 

"Some  restriction,"  says  a  third,  "is  needed  to  guard  against  oc- 
casional fits  of  lavish  outlay  in  fancy  school  charts  whose  chief  use 
seems  to  be  to  gather  dust  or  to  be  locked  up  in  a  hard  wood  case  in 
some  out  of  the  way  place  in  the  school  room."  The  Consolidated 
School  Code  of  New  York  limits  the  amount  which  can  be  spent  annu- 
ally for  charts,  maps  and  school  apparatus  to  twenty-five  dollars  per 
school.  This  may  partly  explain  wh}'  certain  charts,  maps  and 
globes  can  be  purchased  by  the  school  trustees  for  almost  half  the 
price  paid  by  school  boards  in  Pennsylvania.  Claims  against  school 
districts,  if  just,  can  always  be  collected;  hence  the  honest  director 
ought  to  be  able  1o  buy  books,  maps,  globes  and  charts  at  the  loAvest 
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iiiarUet  prices.  SSo  long  us  our  Siatr  lias  no  law  to  pieM-uL  oxtrava- 
gauce  ill  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus,  the  fcsupei'iutenUeiits  can- 
not be  too  vigilant  in  their  efforts  to  counteract  the  seductive  meth- 
ods of  the  chart  agent,  the  map  man,  the  globe  sclh-r  and  the  block 
peddler. 

distribution  of  the  school,  appropriation. 

The  method  of  distributing  the  annual  school  appropriation  is 
based  upon  the  number  of  resident  taxables  in  the  several  districts 
as  reported  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  by  the  county 
commissioners  after  each  triennial  assessment.  It  discriminates 
against  the  districts  which  lack  industries  to  hold  their  adult  popu- 
lation and  in  favor  of  the  districts  toward  which  the  young  people 
gravitate  as  soon  as  their  school  days  are  ended.  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  the  present  method  fails  to  carry  out  the  theory  which  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  State  to  provide  at  public  expense  equal  common 
school  advantages  for  all  its  youth.  To  provide  a  remedy  seems 
well  nigh  impossible.  When  a  new^  method  of  distribution  is  pro- 
posed, the  members  of  the  Legislature  vote  as  the  representatives  of 
their  own  county  or  municipality  and  not  as  representing  the  entire 
Commonwealth.  The  members  from  the  sparsely  settled  counties 
claim  that  the  cities  get  more  than  their  share  of  the  school  money 
and  that  some  rural  districts  do  not  get  enough  money  from  the  State 
to  enable  them  to  keep  their  school  in  operation  during  the  minimum 
term  of  six  months  by  levying  the  maximum  tax  rate  allowed  by 
law,  namely,  thirteen  mills  for  maintenance  and  an  equal  amount  for 
building  purposes.  The  city  members  retort  by  pointing  out  that 
many  townships  do  not  raise  by  taxation  for  scliool  purposes  as 
much  as  they  receive  from  the  State,  that  the  cities  are  continually 
put  to  great  expense  by  the  necessity  of  erecting  additional  school 
buildings,  that  in  the  first  district  (Philadelphia),  which  raises  by 
taxation  for  school  purposes  twice  as  much  as  it  receives  from  the 
State,  there  are  thousands  of  children  on  half  time  because  in  some 
sub-districts  there  are  more  pupils  than  school  seats.  The  rural 
member,  while  freely  admitting  that  he  does  not  understand  all  the 
mysteries  of  municipal  government,  nevertheless  ventures  to  express 
the  opinion  that  if  the  city,  which  constitutes  the  first  school  district, 
should  desist  from  the  expensive  attempt  to  duplicate  the  college 
facilities  at  its  great  University  by  endeavoring  to  run  a  high  school 
on  a  college  basis,  the  thousands  thereby  saved  would  enable  it  to 
give  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education  to  all  its  children  below 
the  age  of  thirteen.  No  compromise  between  the  conflicting  interests 
has  hitherto  been  possible. 

Most  of  the  states  di?;t"iV>ute  their  school  money  upon  the  basis  of 
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the  iimiiboi-  oi'  cliildieii  to  be  eduetiled;  but  this  method  also  dis- 
ci'immates  against  the  sparsely  settled  districts.  One  or  moi-e  of  the 
British  provinces  have  adopted  the  plan  of  distributing  school  funds 
according  to  the  total  number  of  days  of  school  attendance,  counting 
as  many  units  for  each  pupil  as  he  was  entire  days  at  school.  This 
tends  to  prolong  the  school  term  in  every  district  to  ten  mouths  and 
converts  every  taxpayer  into  a  truant  otiticer,  but  it  is  unjust  when 
districts  are  visited  by  epidemics  which  thin  out  or  close  the  schools. 
The  state  of  New  York  awards  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  teacher 
hired  during  thirty-two  weeks;  this  has  led  to  the  employment  of 
teachers  in  schools  where  there  have  been  no  pupils  whatever  in  at- 
tendance. If  the  legislature  in  its  wisdom  should  see  tit  to  change 
our  present  method  of  distribution,  the  new  plan  should  be  a  com 
binalion  of  several  or  all  of  these  methods  in  such  a  way  that  dis 
tricts  cannot  receive  more  luouey  from  the  State  tlian  tliey  raise  by 
actual  taxation. 

THE    PROVISIONAL   CERTIFICATE. 

The  most  hopeless  part  of  the  system  is  ihe  rural  school  in  dis- 
tricts where  the  valuation  is  low  and  the  attendance  small.  Few 
pupils  mean  few  taxables,  a  small  share  of  the  State  appropriation, 
a  high  tax  rate,  poorly  paid  teachers  and  at  times  not  money  enough 
to  keep  the  schools  open  during  the  minimum  term  of  six  months. 
Such  schools  get  the  teachers  whom  nobody  wants.  If  a  gifted  be- 
ginner is  by  chance  secured,  she  spends  her  scanty  savings  in  self 
improvement  and  naturally  drifts  into  a  community  which  can  pay 
better  salaries,  ^^>re  it  not  for  the  provisional  certiticates,  many 
of  these  rural  schools  would  have  to  be  closed  for  want  of  teachers 
willing  to  take  charge  of  them. 

In  the  wealthier  districts  there  is  no  good  reason  why  any  teacher 
should  teach  more  than  two  or  three  years  on  a  provisional  certifi- 
cate. The  opportunities  for  self  improvement  are  so  ample  that 
under  a  fair  system  of  examinations  the  minds  which  are  bright 
enough  to  stimulate  other  minds  in  the  school  room,  can  in  three 
years  attain  the  qualifications  for  a  professional  certificate.  The 
necessity  of  passing  yearly  examinations  in  the  common  branches, 
prevents  a  teacher  from  studying  literature,  the  sciences  and  history 
for  the  sake  of  culture  and  from  thereby  exciting  upon  her  pupils 
that  subtle  influence  for  good  which  comes  from  contact  with  men 
and  women  of  culture.  There  is  among  our  progressive  teachers  a 
most  gratifying  revival  of  interest  in  advanced  study.  Hundreds  of 
teachers  attend  Saturday  classes;  scores  of  others  travel  hundreds  of 
miles  to  aitend  summer  schools;  thousands  are  availing  themselves 
of  the  rcyular  training  at  our  State  Nornml  Schools.     In  one  of  our 
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inliiiul  (.ilit's  live  tlassi'S  coiiiposed  of  U-aclu'i's  are  devoting  I  lieiii 
selves  to  the  study  of  Eiij^lish  literature  and  the  classic  lany,iiages. 
The  University  lixteusion  leeturers  find  no  auditors  more  anxious 
to  learn  than  those  who  are  devoting  their  lives  to  teaching.     Every 
where  there  is  a  feeling  lliaL  the  teacher  wlio  fails  to  improve  will 
soon  be  "a  back  number."     Tlie  answer  is  surely  coming.     The  agen 
cies  now  at  work  w'ill  ultimalely  solve  the  problem  of  universal  edu- 
cation in  Tennsylvania   if  ill-advised  legislation  does  not  open  the 
doors  of  our  profesi-ion  to  poorly  qualified  persons  for  whom  under 
existing  laws  neither  the  desire  to  earn  a  livelihood  nor  the  pull  of 
political  and  other  inlluential  friends  can  force  a  way  into  the  voca- 
lion   of   leaching,   regardless  of   literary  and  professional   qualifica- 
tions. 

LIBRARIES. 

Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  establishment  of 
school  libraries.  One  county  superintendent  reports  that  there  are 
now  in  his  county,  outside  of  the  large  and  populous  districts,  173 
libraries,  containing  about  11,000  volumes.  All  except  eight  of  these 
libraries  were  established  within  the  last  twelve  years.  1  suggest 
that  the  superintendents  make  a  full  statement  of  progress  in  this 
line  in  their  next  annual  report  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  growth  of  libraries  in  the  Common- 
wealth. All  the  colleges  and  the  normal  schools  have  libraries 
which  are  rapidly  growing  in  size  and  usefulness.  Many  of  them  are 
managed  by  trained  librarians  who  teach  the  learner  how  to  use 
books  to  the  best  advantage.  The  Ir^tate  Normal  School  of  the  Sec- 
ond district  recently  completed  a  fine  building  which  is  devoted  en- 
tirely to  library  purposes.  The  Scranton  Public  Library  now  has 
27,800  volumes,  of  which  about  20,0(10  are  in  its  circulating  depart- 
ment and  the  remainder  are  for  reference.  The  annual  appropria- 
tions by  which  it  is  maintained  come  from  the  city  councils  and  are 
included  in  the  yearly  sums  raised  by  taxation.  About  |10,000  a 
year  has  thus  far  been  received,  of  which  12^00  is  for  books  spe- 
cifically. The  teachers  in  public  and  private  schools  are  granted  one 
or  more  teachers'  cards  upon  which  as  many  as  six  books  each  may 
be  drawn  for  i)ei'sonal  study  or  for  use  in  connection  with  their 
teaching.  T'j)on  projier  registration,  any  resident  may  draw  out 
books  for  home  reading  without  fee  and  without  limit  of  age. 

The  Osterhout  Free  Library  at  Wilkes-Barre  has  about  24,100 
volumes  and  a  fund  (►f  nearly  |400,000.  All  children  over  twelve 
ycais  of  age  can  have  two  cards,  one  foi'  all  l)0()ks  and  the  other  a 
non-fiction  card.  Teaclieis  aie  allowed  asmanvs  hoo' cards  as  thevcan 
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use  to  advantage,  and  on  these  are  drawn  books  for  the  use  of  pupils. 
They  may  take  the  books  home  by  the  teachers'  permission.  Over 
9,000  were  circulated  in  that  way  last  year. 

The  Warren  Public  Library  has  9,442  volumes.  The  interest  on 
the  Kankin  and  Scofield  memorial  funds,  amounting  to  seven  thou- 
sand dollars,  is  invested  in  books.  The  general  expenses  are  de- 
frayed partly  by  rent  on  part  of  the  library  building  and  partly  by 
the  subscriptions  of  fifty  citizens  who  pay  ten  dollars  a  year.  The 
library  is  free  to  all  persons  over  the  age  of  twelve  years  who  at 
seasonable  times  resort  thereto  to  read  and  study,  and  who  submit 
themselves  to  the  rules  prescribed  for  the  orderly  government 
thereof. 

The  Cambria  Free  Library  of  Johnstown  contains  nearly  seven 
thousand  volumes,  is  supported  by  the  Cambria  Iron  Company,  and 
allows  the  teachers  to  take  out  books  for  use  in  the  public  schools. 
It  is  free  to  "anybody  on  earth  over  twelve  years  of  age  who  fur- 
nishes satisfactory  reference." 

Andrew  Carnegie  deserves  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  his  liberality  in  the  establishment  of  free  libraries.  In 
addition  to  smaller  libraries  in  Western  Pennsylvania  which  he  has 
aided  to  the  extent  of  |190,000,  he  has  founded  the  following  libraries 
with  gifts  equal  to  the  amounts  annexed: 

Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny,   |300,000 

Braddock  Free  Library,   100,000 

Homestead  Free  Library,    300,000 

Pittsburg  Free  Library,   1,000,000 

He  is  also  known  to  have  given  |40,000  to  the  library  at  Johnstown 
and  11,000,000  to  tlie  Art  Gallery  and  Museum  at  Pittsburg. 

]*hiladelphia  is  the  great  library  centre  of  the  State.     It  has  100" 
libraries  containing  about  1,290,000  volumes. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  on  learning  that  a  town  in  his  native  State 
had  been  named  after  him  and  that  he  was  expected  to  donate  a 
bell  in  token  of  appreciation,  replied  that  a  people  who  had  shown 
such  good  sense  in  naming  their  town  certainlv  preferred  sense  to 
sound,  that  instead  of  a  bell  he  would,  therefore,  send  five  hundred 
dollars  towards  a  town  library.  The  gift  and  suggestion  were  grate- 
fully accepted.  Where  can  you  iijid  a  city  or  a  boro>i<ih  without  a 
bell?  How  many  have  no  free  public  library? 

THE   PROBLEM   OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  study  of  civil  government  is  j'eceiving  increased  attention. 
The  text  books  have  begun  to  tr<'at  the  State  goveinment  as  of  equal 
imjjortancc  willi  that  of  llie  nation,     .\rany  copies  of  llie  Constitu- 
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tiou  of  Penusylvauiu  were,  during  the  past  year,  placed  in  the 
scbool.s.  Sinull's  Legislative  lland-Pxiok  is  prized  by  teachers  and 
pupils  as  a  valuable  bouk  ol'  reference.  Members  of  the  Legislature 
should  not  forget  the  school  libraries  iu  the  distribution  of  public 
documents.  8ome  of  the  teachers  gave  special  ii:st ruction  on  the 
new  ballot  and  its  proper  use  in  elections. 

The  banishment  of  the  rod  from  most  of  the  schools  has  followed 
as  a  nautral  consequence  of  the  improved  methods  of  teaching  and 
the  consequent  development  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  of  increased 
power  to  govern  himself.  Perhaps  the  most  unique  example  of 
self  government  by  a  large  body  of  students  is  found  on  Pennsylva- 
nia soil  in  Houston  Hall,  a  building  given  to  the  T/niversity  of  Penn- 
sylvania through  the  liberality  of  the  late  H.  H.  Houston  and  mem 
bers  of  his  family  after  his  death.  It  was  formally  dedicated  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday,  January  2,  1896.  Its  purposes,  briefly  stated, 
are  to  provide  for  the  students  of  the  various  departments  a  place 
where  all  may  meet  on  common  ground;  and  to  furnish  them  with 
every  available  facility  for  passing  their  leisure  hours  in  liarmless 
recreation  and  amusement.  The  entire  management  has  been  left 
in  the  hands  of  a  student  organization  which  elects  the  officers  and 
committees  by  whom  the  hall  is  managed.  It  has  a  membership  of 
twenty-five  hundred,  and  is  used  by  a  daily  average  of  over 
twelve  hundred  students.  The  experiment  has,  beyond  question, 
met  the  most  ardent  expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends  and 
bids  fair  to  solve  some  of  the  vexed  questions  of  university  discipline. 

Similar  experiments  in  self  government  are  found  in  the  fraternity 
halls  maintained  and  managed  by  the  Greek  letter  societies  at  our 
higher  institutions  of  learning.  These  instances  of  successful  self 
government  are  of  special  interest  and  significance  in  a  Common- 
wealth where  the  voice  of  the  people  is  regulative  in  all  civil  and 
school  affairs. 

THE     WORK     OF    SUPERVISION. 

In  passing  from  the  primary  school  through  the  different   grades 
to  the  high  school  the  pupils  get  a  new  teacher  every  year  or  two, 
and  most  careful  supervision  is  needed  lest  the  brighter  minds  los'- 
valuable  time  through  lack  of  adjustment  in  the  courses  of  sti' 
and  through  failure  on  the  part  of  teachers  to  work  towards  a  coi.' 
mon  end.     If  the  courses  of  study  are  made  inflexible  and  the  com 
munity  is  led  to  expect  the  promotion  of  }>upils  only  at  fixed  times, 
the  energies  of  the  teachers  will  be  directed  to  the  less  promising 
members  of  tlu^  class  because  the  otheis  will  ])e  pre])ar  d  for  promo- 
tion  in    any   event,     ('ounting  eight  years   for   the  elementary   and 
graiiniiar  schools,  four  foi-  tlie  high  school,  fonr  nioic^  for  the  college 
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and  three  or  luui*  lor  llie  piufewsional  school,  one  cau  leadily  see 
how  the  youth  who  begins  school  at  six  and  passes  through  the  public 
schools,  cannot  enter  professional  life  until  he  reaches  twenty-five 
or  twenty-six,  several  years  later  than  is  customary  in  England, 
France  and  Germany.  Are  the  results  obtained  by  our  system  more 
thorough  than  those  of  the  countries  just  named?  No  one  has  been 
rash  enough  to  make  this  claim.  AVhere  then  is  the  time  lost — in 
the  elementary  school,  in  the  high  school  or  in  the  college?  Here  is  a 
most  serious  question  for  solution.  If  our  public  schools  cannot  be 
made  to  take  care  of  the  brightest  minds  and  to  educate  them  with- 
out loss  of  time,  they  cannot  hope  to  retain  the  favor  of  the  people 
who  seek  for  their  children  the  best  possible  education.  The  fact 
that  the  majority  of  the  pupils  in  our  public  schools  never  go  to  col- 
lege, makes  the  case  so  much  stronger,  for  the  briefer  the  period 
during  which  a  boy  can  attend  school,  the  more  imperative  is  the 
need  of  so  directing  his  studies  that  he  cau  make  the  most  of  his 
time,  his  talents  and  his  opportunities.  No  stronger  argument  can 
be  adduced  for  the  employment  of  experts  to  supervise  the  work  of  in- 
struction. Without  skillful  supervision  there  is  continual  danger 
that  brain  power  will  be  wasted,  that  valuable  time  will  be  lost  and 
that  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils  will  not  he  productive  of  the 
best  results.  The  superintendent  is  often  the  only  person  who  can 
see  the  end  from  the  beginning,  the  attention  of  his  subordinates 
being  absorbed  in  the  work  of  a  particular  grade.  His  advice  should, 
therefore,  be  invaluable  in  the  promotion  of  pu])ils  and  in  the  employ- 
ment of  teachers.  If  the  text  books  contain  arithmetical  or  other 
work  unsuited  to  the  age  of  the  pupils,  he  should  detect  it  and  for 
the  time  at  least,  cause  its  omission  from  tlie  curriculum.  He  should 
not  allow  the  intellectual  development  of  any  pupil  to  be  sacrificed 
upon  the  arms  of  the  Moloch  of  thoroughness.  Very  often  those 
who  preach  the  gospel  of  the  three  R's  and  whose  attainments  do  not 
extend  far  beyond  the  common  branches,  claim  that  the  introduction 
of  advanced  studies  involves  the  neglect  of  the  common  branches. 
If  this  were  a  necessary  result,  the  claim  might  be  a  valid  argument. 
It  has  been  repeatedly  shown  that  a  student  of  good  parts  can  mas- 
■ter  the  elements  of  algebra  and  geometry  in  connection  with  arith- 
metic by  the  time  he  becomes  mature  enough  to  master  the  most  diffi- 
(Uilt  portions  of  the  science  of  number,  that  the  why's  and  where- 
fore's of  geography  are  most  (luickly  comprehended  in  connection 
with  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences,  and  that  the  most  technical 
portions  of  English  grammar  are  best  understood  when  studied  in 
connection  with  one  or  more  foreign  languages.  Too  often  the  golden 
period  for  studying  foreign  languages  has  jiassed  before  the  stu- 
dent is  allowed  to  see  the  nljihabet  of  a  foi-eign  tongue.  Several 
of   our   prominent    su])eriniendenls   li;i\<-    liecn    canieslly    discussing 
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the  feasibility  and  in  two  or  l liter  instances  have  been  trying  the 
experiment  of  inlrodueing  J.atin  and  iilgebra  into  the  grammar 
schools.  Jn  cities  where  a  number  ol  gr;immar  schools  are  main 
tained,  at  least  one  grammar  school  sli(.)iii(l  lunc  its  course  ad;ii)le<l 
to  the  wants  of  those  who  are  very  bright  or  liiive  jnospect  of  enter 
ing  professional  life. 

Moreover  thoroughness  is  a  nlalive  terni.  K\ery  educated  man 
knows  and  must  be  content  to  know  many  things  suijerticially,  while 
he  seeks  to  know  thoroughly  one  or  more  of  the  arts  or  sciences  in 
which  he  strives  to  be  a  specialist.  Very  many  of  the  apostles  of 
thoroughness  would  beat  a  retreat  if  they  were  made  to  face  a  thor- 
ough examination  on  the  theory  of  number,  on  the  why  of  our  lead- 
ing cities,  on  the  philosophy  of  the  parts  of  speech;  and  yet  these 
things  belong  to  the  thorough  mastery  of  arithmetic,  geography  and 
grammar.  Exhaustive  knowledge  of  any  of  the  branches  can 
hardly  be  a  legitimate  aim  excejjt  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  pre- 
paring to  teach;  the  superintendent  and  his  teachers  should  be  sat- 
isfied if  the  pupil's  knowledge  of  a  subject  is  adequate  for  the  next 
step  in  the  curriculum  of  study.  Here  again  there  is  need  of  the 
most  skillful  supervision. 

The  superintendent  is  an  invaluable  ofticer  in  other  respects.  In 
the  erection  of  buildings,  in  the  purchase  of  furniture,  in  the  selec- 
tion of  text  books  for  supi)lementary  reading,  and  in  the  grading 
of  the  schools,  his  counsels  should  mould  tlie  deliberations  of  the 
boards  of  directors  and  guide  them  in  a  wise  expenditure  of  the  public 
funds.  His  judgment  is  often  needed  to  keep  the  directors  from 
investing  money  in  fancy  apparatus;  otherwise  the  treasury  may 
have  a  deficit  at  a  time  when  something  actually  necessary  ought  to 
be  purchased.  His  courage  is  frequently  called  into  exercise  in  the 
examination  of  teachers.  It  requires  courage  of  a  high  order  to  cut 
off  those  who  lack  skill  or  scholarship  as  soon  as  the  defect  is  un- 
mistakably apparent. 

His  visits,  which  should  be  those  of  a  friend,  not  of  a  spy,  require 
the  highest  skill  and  the  greatest  tact.  A  school  may  be  a  good 
school;  yet  if  it  never  receives  a  visit  from  a  good  superintendent, 
it  must  suffer  loss.  If  after  the  first  visit  the  children  on  learning 
of  his  coming  stay  away  from  school,  the  presumption  is  against  him. 
If  his  coming  is  hailed  like  sunshine  on  a  cloudy  day,  if  his  presence 
is  an  inspiration  to  nobler  aspirations  and  more  earnest  efforts,  if 
he  is  at  all  times  hailed  as  a  welcome  guest  and  a  very  help  in  the 
hour  of  perplexity,  his  influence  will  not  depart  with  the  farewell  at 
the  door,  his  personality  will  have  left  a  trace  on  the  school  and  "a 
subtle  fragrance  as  when  sandal  wood  has  lain  for  a  while  in  paper. 
()r  rosemary  among  clothes.'' 

The  creation  of  a  i)roper  school  senlimeiil  is  one  of  ihc  chief  duties 
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of  a  superiuteudt.'iil..  i'ublic  opiiiiou  lunds  Louliiiual  aijilatiou  iu  the 
diiection  of  bettor  schools.  The  tiiiie  of  the  citizen  is  engiossed 
by  matters  of  business  and  politics;  he  is  willing  to  throw  upon 
others  the  responsibility  for  the  education  of  his  children.  It  helps 
the  cause  if  public  attention  is  directed  to  the  progress  of  other 
school  districts,  to  the  achievements  of  directors  and  teachers  else- 
where. Partiality  for  that  which  is  our  own  leads  us  to  accept  with- 
out question  the  praises  and  flatteries  of  others;  to  be  told  that  we 
have  the  best  scliools  in  the  county  or  the  country  may  prove  the 
death-knell  of  all  progress.  May  the  praises  of  our  school  system 
not  lull  us  to  sleep?  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  there  were  songs  of 
that  kind  of  praise  at  every  institute  until  the  census  of  1890  and  the 
statistics  subsequently  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Education  woke  us 
up  by  startling  figures  showing  that  among  the  states  of  this  Union 
Pennsylvania  ranks  eighth  in  the  average  length  of  the  school  term, 
twenty-seventh  in  the  percentage  of  illiteracy,  twenty-fifth  in  the 
average  salary  paid  to  male  teachers,  twenty-seventh  in  the  average 
salary  paid  to  female  teachers,  and  twenty-seventh  in  the  number  of 
students  at  college  out  of  each  hundred  thousand  of  the  population. 
If  any  one  is  disposed  to  say  that  the  statistics  are  not  accurate, 
it  is  his  duty  to  point  out  the  errors.  Without  doubt,  something  is 
due  to  foreign  immigration  and  to  the  employment  of  cheap  labor  in 
our  mines  and  elsewhere.  Need  a  stronger  argument  for  appeals  to 
public  opinion  in  favor  of  common  schools  be  given  than  the  neces- 
sity of  assimilating  the  foreign  element  by  a  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion? The  work  of  stirring  up  our  people  on  educational  questions 
cannot  be  too  thoroughly  done  at  this  time.  At  the  opening  of  new 
school  buildings  in  our  cities  and  boroughs  and  at  meetings  of  the 
citizens  held  in  rural  sections,  the  superintendent  can  give  the  teach- 
ers credit  for  good  work  done  by  them  and  their  pupils,  enlist  the 
interest  of  parents  in  the  progress  of  their  children,  show  what  may 
be  achieved  by  education  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  community 
and  the  -Commonwealth,  and  convince  the  taxpayers  that  money 
wisely  expended  upon  tlie  public  schools  is  the  best  investment  ever 
made  of  public  funds. 

THE   TRIENNIAL   ELECTION   OF   SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  triennial  election  of  superintendents  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
last  May  showed  a  very  decided  tendency  in  the  direction  of  civil 
service.  More  than  one  hundred  of  those  charged  with  the  duty  of 
supervision,  were  re-elected  or  continued  in  oflSce.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  the  late  election  was  held,  at  least  sixty  will 
have  been  in  office  not  less  than  nine  years,  thirty-two  not  less  than 
Iwelve  years,  twenty-three  not  less  than   fifteen  years,  twelve  not 
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less  than  eigliUvii  vcais,  cighl  iiol  less  thau  Iweiily  oue  years,  six 
not  less  thau  tweuty-loiir  ^\ear.s.  tuur  not  less  than  twenty-seven 
years,  three  not  less  thau  thirty  years,  and  the  one  who  leads  the  list 
in  length  of  service  will  have  been  a  superintendent  of  schools  for 
more  than  thirly-three  years.  Of  Ihose  who  weut  out  of  office  ouly 
six  had  served  less  thau  two  terms;  fifteen  had  served  at  least  three 
terms;  five  had  served  at  least  four  terms,  whilst  those  who  head  the 
list  had  served  eighteen  and  twenty-one  years  respectively.  These 
figures  show  in  a  general  way  that  the  directors,  who  have  the  best 
opportunity  for  observing  school  work,  are  averse  to  frequent 
changes  in  the  important  department  of  school  supervision.  This  is 
further  evident  from  the  increase  of  salaries  in  spite  of  hard  times. 
The  directors  of  Allegheny  county  raised  the  salary  from  four  to 
five  thousand  dollars;  those  of  Piltsburgli  from  thirty-five  hundred 
to  four  thousand;  and  a  number  of  other  cities,  boroughs  and  coun- 
ties made  an  advance  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  dollars.  A  de- 
crease occurred  in  a  few  instances  in  which  new  and  untried  men 
were  elected.  In  the  list  of  superintendents  are  found  the  names 
of  three  women,  two  of  whom  enjoyed  the  iionoi-  of  re-election. 
Although  time  will  undoubtedly  show  that  directors  were  not  infalli- 
ble in  their  choice  in  every  instance,  the  result  as  a  whole  proves 
the  wisdom  and  statesmanshij*  of  those  who  framed  our  laws  gov- 
erning the  election  of  superintendents  of  schools. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  (leneral  rendered  in  one  of  the  pro- 
tested cases  which  were  brought  before  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  throws  upon  the  directors  the  sole  responsibility  of 
passing  judgment  upon  the  sound  moral  character  of  candidates  for 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools  previous  to  entrance  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office.  From  their  verdict  on  this  point  as  expressed 
in  the  election,  there  is  now  no  appeal  to  a  higher  tribunal. 
The  Attorney  General's  opinion  furnishes  an  additional  reason  why 
the  citizen  should  be  careful  in  voting  for  directors  and  why  the  di- 
rectors should  be  very  careful  in  casting  their  votes  for  a-  superin 
tendent.  How  to  provide  a  remedy  against  the  issue  of  a  commis 
sion  in  case  an  immoral  person  is  elected  to  supervise  the  schools, 
is  a  question  that  may  justly  claim  the  attention  of  the  next  Legisla- 
ture. In  the  election  of  a  city,  borough  or  township  superintendent 
the  directors  may  call  a  person  from  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  they  may  err  from  lack  of  sufficient  information  as  to  the  moral 
character  of  a  stranger.  The  county  superintendent  is  a  county 
official;  the  constitution,  therefore,  provides  that  he  must  be  a  resi- 
dent of  the  county  in  which  he  is  elected,  and  the  directors  are  the 
more  inexcusable  if  they  elect  a  person  notorious  for  immoral  con- 
duct. In  favor  of  the  ruling  of  the  .'Attorney  Geiieral  it  is  to  bp  sairl 
Ihnt  if  a  precedejit  were  once  established  makii-u-  it  incumbent  upon 
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the  Siipeiiiileiideiil  ul  i'ublic  lustiiictioii  lo  investigate  llie  eliaiges 
and  counter-cliurges  wliicli  are  often  made  in  the  heat  of  a  canvass 
for  the  otfiee  of  superinteudeut  of  schools,  the  embittered  feelings 
engendered  during  the  campaign  and  the  hope  of  winning  the  place 
through  the  setting  aside  of  the  candidal e  having  the  highest  vote, 
would  in  many  instances,  after  each  triennial  convention  of  directors, 
induce  defeated  rivals  and  their  friends  to  file  objections  on  the  score 
of  moral  character,  and  the  time  of  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  would  be  entirely  consumed  in  hearings  and  in 
the  discharge  of  functions  foreign  to  the  purposes  for  which  the 
office  was  created. 

i,  THE    COUNTY    INSTITUTE. 

Tennsylvania  has  the  best  system  of  county  institutes  ever  devised. 
It  reaches  all  the  teachers,  the  few  absences  which  occur,  being  in- 
variably due  to  sickness.  Instances  are  on  record  in  which  every 
teacher  in  a  county  was  in  attendance.  The  revenue  enables  the 
superintendent  to  secure  the  best  talent  among  the  educators  of  the 
English-speaking  world.  For  special  work  the  institute  can  be  di- 
vided into  sections.  The  general  meetings  secure  the  inspiration  of 
numbers.  Sometimes  the  enthusiasm  of  the  superintendents  and 
their  co-workers  leads  to  prolonged  sessions  which,  while  they  show- 
intense  earnestness,  soon  exhaust  the  power  to  listen  with  profit  or 
due  attention.  When  evening  exercises  are  lield  and  no  time  is 
wasted  in  complicated  methods  of  roll  call,  the  best  results  are  at- 
tained by  a  session  of  tAvo  and  a  half  hours  in  the  forenoon  and  two 
hours  in  the  afternoon.  This  leaves  time  for  recreation  and  a  com- 
parison of  views  by  teachers  who  otherwise  seldom  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  for  conference. 

The  lectures  are,  of  course,  not  always  above  criticism.  The  same 
renmrk  will  apply  to  all  utterances  from  the  platform  and  the  pulpit. 
Nevertheless,  whole  nations  have  lieiMi  moved  to  vast  undertakings 
through  the  "foolishness  of  preaching.''  More  than  one  educational 
revival  has  been  started  at  the  county  institute.  When  a  teacher 
feels  that  he  is  no  longer  benefited  by  listening  to  the  leaders  in  edu- 
cational thought  and  practice,  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  he  is  approach- 
ing the  dead  line,  and  the  sooner  he  (piits  the  school  room,  the  better 
it  will  be  for  the  rising  generation. 

It  is  frequently  said  that  institute  instructors  have  a  weakness 
for  telling  funny  stoi-ies.  Perhaps  this  tendency  needs  curbing. 
Too  often  the  u])roarions  laugh  dissi|)ates  tlie  good  effect  of  serious 
work.  Still  tliere  is  a  legitimab^  place  loi'  humor  in  every  gather- 
ing of  teachers.  It  acts  Mi^  a  safety  A'alvc  to  Id  off  Ihc  discontent 
whicli    renders  teachers   nervous   and    nnlits   tlieni   and    their  pnpils 


No.  6-1  Superintendent  of  Pdblic  Inhtruotion.  xxxi 

for  cheerful  work,  liuiiior  sends  tlie  leachers  lo  their  homes  in  a 
happier  mood  and  thus  lessens  the  number  of  tears  which  roll  down 
the  cheeks  of  the  children. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  couuty  institute  has  grown  up 

THE   DIRECTORS'   CONVENTION. 

The  directors'  conventions  which  assemble  at  the  county  seat  dur- 
ing institute  week,  are  without  a  parallel  in  other  states  of  the 
Union.  The  earnest  debates  of  those  invested  with  the  power  to 
mould  our  schools  for  better  or  for  worse,  open  the  eye  of  the 
stranger  to  the  future  of  our  school  system  and  fill  the  teacher  with 
hope  and  zeal.  During  the  last  year  a  State  directors'  association 
was  formed  of  delegates  from  the  county  associations,  and  later  a 
directors'  department  was  organized  in  connection  with  the  National 
Educational  Association. 

At  the  first  State  directors'  convention  held  in  Harrisburg  during 
the  month  of  January,  one  of  the  leading  topics  discussed  was  the 
transportation  of  pupils  to  graded  schools  at  central  points,  the 
saving  of  money  and  the  improvement  of  the  instruction  effected 
thereby.  At  a  few  places  the  experiment  has  been  tried  with  marked 
success.  Public  sentiment,  bad  roads  and  geographical  obstacles 
render  impossible  at  this  time  any  general  adoption  of  the  plan.  But 
under  the  agitation  now  going  on  at  farmer's  institutes  the  public 
roads  will  be  improved.  In  enlightened  communities  public  opinion 
is  soon  changed  in  favor  of  any  plan  which  either  saves  money  or 
improves  the  schools.  From  the  Province  of  Victoria  in  Australia, 
comes  the  report  that  158  schools  were  closed  by  this  plan  and  that 
after  deducting  the  cost  of  conveyance  the  saving  amounted  to 
$50,000  per  annum.  The  minister  of  education  says  that  the  system 
is  a  marked  success  and  if  there  is  one  feature  as  to  its  working  that 
stands  out  more  prominentl}'  than  another,  it  is  the  remarkable  reg- 
ularity of  the  attendance  of  the  children  conveyed.  It  is  needless  to 
argue  that  the  instruction  in  graded  schools  is  better  than  that  of 
schools  attended  by  less  than  half  a  dozen  pupils  and  taught  by 
poorly  paid  teachers.  In  several  of  the  New  England  states  which 
have  tried  the  same  experiment,  the  land  in  remote  districts  is  said 
to  have  risen  in  value  instead  of  depreciating  in  the  market,  as  had 
been  predicted  by  those  opposed  to  the  closing  of  the  schools  near 
their  own  farms.  The  whole  question,  however,  is  beset  with  many 
difficulties  insomuch  that  directors  will  do  well  to  weigh  most  care- 
fully all  the  considerations  involved  before  they  decide  to  abandon 
anv  of  the  schools  now  in  operation. 
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AN  ATTACK  UPON  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLiS. 

A  vigorous  attack  was  last  year  made  upon  the  public  schools  of 
Philadelphia  which  attracted  much  atteutiou  and  gave  rise  to  many 
comments  in  the  newspapers.  A  committee  of  investigation  was  ap- 
pointed. Their  report  was  highly  gratifying,  as  were  also  the  re- 
sults of  investigations  by  several  professors  of  the  University  and 
by  City  Superintendent  Brooks.  From  that  portion  of  his  annual 
report  which  treats  of  these  investigations,  copious  extracts  have 
been  taken  and  reprinted  in  this  report  on  pages  241-251.  Every 
page  of  the  report  of  Superintendent  Brooks  bears  the  mark  of  the 
expert,  and  his  masterly  discussion  of  many  important  school  ques- 
tions deserves  carefvil  perusal  by  all  the  friends  of  our  public  school 
system.  ,.  ' 

RECIPROCITY    AND    REVENGE. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  has  never  been  author- 
ized to  endorse  the  Normal  School  diplomas  of  other  states  so  as  to 
make  them  valid  certificates  in  Pennsylvania.  As  a  consequence 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  have  refused  to  continue  similar  cour- 
tesies to  the  Normal  School  graduates  of  our  own  State.  The  col- 
lege diplomas  of  legally  chartered  colleges  in  other  states  have  been 
recognized  by  our  State  in  the  issue  of  permanent  certificates  to 
their  graduates.  The  Medical  Council  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  time 
recognized  the  licenses  to  practice  medicine  issued  by  New  York  and 
New^  Jersey.  When  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York  refused  to  recognize  the  licenses  issued  by  our 
State,  the  Medical  Council  resolved  to  pay  them  back  in  their  own 
coin.  As  an  ex-oflficio  member  of  the  Medical  Council,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  does  not  hesttate  to  condemn  this  lack 
of  reciprocity  and  policy  of  revenge  in  medical  licenses  and  teachers' 
certificates  as  unworthy  of  the  two  foremost  states  of  the  Union. 
It  is  a  revival  in  professional  cii'cles  of  the  narrow  policy  which  ex- 
isted in  the  world  of  commerce  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
and  was  forever  banished  from  our  country's  channels  of  trade  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Can  the  learned  world  afford 
to  be  lf»ss  liberal  than  the  world  of  commerce  and  trade? 

DI.'^CONTRNT. 

.  I'erhaps  nothing  more  truly  expresses  the  temperament  of  the 
American  people  during  the  last  six  months  than  the  word  discon- 
tent. Admitting  that  this  is  largely,  if  not  chiefly,  due  to  industrial 
•lepression,  it  is  nevertheless  proper  to  ask  whether  the  school  is 
partly  to  hlnnie  for  the  discontent  of  all   olasses.     That  education 
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quickens  tlic  aspiraliuiis  <»!  a  iicuplc  and  bcj^ets  new  wauts  and  new 
ambitions,  is  self  evident.  (Mi  aii.v  oilier  basis  true  progress  and  his- 
torical development  would  b(>  impossible.  Uo<'S  the  school  instil  con 
tempt  for  manual  labor  and  th(.>  arts  which  belong  to  domestic  and 
industrial  life?  A  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  manual  training  and  in 
other  instruction  calculatetl  to  gloiify  the  skill  of  the  hand  that  is 
guided  by  an  active  brain  and  a  trained  intellect.  Does  one  hear  of 
high  school  graduates  who  arc?  out  of  employment;  of  professional 
men  who  are  slowly  starving  in  their  ollices?  It  only  shows  that 
knowledge,  like  other  commodities,  is  at  times  without  a  market,  and 
that  the  school  cannot  supply  all  the  essentials  of  success  in  bread- 
winning  and  in  the  struggle  for  supremacy.  Do  the  sons  of  toil  envy 
the  independence  of  Dives,  whose  money  enables  him  "to  spend  the 
winter  where  orange  blossoms  perfume  the  soft  air  and  the  summer 
where  ocean  breezes  quicken  the  pulse  of  life;  to  go  where  orators 
declaim  and  singers  thrill  the  soul  with  ecstasy?"  Let  them  be 
taught  that  in  the  public  library  they  can  enjoy  the  best  thoughts 
and  the  noblest  sentiments  of  the  most  gifted  sons  of  genius  and  that 
rational  enjoyment  is  far  higher,  more  lasting  and  more  satisfying 
than  any  gratification  of  the  senses.  Has  the  study  of  history  caused 
them  to  long  for  the  good  old  times  when  men  waged  war  for  glory 
and  renown;  or  for  the  ages  of  faith,  when  the  devout  made  pil- 
grimages to  sacred  shrines?  Let  them  study  the  life  of  the  common 
people  in  by-gone  ages  to  learn  the  horrors  which  accompany  mar- 
tial glory,  as  well  as  the  insecurity  and  misery  of  those  who  in 
former  centuries  were  compelled  to  travel  far  from  home.  Electric 
lighting  gives  the  modern  town  a  degree  of  illumination  superior  to 
that  of  Paris  in  the  palmiest  days  of  Louis  Napoleon.  Our  munici- 
pal government  with  all  its  shortcomings  gives  the  common  people 
a  sense  of  security  and  protection  never  felt  by  the  most  powerful 
lords  of  former  ages.  In  days  of  ordinary  prosperity  the  average 
man  eats  better  bread,  more  wholesome  food  and  a  larger  variety  of 
fruits  from  every  part  of  the  globe,  lives  in  more  sanitary  and  more 
comfortable  dwellings,  wears  better  shoes,  better  hats  and  better 
garments,  enjoys  better  facilities  for  travel  and  receives  better  nurs- 
ing and  more  skillful  medical  attendance  in  time  of  sickness,  than  did 
the  richest  barons  in  their  castles  one  hundred  years  ago. 

TRUE  GREATNESS. 

During  the  current  year  the  schools  have  been  celebrating  the 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Horace  Mann.  Was  there 
ever  a  time  more  favorable  for  instilling  correct  ideals  of  life  and 
of  true  greatness?  What  was  it  that  has  given  Horace  Mann  a  repu- 
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tatiou  for  greatness  on  butli  sides  ul  tlie  Atlantic?  What  is  it  that 
makes  men  great?  Is  it  niouey?  Then  forsoutli  we  should  speak  ot 
(rould  the  (Jreat  and  Kothsehild  the  Ureal.  In  the  glorious  days  when 
Cicero  spoke  and  Vergil  wrote,  tiiere  were  men  so  rich  that  they  dis 
solved  pearls  in  goblets  of  wine  to  make  the  drink  more  nostly;  but 
history  nev-er  dignified  their  names  with  the  title  great;  only  the 
specialist  knows  their  names.  Is  it  learning  that  makes  men  great? 
There  were  professors  at  Harvard  far  more  learned  than  Horace 
Mann,  but  their  names  do  not  appear  along  side  of  his  in  the  temple 
of  fame.  Gharlemange  and  Frederic  II  of  Prussia  were  surely  not 
noted  for  erudition;  neither  of  them  could  write  his  native  tongue 
or  any  other  language  with  facility  and  accuracy;  nevertheless,  pos- 
terity delights  to  call  them  great.  Is  it  official  position  that  makes 
men  great?  Horace  Mann  occupied  a  seat  in  Congress  and  held  high 
office  in  his  native  state;  but  if  he  h*d  no  other  claim  to  fame,  his 
name  would  ere  now  have  sunk  into  oblivion  like  the  names  of  many 
others  who  have  graced  or  perhaps  disgraced  the  halls  of  legislation. 
If  then  neither  wealth  nor  learning  nor  office  constitute  greatness, 
what  is  it  that  makes  men  great?  Men  are  great  in  the  degree  and  to 
the  extent  that  they  exert  a  moulding  influence  upon  their  fel- 
low men.  On  the  pages  of  history  only  two  classes  of  men  have 
been  surnamed  great,  one  class  consisting  of  men  eminent  in  the 
church  like  Leo  the  Great  and  Gregory  the  Great,  and  the  other  of 
men  eminent  in  the  state,  like  Alexander  and  Charles  and  Frederic. 
In  former  centuries  the  church  and  the  state  were  the  only  channels 
through  which  a  gifted  man  could  reach  the  masses  of  ma  nkind  and 
leave  the  w^orld  different  from  w^hat  he  found  it.  Horace  Mann 
opened  a  new  channel  through  which  the  sons  of  genius  can  mould 
their  age  and  their  nation,  namely:  The  Common  School.  Hegel 
and  Herbart  are  remembered  and  studied  because  each  of  them 
founded  a  school  of  thought.  "They  are  both  dead  in  the  land  of 
their  birth,"  says  a  well  known  student  of  philosophy,  and  unfor- 
tunately there  is  too  much  truth  in  the  assertion.  Horace  Mann, 
though  dead,  still  lives  in  the  common  school;  his  influence  is  still 
felt  in  the  respective  systems  of  public  instruction  which  have  been 
f-stablished  in  all  the  states  of  the  Union.  During  a  large  part  of 
his  career  he  knew  by  experience  what  is  meant  by  the  struggle  for 
bread.  Even  if  he  had  died  without  achieving  fame  or  reaching 
official  position,  his  life  might  have  been  equally  worthy  in  the  sight 
of  God.  In  the  counsels  of  eternity  men  are  valued  not  for  what 
they  have  but  for  w^hat  they  are;  not  for  the  grandeur  of  their 
achievements  but  for  the  spirit  in  which  they  work  and  live.  The 
best  of  men  feel  that  their  earthly  existence  has  left  some  elements 
of  their  being  undeveloped  and  that  endless  time  is  needed  to  realize 
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all  the  possibilities  of  their  being.     True  education  stimulates  and 
develops  the  higher  life;   the  true  leacliei-  works  for  both  time  and 

eternity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


Kelating  to  tiie  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  school  year 
ending  June  1,  ISOf — Including  Philadelphia. 

Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,478 

Number  of  schools,    25,899 

Number  of  graded  schools, 15,058 

Number  of  superintendents,   138 

Number  of  male  teachers,  8,796 

Number  of  female  teachers, 17,968 

Whole  nujjiber  of  teachers,  26,764 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month, |44  78 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month,  ....  38  28 

Average  length  of  school  term,  in  months, 7.98 

Number  of  pupils,   1,088,786 

Average  number  of  pupils, 802,737 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc.,     14,096,924  93 

Teachers'   wages,    9,622,235  81 

Cost  of  school  text  books,  736,913  78 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc.,*  356,768  42 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,       4,848,686  64 

Total  expenditures, 19,661,529  58 

State  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June, 

1 895 5,500,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  schol  property, 48,143,088  00 

Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year,  Ending  June  3, 

1895. 

Net  increase  in  number  of  districts, 31 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 515 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools,   1,158 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers 168 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 508 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month |0  26 

Decrease  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  ...  6 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term,  in  months, .07 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,   18,174 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages $317,906  22 

Increase  in  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting,  372,366  00 
Inciease  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid,    168,827  53 

*  Philadelphia  not  Included  In  this  Item 
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Condition   of  System,   Not   lucludiug   I'liiladelpbia 

pari  sous. 

Nimiboi'  of  districts,  ->'*77,  Increase, 

Number  of  schools,  L'2,S42,  Increase, 

Number  of  pupils,  95(1,734,  Increase, 

Average  attendance,  «»H:i,918,  Increase, 

Per  cent,  of  attendance, 84 

Average     length     of     terui     in 

months,     7.71,  Increase, 

Number  of  male  teachers,  .  .  .  .S,(>28,  Increase. 

Number  of  female  teachers,  .  14,975,  Increase, 

Whole  number  of  teachers,..  "28,603,  Tn(;rease. 

Average       salary       of       male 

teachers  per  month,   ^41   80,  Increase, 

Average      salary     of      female 

teachers  per  month,   32  78,   Decrease, 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text  books, 356,768  42,  Decrease, 

Teachers'  wages,   7,460,547  01,  Increase, 

Fuel  and  contingencies,    ....   4,016,808  96,  Increase, 

Cost  of  text  books 564,417  95,  Decrease, 

Purchasing,  building    and    re- 
pairing houses,    3,297,416  07,  Increase, 

Total  expenditures 15,695,958  41,  Increase, 

Average   number   of    mills   on 

dollar  for  school  purposes,.  +.99.   Increase, 

Average   u umber   of   mills   on 

doUni' for  building  ])urposes,  2.88,  Decrease, 

.Ainoinit  of  tnx  bn-ied |;9.29(;.162  78.  Tncreitsc. 
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1,829  48 
254,294  13 
104,146  83 
204,473  55 

14,666  67 
266,804  (50 
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|;697,<>20  07 


I'MlLAUEUMdlA. 

Nnml)er  of  .schools,    :?,or»7 

Number  of  male  teachers,   His 

Nmber  of  female  teachers,  2,993 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month f  197  5f, 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month ()5  77 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  <'nd  of  year, 132,052 

Average  attendance 1 18,81  !> 

Paid  for  teachers'  salaries,    2.161,688  80 

Pnid  foi'  houses,  additions  ;ind  rcpnirs 799.508  86 

I'nid  foi'  bo(»ks.  fuel,  stntionciv  mikI  contiiigoncif^s.  1.001, .'57.''.   'i  I 
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Distribution  of  State  Aid  for  Normal  School  students  for  the  school 

year,  1896. 


First,    . . 
Second, 
Third.    . . 
Fourth. 
Fifth,     . 
Sixth,     . . 
Seventh. 
Eighth. 
Ninth,    .. 
Tenth,    . 
Eleventh 

Twelfth,     I  Edinboro, 

Thirteenth ,  Clarion 


West  Chester, 

Millersville 

Kutztown 

East    Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield 

Bloomsburg 

Shippensburg 

I..nck   Haven 

Indiana 

California 

Slippery  Rock, 


3. 

Districts 

Location. 

li 

adua 

V 

<A 

S 

<d 

■d 

u 

1 

0 

^ 

$5,000  00 
4,600  00 
5.900  00 
5,600  00 
5,450  00 
6,350  00 
5,900  CO 
6  4C0  00 
S,350  00 
L'.200  00 
5,500  00 
■J,  650  00 
3.200  00 


17,196  00 
7.894  00 
5,41,7  50 
4,442  50 
5,329  00 
5,347  50 
5,173  00 
6,676  50 
4,684  Ob 
3.366  00 
6,485  CO 
:f,008  50 
5,042  Zl 
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Table  shoioing  the  amount  of  Special  and  Direct  State  Appropriations 
that  each  State  Normal  School  has  received  since  Us  organization  until 
May  31,  1896. 


First 

Second. 

Third 

Fourth . 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh ,     . 
Kighth.     .. 

Ninth 

Tenth. 
Eleventh. 
Twelfth. 
Thirteenth, 


West  Chester,    . . . 

Millersville 

Kutztown,    

East  Stroudsbure 

Mansfield 

Bloomsburg 

Shlppensburg.    . .  ■ 

Lock  Haven 

Indiana 

California 

Slippery  Rock.    .. 

Edinboro 

Clarion 


1871. 
1819. 
1866. 

iS9S. 
1862. 
1869, 
1S73. 
1S77. 
1875. 
1874, 
1889. 
ISfil, 
I    ST. 


*190  000  00 
239.933  5» 
197.500  Oft 
49,652  97 
2«5,000  Oft 
260.000  01 
242,000  00 
291,. 500  01 P 
20 J, 500  0) 
192.  OW  Of) 
162,500  10 
182,500  00 
1.54.904  96 


$2,629,991  48 


(J. 
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COKNI'I.ANTEK  INDIAN   SCHOOL. 


Ex]H'ii(litiii'('S  for  tlie  Sciiool  Year  Endiu^^  JiiiU'  1,  ISOO,  for  tlie  Coni- 
planU'i'  Indian  Scliovl.  Situated  on  tlie  AUeglieny  Kiver,  in  War- 
ren (Jonnty. 


(As    cei'titied    to    by    H.    JNI.    I'ut-aani,    Supeiinlendeut    of    Warren 
county,  as  per  act  of  Assembly  approved  July  .*>,  1895.) 


Keceipts. 

Balance  on  band  from  last  year,  |1  ()(> 

State  appropriation 800  00 


Total 1801  on 


KxjM'nditures. 


TeacJier's  vva^es, 
Snpplies 

Total,      .  .  . 
I'alance  on  band. 


$280 
20 

00 

27 

f800 

27 
70 

Statement  Sliowiuj^  tbe  Number  of  Cbildren  Uetween  tbe  Ages  of 
Eight  and  Tbirteen  years  Retuined  to  tbe  County  Commissioners 
by  tbe  Assessors  of  Tbeir  Respective  Counties. 

Adams  county,    8,(;()8 

Allegbenv  countv .  (55,518 
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Al'iuslr(»ii;^  ((iiiiilv 

Moaver  county 5,515 

Kedford   touiity 

Bt'iks  coiiiily,    I<),954 

Blair  county,   0,122 

Hiadlord  county,    

Bucks  county,   (i,78(» 

Butler  county, (»,861 

Cauibiia  county,   'J,607 

Cameron  county,  084 

Carbon  county,   

Centre  county, 4,624 

Chester  county, 8,825 

Clarion  county,   4,243 

Clearfield  county,   SJ89 

Clinton  county,   

Columbia  county,   

Crawford  county,   

Cumberland  county, 5,938 

Dauphin  county,   

Delaware  county,   

Elk  county,    2,867 

Erie  county,  9,472 

Fayette  county.  9,978 

Forest  county,  

Franklin  county, 5,428 

Fulton  county, 1,160 

Greene  county 

Huntingdon  county,  

Indiana  county, 4,758 

Jefferson  county, 6,190 

Juniata  county,  1,904 

Lackawanna  county,   17,895 

Lancaster  county,  

Lawrence  county, 4,566 

Lebanon  county,  

Lehigh  county,    8.181 

Luzerne  county 

Lycoming  county,  

McKean  county 5,500 

Mercer  county, 5,738 

Mifflin  county,   

Monroe  county,   2,419 

Montgomery  county 
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Montour  couut.v,   1,310 

Xoi'tluunpton  county,    

Northunibei'land  county, 9,068 

Perry  county, 3,081 

Pike   county,    1,031 

Potter  county 

Schuylkill  county, 

Snyder  county, 2,045 

Somerset  county 

SulliAJni  county 1,282 

Susqucluinna    county,    3,921 

Tioga  county, 

Union  county 

Venango  county, 

Warren   county,    3,875 

Washington  county, 

Wayne  county, 

Westmoreland  county, 

Wyoming  county 1,319 

York  county,   . 11,558 

Philadelphia  county,   99,521 


NOTE. — This  table  is  incomplete  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
county  commissioners  in  some  of  the  counties  to  keep  a  record  of 
the  number  of  children  returned. 


Average  Monthly  .Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  School 
Year  Ending  June  1,  1896. 


1.  Delaware  county,    |68  33 

2.  Elk  county,   67  76 

3.  Allegheny  county 62  74 

4.  Luzerne  county,   56  63 

5.  McKean  county,  56  46 

6.  Lackawanna  county 56  12 

7.  Chester  county 55  08 
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8.  Cameron  couiii  v |54  'I'l 

9.  Carbon   county,    53  95 

10.  Schuylkill  county 53  04 

11.  Lehigh    county 48  98 

12.  Warren  county,    48  81 

13.  Bucks   county,    48  15 

14.  Lancaster  county,   47  43 

15.  Westmoreianrt  county 47  20 

16.  Northampton  county,   47  05 

17.  Fayette  county,    40  55 

18.  Montgomery  county,  46  34 

19.  Beaver  county,   45  03 

20.  Bedford  county,  44  97 

21.  Washington  county,   44  29 

22.  Northumberland    county 43  67 

23.  Erie  county,      43  02 

24.  Venango  county 42  98 

25.  Tioga  county,    42  47 

26.  Lebanon  county, 42  11 

27.  Blair  county, 42  09 

28.  Lawrence  county,    41  63 

29.  Dauphin  county, 41  61 

30.  Clearfield  county, 41  53 

31.  Mifflin  county, 41  44 

32.  Butler  county, 40  37 

33.  Susquehanna  county, 39  54 

34.  Potter  county, 39  36 

35.  Lycoming  county,    39  28 

36.  Cumberland  county,   39  27 

37.  Cambria   county,    39  20 

38.  Forest  county, 38  58 

39.  Wayne   county,    38  09 

40.  Armstrong  county 37  46 

41.  Clinton  county, 37  16 

42.  Mercer  county,   37  16 

43.  Berks  county,   37  12 

44.  York  county,    37  10 

45.  Jefferson    county,    36  88 

46.  Clarion  county, 36  50 

47.  Columbia  county,  36  49 

48.  Sullivan  county, .36  34 

49.  Bradford  county 36  09 

50.  Indiana  county 35  96 

51.  Franklin  county,   35  61 
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52.  VVyommg   uouutj,    

53.  Union  county,  

54.  Adams  county, 

55.  Crawford  county, 

56.  Centre  county,    

57.  Montour  county, 

58.  Greene  county,  

59.  Monroe   county,    

()0.  Perry  county,   

(51.  Juniata    county,    

()2.  Somerset  county,   

(18.  Huntingdon  county,    

(;4.  Pil^e  county,   

<>5.  Snyder  county,   

(><».  Fnllou  coiiutv,    


184  96 

84 

87 

84 

88 

84 

15 

84 

07 

88 

96 

88 

89 

88 

21 

82 

82 

82 

79 

82 

61 

81 

07 

28  86 

26 

27 

25 

47 

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  School 
Year  Ending  June  1,  1896. 


1.  Allegheny  county, |45  60 

2.  Delaware  county,    45  33 

8.  Lancaster  county, 42  24 

4.  Bucks  county, 40  70 

5.  Wostuiorelaud  county 89  45 

6.  Chester  county,    89  61 

7.  Forest  county,    88  58 

8.  Luzerne  county,   88  21 

9.  Montgomery  county,  88  10 

10.  Blair  county,    37  74 

11.  Schujlkill  county 87  46 

12.  Lehigh  county,   87  09 

13.  Lebanon  county, 36  95 

14.  Washington  county,   86  59 

15.  Fayette  county,    36  54 

16.  Butler  county,    36  35 

17.  McKean  county,  35  94 

18.  Beaver  county 35  40 

1 9.  Elk  oountv 35  23 
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L'O.  Ck'jirliiltl  loiiiil  V,   j^:\4,  Jij 

21.  Canierou  cuuut y, 34  87 

22.  Dauphin   county,    34  8<> 

23.  Carbon  county, 34  58 

24.  l.awience  county, 34  55 

25.  Cumberland  county,    34  54 

2().  Northampton  county,   34  4!) 

27.  Northumberhind  county,   34  20 

28.  Lycoming  county, 33  (13 

29.  Cambria  county, 33  3D 

30.  York   county,    33  29 

31.  Lackawanna  county 33  04 

32.  Berks    county,    32  80 

33.  Mifflin   county,    32  79 

34.  Venango  county,    32  72 

35.  Armstrong  county,    32  70 

3G.  Clinton   county,    32  17 

37.  Union   county,    32  06 

38.  Centre  county,    31  72 

39.  Warren  county, 31  01 

40.  Mercer  county,   31  31 

41.  Franklin  county,    31  03 

42.  Columbia  county,  30  05 

43.  Jetferson  county,   30  51 

44.  Clarion  county, 30  33 

45.  Indiana  county,    30  19 

46.  Potter  county,    30  08 

47.  Sullivan  county,  29  66 

48.  Juniata  county,    29  64 

49.  Adams    county,    29  62 

50.  Greene  county,  29  62 

51.  Somerset  county,   29  54 

52.  Erie  county, 29  51 

53.  Tioga  county,   29  12 

54.  Bedford    county,    28  84 

55.  Monroe  county, 28  36 

56.  Montour  county,    28  20 

57.  Huntingdon  county,    28  17 

58.  Perry  county,   28  05 

59.  Crawford  county 27  66 

60.  Pike  county,    27  1 8 

61 .  Wayne  county,   27  1 2 

62.  Wyoming  county.    26  22 

63.  Bradford  cnnntA 25  36 


5^1  vi                                      Eepoht  op  the  [Off.  Doc. 

(>4.  Fiiltou  county,   $24  88 

<)5.  Susquehanna  county, 24  65 

»)G.  Snyder   county,    24  11 


Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  School 
Year  Ending  June  1,  1896. 


Months. 

1.  Delaware  county,    9.55 

2.  Allegheny   county,     9.32 

3.  Lackawanna  county 9.03 

4.  Montgomery    county,    9.00 

5.  Schuylkill  county,   8.80 

().  Sc^merset  county,   8.65 

7.  Chester   county, 8.59 

8.  Luzerne  county,   8.53 

9.  Noi'thamptcjn   county 8.39 

10.  Piucks  county 8,37 

1 1.  Carbon  county,   ....  8.24 

12.  Erie   county 8.22 

13.  Dauphin    county 8.07 

14.  Northumberland  county 7.97 

15.  Beaver  county,   7.89 

16.  Lehigh  county,    7.89 

17.  ^^■arren  county,    7.80 

18.  Lancaster  county,    7,70 

19.  Lawrence   county 7.58 

20.  Klair   county,    7,57 

21.  Pw'rks  county,    755 

22.  McKean  county,   7  51 

23.  Cumberland  county 7  42 

24.  Venango  county,    7  41 

25.  Lebanon  county, 7  40 

26.  Tioga   county.    7  37 

27.  Crawford    county 7  35 

28.  Mor  tour   county 7  31 

29.  Pike  county,   7  31 

30.  Cameron  county,    7  30 

31.  Lycoming  county 7  29 

32.  Forest   county 7  28 
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Months. 

33.  Fayette  county,    7.24 

34.  Washington  county,    7.23 

35.  Bradford  county,   7.22 

36.  Butler    county,    7.10 

37.  Clinton  county 7.11 

38.  Wayne  county,    '. 7.10 

39.  Elk  county,     7.08 

40.  Mercer  county,   7.08 

41.  Susquehanna  county 7.07 

42.  Columbia  county,  7.04 

43.  Wyoming  county, 7.02 

44.  Potter  county, 7.00 

45.  Cambria  county,    6.96 

46.  Clearfield  county.  6.92 

47.  Union  county,  6.92 

48.  York  county,  6.86 

49.  ]\rontour  county, 6.71 

50.  Westmoreland  county,   6.71 

51.  Franklin  county,    6.67 

52.  Mifflin  county,    6.63 

53.  Armstrong   county,    6.57 

54.  Clarion    county,    6.50 

55.  Huntingdon  county,    6.45 

56.  Adams  county,   6.42 

57.  Perry  county,    6.40 

58.  Jefferson  county,   6.39 

59.  Sullivan    county,    6.35 

60.  Bedford  county,   G.32 

61.  Centre  county,    6.21 

«>2.  Juniata  county,    6.21 

63.  Indiana  county,    6.18 

64.  Fulton  county,   6.08 

65.  Greene  county 6.02 

66.  Snyder  county,     6.02 


Estimated  Value  of  School  Propei  ty  in  Counties,  Including  Cities  and 
Boroughs  Having  Superintendents. 


1.  Adams  county |160,100  00 

2.  Allegheny  county 6,418,328  00 
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3.  Armstrong  couuly, $275,725  i){) 

4.  Beiiver  county,  491,142  00 

5.  Bedford  county,   210,065  00 

G.  Berks    county,    1,371,440  00 

7.  Blair   county,    785,819  00 

8.  Bradford  county,   493,500  00 

9.  Bucks  county,  ' 483,850  00 

10.  Butler  county,    308,300  00 

11.  Cambria  county, 065,975  00 

12.  Cameron  county 63,166  00 

13.  Carbon    county, 297,400  00 

14.  Centre  county,    272,375  00 

15.  Chester  county,    591,879  00 

16.  Clarion   county,    175,300  00 

17.  Clearfield   county,    458,561  00 

IS.  Clinton  county, 241,500  00 

19.  Columbia   county 268,289  00 

20.  Crawford   county,    471,425  00 

21.  Cumberland  county,    314,950  00 

22.  Dauphin  county,    1,112,550  00 

23.  Delaware  county, 743,663  00 

24.  Elk  county,   209,600  00 

25.  Erie  county,    . 988,800  00 

26.  Fayette  county,    499,500  00 

27.  Forest  county, 56,300  00 

28.  Franklin  county,    313,325  00 

29.  Fulton  county,   28,100  00 

30.  Greene  county, 165,100  00 

31.  Huntingdon  county,    209,525  00 

32.  Indiana  county 231,650  00 

33.  Jefferson  county,   325,100  00 

34.  Juniata  county,    86,820  00 

35.  Lackawanna   county,    1,567,550  00 

36.  Lancaster  county, 1,123,200  00 

37.  Lawrence  county, 291,800  00 

38.  Lebanon  county,    469,500  00 

:i9.  Lehigh  county,   1,029,379  00 

40.  Luzerne  county,   1,731,110  00 

41.  Lycoming  county,    320,150  00 

42.  McKean  county,  191,456  00 

43.  Mercer  county, :i80,975  00 

44.  Mifflin   county 170,550  00 

45.  Monroe  county,    136,400  00 

46.  Montgomerv  county 1.196.174   00 
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47.  Moutour  coimty, .|142,050  00 

48.  NortliJiinpton  county,   1 ,00G,1G5  00 

49.  Noi-thiiinberlaiid  county,   SG1,675  00 

50.  rciry  county,    150,750  00 

51.  l^ke  county,     41,700  00 

52.  Potter  county, 107,238  00 

53.  SchuylUill  county,   1,513,075  00 

54.  Snyder  county,   04,450  00 

55.  Somerset  county,   178,615  00 

56.  Sullivan   county,    56,600  00 

57.  Susquehanna  county,   253,000  00 

58.  Tioga  county.   234,350  00 

59.  Union  county,  98,700  00 

60.  Venango  county,    410,200  00 

61.  ^^'arren  county,   276,790  00 

62.  Wasliingtou  county,   428,050  00 

63.  Wayne  county,  155,000  00 

(;4.  Westmoreland    county 958,950  00 

65.  Wyoming  county, 115,425  00 

66.  York  county, 714,250  00 

67.  Philadelphia    county,    11,882,189  00 


148,143,088  00 


Statement    Showing   the   Total   Number   of   Permanent  Certiticates 

Granted. 


1.  Adams  coimty,   41 

2.  Allegheny  county,   1,278 

3.  Armstrong  county,    103 

4.  Beaver  county,  105 

5.  Bedford  county,   57 

6.  Berks  county,   273 

7.  Blair  county, 77 

8.  Bradford  county,   78 

9.  Bucks  county, 34 

10.  Butler  county, 122 

11 .  Cambria   county,    60 

|).-«-96 
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12.  Cameion  county,   V2 

13.  Carbon  county, 57 

14.  Centre  county,   114 

15.  Chester  county,    230 

16.  Clarion  county, 38 

17.  Cleartield  county,  '. L31 

18.  Clinton  county 25 

19.  Columbia  county,  40 

20.  Crawford  county,  97 

21.  Cumberland  county 65 

22.  Dauphin  county,    159 

23.  Delaware  county, 167 

24.  Elk  county 22 

25.  Erie  county, 46 

26.  Fayette  county,   124 

27.  Forest  county, 18 

28.  Franklin  county,   178 

29.  Fulton  county,   14 

30.  Greene  county, 135 

31.  Huntingdon  county 48 

32.  Indiana  county,   141 

33.  Jefferson  county,   41 

34.  Juniata  county 39 

35.  Lackawanna  county,  189 

36.  Lancaster  county,   281 

37.  Lawrence  county, 54 

38.  Lebanon  county, I'i2 

39.  Lehigh  county,  117 

40.  Luzerne  county 288 

41.  Lycoming  county 204 

42.  McKean   county 38 

43.  Mercer  county 67 

44.  Mifflin  county, 59 

45.  Monroe  county, 7 

46.  Montgomery  county,  77 

47.  Montour  county,    38 

48.  Northampton  county,   263 

49.  Northumberland    county 127 

•  50.  Perry  county,   53 

51.  Pike  county 6 

52.  Potter  county, 21 

53.  Schuylkill  county 393 

54.  Snyder  county 3q 

55.  Somerset  county 33 
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r>(>.    Siilli\  ;iii   culllll  V, 10 

01.  Sus(jut'liaim;i   county 8(1 

^tii.  Tio«;a   (.ouuty,    17 

59.  Union  county, 48 

C>0.  Venango  county,   148 

(>1.  Warren  county 120 

02.  Washington  county 278 

(>.*?.  Wayne  county 47 

<54.  Westmoreland   county 254 

(>5.  Wyoming  county, 2<» 

06.  York  county, 134 

Total 7,714 
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Statement  showing  the  condition  and  ioorking  of  the  system  as  exhibited 
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Schools. 
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DISTRICTS. 


Jefferson 

Juniata 
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Statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  Normal  Schools 


^_ 

u 

+-•    *  t« 

C  C  fl 

m 

c  o 

III 

Fifth   district,    S.    H.    Albro, 
principal,   Mansfield,   Tioga    1 
county.                                         1 

Third     district,     George     B. 
Hancher,    principal,    Kutz- 
town,    Berks  county.                 1 

Sixth  district,   J.   P.  Welsh, 
principal,   Bloomsburg,  Co- 
lumbia county. 

1 
1 

Date   of   recognition 

1859. 

1S61. 

lSti2. 

1SG6. 

1869. 

History- 
Total   number   of  male   students   since  recogni- 

17, 320 

11,746 

6S9 

694 

69 

10 

1 

2 

24 

2 

665 

669 

4,867 
5,141 

2 


5,340 
6,292 
61S 
767 
17 
21 

11,980 

4,023 

3,562 

672 

15 

2 

5.278 

Total   number  of   female  students   since   recog- 
nition  

4,720 

Total   number   of  males   graduated   in   the   ele- 
mentary course,    

396 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary  course •, 

93.-> 

Total    number   of  males   graduated   in   the   sci- 
entific course,    

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the  sci- 
entific course 

4 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the  clas- 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the  clas- 

3 

1 
343 

611 

6 

10 

4 

707 

366 

Total    number    of    males    who    have    received 
State   certificates  without  graduating 

Total    number    of    females    who    have    received 
State   certificates  without  graduating 

Total    number    of    males    who    have    received 

S 
6 

618 

762 

Total    number    of    females    who    have    received 

Professors- 
Number  of  professors  and  teachers,   male 

Number   of  professors  and   teachers,    female. 

20 
!9 

4 

S 
8 

17 

14 
V. 

No    G.]  SUPKRINTENDENT  OV    PUUI.IC    InhTUUCTION 

as  reported  by  the  Presidents  o/'  t/ic  Boonts  of  Trustees. 
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1,567  1,77( 


1,896  2,7o9 
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453 

2S2 

192 

4r.s 

157 

83 

78 
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^24 

372 

01!) 

557 

274 

265 

171 

21 

2 
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1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

2 

1 

7 

0 

3 

2 

8 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

163 

44': 

2^1 

ISI 

448 

149 

8^ 

77 

r.o7 

r>i4 

?.71 

608 

547 

273 

265 

171 

14 

9 

11 

12 

1- 

12 

7 

8 
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13 

7 

■ 

S 

<! 

6,363 


151 


4,ifii; 


149. 65:^ 
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Date   of   recognition. 


Average  number  of  classes  taught  by  each  per   \ 

day I  6 

Average  length  of  recitation  in  minutes niin.  45 


Students— 
Xumber  of   male  students   for   the   past   school 

year 

Number  of  female  students  for  the  past  school 

year,     

Number  of  male  students  in  th'i  normal  school. 
Number    of    female    students    in    the    normal 

school 

Number  of  boys  in  the  model  school 

Number  of  girls  in  the  model  school 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  elementary 

course 

Number  of  females  graduated   in  the  element- 
ary   course 

Number    of   males    graduated    in    the    scientific 

course 

Number  o'   females  graduated  in   the  scientific 

course 

Number    of    males    graduated    in    the    classical 

course 

Number  of  females  graduated   in    the   classical 

course 

Number    of    males    graduated    who    intend     to 

become    teachers 

Number   of   females    graduated    who    Intend    to 

become    teachers 


6 

min.  45 


5  7 

min.  45       min.  45 


■-jo.' 

'"  to) 
CQ 


'C-TT-r; 


527  146  314 

543  236  404 

402  101  200 

i 
I 

411   \  196  256 

125   j  45  113 

132   !  40  148 


C3  38 


302 

321 

449 

219 

216 

291 

90 

4» 

86 

30 

No.   6'.]  SUPKIUNTENDENT   OF    PuKLIC   INSTRUCTION. 
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niin.  45     I    min.4u         niin.  45 


mill.  45        mill.  45 


1S87. 

18S'J. 

1803. 

1 

1 

6                    6 

a 

mill.  45 

min.  45    j     min.  45 

3.-J1 

218 

4.20:) 

458 
14 


467 

424 

3;"a 

387 

518 

361 

5.0.-.1 

220 

204 

319 

227 

229 

S.lici 

3C1 

330 

2b4 

347 

402 

244 

3. 1'O 

143 

73 

67 

58 

1M2 

74 

1. 0*)'. 

166 

94 

70 

61 

40 

116 

109 

1.092 

77 
4 

63 

33 

56 

1 

71                      44 
1                        1 

87 

70 

1  1 
1 

24 

77 

.57 

11 
33 

13 

.S4 

57                   21 
71                     44 

23 
87 

42  1 

70 

1 

4.17 
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Date   of  recognition, 


Xumber   of  males   who  iinve  received   aid 

from  Sna  te  as  studen  ts,    

Number  of  females  who  have  receivid  aid 

from  State  as  students 

Xumber   of  males   who  have   received  aid 

from  State  as  graduates 

Xumber  of  females  who  have  reeavcd  aid 

from  State  as  graduates,   

Xumber  of  males  who  have  received  State 

certificates  without  graduation 

Xumber    of    females    who    have    received 

State  certificates  without  gradualii  n,    . 


Libraries — 

Whole  number  of  volumes 

Xumber  added  during  the  year,    .. 
Xumber  of  reviews  and  periodicals. 


6> 

—  c 
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•a  o  v 

CCS 
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c  o 

a,  t. 

Kg 


C« 
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C 
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265 


12S 


JO. 000 

G,215 

3,437 

5 

318 

l,9-;i 

1  oco 

335 

irs 

25; 

100 

8S 

33 

88 

4S 

Value   of  Property — 
Value   of  buildinKs  and  grounds, 

Value  of  furniture 

Value  of  libraric? 

Value  of  musical   instrunif  nts.    .. 

.  A'alue  of  apparatus,    

Value   of   other   property 


5-104, 1)48  62 
19, 150')  00 
8,  GOO  00 
5,S00  CO 

I   4  800  00 

2,SS5  00 

] 

i 1476, 233  62 


;150  000  00  '255, 000  00  '240,000  00   $265,001  Oi1 

10,000  00  j  25,  OCO  00   27  C0,1  00  \      17.000  0) 

I  I 

6  COO  00  i   2,745  00  ,   5  COO  00 

5,000  CO  i   3,200  00  j   3  COO  0) 

4,000  00    2,675  00  I   5,000  00 


2,000  00 


2,500  00    1  200  00 


2  500  0) 

3  409  00 
3,0'0  0' 

1  000  00 


$291  905  CO 
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325  163 


1874. 

1875. 

lie 

136 

153 

234 

577. 

IJiS 

! 

is^u. 

1*!. 

270 

Ifl2 

;.;.. 

332 

235 

308 

iSl 

UO 

:u 

20 

23 

42 

2  242 


2,:i:,; 


$395, 1.11  0  00 
20.0n0  CO 

8,000  or 
5,f)C0  or 
4,400  00 
5.000  OC 


;?43.S  SOO  00  ;217.500  Of 


7,300  2.05C 
300  200 
156        SO 


:;,.^co 

300 


2,S2" 
68 

ine 


4.200 
200 
225 


00,00100  175.<00.0  240  0  0  00  ^60.000  00 

12,000  CO  11  500  CO  21,000  CO  19,000  00 

3,000  OC  :  3  300  0'  i   4,000  00  4,5^0  00 

j 

1,500  00,  1500  00  2,600  00  2, .5(0  0' 

1,000  00  \  2,700  00  4,."00  00  2,0C0  00 

1,000  00  2.233  59  


'195  OflO  CC 


1,320   I  700 

20  35 

57  25 


27,753 


.:2  8  -. 
2, 86 : 
1.06'; 


^242. 100  00   170,506  00  j  $76,837  65  j  ?2  974  492  I'T 
ll.Orooo    9,383  55  I  13,266  93  j   245, 6:o  ts 

182  41  '  ,';47  71 


5  000  no 
3,. 525  00 
2  000  00 
1  000  00 


$188,000  01     5264.525  00 


2,167  64 
745  93 
7:0  00 

5186,775  53 


1,055  00 
1,256  57 
46,037  97 


n39.0'il  S3 


56,3-5  12 
41,247  61 
38,077  50 
65,646  5'; 


$3  421  489  57 
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trict,    M.   G.   Ben- 
icipal,    Edinboro. 
ty. 

aro. 
og.i 

3 

.CO 

3 

rict,   E. 
Millers 
county. 
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Ct.     J.     P 
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Date   of   recognition, 


Amount    i-ecured    to    individuals    Ijy    judg- 
ment or  mortgage  on  property | 

Amount  of  mortgage  field  by  State |169,933  55  j  $90,000  Qj 

Amount   received   from   State   and   not   se-  | 

cured   by  mortgages,*    i    60,000  00       82,500  00 

Amount  of  floating  debt ]    31,500  00  |    15,724  25 

Amount  of  stock  iield  by  individuals,    I    19,000  00 

i 
Amount    contributed    by    individuals    and 

not  included  in  shares  of  stock 4, 725  00    


$21,000  00 


$21,620  42  i    $31,712  O.i 
90,000  00  !    190,000  Oi 


10,000  00 


19,050  no  !     24.000  00 


30,100  Oi 
23,500  0.1 
39,940  00 


,158  55   ,^207, 224  25      $40,4.50  00  i $148. 620  42      $3.i4.152  0^ 


Expenses  pnd  Improvement.-- 
Buildings,  repairs,  printing,  pf-.. 
Grounds,   fences,   shrubbery     t-ti-.. 

Furniture 

Insurance   on   buildings 

Discliarge  nf  >3ebt= 

imprest   on   debts 


352  2S  91  67 

6.600  00  4,500  00 

! .  :S;j  6.8   ! 


$fi.9Rn  JVi  ,    $19  .-,1<' 


131   10  1,44-i  00 
'       8. 7Sfi  70 


3U0  tlO 
9.506  3, 
..  .lit  .1- 

380  0  I 


Appartiiuis 

Increase   of    librar.v.    periodicals,    etc. 


Students    Expenses- 
Tuition   per  year  in   normal   school. 
Tuition  per  year  in  model  school,    .. 

Board  per  week 

Incidental    expanses 


102  64 
403  94 


425  00 


402  ", 
lUO  00 


I  : 

$19,755  33  I     $6,788  73  I  $10,621  65  1   $32  312  81        $3S.76I  SU 


$60  00 


$51  00  I  $42  00 


2  00   I  3  50 


S40  00 
12  00 
3  50 


$fi3  "' 
10  51 

3  25 

9  10 


This    dries     not     include    all     the     aniounis     received    for   maiiiten;itire. 


No    (J.]  SuPliltlNTKNDENT  OK   PuBLIO    InsTIIUCTION. 

—  Continued. 
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$14,!)83  10   ^3.47(1  U2   $3,903  38   $4,162  05   $14,182  0;    $2,033  17  $37,713  04   $12  676  61    1148, 419  16 


45  25    2,296  28     378  92    1,135  09    1,193  (IS  \  582  07     38142    4.498  14 

85120    1,795  32    1,107  36     927  57    1, 328  52  j    463  04    2,963  11  

279  06  246  60     760  00     145  5 1  1 94150     319  50 


13,293  12 
15,979  90 
5,001  21 


20,000  00   11,000  00   13,093  05 


22  50     73,458  60 


874  70 

2.239  16 

1,792  29 
8S  00 
15  16 
398  65 

3,184  50 

63  00 

184  81 

566  15 

1,463  73 

1.609  00 

31  00 

154  86 

176  22 

162  50 

1,334  00 

22.120  ei 
612  Oi 

2  343  91 

4,f;50  1! 

400  00 

4  73 

i.i:;4  72 

651  17 

90  ro 

300  00 

1,050  34 

$27, 733  31 

$21,851  12 

$21,023  41 

?10,973  17 

1 
$18,313  46 

$5,049  36 

|43,r01  62 

$19,595  82 

$286,084  6.: 

$85  00 

$63  00 
free 
3  50 

$52  50 

10  50 

3  25 

i 

$50  00 
free 
3  60 

$52  50 

.$45  00 

$51  OO 
free 
2  20 

$63  00 

30  00 

3  40 

3  00 

2  00 

3  00 

10  00 
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Date   of  recognition, 


SK2 


1866. 


.E 

o  >• 


Income — 

Balance  as  per  last  rei>oit $3,190  03 

From  tuition  in  normal  school,    30,946  86 

From  tuition  in  model  scliool 

From  rents 

From   board   of  pupils,    49,667  53 

From   State  appropriation 10,000  CO  |    10,000  00         5,0;.10  CO       10  0  0  00         lO.OOO  00 

From  bequests  and  gratuities 10  00    

I 
From  all  other  sources,    28,S6S  40         4,630  86..". '      9,:85  CI         11739  10 


$t,000  35  1 $11,197  26  ; 

I  ! 

10,96116;     12,672  91    '\     |2i,961iJi 

221  40  I  (i30  00       52,756  70  i  S80  0 ' 

1,156  60  [ : 

4,328  92       27,5?2  66    ,      52,410  01 


n22  6.S2  82      $32  29J  29      .$4.-,.S35  57     ?83,539  :,7       $9"., 933  6-. 


Expenditures — 
Total      for     salarie.s      of     ]irufes=ors      and 

teachers $24, 323  93 

Total  for  salaries  of  other  officers 700  00 

Total  for  board,    washing,    etc 27.327  60 

Total  for  servants'   hire,   etc 10.253  69 

Totals  as  above  for  improvements 19,733  33 

Total   for   other  expenditures 36,023  81 


$S,S27  14      $11,453  TS  $11,61".  17       $17,(20  00 

699  99  I  50  00  $S0  0)    

3.42S  59  !     19.183  75  17,975  24'       17.19111 

2,416  07  i      4,853  90  2.781  93  i        5,833  SO 

6,788  73  i      9,974  95  >  32,312  81  :      38,764  89 

7.772  21  1          646  70  1  n,476  44  1       25.018  37 


$118,586  36  ,  $29,932  73  i  $46,162  63  '    $75,021  59  |  $1  3,858  1? 


Insurance—  i 

Insurance  on  buildings f  169, 100  00  |  $47,000  00 

Insurance   on    furniture 49,Oro  CO  i      2,000  00 


n40,800  00 
19,200  00 


$171,600  01 
32  051  00 


$166,350  0' 
20  100  Oj 


No.  6.]  Sjpeuintendent  of  PubLic  Instuuction. 

—  Continued. 


40,0S6  46 


$S,SS7  G7  !  J2,621  01  '    $444  09     $504  42   $3  750  0)    $2,005  11  $:{, 225  84  j  $10,139  19 

;!0.9U  70  13,752  96   19,170  13   ISOOSS!   14,312  72  18,554  45  10,319  39 

1.120  15  1,025  00  1 8S7  00  '  11,82300 

27150  4,015  00  4,523  85  

60,562  87   44,017  50   17.502  23   2J,310  58   36,017  67   10,017  95  19,285  90  20.638  78 

I 

lO.OCOOO   10,000  00   10  00)00   10,  coo  00   10,000  09   10,000  00  35,000  00  10,000  00 

1,153^9 


552  39       14.391  72         5.340  47 
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1871. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1877. 

1887. 

1889. 

ISI'S. 

$13,764  97 
200  575  08 
72  345  .5 

9  1'66  95 
371, :92  si 
150,000  0. 

1,163  Vj 
130.142  a 


$148,568  85   $57,190  90   $07,116  00   $64,397  10   $77.^37  41   $42,294  83   ?81.9I8  te   *tj7.076  25    $979  251  1 1; 


$26.738  75  $8,097  50  $15,133  08  -ri6.153  4)  $10,640  25  $9,9S5  64  $12,069  30  $11.122  49 

2,50U  00  539  00  1,2SD69  500  00  2,1C1  5"  2,898  24  1.49128 

33,235  31  14,305  15  10,897  76  31,703  57  22,729  03  10,158  32  16,78106  12,1.:0  69 

7,017  00  2,499  32  3.190  40  6,753  34  2.024  22  1,961.37  3,553  77 

37,733  31  21,851  12  21,023  41  10,973  17  18,313  46  5  019  38  43, .301  62  19,595  82 

800  00  ;   1,722  50  5,367  78  4.816  81  10,868  47  7.71118  2,189  66  11,070  03 


$183,782  07 
13,629  7.5 
237,42.J  21 
53,13S  81 
285  437  95 
123.543  91) 


$108,02137   $49, 674  53   $"j6,902  12   $54,267  07   $71.406  68   $34,92,S  72   $79,20125   $58,9.«4  0S    $896,952 


$isn,375  00   $9.1,0  0  0)   $73,000  00   $68.933  31   $90,000  00   ?.S8,550  HO   $80,000  00   $45,000  00  $1,419,708  31 
52,500  00   11,000  00    5,(0)00   12.50)00    4,20)00   13,500  00    5.550  00   15,000  00    241,500  00 


$1,661,308  31 
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General  and  Financial  Statistics  of  State  and  Incorporated  and  other 

the  Academic 


THEOLOGICAL,    SEMINARIES. 

1.  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary,    

2.  Western  Theological  Seminary,    

3.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Reformed 

Presbyterian   Church 

4.  Moravian  Theological  Seminary 

5.  Theological  Department,  Ursinus  College, 

6.  Theological  Course  in  St.  Vincent  College, 

7.  Theological     Seminary     of     the     General 

Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  United  States 

S.  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States 

9.  Meadville   Theological   School 

10.  Theological  Seminary  of  St.  Charles*  Bor- 

romeo 

11.  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical 

Lutheran  Church 

12.  Theological      Department,       Susquehanna 

University 

13.  Crozer  Theological  Seminary 


MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

1.  Jefferson  Medical  College,    

2.  Medical  Department,   University  of  Penn- 

sylvania  

3.  Medico-Chirurgical  College 

4.  Woman's    Medical     College     of     Pennsyl- 


Allegheny    City '  1856 

Bethlehem,     1807 

Collegeville '  1S70 

Germantown,     Philadelphia i  1868 


Gettysburg 1826 


Lancaster 1825 

Meadville 1844 


1863 
1869 
1851 


1827 


1831 

1846 


vania 

■;.  Hahnemann   Medical   College,    

6.  Philadelphia  Polyclinic 

7.  Western    Pennsylvania    Medical    College, 

COLLEGES  OP  PHARMACY. 

1.  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy 

I.  Pittsburg  College  of  Pharmacy,    Western 
University  oi  Pennsylvania 


Mt.    Airy,     Philadelphia ,  1864 

Sellns  Grove 1894 

Upland 1868 

Philadelphia j  1823 

Philadelphia ,  1765 

Philadelphia ;  1881 

Philadelphia ,  1850 


Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, 


184S 

1S82 


Pittsburg 1887 


Philadelphia, 


Pittsburg, 


1858 
1867 


1753 
1881 


1822 


No. 


SUPEUINTENDENT  OF   PUBLIO  IwHTRUGTION. 


XCIX 


Educational  Institutions  compiled  front  reports  of  presiding  officers  for 
year,  1895-96. 


Religious    Denumination. 


Official   Title  of   Officer 
in  Charge. 


Naiiu-    of     President,     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


United  Presbyterian,    President '  Rev.   James  A.   Grier,    D.   D. 

Presbyterian,    Senior   Professor William  H.  Jeffers,  D.  D.,   LL.  D. 


Reformed   Presbyterian Senior   Professor '  D.   B.  Wilson,  M.  D.,   D.   D. 

Moravian,    President Rev.   Aug.    Schultze,    D.    D. 

Reformed I  Dean,     j  Rev.   James  I.  Good.   D.   D. 

Roman  Catholic !  Superior,    Very  Rev.   James  McGlU,    V.   C.   M. 


Lutheran Chairman  of  Faculty,   .. 


Reformed, 
Unitarian, 


Lutheran, 


Lutheran, 
Baptist,    .. 


President  of  Faculty, 
President,     


Roman  Catholic Superior, 


Milton  Valentine,    D.   D.,    LL.   D. 


Rev.   E.   V.  Gerhart,    D.   D.,   LL.   D. 
George  L.    Carey,    A.   M.,    L.   H.    D. 


Very  Rev.  J.  E.  Fltz  Warren,   D.  D 


Dean Rev.    Henry   E.   Jacobs,    D.D.,LL.D'.. 


President, 
President, 


Dean, 


Provost, 
Dean,     . 


Dean 

Dean 

President  of  Faculty, 
Dean 


J.  R.   Dlmm,   A.   M.,   D.   D. 
Henry  G.  Weston,   D.  D.,   LL.  D. 

J.  W.  Holland,   M.  D. 

Charles  C.   Harrison,   A.   M.,   LL.   D. 
C.  William  Bergner,   Esq. 

Clara  Marshall,    M.   D. 
Pemberton  Dudley,    M.    D. 
J.  S.   Cohen,  M.  D. 
J.   B.   Murdock,    M.   D. 

Joseph  P.   Remington,    Ph.M, F.CS. 


Dean Julius   .A.    Kor-li.    Ph.   G. 
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COLLEGES   OP   DENTAL    SURGERY. 

1.  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental   Siirgtry, 

2.  Department    of    Dentistry,    University    of 

Pennsylvania Philadelphia, 

3.  Philadelphia  Dental  College  and  Hospital 

of  Oral  Surgery,    Philadelphia, 

■4.  Pittsburg    College    of    Dental    Surgery    of 

I 
■Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,    ...i  Pittsburg,     . 


VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 
1.  Department  of  Veterinary  Medicine,   Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,    '  Philadelphia, 


LAW   SCHOOLS. 

1.  Law  Department,    University  of  Pennsyl- 

vania  

2.  Law  Department,    Dickinson   College,    .   . 

3.  Law   Department,    Western  University.    . 


Philadelphia '  !J!?5  (■     

'  18oU  ( 

Carlisle 1S36  1890 

Pittsburg 1S95        


CONSERVATORY  OF   MUSIC. 

1.  Eroad  Street  Conservatory  of  Music,    j  Philadelphia      1885       

2.  Philadelphia  School  of  Music,    I   Philadelphia 1SS8         IS'Jl 


COLLEGES   AND   UNIVERSITIES. 

I.Allegheny    College ^  Meadville  Crawford  county 

2    Brvn    Mawr      1  ^ryn   Mawr.    Montgomery    county, 

3.  Bucknell   University Lewi.sburg,    Union   county 

4.  Central  High  School Philadelphia,   Philadelphia  county, 

.5.  Dickinson  College Carlisle,    Cumberland   county,     .... 

C.  Franklin  and  Marshall   Cojlege Lancaster,    Lancaster  county 

7.  Geneva  Cojlege Beaver   Falls,    Beaver   county,     ... 

8.  Grove   City   College «'-ove   City.    Mercer  rnuniy 

9.  Haverford  College Haverford,     Montgomery     coimty. 

10.  Lafayette   College Easton,    Northampton  county 

11.  Lebanon  Valley  College Annville.    Lebanon  county 


1815 

1817 

1885 

1880 

1846 

1840 

1838 

1849 

1783 

17S'! 

1852 

/  18.52  ^ 

1819 

1880 

1879 

ISSl 

1833 

1833 

1832 

1826 

1866 

1867 

No.  G  ]  SUPEIUNTENDENT  OF   PuBLIC   InBTIIUCTION.  ci 

Statistics  —  Continued. 


Kpllglous    Denomination. 

Otflolal   Title   of   Officer 
In   Charge. 

Name    of    President,     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 

Dean,     

C.  N.   Pierce,  D.   D.  K. 

Dean,     

Edward  C.   Kirk,    D.   D.   S. 

Dean,     

S.    H.   Guilford.    D.   D.    S. 

Dean,     

J.   G.  Templeton,    A.    M.,    I).   D.   S. 

Dean i  William   Draper   Lewis,    Ph.    D. 

President {  Geo.   Edward  Reed,    D.   D.,    LI>.    D. 

Dean,     '  John  D.   Shafer,    Esq. 


Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Secta.ian, 


Director Gilbert   Reynolds   Conibs! 

i 
Principal,    !  Kate  H.  Chandler. 


Dean John  Marshall,   M.    D. 


MethoOist   Ep-sconal President I  William  H.   Crawford,    D.    D. 

!  President M.    Cary  Thomas,    Ph.    D. 

Baptist I  President |  John  H.  Harris,  Ph.  D. ,   LL.  P. 

President i  Robert  E.    Thompson,    .A.M.,    S.T.O. 

Methodist    Episcopal President Rev.    Geo.    Edw.    Reed,    D.D.,I.L.D. 

Reformed  Church  in  tl:e  U.   P..      President Rev.   John  S.    Stahr,    Ph.    D.,    D.    1). 


Reformed   Piesbyterian, 


Friends'    Orthodox 

Prsebyterian 

T'nited   Brethren  in   Christ. 


President Wm.   Pollock  Johnston.   A.M.,   D.D. 

President Rev.  Isaac  C.   Ketler,   Ph.  I).   D. 

President Isaac   Sharpless,    Se.   D.,    JA,.    D. 

Pn-sident E.   D.  AVarfield.   LL.   D. 

President E.   Benj.    Bierman.    A.    M. .    Ph.    D. 
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l^ehigh   University, 

Muhlenberg  College 

Pennsylvania  College 

Pennsylvania  Military  College 

Pennsylvania  Starte  College 

St.  Vincent  College 

Susquehanna    University 

Swarthmore  College 

Thiel    College 

University  oi  Pennsylvania.  College  De- 
partment  

Ursinus  College 

Villanova  College,    

AVashington   and  Jefferson   College 

Waynesburg    College 

Western  University,   College  Department, 

AVinchester  College,   

Wilson    College 


S.    Bethlehem,    Northampton    co. 

AUentown,  Lehigh  county 

Gettysburg,    Adams   county,    

Chester,   Delaware  county 

State  College,  Centre  county,  .. 
Beatty,  Westmoreland  county,  . 
Selins  Grove,  Snyder  county,  ... 
Swarthmore,   Delaware  county,    . 


1866 
1S67 
1832' 
1862 
1859 
1816 
1858 
1869 


Greenville,    Mercer   county 1870 

Philadelphia,   Philadelphia  county,  1740 

Collegeville,   Montgomery  county,  1S69 

Villanova,    Delaware   county 1S42 

Washington,    Washington   county,  1802 

Waynesburg,    Greene   county 1850 

Allegheny  City,   Allegheny  county,  1787 

New    Wilmington,    Lawrence    co. ,  1852 

Chambersburg,    Franklin    county,  1870 


1866 
1867 
1832 
1862 
1855 
1870 
1858 
1864 
1870 

1791 
1869 
1818 
1802 
1850 
1819 


*COLLEGIATK   INSTITUTIONS  AND  SEC- 
ONDARY SCHOOLS.  I 
1.  Abington  Friend's  School 1  Jenkintown. 


1696 


Myerstown '\  '*^''' 

I  ISD.i 

AUentown 1867 

1892 


2.  Albright  Collegiate  Institute,    

3.  AUentown  College  for  Women 

4.  Alinda  College  Preparatory  School Pittsburg, 

5.  (Miss)    Baldwin's    School    Preparatory    to 

Mawr    College Bryn    Mawr 1888 

6.  Barkeyvllle  Academy 1   Barkeyville 1882 

7.  Beaver   College !  Beaver 1853 

8.  Bloomfield   Academy I  I^'ew   Bloomfleld 1838 

9.  Brown   Preparatory   School Philadelphia 1876 


10.  Central    Pennsylvania   College, 

11.  Chambersburg  Academy,    


New   Berlin 1855 

Chambersburg 1797 


12.  Cheltenham    Academy Ogontz, 


1884 
1874 


*  Some  of  the  institutions  in  this  list  are  empowered  to  confer  degrees  and  many  of  thwn 
do  college  work.  A  few  give  elementary  instru.tim,.  but  most  of  them  rank  as  secondary 
or   preiiaratory   schools. 
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Religious    Denomination. 


Official   Title   of   Offlcer 
In   Ciiarge. 


Name    of    President,    Principnl 
Superintendent. 


Episcopal, 
Lutheran, 
Luttieran, 


President,     Thomas  M.  Drown.    LL.   D. 

President Rev.  Theo.  L.   Seip,    D.    D. 

President Harvey  W.  McKniglit,    D.D.  1,L.L>. 

President i  Charles  E.  Hyatt,    C.    K. 


President, 

Catholic President, 

Lutheran President, 

Society   of   Friends I  President, 

Lutheran,    President, 


Reformed  Church  in  the  U.   S., 

Roman  Catholic 

Presbyterian,    

Cumberland    I*resbyterlan 


Presbyterian, 


Friends 

United  Evangelical,    

Reformed  Church  In   the  U.   S., 
Kon-Sectarlan 


Provost,     .. 

President, 

President, 

President, 

President, 

Chancellor. 

President, 

President, 


Principal, 
President, 
President, 


George  W.    Atherton,    LL.    U. 
Rt.  Rev.  Leander  Schnerr,   O.   S.   Ls. 
J.   R.  Dimm,   D.   D. 
Charles    De  Garmo,    Ph.    D. 
Theophilus   B.    Rolh,    A.    M.,    D.    J). 

Chas.    C.    Harrison,    A.    M. ,    LL.    I). 
Rev.  Henry  T.  Spangler,   D.  D. 
Rev.  Lawrence  A.  Delurey.   O.  S.  A. 
Rev.  James  D.   Mofiat,   D.   D. 
A.    B.   Miller,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
W.    J.    Holland,    Ph.    D.,    D.    I>. 
Rev.  R.   G.   Ferguson,   D.   1). 
Samuel    A.    Martin,    I).    D. 


Louis  B.    Ambler. 

J.    Berg  Esenwein. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Knappenberger,   A.   M. 


Principal,    |  Ella  Gordon  Stewart. 


Xon-Sectarian ;  Principal Miss  Florence  Baldwin. 

Undenominational i  Principal i  W.    C.    Myers. 

Methodist,     President W.  J.  Alexander. 

Undenominational,   Principal William   Grier. 

,    Principal Alonzo  Brown. 

United  Evangelical President Aaron  E.  Gobble,    A.   M. ,    D.   D. 

Pre-'-yterlan Principal M.    R.    Alexander.    A.    M. 

Undenominational Principal Tnhn   C.    Uice.    Ph.    D. 


G. 
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Nnine  of  Institution. 


13.  Chester   Academy,     

14.  Clarion   Collegiate   Institute 

l.j.  Easton   Academy 

16.  Eichelberg  Academy 

17.  Fairview    Academy,     

l.S.  Fredonia  Institute,    

19.  Froebel  Kindergarten 

20.  George    School 

21.  Girls'    High   School,    

22.  Greersburg   Academy 

23.  Greensburg  Seminary 

24.  (Mrs.      E.      F.)      Gordon's      French      and 

English   School 

25.  Hall    Institute 

26.  Harrisburg   Academy 

27.  Harry   Hillman  Academy 

28.  Hazleton  Seminary 

29.  (The)   Hill   School 

30.  Hugesian   Free    School 

31.  Irving   College  for  Young  Women 

32.  Jamestown  Seminary 

33.  Juniata    College,     

34.  Jefferson  Academy 

35.  Kiskiminetas  Springs  School 

36.  Keystone   Academy 

37.  (Chas.   H.)  Kerch's  Preparatory  School,    . 
3S.  Linden   Hall   Seminary 

39.  Mary  J.   Drexel  Home  School  for  Girls,    . 

40.  Mercersburg    College,     

41.  Mifflin    Academy 

42.  Mountain    Seminary,     

43.  Oakland  School 

44.  Park  Institute 

45.  Peirce   School,    

46.  Perkiomen    Seminary 


Chester, 

Rimersburg, 

Easton, 

Glenville 

Broadheadsville, 

Fredonia, 

Bethlehem 

Newtown, 

Philadelphia 1848 

Darlington 1802      , 

Greensburg 1S74         1888 


Philadelphia 1S79      

Sharon 1S8S    j    1888 

Harrisburg 1784    1    1809 

Wilkes-Barre 1S7S      

Hazleton.-    1886    j 

Fottstovvn,    1851    i 

i 

Buckingliani, 1841     ' 

Mechanicsburg 1856 

Jamestown 185  i 

Huntingdon 1876 

Canonsburg 1869 

Saltsburg 1S8S 

Factory  ville 1869 

Easton 1S85 

Lititz 1794 

Philadelphia Ih9) 

Mercersburg ,  1865 

Miffiintr.wn '  1882 

Birminsham 1852 

Oakland   Cross  Roads,    1SS9 

Allegheny  City 1889 

Philadelphia 1865 

ppunsliurg 


1857 


1878 
1869 


1863 
18S7 
1865 

1853 


18r.2 


No  G.]  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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ISi'liglous    Denomination. 

Ofllcial   Title  of   Offlcor 
in   Charge. 

Name    of    President,     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 

George  Gilbert,   M.   IJ. 

Reformed,    

Principal 

W.    1..    Smith,    A.    1.!. 

Principal 

Samuel  K.   Parlt,    A.  M. 

John    K.    Bahn. 

Principal,    

E.   T.   Kunkle,    A.    AI. 

Principal 

J.    A.    McGaughry. 

Principal 

Ida  S.   MacMuUan. 

Friends 

Principal,    

George  L.   Maris. 

Principal 

John    G.    Wight. 

Principal,    

C.    A.    Simonton. 

W.   M.   Swinglo,    Ph.   D. 

Mr.s.   r-Iiizabeth   F.   Gordon. 

Baptist 

President 

H.    C.   Hall.    D.    D. 

Principal,    

Jacob  F.  Seller,   Ph.   D. 

H.    C.    rJavip,    A.    M.,    Ph.    I  >. 

Non-Pectarian,    

Principal,    

John  Meigs,    Ph.    D. 

Friends     

E.   E.   Camiibell,    .\.   M.,    Ph.   D. 

Rev.    Joseph    L.    Hunter     A.    B. 

German   Baptist   Brethren 

H.  H.    Meloy,    A.    M. 

A.  W.  Wilson,  Jr.,  and  R.  W.  Fair 

Baptist 

Elkhannah  Hullev,    A.  M. 

Charles   H.   Lerch. 

Moravian 

Principal 

Charles  B.   Shultz.   D.    D. 

Rev.   C.  Geodel. 

Reformed      

President 

AVilliriii    Jlann    Irvine,    Ph.     !~>. 

Non-Sectarian 

Principal 

Principal 

.1.    H;^•r^•    Dvs^inger. 

Presbyterian 

.Mii^s  N.   J.   Davis. 

Presbyterian,    Principal Hc-v.    Henry  Bain,    A.    M. 

Principal Tjcvi  Ludden,   Ph.   D. 

Non-Sectarian Vice    Principal W.  J.  Solly. 

Schuenlvfield Prinoipal Rev.    O.    S.    Kriebel.    A.   M. 
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Name  of  Institution. 


47.  Pennsylvania  College  for  Women, 

48.  Rlttenhouse    Academy,     


Pittsburg,     . . 
Philadelphia, 


49.  Schuylkill    Seminary 

50.  Shady   Side   Academy 

51.  School   of  the  Lackawanna 

52.  Spring  Garden  Institute 

53.  St.  Bonlfacius  Parochial  School 

54.  St.  John's  German  Kvangellcal  Lutheran 

Parochial   School 

55.  St.  Joseph's  Academy 

56.  St.   Luke's  School 

57.  St.    Mary's    College 

58.  St.   Peter's  Parochial  School,    

59.  Sugar  Grove   Seminary 

CO.  Susquehanna   Collegiate    Institute 

61.  (The  Misses)  Tomklnson's  School 

62.  Trinity  Hall  Boarding  School  for  Boys,    .. 

63.  Union   College 

64.  Wagner  Free  Institute  of  Science 

65.  Walton  Wellesley  School 

66.  Washington  Female  Seminary 

67.  West  Green   Street   Institute 

68.  West    Newton    Academy 

69.  Westtown    Boarding    School,    

70.  Wilkes-Barre   Female   Institute 

71.  West  Sunbury  Academy 

72.  Western  Pennsylvania   Classical  anil  Sci- 

entific Institute 

73.  Williamsport  Dickinson  Seminary 

74.  William  Penn  Charter  School 

75.  York   Coll'giate   Institute 


d  o 

°| 

•"  u 
oj  O 


1870 
1854 


Frddericksburg 1881 

Shady  Side,    Pittsburg 1883 

Scranton 1873 

Philadelphia 1851 

Williamsport \  1869 

York 1874 

McSherrytown,    1854 

Bustleton 1863 

Northeast 1881 

Columbia .' 1872 

Sugar   Grove 1884 

Towanda 1854 

Harrisburg 1880 

Washington 1879 

Philadelphia 1881 

Philadelphia 1855 

Philadelphia 1882 

Washington 1836 

Philadelphia 1868 

West   Newton 1894 

Westtown 1799 

Wilkes-Barre 

West  Sunbury,    1884 

Mount  Pleasant |  1873 

Williamsport 184S 

Philadelphia 

York 1873 


MANUAL    TRAINING    AND    INDUSTRIAL 

SCHOOLS. 

1.  Pennsylvnnia    Oral    School    for   the   Deaf, 


Scranton 1??* 


1882 
1885 


1883 
1850 


1S95 
1855 


1871 

181S 


1873 


No.  G.]  SuPEltiyTENDENT  OP  PuBLIG    ENSTUUCTION. 
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Kellgluus    Denomination. 


Presbyterian,    , 
Non-Sectarian, 


Ofliclal   Title  of   Officer 
In    Charge. 


Name    of    President.     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Kvangelical  Assocl.-itlon, 

Undenominational,     

Presbyterian,    

Non-Sectarian 

Roman   CathoUo 


President R.  Jennie  De  Vore. 

Principal,    De  Bennevllle  K.  Ludwlg,  A.M.PIi. 

D.,and  Erasmus  B.  Waples.A  M. 

Principal l  Thomas  S.  Stein. 

Principal W.   R.   Crabbe,    Ph.    D. 

Principal,    Rev.  Thomas  M.  Cann.    LL.   D. 

President Addison  B.    Burk. 

Rector,    Rev.  John   Koeper.  . 


Pastor 

Mother  Superior, 

Principal 

Rector , 


Principal, 
Principal, 


Evangelical  Lutheran 

Roman    Catholic 

Protestant  Episcopal 

Roman    Catholic 

Roman   Catholic,    

United  Brethren  In  Chrint, 

Presbyterian 

Undenominational Principal, 

Undenominational Rector,    . 

President, 

j  Actuary, 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal, 

Presbyterian :  Principal, 

Undenominational '  Principal . 

Non-Sectarian '<  President, 

Orthodox  Friends Principal, 


Presbyterian, 


Baptist 

Methodist  Episcopal, 

Friends 

Presbyterian 


Principal, 


Rev.    H.    Walker   Pastor 

Mother  Ignatius. 

Charles    H.    Shont. 

Augustus   Dooper. 

Sister  Rose  Vincent. 

I  R.  J.  White. 

Edwin   E.   Quinlan,    A.    M. 
( 
Martha  M.   Tomkinson. 

W.    W.    Smith. 
,  .Tames  M.  Lingle. 
I  Samuel   Wagner,    Esq. 

James  R.   Danforth,    D.   D. 
j  Miss  N.   Sherrard. 

Miss    Martha    L.alrd. 
i  T.  A.  Eaton,    D.  D. 

William    F.    Wickersham. 

Elizabeth   H.   Rorkwell. 

T.  R.   Hilliard,    A.  B. 


Principal H.    C.    Dixon. 

President !  Rev.   Edward  J.  Gray,   D.   D. 

Head    Master Richard  M.   Jones,    LL.  D. 

President E.   T.    ,Jeffers,    D.    D. 


N'fin-Sectarlan i  Principal. 


Mary    B.    C.    Brown. 
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c 

o 
nj 

'S  c 

<u 

CC   o 

V 

Name  of  Institution. 

Location. 

°i 

°s 

o 

Oi   O 

d 

fl 

0 

2.  Pennsylvania  Museum  and  School  of  In-  ' 

dustrial   Art,    i  Philadelphia |  1876  1S76 

3.  St.   Francis'    Industrial   Schools,    I  Eddington,     1SS8      

4.  'Williamson    Free    School    of    Mechanical 

Trades Williamson    School 18SS      

3.  Soldiers'   Orphans'    Industrial  School Scotland 1S95      


Allentown, 


1869 
1SS9 


COMMERCIAL,    SCHOOLS. 

Allentown  Business  College 

American    Business    College,    '  Allentown, 

Easton   College   of   Business,    I  Easton 

Duff's  Mercantile  College,    I  Pittsburg 1S40 

Harrisburg  Business  College j  Harrisburg l.SSo 

Inter  Stale  Commercial  College j  Reading 1SS5 

I 
North    Wales    Academy     and    School     of 

Business,     i  North    Wales,     1867 

Palmer's  College  of  Short  Hand.  Type- 
writing  and  Business   Branches I  Philadelphia 18S5 

Patrick's  Business  and  Short  Hand  Col- 
lege  , j  York 1S93 

Spencerian  Business  College,    Philadelphia,     1886 

Towanda  Business  and  Short  Hand  Col- 
lege     I  Towanda,    1892 

The   Tubbs'    Business   College '  Oil    City 1SS9 

AVilliams'   Actual  Business  Coll.  g.=,    Allegheny  City 1892 

Williams'   Business  College Scranton 1883 


Williamsport  Comm.ercial  College, 
Washington  Business  College 


Williamsport 1866 

Washington 1SS9 


ORPHANS'   HOMES. 

•1.  Bethany   Orphan's    Home Womelsdorf 1S63  1863 

■2.  Church   Home   and   Orphanage .Tohnstown ISSl  

?,.  Toncordia   Orphans;'    Home Denny 1S83    j 

4.  Emaup  Orphans'   House Middletown 1  1R06  1S.39 

..."    Tivird   Co'l'.ge,    Philadelphia '  1S4S      


No.  G.]  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Statistics — Continued. 


cix 


Religious    Denomination. 


Utllclal    Title   of   Officer 
In   Charge. 


Name    of     President,     Principal    ot 
.Superintendent. 


Undenominational,     1  Principal 

Roman  Catholic,   ^  Brother    Director, 


Non-Sectarian, 


I'resident,     

Superintendent, 


Non-Sectarian Principal, 

Non-Sectarian,     I   President, 

Principal, 


President, 
Principal, 


Non-Sectarian, 


Undenominational, 


Principal, 


Principal,     Orson  R.  Palmer 


Leslie  W.    Miller. 
Brother   Teliow. 


John  M.  Swlngley. 
J.  M.   Clark. 


W.    L.    Blaeknian. 
E.    M.   Turner. 
C.   Lincoln  Free. 
William    H.    Duff. 
J.   E.   Garner. 
Rev.  H.  Y.  Stoner. 

S.    W.    Brimner. 


Undenominational !   Principal, 

Principal, 


Presbyterian, 
Non-Sectarian, 


W.    H.    Patrick. 
T.  H.  McCool. 


I  Principal M.   S.  Cronk. 

,i  Principal 1  Delavan  O.  Tubbs. 


T.    M.   Williams. 
O.    F.    Williams. 


Non-Sectarian I  Principal 

Non-Sectarian |   President 

Non-Sectarian i  Principal '•  J.   H.    Thompson. 

Non-Sectarian,    President W.  J.  Musser. 


Reformed.     .Superintendent Rev.  Thomas  M.  Yumil. 

Protestant  Epi.-coiial.    ITouse    Father Rev.   Alfred  M.   Abel. 

Lutheran Pre.^ident  and  Director,    !  F.    Wilhelm. 

Lnth'ran t'rinoipal     uf    Ti-ustOPS,       William    A.    Croll. 

Von-Spctarian "resident Adam  H.   Fetteiolf.   Pli.    U.     I.l  .    Ii 
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Name  of  Institution. 


6.  Home   for   Orphans    and   Friendless   Chil- 
dren,       Huntingdon, 

7.  Lutheran  Orphans'    Home Germantown. 

8.  Methodist   Episcopal   Orphanage Philadelphia. 

9.  Orphans'      Home     and     Orphans'      Farm 

School Zellenople, 


10.  St.    Paul's  Orphan   Asylum. 

11.  St.    Paul's  Orphan   Home,    , 

12.  Tressler   Orphans'    Home,    . 


Pittsburg, 
Butler,  .. 
Loysville, 


1881 
1859 
1878 


1841 
1867 
1867 


)18B0 
i  1872 

1879 


1861 
1840 


No.  6.  J  SuPEttlNTENDiiNT  OF   PUBLlC   InsTUUCTIoN. 

Statistics — Gontin  ued. 


CXI 


Religious    Denomination. 


Non-Sectarian 

Evangelical  Lutheran, 
Methodist 

Evangelical    Lutheran, 

Non-Sectarian 

Reformed 

Lutheran 


Official    Title   of   Officer  j   Name    of    President,     Principal    or 
in    Charge.  Superintendent. 


Superintendent, 
Superintendent, 
Matron 


D.    Emmert. 
George   Ph.    Mueller. 
Mrs.    Matthew    Simpson. 


Director j  J.    A.    Kribbs. 

President    Director !  M.    Lynch. 

Superintendent Rev.   P.   C.    Prugh,    D.    D. 

Superintendent Charles  A.  Widle. 
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REPORTS 


OF 


County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— J.  W.  Thoman. 


Having  been  i-e-elected  by  an  almost  iinauiniou.s  vote,  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  my  labors  during  the  past  six  years  have  been  recog- 
nized and  appreciated  by  the  directors  especially,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  teachers  and  the  people  gener- 
ally in  their  endorsement  given  the  work  and  the  efforts  made  to 
improve  the  schools.  1,  therefore,  feel  stimulat(!d  to  embark  in  my 
work  of  a  third  terra  with  renewed  energy  and  determination  to  still 
further  advance  the  work  along  such  lines  where  further  improve- 
ment is  needed.  In  some  departments  of  work  perfection  and  final 
completion  may  be  attained,  but  not  so  in  school  work.  If  this  were 
our  aim  il  would  result  in  sad  disappointment.  All  we  can  do  is  to 
utilize  all  (he  nutans  available,  and  aspire  t(»  th<'  highest  motives  to 
be  conceived. 

Heading  Course. 

])uring  the  last  year  we  instituted  a  teachers'  reading  course 
in  our  county,  which  promises  good  results  in  our  work.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  too  Utile  professional  reading  was  done  on  tiie  part 
of  many  of  our  teachers,  even  by  some  who  were  recognized  as  having 
done  seemingly  good  work  in  the  school  room.  By  the  aid  that  they 
will  receive  from  the  professional  reading  that  is  expected  to  be  done 
by  them,  they  who  have  been  doing  good  work  will  be  enabled  to  do 
bettcT*  work,  and  those  who  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Schaeffer,  "have  been 

1-6-96 


2  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

nearmg  llie  dead  liue,"'  wilJ  be,  il  is  hoped,  awakened  from  their 
slumber,  and  fall  into  line  and  become  some  of  our  most  aggressive 
workers.  The  time  has  come  when  we  must  break  away  from  an- 
tiquated methods  and  devices.  As  some  one  has  said:  "The  tide  of 
empire  is  moving  westward,''  so  is  the  work  of  onr  public  sfhools 
moving  upward  and  ouward. 

Teachers'  Examinations. 

The  supply  of  teachers  in  our  county  for  the  last  few  years  has 
been  exceeding  the  demand,  and  in  many  instances  young  persons 
who  were  barely  of  the  proper  age  to  be  licensed  as  teachers,  and 
not  a  few  who  lacked  the  necessary  training  for  the  profession,  pre- 
sented themselves  for  examination.  We,  therefore,  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  raise  the  standard  of  qualifications.  During  the  examina- 
tions of  last  year  great  care  was  exercised  not  to  certificate  any  but 
those  who  showed  sufficient  strength  and  training  along  all  the 
lines  of  the  requirements  of  our  schools.  This  necessarily  occasioned 
a  number  of  failures,  and  at  the  close  of  our  examinations,  and  wheu 
all  the  schools  were  supplied  with  teachers,  it  was  found  that  only 
eight,  or  at  most  ten,  persons  held  provisional  certificates  who  did 
not  have  schools.  This  yeai'  still  gi-eater  care  is  being  exercised  iu 
granting  certificates,  and  a  great  change  is  perceptible  on  the  part 
of  many  of  the  applicants  in  the  way  of  nuiking  the  necessary  prepa- 
ration for  the  work  of  the  profession. 

Teachei's'  Institute. 

The  forty-first  annual  session  of  the  Adams  county  Teachers'  Insti 
tute  was  held  at  Gettysburg,  November  25  to  29.  As  usual,  the  at- 
tendance was  large.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Su 
perintendent  <»f  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Mowry,  Hyde  Park. 
Mass.;  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School;  Prof.  A. 
IL  VanOrmer,  Pennsylvania  College;  Prof,  J.  A.  Sprenkle,  Harris 
burg;  Supt.  Jos.  Walton.  Chester  county;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Ship- 
pensburg  State  Normal  School;  Prof.  Minnick,  Eichelberger  Aca 
demy. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  lectures  by  Prof.  Oliver  G.  .1. 
Schadt,  Philadelphia;  Hon.  Wallace  Bruce,  New  York;  Mr.  John  R. 
Clarke,  Ind. ;  Dr.  Wm.  Crawford.  Pennsylvania,  nnd  the  "Arion 
Lady  Quartette."  of  Chicago. 

School  Directors'  Association. 

The  fourth  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  convened 
in  the  public  school  buildin?.  Gettysburg.  November  27.  The  asso 
ciation  was  favored  with  addresses  by  Supt.  -los.  Walton,  of  Chester 
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count}';  Dr.  Wm.  Mowry,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Aaron  Sheely,  of 
Gettysburg,  A  number  of  very  interesting  questions  were  discussed 
by  the  directors.  More  interest  is  manifested  in  our  directors'  meet- 
ings endi  year,  and  its  influence  is  being  felt  in  our  scliool  work. 
We  only  regret  that  there  is  nti  provision  by  legislation  for  the  en- 
couragement of  directors  to  attend  at  least  once  a  year  the  meeting 
of  the  association.  We  think  tliat  some  influence  shoiild  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  legislative  department  of  the  State  for  some  en 
actment  bearing  on  this  matter. 

New  Buildings. 

There  were  five  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year,  one  in 
Liberty,  two  in  Harailtonban,  one  in  Mt.  Joy.  McSherrystown 
erected  a  fine  tw^o-story  brick  building,  with  a  cellar.  The  building 
is  heated  with  a  hot  air  furnace;  the  rooms  are  supplied  with  slate 
black-boards  and  the  latest  improved  furniture.  The  directors  are 
to  be  complimented  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  erection 
and  equipment  of  the  building.  Several  new  houses  are  to  be  built 
during  this  school  year,  among  them  one  at  Gettysburg,  which  prom- 
ises to  be  the  finest  and  best  equipped  in  the  county.  Adams  county, 
ere  long,  can  boast  of  good  and  in  many  cases  fine  school  buildings. 

In  conclusion,  I  might  enumerate  a  great  many  facts  of  interest, 
giving  data,  but  to  respect  brevity,  I  wish  yet  to  express  thanks  to 
the  directors  for  their  co-operation  in  the  work  and  especially  for 
their  allegiance  to  me  in  the  triennial  convention  held  in  May;  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  do  I  feel  indebted  for  their  recog- 
nition, advice  and  counsel;  to  the  teachers  and  all  others  who  have 
aided  in  the  work  of  the  schools  T  oxtend  my  gratitude. 


ALLEGHENY  (MIUNTY— S.    Hamilton. 


In  looking  back  over  the  work  of  last  year  we  have  nothing  start 
ling  or  unusual  to  report.  The  ordinary  educational  forces  have 
been  operating  steadily  and  systematically,  prosperity  has  been  a 
marked  characteristic  of  the  ^Aork,  and  substantial  progress  has  been 
made  in  every  department. 

Moral  Development. 

In  this  department  of  our  work  more  has  been  accomplished  than 
in  any   former  year.     A   epecial   ffTort   was  made   to   impress   our 
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teachers  with  the  (mi  I  hat  the  Jiiost  iin})ortaul  lessons  lo  the  child 
are  not  marked  oti'  in  the  ifmrse  of  study  or  in  the  daily  program. 
The  developmeni  of  the  child  along  the  lines  of  honesty,  industry, 
obedience,  truthfulness,  cleanliness  and  politeness  is  of  greater  im- 
portance than  his  trainirig  in  science,  history  or  geogr;iphy.  Correct 
habits  of  honesty  and  industry  with  right  notions  of  truth,  honor  and 
obedience  lo  law,  are  more  desirable  and  of  gi-eatcn-  service  in  the 
race  of  life  than  literary  ex'-ellence  or  mathematical  skill.  To 
secure  this,  more  attention  lluin  usual  was  given  to  school  manage- 
ment. 

The  habits  of  truthfulness,  caudia-,  honesty,  industry,  obedience 
and  punctuality  are  perhaps  as  much  the  direct  result  of  good  man- 
agement as  of  skillful  teaching.  Since  tlie  moral  development  of  tbe 
child  depends  largely  on  what  he  sees,  desires  and  does,  the  skillful 
manager  is  just  as  essential  as  the  skillful  teacher,  and  since  learn- 
ing is  self-teaching,  and  the  province  of  the  teacher  is  mainly  "to 
superintend  the  operation  by  which  the  pupil  teaches  himself,"  the 
good  manager  is  not  less  important  than  the  skillful  instructor. 

Example. 

In  order  to  secure  the  best  moral  results,  the  skillful  teacher  must 
not  onl^'  be  a  good  manager  but  also  a  living  exemplification  of  the 
virtues  he  would  build  into  the  moral  structure  of  the  child.  The 
imitative  instinct  is  very  strong  in  childhood,  and  habits  of  prompt- 
ness, industry,  candor,  punctuality  and  sincerity;  deeds  of  love  and 
loyalty;  impulses  of  honor  and  honesty,  and  acts  of  charity  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  are  likely  to  be  reproduced  in  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  the  child.  Verily,  the  lesson  which  the  teacher  always  im- 
parts for  good  or  bad,  by  what  he  seems,  by  what  he  is,  ])y  what  he 
says,  and  by  what  he  does,  is  himself. 

Rapid  Transit. 

A  new  educational  malady  as  coniagious  as  the  measles  has  lately 
appeared  in  this  county.  Whether  we  "caught  it"  from  some  other 
section  where  it  had  ''run  its  course"  before  its  appearance  here,  or 
whether  we  are  its  first  victims,  I  am  unable  to  say.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  its  presence  here,  and  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  it  is 
"just  as  bad"  elsewhere.  It  is  an  intense  desire  on  the  part  of  some 
parents  to  have  their  children  rushed  through  school  in  the  shortest 
period  of  time  and  with  the  least  possible  effort.  This  tendency  is 
widespread  in  its  nature  and  far-reaching  in  its  effects,  and  teachers 
and  directors  should  be  very  careful  lest  they  sanction  or  encourage 
its  claims.  This  is  a  rapid  age  in  which  we  are  likely  to  manifest 
undue  haste  in  every  enterprise,  public  or  private,  in    which   we 
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eugagc.  This  spiiii  oi'  ilic  liiiK-s  Jias  crepl  into  tlic  school  system, 
and  prompted  by  false  claims,  many  patrons  of  the  schools  oxpect 
sonieihin};-  for  nothinjy,  an  education  without  edoi'l.  They  want  their 
cliildr<'n  educated  by  a  short,  paiuless,  elfortless,  new-and-easy,  s«df- 
adjusting,  double-acting,  rapid  transit  method.  They  forget  that  edu 
cation  is  a  growlli,  and  I  hat  no  stage  in  that  gi-owlh  can  be  reached 
without  passing  llirough  all  the  intermediate  stages.  This  growth 
to  be  healtiilul.  real  and  substantial,  requires  time.  Hot  house  at- 
tainmonis  possess  little  of  the  real  merit  that  marks  the  cultured 
man  witii  a  well  foi-nied  and  well  lilled  mind.  The  idea  of  getting 
through  cciiain  subjecis  and  casling  tlicm  aside  uilhout  nuistering 
(heir  essenlials  is  one  pliase  (»!'  I  Ins  disease.  Children  should  not  be 
recjuired  lo  wasle  llieii-  time  in  senseless  reviews  and  unnecessary 
repetitions;  neither  should  they  in  Iheir  maniji  lo  ((Mujdete  books 
and  reach  higher  grades  be  permitted  to  rush  over  subjects  without 
a  mastery  of  their  underlying  ])rinciples.  One  subject  thoroughly 
studied,  clearly  comprehended,  and  properly  assimilated  is  of  more 
permanent  value  to  the  child  than  a  dozen  chapters  surface-skimmed. 
Substantial  work  requires  time  and  effort  on  the  part  of  the  child, 
whih^  sui»eiti(ial,  ready-made,  hand-me-down  work  can  be  d<me  on 
shoi't  notice  while  you  wait. 

School  Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  our  Scliool  Dii-ectoi-s'  Association  wa.s  held 
Xovembei-  1*0,  1895.  About  one  hundre<l  directors  were  present. 
TIds  was  by  far  tiie  best  session  of  the  association  yet  held.  We 
believe  tliat  more  attention  should  be  given  to  the  directors  as  a 
factor  in  our  school  system.  Tn  our  l;<.st  annual  i-e](oit  to  dii-ectors, 
we  discuss<Hl  this  subject  as  follows: 

Indrlference  of  Directors. 

One  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  our  schools  is 
the  educational  inditlerence  of  the  average  director.  He  is  generally 
willing  to  give  sutticient  of  his  time  to  attend  to  what  nniy  be  re- 
garded as  the  business  atfaii's  of  the  board,  but  aside  from  this  he 
takes  l)ut  little  interest  in  the  general  educational  welfare  of  tin* 
county.  He  is  seldom  seen  at  the  county  institute,  even  on  directors' 
day,  or  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  directors'  association.  He  can 
scarcely  be  persuaded  to  attend  an  educational  meeting  in  his  own 
neighborhood,  or  lo  visit  the  scliools  of  which  he  is,  in  name,  at 
least,  the  director.  He  is  generally  unwilling  to  require  the  teachers 
of  his  district  to  organize  local  institutes  or  to  aid  them  in  their  man- 
agement. Thus  his  influence  in  the  general  educational  progress  of 
his  community  is  often  negative  and  discouraging,  rather  than  posi- 
tive and  helpful. 
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His  Excuse. 

VVheD  this  uegligence  is  pointed  out  to  him,  he  generally  replies 
that  he  cannot  spare  sufficient  time  from  his  business  to  attend  to 
these  duties,  or  that  he  is  not  fitted  for  leadership  or  even  for  aiding 
with  the  work  along  these  lines.  And,  occasionally  he  suggests  thai 
as  directors  serve  without  pay,  they  should  not  be  expected  to  devote 
much  time  to  the  work  of  education.  These  excuses  are  scarcely 
worth  considering,  and  do  not  in  any  way  exonerate  the  director 
from  the  oath  he  took  "to  discharge  his  duties  faithfully."  The  only 
escape  from  that  obligation  is  to  conscientiously  place  these  al- 
leged duties  outside  the  line  of  what  a  director  is  legally  required 
and  expected  to  do;  and  there  are  few,  who  by  any  system  of  logic 
or  argument,  can  reach  this  conclusion.  To  faithfully  perform  the 
duties  of  a  school  director,  as  implied  in  the  oath  of  office,  requires 
both  tijue  and  effort,  and  no  man  should  accept  the  position  unless 
he  is  willing  to  give  both,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may  require. 

A   Few  Pertinent  Questions. 

It  is  well  for  a  director  to  inspect  the  school  property  prior  to  the 
opening  of  school  to  see  that  it  is  in  good  condition  for  the  work  of 
the  term.  A  few  pointed  questions  along  this  line  wull  suggest  some 
of  the  duties  which  are  often  overlooked  by  directors. 

Are  the  school  grounds  properly  fenced,  or  are  the  vagrant  hogs 
of  the  neighborhood  permitted  to  hold  public  meetings  on  the  school 
lot  or  in  the  schoolhouse  cellar?  Are  the  outbuildings  in  strict  con 
formity  with  the  law,  and  have  they  been  properly  cleaned  and  dis 
infected?  Are  their  doors  hung  without  either  hinge  or  latch,  or  do 
3^ou  regard  these  as  non-essential  to  outhouse  architecture?  Are 
these  outbuildings  kept  in  a  respectable  condition,  or  are  they  dis- 
mal, dirty,  dingy,  disagreeable  and  disgraceful,  devil-devised  dens, 
will  sin-sr-vatrhed  walls  and  sin-pi-odncing  suggestions?  Is  their 
condition  repulsive  to  the  fine  tastes  and  pure  moral  tone  of  the 
1  liilii?  .\re  they  what  they  should  be,  or  are  they  "seminaries  of 
sin,'-  whose  vicious,  venomous,  voiceless,  vice-producing  virus  is 
suflU  jent  to  annul  the  whole  moral  influence  of  the  best  of  teach- 
ers? Was  the  well  or  spring  cleaned  during  vacation,  or  are 
they  filled  with  decaying  and  death-dealing  vegetable  or  animal 
matter?  Has  the  pump  a  handle  and  a  spout,  and  are  you  sure  that 
the  supply  of  water  for  your  school  is  both  pure  and  abundant?  Is 
there  a  knob  on  the  door,  and  glass  in  the  windows,  or  was  your 
school  building  the  gloomy  abode  of  bats  and  tramps  during  the  vaca- 
tion? Have  you  placed  fastenings  on  the  shutters  of  j^our  buildings, 
or  is  the  teacher  compelled  to  invoke  the  aid  of  a  friendly  rail  from  a 
neighboring  fence  to   keep  them   quiet  on   a    windy  day?     Do  the 
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ilappiug  ol  iJr'  .>5luiUi*is  ill  llie  wiiilij  wind  ever  seem  Lo  ^uu  tlie 
spiritual  lappiugs  of  some  tieiiaited  director  who  failed  to  do  his 
duty  to  tile  school  while  in  liie  tlesh,  and  tlius  in  aimless,  endless  rest- 
lessness retuins  with  tlie  sighing  and  moaning-  of  the  storm  iiend,  as 
a  warning  to  the  living?  Are  there  shades  upon  the  windows,  or 
does  the  blinding  sun  beat  in  upon  the  unprotected  heads  of  the 
children,  impairing  the  delicacy  and  power  of  the  human  eye  for  all 
time?  Was  the  stove  polished  prior  to  the  opening  of  school,  or  is 
il  still  covM-ed  with  the  incrustation  of  rust  and  tobacco  juice  that 
have  been  accumulating  during  all  the  political  campaigns  held  in  it 
since  the  days  of  (Jenerai  Jackson?  Is  there  a  door  on  it  with  two 
whole  liinges,  and  does  the  wide  crack  in  its  bowl,  from  which  exudes 
deadly  gases  to  stifle  the  children  and  retard  their  mental  efforts  add 
anything  to  its  beauty  and  utility?  Has  the  building  been  thor- 
oughly scrubbed  and  cleaned  during  the  memory  of  the  oldest  in- 
habitant, or  in  the  solemn  i)hrase  of  the  law,  "whereof  the  memory 
of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary,"  or  do  you  think  a  school  house 
should  be  cleaned  every  twenty-five  years,  whether  it  needs  it  or 
not?  If  the  once  white  (in  the  remote  past)  but  now  browned  school 
house  is  rotting  to  the  ground  for  want  of  a  coat  of  paint,  why  not 
recommend  a  touch  of  whitewash?  Do  you  believe  that  ''cleanliness 
is  next  to  godliness,"  or  that  water,  soap,  and  towels  have  no  relation 
whatever  to  morals?  Is  there  a  sprinkling  can  in  your  school,  or  do 
you  expect  the  wash  basin,  with  its  rust  holes  in  the  bottom,  to  take 
its  place? 

Barring  hearsay  evidence,  can  you  really  prove  that  your  schools 
were  in  actual  operation  last  year,  or  did  you  once  a  month,  or  once 
during  the  term,  go  to  see  them  for  yourself?  Do  you  believe  in 
lavishly  and  abundantly  supplying  your  schools  with  floors,  walls, 
ceiling  and  children,  or  are  you  in  favor  of  a  few  "extras"  {'i)  which 
beautify  the  room  and  charm  the  child,  and  cultivate  within  him  a 
love  of  the  beautiful  in  nature  and  in  art? 

Does  the  teacher  in  your  school  use  the  apparatus  supplied  by  the 
board  or  have  "the  costly  playthings"  fallen  into  a  "state  of  innocu- 
ous desuetude." 

It  would  be  unjust  and  unfair  to  say  that  these  conditions  prevail 
as  a  rule  throughout  the  county.  They  are  the  exception  rather  than 
the  rule.  Indeed,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  other  county 
in  the  State,  or  perhaps  in  the  United  States,  that  has  so  many 
earnest,  faithful  and  efficient  directors  and  so  many  commodious  and 
well  ei] nipped  school  buildings  as  the  county  of  Allegheny.  And  yet 
this  hydra-headed  spirit  of  indifference  and  carelessness  is  stalking 
abroad  in  our  midst,  and  deserves  no  quarter.  And  while  these  con- 
ditions are  not  the  rule  in  the  county,  some  of  them  are  found  in 
some  districts,  a  few^  of  them  in  many  districts  and  many  of  them  in 
a  few  districts. 
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ARMSTRONU  COUNTY— W.  M.  Jackson. 


During  llie  past  veai-  the  schools  of  this  (touuLy  have  l>een  making 
steady  progi-ess.  The  t'-acluM-s  worker!  liard,  the  scliool  officers  have 
been  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  the  ])upils  have 
made  mai-ked  progress.  We  need,  though,  a  more  earnest,  hearty 
co-operation  ou  the  part  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools. 

The  Course  of  Study. 

The  course  of  study  as  recommended  by  the  superintendent  for  the 
district  schools,  has  been  adopted  by  the  following  districts:  Kiskj- 
miuetas,  Cowanshannock,  Parks,  ^falioning,  South  Bethlehem.  Bel- 
knap, Elderton  and  Plumcreek.  A  large  class  was  graduated  in 
these  districts  at  the  close  of  the  school  term. 

Buildings  and  Furnishing. 

The  school  building  in  Leechburg  is  now  being  supplied 
with  a  tine  system  of  hot  water  heating;  the  rooms  are 
all  being  papered  and  the  yard  is  receiving  many  needed 
repairs.  The  Kittanning  school  board  has  finished  and  fur- 
nished the  large  assembly  hall  in  their  building;  and  the  \\'orth- 
ington  board  erected  a  fine  new  three-roomed  house.  A  ncnv  house 
was  built  in  Red  Bank  township,  and  most  of  the  old  houses  of  that 
township  were  seated  with  the  best- improved  seats.  Valley  town- 
ship has  also  purchased  new  seats  for  all  of  their  schools.  A  few  of 
the  boards  still  ignore  the  law  in  regard  to  outhouses,  but  most  of 
them  have  complied  with  the  law. 

Directors' Association. 

The  Directors'  Association  of  Armstrong  county  held  three  meet- 
ings during  the  year,  one  on  the  14th  of  August,  one  during  the 
county  institute,  and  the  last  on  the  5th  of  May.  The  first  meeting, 
although  not  so  well  attended  as  it  might  have  been,  was  a  remarlc- 
ably  interesting  and  profitable  one.  The  second  meeting  was  at- 
tended by  about  forty  directors,  and  the  last  one  held  the  day  of 
the  election  of  the  county  superintendent,  was  well  attended.  The 
ollicers  for  the  year  are  president,  J.  H.  McCain,  Esq.;  secretary,  C. 
S.  Bovard,  and  treasurer,  Wm.  F.  Brodhead.  This  association,  only 
a  little  over  one  year  old,  has  already  done  much  to  help  the 
cause  of  education  in  this  and  some  of  the  adjoining  counties. 
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County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  wiis  lield  during-  tho  holiday  week,  and  every 
session  was  well  attended.  Every  one  seemed  to  have  come  for  the 
only  purpose  of  learning  what  he  could  from  every  instructor  and  lec- 
ture.-. Many  directors  and  others  from  different  parts  of  the  county 
were  in  attendance  during  the  entire  week.  The  instructors  were: 
Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Arnold  Tompkins, 
Champaign,  111.;  Supt.  Joseph  Walton,  of  Chester  county,  Pa.;  Dr. 
W.  S.  lilcCreight,  Allegheny,  I'a.;  Prof.  John  W.  Perrin,  Meadville, 
Pa.:  Prof.  Geo.  E.  Little,  Washington,  I).  C,  and  Prof.  E.  W.  Hall, 
W'orthington,  Pa.  The  lecturers  were  Dr.  Tompkins,  John  R. 
Clarke  and  Bishop  J.  H.  Vincent. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  the  following  places;  Putneyville, 
\^'orthingtun.  Brick  Church,  Goheenville  and  Dayton.  They  were 
ail  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons,  and  many  practical 
topics  were  discussed.  The  local  institutes  seem  to  be  growing  in 
favor  in  many  sections,  and  many  more  are  now  ready  to  help  them 
along.  Prof.  S.  C.  Hepler,  of  the  New^  Bethlehem  schools,  gave  his 
popular  lecture,  ''Travels  in  the  South,"  at  many  of  these  institutes. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  directors'  and  teachers  for 
their  hearty  sup]K)it  and  the  Department  for  its  able  advice. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— J.  C.  Hillman. 


There  have  been  few,  if  any,  i-ndiial  riianges  in  our  school  work 
during  this  year. 

Teachers  have  generally  been  faithful  and  industrious  and  so  have 
been  correspondingly  successful.  The  '-'townshii)  high  school"  ques- 
tion is  being  discussed  throughout  the  county.  These  discussions  will 
eventually  be  productive  of  good,  but  considerable  missionary  work 
must  be  done  before  the  idea  becomes  popular. 

A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  directors  at  their  meeting  dur- 
ing the  county  institute  to  bring  this  subject  properly  before  the 
school  boards  of  the  county. 

School  Houses. 

North  Sewickley,  Rochester  and  Harmony  townships  each  built  a 
neat,  commodious  frame  school  house.     Thev  are  furnished  with  good 
1* 


10  ,  Public  Instbuotion.  [Off.  Doc. 

black-boards  aud  modeiu  desks.  Patterson  township  erected  a  sub- 
stantial brick  building,  with  four  rooms,  built  so  that  fourmore  rooms 
maj  be  added  if  necessary. 

Kochester  and  Ohio  townships  have  talcen  a  step  in  advance  by 
having  a  water  well  drilled  at  each  school  house  in  the  township. 

A  county  teachers'  association  was  formed  this  year.  Meetings 
were  held  once  a  month  while  the  schools  were  in  session,  at  the 
educational  oflQce.  .Vbout  seventy-five  teachers  have  become  mem- 
bers, and  its  influence  is  already  apparent  in  the  starting  of  several 
school  libraries  aud  a  growing  interest  in  literature. 

Our  county  institute  was  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  had. 
About  thirty  local  institutes  were  held.  They  have  become  popular 
and  are  among  the  acknowledged  educational  forces  in  the  county. 

Beaver  county  has  now  an  educational  office.  Heietofore,  we  have 
had  a  dingy  room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  court  liouse,  while  now 
we  have  an  office  consisting  of  two  rooms  on  the  sauie  floor  with  the 
court  room,  nicely  papered  and  carpeted.  Our  county  <'ommissioners 
have  the  thanks  of  the  teachers. 

In  this  my  seventh  and  last  annual  report.  I  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  help  T  have  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  directors,  patrons,  the  press  and  the 
teachers,  who  by  their  cordial  co-operation  have  contributed  so  much 
to  the  advancement  of  the  (»ducational  affairs  of  iho  county  during 
inv  fldministration. 


KEDFOKI)  COUNTY— (;.  .1.  Potls. 


It  affords  uje  pleasure,  in  presenting  this,  my  si.xlli  anmiiil  leport. 
as  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  tliis  county,  to  he  able  to  submit 
substantial  testimony  of  a  prosperous  school  year's  work  done  bj 
those  of  the  county  having  the  schools  in  charge. 

Although  there  is  scarcely  a  district  free  from  debt,  although  two 
school  houses  have  been  burnt  by  evilly  <lisposed  persons  who  are 
capable  of  violating  law  if  the  house  be  not  put  at  the  precise  spot 
desired  by  them,  and  although  the  treasurer  of  one  district  has  been 
robbed  of  more  than  four  thousand  dollars,  yet  there  has  been  little 
or  no  curtailing  of  expenses  where  such  action  would  affect  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  schools.  Directors  and  teachers  have  worked  har- 
moniously together  to  place  the  schools  upon  a  higher  plane,  while 
the  interest  manifested  by  the  general  public  as  shown  by  their  at- 
tendance upon  public  meetings,  by  their  school  visitations,  by  tbeii- 
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aid  in  beautifying  school  houses  and  school  grounds,  by  tiicii'  hearty 
»(>-oy>(M';ifioTi  witli  the  teacliers  in  ;ill  that  go  to- make  the  scliools 
beLlei',  cacccds  previous  years. 

More  than  half  the  school  houses  iu  tint  couuty  arc  now  supplied 
with  stone  slate  black-boards.  Six  years  ago,  there  were  not  a  dozen 
iu  the  couuty  outside  the  leading  borough  schools. 

There  are  yet  eight  houses  in  the  county  not  supplied  with  good 
furniture.  Tn  most  of  these  houses,  the  seating  is  absolutely  unfit 
for  use  and  further  dela.>:  in  supplying  them  is  false  economy. 

Flags  have  been  placed  in  or  on  fully  nine-tenths  of  the  houses  in 
the  couuty.  In  most  instances,  when  the  flag  is  to  be  raised,  appro 
priate  exercises  are  rendered  by  the  school  and  so  much  interest  has 
attached  itself  to  these  exercises  that,  in  a  few  instances,  it  has  been 
estimated  that  more  than  five  hundred  persons  were  in  attendance. 

We  are  glad  to  note  a  gain  of  seven  in  the  teachers  holding  Stale 
Normal  diplomas,  and  six  holding  professional  certificates,  while  we 
are  not  sorry  to  see  a  decrease  of  seven  in  those  holding  provisional 
certificates  and  four  holding  permanent  certificates,  since  a  few  of 
those  holding  permanent  certificates  before,  now  hohl  Normal  di- 
plomas. 

One  thousand  and  sixty-seven  pupils  attended  school  every  day  of 
the  term,  a  gain  of  138  over  last  year.  Seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  two  attended  eighty  days  or  more,  a  gain  of  eighty-four  over 
last  year.  The  number  of  those  attending  twenty  days  or  fewer,  has 
fallen  twenty-seven.  The  total  enrollment  is  marked  by  an  increase 
of  twenty-five.  Sickness  has,  in  a  few  districts,  materially  lowered 
the  average  attendance  in  the  county.  In  Bedford,  Hyndman  and 
Saxton,  where  last  year's  average  was  942,  this  year's  is  but  803,  a 
loss  of  139.  A  gain  in  some  districts  slightly  overcomes  the  loss  in 
others,  and  we  are  able  to  report  a  gain,  in  the  county,  of  twenty-six 
over  last  year. 

Directors  paid  1,028  official  visits  to  the  schools,  an  increase  of  150. 
Forty-seven  schools  are  reported  as  not  being  visited  by  them.  Pa- 
trons are  reported  as  having  made  9,115  visits  to  the  schools. 

The  average  salary  of  the  male  teachers  increased  $1.58,  and  that 
of  the  female  teachers  |0.22. 

One  hundred  and  nine  more  provisional  certificates  were  issued 
than  necessary  to  supply  the  schools.  This  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  tho  standard  could  be  materially  raised  and  yet  supply  the 
schools  with  teachers.  Acting  on  the  presumption,  certificates 
counting  more  than  eighteen  will  not  be  made  valid  for  teaching. 

The  largest  school  in  the  county  enrolled  ninety  pupils;  the  small- 
est, seven.  If  a  law  were  passed  making  it  permissible,  in  the  case 
of  the  small  schools,  to  transport  the  pupils  to  an  adjoining  school, 
good  results  might  grow  out  of  it. 
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Tiio  rural  disli-ic(,  payiug  the  highest  average  salary,  |42.50,  is 
Broad  Tcp;  those -paying  the  lowest,  |22.00,  St.  Clair  West  and  Me- 
chanics. 

1  had  Die  honor,  in  1891,  to  issue  the  lirst  annual  report  of  the 
scliools  of  Bedford  county.  Previous  to  that,  statistics  of  our 
schools  were  very  meagre,  not  even  a  file  of  the  State  reports  having 
been  kejjt.  Turning  to  that  report,  it  shows  an  enrollment  of  10,725, 
an  average  attendance  of  G,4SG;  in  attendance  eighty  days  or  more, 
5,123;  present  every  day  of  the  term,  321,  The  present,  or  sixth 
annual  report,  shows  an  enrollment  of  11,350,  a  gain  of  031;  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  7,801,  a  gain  of  1,375;  present  eight}'  days  or  more, 
7,110,  a  gain  of  1,987;  present  every  day  of  the  term,  1,007,  a  gain  of 
740,  While  the  gain  in  enrollment  has  been  less  than  six  per  cent., 
the  gain  in  average  attendance  has  been  more  than  twenty-one  per 
cent.,  the  gain  in  those  attending  eighty  da^^s  or  more  almost  thirty- 
nine  per  cent.,  and  the  gain  in  those  attending  everj^  day  of  the  term 
has  been  something  over  232  per  cent.  These  figures  speak  for 
themselves  and  need  no  comment  of  mine. 

There  should  and  does  come  to  each  one  of  us  whose  heart  is  in 
sympathy  with  this  work  a  feeling  of  pleasure  Avheu  he  can  view  such 
results  of  labor  done.  These  figures,  however,  are  only  index  lines. 
To  know  the  r(^al  uj)lift  that  has  been  given  to  our  schools,  we  must 
come  in  contact  with  the  teachers,  we  must  see  in  them  the  inspira- 
tion to  a  higher  and  a  nobler  life.  We  must  mark  the  transforma- 
tion tliai  has  taken  place  in  the  school  room,  in  the  seating,  in  the 
adornnicnt  of  the  room,  in  the  clean  fioor  and  the  paix^red  or  painted 
walls,  in  llic  nmiivos  that  pi-on!j>t  the  older  pupils  of  the  schools  to 
rene>Ned  elfort  in  character  building.  "SVe  must  note  the  change  that 
has  taken  place  in  the  government  of  tlie  schools,  how  much  more 
reason  and  love  iiile  and  \\()w  much  h^ss  fear  tlian  formerly.  The 
true  growth  of  schools  cannot  be  entirely  estimated  by  figures.  It 
is  to  be  felt  ratlicr  tlian  to  be  ]»ut  down  on  paper.  Much,  however, 
remains  to  be  done.  Know  ing.  in  a  measure,  what  has  been  done,  we 
arc  prepared  to  lay  hold  of  the  NAorU,  with  renewed  zeal,  an<l  try  <o 
make  the  coming  yeai'  as  far  surjtass  this  Aear  as  this  has  surpassed 
former  years.  .  A\'e  cannot  close  without  thanking  the  Department 
for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  toward  us  during  the  past  year,  the 
press  for  the  willingness  to  use  its  columns  for  the  advancement  of 
the  work  and  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  for  their  kindness, 
confidence  and  cordial  cooperation  constantly  conferred  upon  ns 
in  this  responsible,  though  pleasant  work. 
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BERKS  OOUNTV— W.  M.  Z«'clim;in. 


Tcaclici-.s. 

lu  my  ox»ini<ni,  B<'i'Us  county  ii<*v<M'  had  a  liii^lK'i-  <4ia(l<;  of  loaclieis 
Ihau  during,'  tlio  past  yoar.  We  had  IVwor  beginuers,  moiv  experi- 
enced toaciiers,  more  Normal  sciioul  graduates  Uian  ever  before. 
The  teachers  manifested  more  interest  in  school  work,  loolc  more  ar- 
live  part  in  local  and  district  in+stitutes,  held  more  weekly  teacheis' 
meetings  than  any  other  yt^ar  duiing  my  superintendency. 

[nstitutes. 

I  liei«l  fourteen  local  institutes  during  the  term.  Twenty-three 
townshijis  held  regular  monlhly  meelings,  known  as  district  insti- 
tutes. In  many  cases  the  directors  met  with  the  teachers  and  as- 
sisted in  the  work  as  well  as  took  part  in  the  discussions.  This 
movenu'ut  had  its  origin  at  the  last  directors'  convention. 

Directors. 

We  often  hear  ''as  the  teacher,  so  the  school."  From  experience, 
we  often  find  that,  as  the  people,  so  the  directors;  as  the  directors,  so 
llie  lea(  heis,  and  as  I  lie  teacheis,  so  1  he  schools,  lu  olher  words,  as 
the  i)eople,  so  the  schools. 

Tlie  scJiool  directors  are,  as  a  rule,  the  exponents  of  the  district  in 
intelligence  and  progress. 

"Water  always  seeks  its  level."  The  board  seMoui  gels  above 
the  "water  mark"  of  the  district. 

If,  perchance,  a  board  should  make  a  bold  strike  to  advance  the 
schools  above  the  "ideal''  of  a  district,  the  next  election  that  comes 
along  will  sound  their  death-knell  as  directors,  and  the  succeeding 
board  will  again  fall  back  to  the  line  whereon  the  preceding  board 
started.  The  most  unfortunate  part  of  the  system  is  that  the  intelli- 
gent and  progressive  men  are  too  often  in  the  minority. 

Politics,  religion  and  selfish  motives  too  often  become  potent  fac- 
tors in  the  school  work. 

If  schools  are  to  be  controlled  by  political  demagogues,  indifferent 
and  incompetent  directors  who  are  led  and  encouraged  by  people 
whose  sole  object  and  selfish  motives  are  to  prevent  the  "rising  gen- 
eration from  enjoying  better  advantages  than  they  enjoyed,  so  long- 
will  we  be  deprived  from  reaching  that  goal,  dreamed  of  and  wished 
for  by  the  friends  of  popular  education. 
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Teaclieis'  Ciiculatiiig  Libian. 

The  commiilee  of  tlie  Berks  County  Teachers'  Heading  Union 
agreed  to  slart  a  teachers'  circulating  library.  The  books  are  to  be 
kept  in  tlie  superintendent's  office.  Any  one  holding  a  valid  certifi- 
cate is  to  be  a  member,  and  can  at  any  time  during  the  year  take  out 
a  book  for  his  or  her  use.  The  books  are  to  consist  of  pedagogical 
works.  My  this  means  every  teacher  is  able  to  be  in  touch  of  the 
very  best  books  along  the  line  of  the  profession  of  teaching. 

Township  Graduating  System. 

Many  boys  and  girls  leave  school  too  early  in  life.  To  induce  them 
to  stay  longer  in  school,  to  stimulate  them  in  their  work  and  to  hold 
out  to  them  an  object  or  aim,  we  advocated  the  above  system. 

Albany  and  Hereford  were  the  first  townships  in  the  county  to  tak<' 
up  the  system.  We  have  reasons  to  expect  that  at  least  twenty-five 
other  townships  will  take  up  the  system  during  the  coming  year,  and 
if  the  system  is  properly  managed  every  township  in  the  county 
should  be  in  line  by  another  year. 

I  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  trying  to  improve 
the  schools  of  Berks  county. 


BLAIK  COUNTY— Henry  8.  V\  ertz. 


All  that  was  hoped  for  was  not  realized  during  the  school  year 
just  closed,  yet  we  have  much  to  be  grateful  for. 

We  are  glad  to  report  a  successful  school  term  without  egotism  or 
exaggeration.  The  financial  depression  in  business  was  our  chief 
hindrance.  Some  of  our  districts  experienced  more  than  ordinary 
difficulty  in  collecting  tax  which  embarrassed  the  work  of  our 
schools  to  some  extent  in  such  districts.  It  occurs  to  me  that  local 
pride  sheuld  induce  prompt  and  cheerful  payment  of  school  asses.s- 
ments  as  no  other  public  assessment  is  made  for  a  more  laudable 
purpose.  The  enlightenment  and  uplifting  of  the  human  race  is  a 
common  duty,  and  this  duty  is  nowhere  more  imperative  than  in  our 
own  immediate  locality.  By  a  lack  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  col- 
lectors or  delay  of  payment  by  parties  taxed,  losses  are  always  en- 
tailed on  districts  where  such  indifference  is  found.  We  are  re- 
minded of  a  collector  in  one  of  our  districts  who,  by  energy  and  tact, 
and  supported  by  enthusiastic  ta:?  payers,  has  reported  his  duplicate 
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paid  ill  lull  oil  llit-  lirsi  «la.\  ol'  Febi  uar,v  cacij  ^ear,  lor  at  least  lour 
years.  What  a  liappj  state  of  all  airs,  if  siicli  prompt  actiou  were 
practiced  everywhere!  In  sucli  a  district,  directors  linow  just  how 
to  calculate  for  the  school  year,  feeliiij*;  assured  that  they  will  have 
the  necessary  means  to  meet  tlieir  obligations.  Where  no  shrinkage 
occurs  in  school  asses.smeiits  by  delay  in  collection,  teachers  are  in- 
sured more  liberal  compensation  and  the  rate  of  millage  is  less  bur- 
d(;nsome.  Fair  compensation  prociues  good  talent  and  consequently 
the  results  in  school  work  are  satisfactory,  while  parsimony  or  in- 
.ibilit^  to  pay  teachers  fair  wages  alfords  an  inlet  for  inferior  talent, 
which  yields,  as  a  rule,  unsatisfactory  results.  Our  school  boards 
deserve  commendation  for  their  liberality  and  wisdom  in  the  use  of 
public  school  funds.  Eacli  board  is  as  liberal  in  the  expenditure  of 
sciiool  money  as  the  tlnancial  ability  of  the  several  districts  permits 
without  making  school  assessments  burdensome. 

New  houses  were  built  in  Allegheny,  Greenfield,  Juniata,  Logan, 
Snyder  and  Woodbury  townships.  The  houses  in  Allegheny,  Logan 
and  Woodbury  are  brick  buildings,  of  modern  design,  well  furnished 
and  models  of  convenience  and  comfort 

The  houses  built  in  the  other  townships  named  are  built  of  wood, 
and  are  neatly  finished  and  comfortably  furnished. 

Houses  were  renewed  in  Duncansville  and  Juniata  boroughs  and 
Blair,  Frankstown  and  Taylor  townships.  The  number  of  houses 
built,  renewed  and  renovated  reflects  credit  on  our  school  boards 
for  their  efforts  to  provide  for  the  various  needs  and  comfort  of  the 
school  children. 

Educational  meetings  were  more  numerously  held  than  in  former 
years.  The  Teachers'  and  Directors'  Union  of  Blair  County,  held  at 
Lakemont,  in  August,  was  well  attended.  Dr.  N.  0.  Schaeffer,  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction,  honored  the  meeting  with  his 
presence  and  delighted  and  edified  the  audience  with  two  able  ad- 
dresses. 

The  character  of  our  annual  institute  can  be  judged  from  our  corps 
of  instructors,  Deputy  Superintendent  Henry  Houek,  Drs.  M.  G. 
Uiumbaugh,  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  J.  B.  DeMotte,  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  E.  S. 
'emp  and  Prof.  Isett,  who  are  not  only  well  known  in  the  Keystone 
State,  but  with  them  is  linked  an  enviable  national  reputation  as 
educators  of  the  first  rank.  Such  men  make  the  hearts  of  teachers 
rejoice  and  invest  them  with  loftier  aspirations  for  the  more  effectual 
prosecution  of  their  second,  to  no  other  work.  The  good  that  such 
men  do  will  surely  live  after  them  and  they  certainly  will  have  no 
e^l  to  inter  with  their  bones.  A  spirit  of  patriotism  prevailed  in  our 
county  during  the  last  school  terra  to  an  extent  which  probably  had 
not  been  equaled  since  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  About  forty  flags 
were  unfurled  to  the  breeze  over  as  many  school  houses.     These  flag 
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raisings  were  attended  by  an  outpouring-  of  enthused  people,  many 
of  whom  on  frequent  occasions  could  not  gain  admission  into  the 
school  houses  because  of  their  crowded  condition.  These  demon- 
strations were  usually  attended  by  bands  of  music  and  always 
patriotic  songs  and  recitations  well  rendered.  The  addresses  were 
usually  replete  with  facts  gleaned  from  our  unequaled  story  of  the 
nation,  and  were  sometimes  the  productions  of  leading  talent  in  the 
county. 

These  occasions  no  doubt  impressed  our  girls  and  boys  with  the 
superior  advantages  afforded  them  by  our  liberal  institutions  and 
implanted  within  them  that  love  of  country  which  every  true  Ameri- 
can should  possess. 

We  visited  all  of  the  schools  once  and  many  ot  them  a  second  time. 
Very  often,  especially  on  our  second  visit,  we  were  accompanied  by 
directors  and  frequently  met  patrons  in  the  schools. 

We  were  alvNaj^s  accorded  a  hearty  welcome  by  teachers  and 
pupils,  and  usually  found  evidence  of  good  habits  of  study  and  sys- 
tematic and  effective  work. 

In  conclusion,  we  wnsh  to  thank  our  many  co-workers,  including 
the  press  of  the  county  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
for  courtesies  shown  and  assistance  rendered. 


BRADPOKD  COUNTY— G.  W.  Ryan. 


The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Towanda,  December  16-20. 

The  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  J.  A.  Mcl^llan,  Dr. 
A.E.  Winship,  Miss  Mollie  Weston,  Professors  F.  H.  Green,  W.  W. 
Deatrick,  H.  E.  T'ogswell,  H.  S.  Putnam,  E.  E.  Quinlan  and  C.  P.  Gar- 
rison, 

The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  Winship,  Kev.  Sam  Jones,  Rev. 
Madison  Peters,  Max  O'Rell.  The  Mozart  sextette  gave  a  concert 
Friday  evening. 

The  directors'  day  session  was  quite  largely  attended,  and  was 
interesting  and  ])rolitable.  The  address  by  Supt.  Houck  to  teachers 
and  directors  was  excellent. 

The  continuous  term  is  in  operation  throughout  the  county  and 
now  meets  general  approval.  Free  text  books  and  supplies  are  be- 
coming popular. 

These  and  other  improvements  have  necessitated  much  extra  ex- 
pense, and  as  a  result  in  many  cases  teachers'  wages  have  been  re- 
duced. 
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The  County  Teachers'  Associnlioii  nu'cls  qnartorlj,  and  is  of  much 
interest  and  profit  to  all. 

We  believe  there  luis  been,  on  the  whole,  f;(MMMal  advancement 
in  the  educational  alTairs  of  the  county  duiinj^-  llie  past  yciu-,  jind  (o 
all  who  have  conliilmlc*!  to  this,  ovir  sincere  lluuiks  iiic  lierel)y 
tendered. 


BUCKS  COUNTY'— W.  II.  SloHcr 


One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  schools  opened  with  tlie  same  teach- 
ers they  ]iad  the  preceding-  term.  Sixty-nine  others  started  witli 
teachers  who  taught  in  the  county  the  year  before,  but  not  in  the 
sanu*  schools.  Of  tlie  eighty  new  teachers,  forty-three  W('r<'  without 
previous  experience.  Twenty-five  of  these  held  provisional  certifi- 
cates, the  other  eighteen  had  normal  school  diplomas.  Tlierc  wore 
comparatively  few  changes  of  teachers  during  the  term. 

The  new  building  at  Langhorue  is  unique,  a  credit  to  the  town 
and  to  the  directors.  It  is  well  lighted,  heated  by  steam  and  ven- 
tilated by  a  modern  method.  The  cold  air  is  so  admitted  as  to  pass 
over  the  radiators  and  become  warmed  before  it  disseminates 
through  the  rooms.  The  foul  air  is  removed  through  a  series  of 
flues  constructed  for  that  purpose.  The  one  at  Perkasie  is  heated 
and  ventilated  by  the  Smead-Wills  system  of  heating  and  ventilation. 
Creditable  improvements  were  made  in  the  school  buildings  at 
Hulmeville  and  Kiegelsville,  The  other  new  houses  erected  during 
the  year  are  one-room  buildings,  neat,  fairly  well  lighted,  but  with- 
out special  provision  for  heating  and  ventilation,  and  lacking  in 
luncheon  and  toilet  rooms,  and  closets  for  wraps. 

The  directors  of  N^ewtown  township  remodeled  one  of  their  one- 
room  buildings  and  placed  in  it  the  Smead-Wills  system  of  heating 
and  ventilation.     The  results  are  highly  satisfactory. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors'  association,  Dr, 
Charles  B,  Smith,  of  Newtown,  read  an  able  paper  on  ''Rural  School 
Architecture  with  Special  Reference  to  Sanitation,"  which  awakened 
much  interest  in  the  subject,  A  committee  was  appointed  to  gather 
further  information  on  the  subject  and  report  the  results  of  their 
efforts  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  The  plans  of  school  houses  em- 
bodying the  principles  presented  in  Dr.  Smith's  paper  were  filed  in 
the  county  superintendent's  room  in  the  court  house,  where  directors 
may  examine  them  the  more  carefully. 

2-6-96 
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Tile  one  lactor  witliout  whicli  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  good 
school  is  the  teacher.  An  educated,  cultured,  trained,  devoted,  child- 
loving  teacher,  imbued  with  a  knowledge  of  the  science  of  education, 
and  a  zealous  applicant  of  its  principles,  is  needed  in  every  school 
room,  but  the  child's  physical  well  being  is  important,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  the  school  grounds  and  school  houses  should  be  conducive  to 
health. 

A  series  of  "parents'  meetings,"  promising  much  goo«3  to  the 
schools,  were  held  in  Yardley  and  Doylestowu  township,  under  the 
direction  of  the  teachers  and  directors  of  the  respective  districts. 

Successful  local  institutes  were  held  in  Bristol  township,  Nocka- 
mixon,  Hilltown,  at  Richboro  and  Richlandtown.  The  parts  per- 
formed by  the  pupils  and  the  teachers  were  highly  creditable  and 
the  instruction  given  timely  and  helpful  to  teachers,  directors  and 
parents.  At  Richlandtown,  a  local  school  directors'  convention  was 
held  in  connection  with  the  institute. 

The  county  institute  was  attended  by  all  the  teachers  of  the  county 
but  two.  The  institute  was  a  success,  both  in  attendance  and  in  the 
uature  of  its  work. 

The  Teachers'  Association,  the  Reading  Circle  and  the  district  iu- 
.stitutes  accomplished  good  results.  All  the  educational  aids  In  the 
county  were  active  and  helpful. 

Bedminster  adopted  a  graded  course  of  study.  1  examined  the 
work  in  ten  districts  at  the  close  of  this  term.  The  applicants  for 
examination  in  these  schools  were  better  prepared  than  in  the  past. 

The  directors  of  Middletown  graded  their  schools  more  closely, 
added  a  teacher  at  Hulmeville,  their  central  school,  and  appointed 
E.  W.  Martindell  supervising  principal  of  all  their  schools.  The 
work  was  better  organized  and  much  improved. 

Again  thanking  the  teachers  and  directors,  the  press  of  the  county, 
and  the  friends  of  education  for  their  courtesies  and  co-operation, 
and  to  d:he  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  encouragement  and 
advice,  r  conclude  my  ninth  annual  report. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— N.  C.  McCollough. 


The  schools  of  Butler  county  have  been  moving  steadily  along  with 
no  surprising  results,  but  with  a  natural  and  healthy  growth.  Our 
schools  have  increased  during  the  six  years  until  there  are  272 
schools  in  the  county.  They  are  all  equipped  with  patent  furniture 
and  considerable  apparatus.The  last  district  having  the  old  time  seats 
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came  lu  the  luuui  autl  purchased  paLeut  luiuitiiie  la«l  jsuuiuier.  A 
large  number  of  the  districls  purchased  Yaggy's  geugr;ipliical  oliart 
and  physiological  charts  during  the  year.  About  three-fourths  o^ 
I  lie  districts  have  obtained  Webster's  International  Dictionary. 

i'^vaus  City  erected  a  handsome  two-story  brick  building  at  a  cost 
of  ifiojOOU.  It  contains  six  rooms  and  is  furnished  with  new  patent 
furniture  and  slate  black-boards.  The  building  is  heated  and  ven- 
tilated by  the  latest  improved  system.  It  was  dedicated  in  .lannary. 
Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  J  J.  F>.  Douthett,  Xewton  Black,  Esq., 
Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Dr.  Irvine,  Supt.  McCollougli.  Prof.  J.  H.  Wilson 
and  the  principal  of  the  schools,  L.  E.  Christley. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  h(mse.  There  were 
'.iOO  teachers  in  attendance.  Hut  three  were  absent.  Much  interest 
was  manifested  during  all  its  sessions.  The  attendance  was  unusu- 
ally large.  During  the  afternoon  sessions  it  was  impossible  to  ac- 
commodate the  large  crowds  which  were  in  attendance.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  Boone,  of  Michigan;  State  Superintendent  Corson, 
of  (Jhio;  Dr.  Murphy,  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal;  Dr.  Georgi' 
Luckey,  IMttsburg,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  John  J.  Isensee,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  A 
stronger  corps  of  instructors  Butler  county's  teachers'  institute 
never  had.  The  teachers  were  all  well  pleased  and  appreciated  the 
valuable  instruction  given  them.  The  lecturers  were  Hon.  I.  S.  Le- 
land,  D.  C.  Hindman,  Rev.  Anna  Shaw  and  John  R.  Clarke.  The 
directors'  convention  was  also  well  attended.  This  convention  has 
always  heretfore  held  but  a  half  day  session  during  Institute  week. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  a  full  day's  session  next  year.  Four  hundred 
fifty  applicants  for  teachers  certificates  were  examined.  Three  bun- 
dled received  certificates  and  one  hundred  fifty  were  rejected.  The 
standard  was  raised  still  higher  than  the  preceding  year  and  yet 
there  were  more  teachers  than  schools.  The  educational  standard 
of  teachers  has  risen  considerable  during  the  past  six  years.  All 
who  are  at  present  teaching  have  had  the  advantage  of  attending 
some  higher  institution  than  the  common  schools.  There  are  only 
fifty-one  beginners  among  the  teachers  this  year.  Thirty-seven  have 
graduated  from,  and  sixty-seven  have  attended  State  normal  schooLs. 

Have  been  paying  particular  attention  to  the  classification  of  our 
schools.  Care  has  been  taken  that  each  branch  of  study  receives 
its  proper  time  and  attention,  and  that  none  are  neglected.  Free 
text-books  aid  the  teacher  in  making  a  proper  classification  of  his 
school.  The  idea  which  has  prevailed  to  considerable  extent  that 
a  child  could  pursue  but  one  or  two  branches  of  study  at  the  same 
time  has  almost  died  out,  and  the  teachers  are  considered  the  proper 
persons  to  judge  what  branches  their  pupils  should  pursue. 

There  are  yet  many  needed  improvements  which  should  be  inaugu- 
rated In  our  public  school  system.    It  Is  far  from  being  perfect,  yet 
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it  is  as  near  perfect  as  many  other  systems,  and  is  meeting  the  de- 
mands of  the  times.  Districts  which  are  willing  to  have  an  eight  or 
nine  months'  term  and  pay  from  forty  to  fifty  doHars  per  month  can. 
withont  any  difficnlty,  procure  teachers  who  liave  the  necessary 
scholarly  as  well  as  professional  attainments.  In  sparsply  settled 
districts  it  is  probably  difficnlt  to  do  this,  yet  an  effort  should  always 
be  made  to  have  a  good  t(  ins  (tf  school  and  the  best  teachers  which 
can  be  secured. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  two  successful  applicants  passed  the  com- 
mon school  examination  and  received  di]domas.  Quite  a  number  of 
these  were  among  the  unsutcessful  ones  of  tlie  ])recediug  year. '  A 
much  larger  percentage  of  the  boys  and  girls  remain  in  the  schools 
until  they  have  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught  than 
before  these  examinations  were  inaugurated. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— J.  W.  Leecli. 


The  year  closing  June  1,  1890,  has  shown  continued  improvement 
in  the  efticiency  of  the  work  of  our  teachers,  a  steady  growth  in  the 
interest  manifested  by  our  citizens. 

Man}'  of  our  school  boards  have  shown  a  highly  commendable 
spirit  in  increasing  the  teachers'  wages,  as  well  as  furnishing  their 
teachers  with  all  necessary  apparatus. 

Cambria  county  now  possesses  some  of  the  finest  modern  scho«>l 
buildings  in  this  ]>art  of  the  State,  <^quipped  with  everything  a 
teacher  could  ask  for.  Encyclopedias,  librai-ies,  distionaries,  maps, 
charts,  globes,  etc.,  have  found  their  way  into  many  of  our  schools, 
through  the  influence  of  teachers  and  directors. 

The  most  inspiring  and  hopeful  fact  we  notice  is  the  steady  rise 
in  the  character  and  qualifications  of  our  teachers. 

Our  directors  are  steadily  and  surely  coming  to  the  necessary  con- 
clusion that  "as  is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school,"  that  this  is  ab- 
solutely true,  and  this  is  the  place  to  guard  most  carefully. 

Fine  buildings  with  excellent  apparatus  and  high  salaries,  with 
poorly  equipped  teachers,  either  intellectually  or  morally,  will  soon 
bring  our  schools  into  deserved  contempt.  Substantial  progress 
must  come  to  the  schools  through  our  teachers.  The  teacher  who  is 
a  leader,  who,  with  a  clean  heart,  clear  head  and  willing  hands,  cre- 
ates sentiment,  shapes  public  opinion  and  leads  the  citizens  and 
pupils  to  take  an  enthusiastic  pride  in  making  their  schools  the  best 
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ill  Ml.-  1:111(1  .iimI  i:ii;ii<l  iliriii  with  a  jealous  care,  is  ilie  ideal  teacher 
ill  uiau^  ol  our  dislricLs,  uud  i  believe  we  hud  iiiuie  ui"  this  kind  lasl 
vear  than  e\er  hefofc 

Forty-tiv(»  per  cent,  ot  the  applieaiiis  lor  rcrtiticales  were  refused. 

Waj;:es  in  eases  were  reduced,  in  nian.v  tJiey  were  increased. 

Our  Directors'  Association  continues  to  j,mo\v  an<l  llourish.  i'.  .M. 
Brown  and  Alexander  Lang  were  sent  as  delegates  to  the  convention 
held  in  Harrislmrg  for  the  organization  of  a  Htale  Directors'  Associa- 
tion, and  each  brought  back  glowing  reports  of  the  work  done  at  this 
meeting. 

The  otticers  (»f  the  organization  are  as  follows:  President,  T.  W. 
Dick,  Esq.,  Ebeusburg;  vice  president,  John  Itel,  I'ortage  township; 
secretary,  G.  J.  Jones,  Cambria  township;  treasurer,  R.  R.  Davis, 
Ebensburg, 

Our  conniv  institute  was  the  most  successful  ever  held  in  the 
county. 

Our  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  A.  E.  \Vinship,  Dr. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  Byron  A^^  King,  Dr.  George  W.  Hull  anc? 
Prof.  S.  G.  Smith. 

Our  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows: 

H.  H.  Emmett,  "The  Indian  Question." 

Byron  ^A^  King,  Readings. 

Sam.  P.  Jones,  "Character  and  Characters." 

A.  J.  Palmer,  "The  Die-no-Mores." 

Our  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  in  any  way  couti  ibiitcil 
towards  the  success  of  our  work,  and  we  bespeak  for  our  successor, 
Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  the  same  kindly  courtesy  and  assistance  which 
have  alwavs  been  extended  to  us  so  willingly. 


('.\.MP:K(>.\  COl^NTY— Ella  Herrick. 

With  few cxceiuiojis  our  schools  have  been  satisfactory  througnoul 
the  year.  A  few  districts  yet  cling  to  summer  schools.  As  the  term 
must  be  continuous  the  schools  commence  about  the  middle  of  June. 
Carefully  c(»mj)iled  statistics  show  that  the  enrollment  is  less  and 
the  percentage  of  attendance  smaller  in  summer  than  during  the  fall 
and  winter.     The  progress  is  not  so  great  during  the  hot  weather. 

There  are  several  schools  in  Cameron  county  whose  average  at- 
tendance does  not  exceed  five.  Such  schools  do  inefficient  work 
from  lack  of  interest.     The  classes  being  so  small  there  is  not  the 


22  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

incentive  to  study  tiial  obtains  when  pupils  can  compete  with  others. 
Schools  could  be  consolidated  advantageously  in  several  districts. 

I  appointed  a  chairman  in  each  township  to  carry  on  local  insti- 
tute work  but  for  some  reason  none  were  held  this  year. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Emporium  and  was  the 
only  educational  event  of  the  year.  All  of  the  teachers  were  pres- 
ent and  were  punctual  in  attendance.  The  practical  nature  of  the 
instruction  was  of  benefit  to  those  who  were  desirous  of  improving 
themselves  and  their  schools.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were 
G.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg;  Geo.  Park  Singer,  of  the  Central  State 
Normal,  Lock  Haven;  Supt.  Johnson,  of  Union  county;  Byron  W. 
King  and  Hon.  Henry  Hall,  Pittsburg,  and  the  Lyric  Quartette. 
Special  trains  brought  the  people  from  the  lower  end  of  the  county 
to  the  evening  entertainments. 

In  concluding  this,  my  last  report,  J  wish  to  thank  the  directors 
and  friends  of  education  for  their  kindness  and  co-operation,  the 
county  papers  for  conHesies  extended  and  the  Department  for  advice 
and  encouragement. 


CARBON   COUNTY— A.   S.    Beisel. 


Another  year  is  past  and  gone,  and  with  it  are  gone  lost  oppor- 
tunities and  honest  duties  conscientiously  performed.  Taking  a 
glance  over  the  work  of  the  year  we  feel  that  we  have  great  manv 
reasons  for  joj  and  few  reasons  for  regret.  The  educational  march 
has  been  slow  up  Mount  Zion,  but  our  step  was  sure  and-  secure,  and 
to-day  we  are  nearer  the  summit  than  ever  before.  Our  progress 
can  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  wise  legislations  of  direetors  and 
to  the  unselfish  motives  of  the  teachers. 

The  latter  ceased  complaining  about  low  salaries  and  endeavored 
to  make  themselves  worth  more,  and  the  former  closed  the  eye  of 
skimping  and  opened  the  eye  of  liberality  and  appreciation,  nnd 
willing  to  pay  a  dollar  for  value  received.  In  a  number  of  districts 
the  teachers'  work  was  aided  by  means  of  dictionaries,  outline  maps 
and  length  of  term.  Of  our  193  schools,  fifteen  enjoyed  the  advant- 
ages of  a  ten  months'  term;  109  a  nine  months'  term;  seven  an  eight 
months'  term,  seventeen  a  seven  months'  term  and  forty-five  a  six 
months'  term,  making  an  average  term  of  eight  and  one-sixth  months. 

Not  one  district  has  decided  to  reduce  the  term,  but  Lansford  and 
Lower  Townmensing  hnve  decided  to  add  one  month  to  the  present 
term,   making  i1    ten    months   for   Lansford   and    seven    months   for 
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LowL'i-  Tuwauii'using.  The  piiucipals  in  Lausford,  Lehij;hton  and 
East  Munch  ( ■hunk  had  tlieir  salaries  advanced  from  $90  to  ^H)()  per 
mouth.  Some  other  teachers  had  a  raise  of  $10  and  some  a  raise  of 
$5  a  month.  The  school  term  in  Carbon  is  lengthening,  salary  is 
going  up  and  we  have  given  timel.v  warning  that  the  standard  for 
teachers'  cerliticates  is  raised  for  next  yeai',  so  those  who  desire  to 
remain  in  I  he  profession  must  show  that  they  are  keeping  pace  with 
the  pi'ogressive  move.  Hanks  townshij)  directors  deserve  mncli 
credit  for  their  good  jndgment  in  erecting  so  comfortable  and  con 
venieiit  a  six -roomed  building  at  Beaver  Meadows.  Franklin  town 
ship  erected  the  model  rural  school  house  in  Carbon  county.  Di 
rectors  contemplating  building  for  health  and  comfort  will  do  well  to 
visit  Indian  Hill  school  house,  and  there  see  that  even  a  countr\ 
schctol  house  can  have  modern  improvements.  Mauch  riumk  town 
ship  directors  erected  an  addition  to  the  Huato  building  thus  niak 
ing  it  a  graded  school.  Lehighton  directors  are  at  present  working 
at  an  eight-roomed  brick  building,  which,  when  completed,  will  be 
an  ornament  to  the  town  and  a  credit  to  the  board. 

Classes  were  graduated  at  Mauch  Chunk.  Lansford.  Lehighton. 
Weatlierly.  Nesquehoning  and  Summit  Hill.  The  work  in  our  high 
schools  is  thorough  and  of  a  high  order.  The  regular  county  high 
school  course  has,  in  addition  to  the  common  branches,  algebra,  plane 
geometry,  rhetoric,  literature,  book-keeping,  natural  philosophy,  phy- 
sical geography  and  civil  government. 

Lehighton  has  added  vocal  music,  general  history  and  in  Latin  two 
books  of  Caesar.  W'eatherly  has  added  general  History  and  Latin. 
Lausford  has  added  Latin  and  vocal  music.  Summit  Hill  has  added 
Latin  and  botany.  East  Mauch  Chunk  has  added  Latin  and  general 
history.  Mauch  Chunk  has  added  Latin,  consisting  of  four  books  of 
Caesar.  Cicero's  orations  against  Cataline.  and  four  books  of  Virgil; 
double  entry  book-keeping:  chemistry,  botany,  astronomy  and  gen 
eral  history.  The  courses  are.  as  the  branches  indicate,  very  exten 
sive.  and  our  graduates  as  a  result,  take  high  standing  in  normal 
schools  and  colleges.  As  soon  as  the  legislature  makes  the  appro- 
priation to  high  schools,  we  are  ready  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Our  high  schools  are  very  much  in  need  of  good  apparatus.  Out 
side  Mauch  Chunk  we  have  nothing  towards  what  we  should  have. 
By  the  use  of  apparatus  the  work  in  the  sciences  would  be  much  sim 
plified  and  better  impressed  by  granting  the  pupils  the  x^rivilege  of 
seeing,  and,  therefore,  knowing.  Nearly  all  the  schools  are  now 
supplied  with  dictionaries  and  outline  maps,  and  I  hope  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  other  much-needed  conveniences  can  be  added. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Mauch  Chunk,  De 
(•ember  2  to  0.  inclusive.  The  attendance  was  the  bep<-  in  the  history 
of  the  conntv. 
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Ot  the  IDo  teacliers  every  one  was  iii  atteudauce  the  whole  week 
except  one  who  was  one  day.  Instructions  were  given  in  the  Pollard 
Synthetic  Method,  in  nature  study,  in  school  ethics,  in  management, 
in  discipline,  in  failures  and  their  causes,  in  corelation  of  study,  in 
arithmetic,  in  littrature,  in  psychology.  In  addition  enthusiastic 
talk.!  wore  delivered  on  fads  and  extremes,  on  teachers,  on  the 
faculty  most  neglected,  on  higt;  schools,  on  responsibility  honors  the 
profession,  on  don'ts  for  the  grammar  teacher,  on  the  greatest  gram- 
mar lesson,  on  ungraded  schools,  and  on  Pennsylvania.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  K  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Ilancher,  Dr.  Bible,  Dr.  Lyte, 
Prof.  Green,  Prof.  Cough) in.  Prof.  Harman,  Prof.  Kemp  and  Miss 
Agnes  MacMoIlan. 

The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  W.  H.  Crowford,  Chaplain  C.  C.  Mc- 
Cabe,  Mrs.  Dr.  Anna  Shaw.  The  Tryoiean  Troubadour  Concert  Com- 
pany gave  an  entertainment.  At  this  session  the  members  of  the 
institute  raised  |40  for  the  Dr.  Durrowes'  Memorial  Fund.  A  veiy 
successful  local  institute  was  held  in  Lehighton  in  the  Fourth  local 
institute  district.  The  attendance  was  very  large.  About  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  teachers  in  the  county  were  present.  Good  work 
was  done  and  valuable  hints  were  given  by  different  members  of  the 
institute.  A  small  admission  was  charged  to  the  evening  entertain- 
ments and  the  net  proceeds  auiounting  to  .f(>2  were  given  to  the  high 
school. 

It  was  the  means  of  the  nice  addition  to  (heir  library. 

We  appreciate  the  assistance  of  the  press,  the  directors,  the  teacii- 
ers  and  the  Department  in  our  work  of  the  year. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramley 


In  connection  with  the  statistical  and  monthly  reports  forwarded  to 
the  Department,  I  herewith  submit  the  following:  The  work  done  dur 
ing  the  year  shows  that  the  s"iilimeut  for  go(jd  schools  is  gradually 
growing  throughout  the  county.  There  has  been  an  improvement  in 
professional  zeal  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  during  the  last  several 
yeais.  ]\rany  spend  their  vacations  at  a  normal  scliool  or  private 
aoadejuy,  some  progress  by  private  effort,  while, however,  a  few  seem 
to  think  that  continued  study  is  not  necessary,  and  these  are  the 
teachers  that  unconsciously  pass  the  "dead  line,"  and  should  be  rele- 
gated to  the  rear,  for  whenever  employed  their  indifference  brings 
about  stagnation  in  pupils.  The  imprudent  economy  of  boards  who 
consider  the  teacher  a  purchasable  commodity,  to  be  obtained  at 
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ilir  lowest  rates  itossiblc,  secures  eiiiploviiieiit  tor  such  teachers. 
When  we  are  fnifiaL  and  vel  Ikinc  excellent  school  accommodations 
with  c()ni[>etent  teacliers.  lluii  onlv  will  N\-e  have  llu'  necessary  i*e(|ni- 
siles  fur  <^(u)(]  schools. 

Dniin^  I  he  year  I  here  were  held  tweuty-tive  rej;iilai-  exaininalions 
and  seven  "sitecials."  ( M'  I  he  'UK)  a])})licanls  examined,  \-A  wer*- 
rrjcclcd,  I  he  examinalions  and  jirading-  heinj;  a  lit  lie  nii»rc  riui'l 
llian  herelofoie.  A  liii^lier-  slandaifl  of  crtilicates  will  lirin^  ahon! 
a  higher  sl;indard  <d  sciiools.  ( )l'  I  he  leachin*;-  force  employed,  fonr 
le«'n  are  college  j;i-adnales.  sixleen  hold  nornial  school  di|domas, 
forl_\  jM-rnianenl,  lhirl\  llircc  |ir<»ft'ssioiial  aiid  IST  |iro\isional  cri- 
titicat('s.  One  iiiuidred  and  lhirl.\  teachers  lia\<'  lanulil  o\cr  live 
years,  ami  I  hiily  sevei»  weie 'i)e};inuers." 

(>iii-  scIk.oI  houses,  as  a  rule,  are  fair,  as  wcdl  as  (lie  fnrninire. 
\\«'  ha\(',  however,  a  few  bnildiii<»s  Ihai  have  served  their  pnrpose, 
and  shonid  now  be  supplanted  w'ith  more  modern  strnchiies.  Sc^Ncn 
new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  the  one  in  Penn  township 
being  an  ex((dhMit  two-room  frame  building.  In  the  matter  of  out- 
buildings, most  districts  have  complied  with  the  law,  some  have 
complied  in  part,  while  in  a  few  cases  these  buildings  are  a  standing 
menace  to  civilization.  Recent  legislation  will,  I  hope,  bring  these 
buildings  m<M-e  in  harmony  with  the  sanitary  requirements  (»f  the 
day. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house, 
Bellefoute,  December  10  to  20.  It  is  always  our  desire  to  employ  as 
instructors  and  lecturers  only  persons  of  recognized  ability  and 
reputation,  and  as  a  result  the  attendance  and  interest  shown  in  the 
proceedings  are  phenomenal.  Not  only  do  the  teachers  come  I'u 
masse,  but  directors  and  other  progressive  citizens  attend  thesci 
annual  gatherings,  imbibing  inspiration  and  in  consequence  become 
still  more  useful  patnms.  The  one  uncorufortable  feature  is  the 
crewded  condition  of  the  building  at  times.  Hundreds  were  turned 
away  because  of  insufficient  seating  capacity.  Six  local  educational 
meetings  were  held  in  four  of  the  six  local  institute  districts,  the 
county  su[)erintendent  taking  part  in  nearly  all  of  them. 

Never  before  was  there  such  enthusiasm  shown  in  these  four  dis- 
tricts in  local  work.  The  churches  in  which  the  meetings  were  held 
were  crowded  to  their  utmost.  The  teachers  are  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  the  active  part  they  took  in  the  work,  for  such  activity  will 
surely  awaken  interest  in  the  different  communities.  We  will  not 
endeavor  to  give  a  reason  why  no  local  institutes  were  held  in  two 
districts.  Let  us  hope  e^ery  district  will  be  in  line  this  year.  Teach- 
ers, this  matter  is  largely  in  your  hands. 

Oh  Thursday  of  institute  week,  the  directors  met  in  annual  con- 
A'ention,  holding  two   se|)arate  meetings.     The  attendance  was  the 
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largest  iu  the  liistur^v  oi  the  associatiou,  nearly  lUU  directors  being 
present.  Practical  questions  were  discussed.  These  associations, 
if  properly  conducted,  wield  a  potent  influence  for  good.  I  still  hold 
these  meetings  should  be  legally  sustained,  as  are  the  teachers' 
county  institutes.  Many  directors  fail  to  perform  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  them,  because  they  must  serve  without  pay.  Let  us  re- 
duce the  number  of  directors  in  each  district  to  three,  and  pay  them 
for  the  work  they  do.  Almost  as  well  argue  that  a  love  for  the  work 
should  mduce  teachers  to  render  their  services  gratuituously  as  to 
ask  the  school  oflBcer  to  perform  legal  duties  without  compensation. 

We  have  a  few  districts  in  which  efforts  are  put  forth  to  secure  li- 
braries, containing  books  of  reference  and  books  by  which  our  youth 
may  acquire  a  taste  for  good  reading  and  be  stimulated  to  nobler 
purpose  of  life,  yet  very  little  attention  is  given  to  this  matter 
throughout  the  county  as  a  whole.  Libraries  originate,  and  de- 
velop in  proportion  to  the  energy  and  taste  for  literature  on  the  part 
of  teachers,  ir'hilipsburg  and  UelieiuiiU-  are  putting  forth  extra  ef- 
forts in  securing  libraries.  The  library  of  the  fcmer  contains  no 
less  than  a  thousand  well-selected  books,  as  well  as  several  hundred 
dollars'  worth  of  physical  and  chemical  apparatus. 

Music  is  also  receiving  some  systematic  attention  in  these  bor- 
oughs. It,  in  connection  with  voice  culture,  should  be  on  the  curri- 
culum of  every  school — the  fact  that  teachers  are  not  prepared  to 
teach  it  should  be  no  barrier  to  its  introduction. 

Let  us,  as  a  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  unite  to  make  our  good 
school  system  still  more  efficient  to  prepare  our  boys  and  girls  for 
citizenship,  for  truer  manhood  and  womanhood. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Joseph  «.  Walton. 


The  most  marked  improvement  in  the  Chester  county  schools  dur 
ing  the  past  year  was  in  the  quality  of  the  work  done.  There  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  special  instructors  in  vocal  music, 
drawing  and  manual  training.  There  is  a  slow  and  gradual  gain 
in  the  number  of  township  high  schools  and  grammar  schools. 

Our  experiment  in  transportation  and  centralization  has  shown 
itself  a  success  by  securing  the  almost  unanimous  support  of  its  ad- 
vocates at  the  last  annual  election  of  school  directors.     The  most 
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luaiked  increase  is  iu  llie  iiuuiher  ut'  disUitls  wliith  have  adopted  a 
graded  course  of  study. 

More  pupils,  who  have  completed  the  comse,  have  been  examined 
this  year  than  in  any  previous  year. 

Weuowneed  a  more  uniform  course  of  study  iu  our  borough  schools, 
and  then  townships  joining  those  boroughs  would  And  it  greatly  tu 
their  advantage  to  provide  for  the  high  school  education  of  theii 
pupils  in  the  borough.  This  would  be  less  expensive  than  a  town 
ship  liigh  school,  and,  under  proper  conditions,  would  be  more  effec 
tive.  [ts  intluiMKi'  would  be  felt  iu  tiie  rural  schools  down  to  the 
primary  grade. 

There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  male  teachers,  and  a 
.still  more  startling  decrease  in  the  number  of  lady  directors. 

Only  forty-one  of  our  teachers  were  beginners  and  twenty-tive 
per  cent,  of  these  were  graduates  of  State  normal  schools.  There  is 
a  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certiti 
cates,  and  an  increase  of  those  holding  degrees  from  a  State  normal 
school. 

The  character  of  the  rural  school  hou.ses  built  during  the  year 
shows  a  decided  progress  in  sanitary  and  other  improvements.  The 
following  cut  reijresents  an  exterior  view  of  Whitford  school  house, 
West  Whiteland  township. 

The  grounds  are  larger  than  usual,  and  are  tastefully  planted  with 
native  forest  trees. 

Gut  No.  2  shows  a  view  of  the  interior  with  the  door  opening  into 
the  girls  cloak  room  and  closet. 

The  floor  is  made  of  one  and  one-quarter  inch  maple.  The  cellar 
is  cemented,  and  tlie  house  is  well  heated  and  ventilated. 

The  ground  plan  shows  the  closets,  manual  training  room  and  li- 
brary all  on  one  floor.  This  hoirse  has  been  in  use  for  a  year  and  no 
inconvenience  has  been  experienced  by  having  the  closets  connected 
with  the  school  room. 

We  have  quite  a  number  of  houses  now  with  the  closets  attached 
by  passage  ways  to  the  rear  of  the  buildings. 

The  Whitford  house  is  the  only  one  we  have  in  a  rural  district 
with  the  manual  training  room  on  the  same  floor  as  the  school  room. 
It  is  so  arranged  that  the  pupils  can  work  in  the  shop  and  at  the  same 
time  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  regular  teacher.  By  this  ar- 
rangement if  the  manual  training  is  taught  by  a  special  teaciier, 
many  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  having  the  shops  in  the  cellar 
are  obviated,  if  on  the  other  the  regular  teacher  is  prepared  to  teach 
the  subject,  this  plan  offers  excellent  opportunities  to  detail  three 
«M-  four  pupils  to  the  shop  at  one  time,  and  still  have  them  under  the 
direction  of  the  teacher. 
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The  work  of  supervision  during  the  past  year  has  been  more  satis- 
factory than  usual.  In  several  districts"  we  have  had  meetings  of 
teachers  and  directors,  wheie  questions  were  asked  and  methods 
discussed,  which  materially  added  to  (lie  effectiveness  of  the  usual 
\  isitalions. 


(ILARK)N    (UH'NTV  -W.    A.    Beer, 


Tile  ^ear  jusL  closed  has  been  one  of  advuncemeni  in  the  school 
work  of  the  county.  Almost  half  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  have 
had  five  years'  experience  and  yet  the  average  age  of  the  teachers  is 
only  a  little  above  twentA'-two  years.  More  than  half  of  the  teaching 
force  has  attended  the  State  Normal  school  at  Clarion,  and  of  the 
I'cmaindcr  all  but  twenty-seven  attended  some  of  the  academies  or 
other  higher  institutions  of  learning.  There  were  forty-six  beginners, 
and  the  teachers  of  last  year  who  gave  place  to  the  "first-termers" 
have  generally  gone  into  other  counties  to  teach  or  else  they  have 
gone  into  other  professions.  There  were  very  few  experienced 
teacheis  wlio  were  not  emplo3'ed  when  they  made  application  for 
schools.  The  study  of  pedagogy  has  gone  right  along  and  now  it  is  the 
minority  who  are  indifferent  about  the  laws  of  spiritual  growth  and 
the  best  means  for  promoting  soul-development  in  the  child  at  school. 
Indeed,  the  interest  shown  in  the  study  of  the  teaching  j)rocess  is  al- 
most universal  among  our  teachers.  And  it  is  not  confined  to  the 
teachers  alone.  Very  many  of  our  citizens  take  an  active  part  in 
our  educational  meetings  and  show  that  they  are  studying  the 
matter  more  carefully  than  some  of  those  who  claim  leadership  in 
the  ranks  of  the  teachers.  I  think  this  fact  should  admonish  us  as 
teachers  that  the  duty  of  the  hour  is  a  more  exhaustive  study  of  the 
best  current  thought  in  pedagogy. 

One  reason  for  this  healthy  condition  is  to  be  found  at  the  Normal 
School  in  Clarion.  The  pedagogy  of  that  institution  is  based  on  the 
Tompkins  philosophy,  and  Prof.  Rugh  marks  out  a  line  of  work  for 
the  students  into  which  every  brauch  of  learning  in  the  s(»hool  is 
made  to  fit  by  the  teachers  in  chaige  of  the  various  departments. 
This  statement  of  course  implies  that  all  the  teachers  are  therefore 
students  of  pedagogy,  and  that  is  the  fact  as  I  have  found  it.  A 
principle  enunciated  by  the  teacher  of  methods  is  exemplified  by  the 
teacher  of  science,  the  teacher  of  mathematics,  the  teacher  of  geog- 
raphy, the  teacher  of  English,  and  so  on  all  through  the  curriculum 
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of  llic  Normal  sclionl.  I  lia\('  toiiiid  this  a  great  \u'\i>  to  lue  in  my 
t'florts  to  scenic  ctHrclation  of  (lie  branches  in  the  public  schools, 
and  I  lake  this  means  of  makiiij^-  n'('<n-(l  of  fhis  far!  so  llial  if  may 
stand  as  a  mih'slonc  in  the  pathway  of  pedagogical  in-ogress  in 
(Maiion  comity.  I  have  foniid  that  be  the  student  ever  so  well  in- 
formed in  aiithmetic  it  is  still  of  untold  valne  to  him  to  have  a 
teacher  who  nndeislands  the  teaching  process  to  teach  him  the  same 
liroblems  ill  tiie  aiilhiiK'tic  that  he  "knew  all  about  years  ago.'' 
^Vllen  such  a  teacher  leads  the  student  over  the  way  it  is  indeed  an 
illustration  of  the  student  thinking  the  subject  while  the  teacher 
is  thinkinj^  the  process  by  which  the  student  thinks  the  subject.  And 
such  a  teacher  sees  every  omission  in  the  process  which  may  be  made 
by  the  student,  and  then  by  skillful  teaching  leads  him  into  an  ex- 
perience which  rounds  out  the  process  for  him,  and  at  the  same  time 
makes  him  conscious  of  that  process,  thus  naakiug  him  to  go  out  from 
that  instruction  a  teacher  indeed  and  in  truth.  Principal  Davis 
plans  all  the  normal  work  to  this  end. 

The  pedagogy  of  the  normal  has  been  ably  supported  by  the  county 
institute.  Dr.  Tompkins  was  again  with  us  last  winter.  He  pre- 
sented a  broader  field  of  elTort  than  he  had  done  the  year  before, 
and  to  say  that  he  captivated  the  large  audiences  that  en  me  to  hear 
him  at  every  period  is  stating  the  case  not  figuratively,  but  really. 
In  his  work  he  was  ably  assisted  by  Prof.  A.  W.  Moore,  of  the 
Chicago  rniversity.  He  is  a  disciple  of  Tompkins  and  elaborated 
lessons  in  liteiatuie  and  other  subjects  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  great 
inspiration  for  a  practical  a])plication  of  his  pedagogy. 

And  still  another  agency  of  advancement  must  be  noted.  The 
local  institutes  organized  and  conducted  by  the  teachers  themselves 
carried  the  doctrines  of  the  ''teaching  process,''  and  the  "process  of 
education"  into  the  remotest  corners  of  the  county.  Following  out 
the  plan  adojited  last  year  we  divided  the  county  into  eight  local  in- 
stitute districts  having  as  nearly  equal  a  number  of  teachers  as  was 
possible.  These  districts  were  put  in  charge  of  a  committee  of  three 
teachers,  three  directors  and  three  citizens,  who  arranged  for  the 
meetings,  provided  for  the  entertainment  of  visiting  teachers,  and 
made  out  the  program  for  the  institute.  All  forces  were  thus  united 
and  the  results  were  very  gratifying  to  all  concerned.  Meetings 
were  held  at  twenty-four  different  places  throughout  the  county,  and 
at  nearly  all  of  these  points  the  people  assembled  on  Friday  evening 
and  listened  to  an  address  by  some  leader.  These  evening  programs 
were  made  very  interesting  by  the  young  people  of  the  respective 
neighborhoods,  wiio  furnished  music  and  literary  exercises  to  help 
the  cause  along.  Dr.  R.  H.  Holbrook.  formerly  of  Lebanon.  O.,  hav- 
ing become  a  member  of  the  Clarion  Xormal  faculty,  was  a  great 
reinforcement  to  us.     He  is  beyond  question  one  of  the  ablest  and 
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most  eutertaiiiing  institute  talkeis  iu  the  couiiti y,  aud  lie  entered 
the  ser\  ice  with  good  cheer  to  us  all.  The  various  ministers  of  the 
counly  did  much  for  us  and  the  churches  all  over  the  county  were 
thrown  open  for  our  meetings.  In  no  instance  were  we  refused  ad- 
mission to  any  church  edifice  for  institute  sessions.  As  usual,  Pro- 
fessors Kugh,  McDonald,  Thompson,  Hepler  and  the  superintendent 
talked  at  the  night  meetings,  while  the  "Emerson  Quartette,"  com- 
posed of  A.  J.  Mooney,  C.  E.  Rugh,  R.  C.  Wilson  and  T.  A.  Craig, 
gave  us  invaluable  assistance,  as  did  also  Misses  Margie  Rugh, 
Blanche  Pease,  Grrace  Sutton  and  Daisy  Mead.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  mention  all  the  workers  at  these  local  meetings,  but  the  com- 
mittees are  to  be  commended  for  their  energy  and  the  amount  of  in- 
telligent and  helpful  discussion  which  they  brought  about  at  the  day 
sessions. 

In  my  re-election  1  found  a  very  generous  endorsement  of  my 
eflorts  to  improve  the  school  work  and  even  those  directors  who  did 
not  give  me  their  support,  gave  me  much  encouragement  to  hold  the 
standard  higher  both  for  learning  and  for  living.  The  contest  was 
spirited  nnd  some  feeling  was  manifested,  the  opposition  to  my  re- 
election being  led  by  my  predecessor.  The  vote  was  130  to  63. 
•ludgiug  from  this  expression,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  that  the 
next  three  years  will  show  greater  progress  in  education  in  this 
county  than  has  been  shown  by  any  three  years  in  our  history. 
There  shall  be  no  backward  steps,  and.  as  n  means  to  progress  I 
have  in  preparation  a  line  of  work  to  be  done  by  those  teachers  who 
hold  professional  certificates.  The  holders  of  all  professional  cer- 
tificates granted  during  my  first  term  will  be  examined  in  this  work 
(only  in  the  common  branches)  before  their  certificates  will  be  re- 
newed for  the  ensuing  three  3'ears.  If  any  fail  to  do  the  work 
marked  out  they  will  not  be  granted  a  new  professional. 

In  my  statistical  report  I  have  indicated  the  conditions  with  refer- 
ence to  houses,  examinations,  etc..  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
note  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  pay  teachers  better  wages,  and  if 
boards  of  directors  were  required  to  pay  for  and  have  a  copy  of 
the  "Pennsylvania  School  Journal"  sent  to  each  member  of  the  re 
spective  boards,  it  would  be  a  great  help  to  the  cause  in  the  State. 
Now,  the  privilege  of  so  doing  is  not  improved,  chiefly,  I  suppose, 
from  economic  motives,  but  a  careful  reading  of  the  official  utter- 
ances of  the  State  Superintendent,  by  every  school  director  would  be 
of  great  benefit  to  the  work.  It  seems  to  me  the  law  should  be  so 
amended. 


Brisbin  School  Building^ — Rear  View, 


Brisbin  School  Building,  Clearfield  County — Front  View 
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(H.E.ARFIKLU  001J:NTV  — 1'..  C.  Vonnj^man. 


As  a  I  (Sill  I  ot  some  agitation,  luau}  boards  bought  academic  and 
imubridgt'd  dictionaries  for  the  schools  during  the  year  just  closed. 
Woodward  and  Uccatur  invested  generously  in  these  valuable  helps 
to  teachers  and  scholars. 

Directors  are  beginning  to  find  out  that  the  expensive  and  ti^hy 
charts  on  every  conceivable  subject  are,  as  a  rule,  invisible  after 
they  have  once  been  placed  in  the  school  room. 

There  is  reason  for  congratulation  that  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls 
are  now  learning  to  use  the  dictionary  intelligently.  Charts  may 
catch  the  eye  and  please  for  a  time,  but  dictionaries  interest  and  in- 
struct for  all  time. 

This  is  true  of  all  good  text-books,  and  many  thoughtful  men  and 
women  are  looking  hopefully  forward  to  the  day  when  there  will  be 
a  decline  in  fresh  oral  teaching  and  a  return  to  a  judicious  use  of  the 
text-books  alike  by  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  question  of  consolidated  schools  and  free  transportation  was 
earnestly  discussed  at  directors'  meetings  and  local  and  county  in- 
stitutes this  year.  Teachers  generally  favor  it,  and  many  directors 
advocate  it.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  but  that  the  teaching  force 
could  be  reduced  by  one-third  and  the  quality  greatly  improved  by 
the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  consolidation.  The  widely  scattered 
one-teacher  schools  have  done  a  noble  work  in  their  day,  but  it  is 
fairly  questionable  whether  they  are  fitted  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  present,  to  say  nothing  of  the  greater  demands  of  the  future. 

The  great  desire  of  the  American  parent  is  to  give  his  children  the 
best  education  within  his  reach.  Then  why  not  strain  every  nerve  to 
improve  the  conditions  and  provide  better  facilities  for  educational 
work. 

Ramey  opened  its  new  school  house  with  fitting  exercises.  The 
building  contains  four  rooms  of  good  size,  with  slate  black-board, 
plenty  of  light,  and  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system.  It 
is  finished  throughout  in  hard  wood,  and  is  an  honor  to  the  town  and 
a  blessing  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  district.  Clearfield  has  com- 
menced the  erection  of  two  additional  school  houses  of  two  rooms 
each.  They  are  to  be  substantial  brick  buildings,  well  finished  and 
in  every  way  up  to  the  times. 

On  the  whole  the  interests  of  the  schools  are  advancing  as  rapidly 
as  can  be  expected.  More  liberal  views  are  gradually  working  their 
way  among  the  people.  Whenever  it  shall  be  better  understood 
that  scholarship  and  character  are  necessary  parts  of  a   teacher's 
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eqnijuiieut,  and  that  these  must  be  paid  for,  we  may  look  for  a  more 
careful  selection  of  those  who  ate  to  undertake  the  education  of  the 
young,  and  as  a  consequence  far  more  intelligent  work  and  more 
satisfactory  results.  JMeanwhile  we  are  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  great 
utMlty  of  our  schools.  The  boy  w^ho  receives  the  merest  rudiments 
of  an  education  has  a  tremendous  advantage  in  the  struggle  of  life 
over  the  boy  who  has  failed  to  receive  any  instruction.  The  com- 
pulsory law,  if  enforced  in  good  faith,  will  doubtless  have  a  good  ef- 
.  feet  in  some  respects.  For  one  thing,  it  ought  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  people  to  the  fact  that  the  best  way  to  promote  patriotism  is 
to  diffuse  knowledge  and  banish  ignorance.  To  display  the  flag  is 
a  good  thing,  but  to  instruct  all  the  children  in  tlie  principles  and 
institutions  for  which  the  flag  stands,  is  a  better  thing. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  admire  our  common  school  system.  We 
must  admire  the  perfection  of  its  macliinerj',  its  improved  methods 
and  its  wonderful  facilities  for  promoting  the  education  of  the 
people.  But  it  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  teachers  are 
in  a  most  important  sense  the  schools.  Men  and  women  are  always 
supeiior  to  machines,  and  more  than  methods.  Spontaneity  and  indi- 
viduality should  never  be  destroyed  by  even  the  most  effective 
manipulation  of  ready  made  methods.  The  best  appliances  must  not 
interfere  with  the  continued  growth  of  the  teacher  in  knowledge  and 
efiicienc}'. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— W.  A.  Snyder. 


The  tiadilioiial  idea  (hat  routine  work  in  school  is  a  positive  evi- 
dence of  close  attention  to  duties  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  is  being 
supplanted  b}'  the  notion  that  greater  elasticity  of  the  program  is 
]»ermissible. 

It  augurs  well  and  shows  a  healthier  sentiment  along  educational 
lines.  To  recognize  the  branches  prescribed  by  law  for  common 
schools  as  the  only  elements  to  be  considered,  suppresses  a  world  of 
wealth  from  the  minds  of  the  pupils.  The  domain  of  natui-e 
is  opulent  with  valuable  treasures  for  our  boys  and  girls. 
Living  as  we  do  in  the  midst  of  these  scenes,  they  are  apt  to  become 
common  place  if  no  interest  in  them  is  aroused.  Considerable  work 
was  done  in  our  county  during  the  year  along  the  line  of  observation 
work  and  nature  studies  and  the  work  is  just  begun. 
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Au  eliort  lius  been  made  lu  interest  our  boys  and  girls  in  tlie 
realm  of  the  world's  best  thought.  Quite  a  number  of  libraries  were 
started  in  our  district  schools.  The  pupils  were  interested  and  in 
many  cases  a  tasle  was  created  for  that  which  is  really  good.  A 
list  of  books  was  nauied  for  reading  during  vacation  and  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  two  or  three  of  the  books  will  be  read  by  a 
great  many  pupils. 

The  work  is  yet  in  its  incipiency,  but  the  trend  is  in  the  right 
direction.  Our  courses  of  study  can  be  enriched  to  advantage  and 
the  horizon  of  the  common  school  be  considerably  distended. 

Kenovo,  as  usual,  did  a  great  deal  of  work  towards  beautifying 
their  school  grounds.  Flower  beds,  new  iron  fences,  stone  pave- 
ments are  some  of  the  improvements.  Renovo  is  one  of  the  districts 
in  which  a  little  debt  does  not  produce  a  fatality.  The  consideration 
is,  will  it  be  of  benefit  to  the  schools,  not  next  year,  but  now?  The 
etticiency  of  their  schools  reflects  credit  on  the  board  and  their  corps 
of  teachers. 

South  Renovo  is  the  only  district  aside  from  Renovo  in  which  they 
have  nine  months.  New  single  seats  displaced  the  double  seats  in 
their  upper  grade. 

New  school  houses  were  built  in  the  following  districts:  Chapman, 
Bald  Eagle,  Crawford,  Logan  and  Grugan.  An  exceptionally  com- 
fortable two-room  building  was  erected  in  Chapman,  and  graded 
schools  inaugurated. 

Noyes  township  took  the  lead  in  general  improvements.  New 
picket  fences  were  placed  around  the  school  grounds  and  the  exterior 
of  all  buildings  made  very  presentable.  In  this  district,  they  have 
an  exceptionally  progressive  school  board. 

Mill  Hall  borough  started  a  high  school  in  the  face  of  an  adverse 
sentiment  among  many  patrons.  The  concensus  of  opinion  after  a 
year's  trial  is  that  it  is  the  best  thing  they  ever  had  in  an  educa- 
tional way  and  verifies  the  wisdom  of  the  board. 

Flemington  borough  added  new  studies  to  their  curriculum. 

The  term  was  increased  in  the  following  districts:  Flemington, 
Mill  Hall.  Pine  Creek,  Noyes  and  Castanea. 

Salaries  were  raised  in  the  following  districts:  Loganton,  Mill 
Hall,  Flemington,  Pine  Creek  and  South  Renovo. 

Needed  apparatus  was  purchased  in  these  districts:  Noyes,  Mill 
Hall,  Greene,  Gallagher,  West  Keating,  Woodward.  Castanea. 

School  houses  were  repaired  in  Porter,  Woodward,  Ind.,  Beech 
Creek  township,  Pine  Creek,  Leidy. 

The  directors  in  the  following  districts  have  a  personal  knowledge 
of  the  conditions  existing  in  their  own  schools  based  upon  visitations 
to  the  schools:  Renovo,  Noyes  and  Wayne. 

3-6-96 
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In  most  of  our  districts  one,  and  sometimes  two,  men  have  to  do 
all  the  visiting.  Some  few  are  decidedly  indifferent.  The  vast 
majority  feel  that  they  cannot  afford  to  sacrifice  their  time,  which 
means  their  living-.  .Men  aroue  that  directors  should  be  public 
spirited  ouoagli  to  lose  their  time  in  the  interests  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration. True,  yet  such  arguments  usually  eminate  from  those  in 
affluence  or  those  r(  ceiving  an  ample  consideration  for  their  services. 

The  teachers  generally  did  excellent  work.  The  attendance  was 
unusually  good,  and  an  evident  interest  usually  maintained,  ^"e- 
poti.sm  is  one  of  the  banes  of  our  common  school  system,  and  sym- 
]jathy  is  too  often  an  element  in  the  selection  of  teachers.  The  more 
incompetent,  the  more  difficult  to  displace  because  the  more  potent 
the  power  "behind  the  throne.-' 

These  silhouettes  mar  only  the  radiance  of  our  system;  they  cannot 
dim  it.  J(  behooves  the  friends  of  education  to  plight  anew  their 
fealty  to  the  public  schools  and  hope  for  their  reward  in  the  pros- 
perity, happiness  and  enlightenment  of  the  rising  generation. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— VVm.  C.  Johnston. 


The  most  promising  features  of  the  work  during  the  past  year 
were  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  schools  and 
greater  regularity  in  attendance. 

While  more  interest  in  the  schools  was  manifested  this  year  than 
ever  before  by  patrons,  directors,  teachers  and  pupils,  yet  there  is 
room  for  improvement  in  various  ways  in  many  districts.  The  ma- 
jority of  our  directors  are  careful,  capable  and  conscientious.  They 
seem  to  be  ever  ready  to  do  whatever  in  their  judgment  tends  to 
make  the  scliools  tnore  efficieDt. 

Tlie  attendance  of  directors  at  the  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation at  our  last  institute  was  the  largest  ever  known  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  association.  Excellent  addresses  were  made  by 
Superintendents  B.  R.  Johnson,  of  Union  county,  and  J.  George 
Becht,  of  Lycoming  county. 

It  seems  no  more  than  right  that  directors  should  receive  actual 
expenses  for  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  the  association  for  the  one 
day  during  the  annual  county  institute. 

It  was  suggested  at  the  last  meeting  that  as  the  district  receives 
through  the  directors  who  attend,  the  benefit  of  the  association's 


No.  6J  Colombia  County.  36 

work,  that  it  wuuld  Ik'  proiuT  lur  llie  disliiil  to  \k\\  the  ;i(lii.il  <^x- 
penses  incurred  by  directors  attending  these  meetings. 

The  county  institute  was  held  October  21-25.  All  tin;  teacliers  in 
county  (-xcept  two  were  present.  One  of  these  was  absent  on  ac- 
count of  sickness. 

The  institutes  during  the  past  few  years  have  been  very  largely 
attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens,  and  have  been  unusually 
interesting  and  successful. 

Interesting  and  excellent  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  Arnold 
Toini)kins.  of  Chicago,  111.;  Supts.  B.  K.  Johnson,  of  Union  county;  J. 
George  Becht,  of  Lycoming  county;  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  of  the 
Lock  Haven  Normal;  Mrs.  E.  N.  Allen,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.;  Prof.  Wni. 
Noetling  and  Dr.  J.  V.  \Velsh,  of  the  Bloonisburg  Normal,  and  Prof. 
E.  K.  Kichardson,  of  Berwick. 

Prof.  J.  A.  Sprenkel  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  lectures  were 
given  by  Dr.  James  Hedley.  Dr.  Byron  King  and  Bev.  Thomas  Dixon, 
Jr.,  and  a  concert  Iw  the  Arion  Concert  Company. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held.  They  were  better  attended  by 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  than  ever  before.  Special  efforts 
were  made  to  give  natural  science  p.irticular  attention  at  these  meet- 
ings, and  Piof.  Cope,  of  the  Bloonisburg  Normal,  gave  interesting 
and  practical  instruction  in  this.  TTseful  and  practical  instruction 
was  also  given  by  other  members  of  the  faculty  of  the  Normal,  as 
well  as  by  many  teachers  of  the  county. 

It  is  necessary  to  state  again  this  year  that  a  number  of  the  out- 
buildings are  not  what  they  should  be  and  that  therefore  the  law 
in  this  particular  has  not  yet  been  complied  with  in  some  districts. 
One  new  school  house  was  built  during  the  year,  and  many  wer(^ 
repaired  and  made  more  comfortable  and  attractive. 

The  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  erected  poles  at  a  number  of  school  houses  in 
the  county  and  presented  those  schools  with  beautiful  flags.  This  so- 
ciety is  to  be  commended  for  the  good  work  it  is  thus  doing. 

While  many  of  our  schools  have  unabridged  dictionaries,  some 
libraries,  or  the  beginning  of  a  library,  and  a  few  good  supplement- 
ary reading,  yet  there  is  great  need  of  immediate  attention  to  these 
matters  and  improvement  in  them.  Our  directoi's,  as  a  rule,  have 
been  careful  and  wise  in  refraining  from  spending  large  sums  of 
money  for  useless  charts,  but  they  might  invest  to  gi-eat  advantage, 
more  money  in  dictionaries  and  good  supplementary  reading. 

In  many  districts  teachers  are  more  carefully  selected  and  most 
directors  are  now  fully  awake  to  the  fact  that  the  little  people,  the 
primary  pupils,  should  always  have  the  very  best  teachers. 

We  have  in  the  county  two  hundred  and  thirty  (2.30)  schools;  of 
these  eight-ninf  fSj))  are  graded.  There  are  twenty-two  C22)  school 
rooms  without  sufficient  seating  capacity.     One  hundred  and  thirty- 
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seven  (137)  school  houses  are  considered  good.  In  two  hundred  and 
two  (202)  schools  the  Bible  is  read.  We  held  twenty-five  (25)  ex- 
aminations and  examined  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  (226)  appli- 
cants.    Forty-three  (43)  were  rejected. 

One  hundred  (100)  of  our  teachers  are  males  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  (143)  are  females.  Thirty-five  (35)  is  the  highest  average 
age  of  the  teachers  of  any  district  and  nineteen  (19)  the  lowest  av- 
erage age  of  the  teachers  of  any  district.  Fifty  (50)  teachers  this 
year  had  no  previous  experience.  Of  these  one  (1)  was  a  college 
graduate,  three  (3)  came  direct  from  the  common  schools,  six  (6)  were 
educated  in  seminaries  or  academies,  seven  (7)  were  from  high 
schools,  twelve  (12)  were  normal  graduates  and  twenty-one  (21)  had 
attended  normal  schools.  Kinety-two  (92)  teachers  had  more  than 
five  years'  experience  in  teaching.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  (114) 
held  provisional  certificates,  thirty-five  (35)  held  professionals,  eigh- 
teen (IS)  held  premanents,  seventy-two  (72)  are  normal  graduates, 
and  two  (2)  college  graduates  have  state  certificates.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  (159)  of  our  teachers  attended  normal  schools,  thirty- 
six  were  educated  in  common  schools,  forty-five  (45)  in  seminaries  or 
academies  and  three  (3)  are  college  graduates. 

Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  onrc.  seventy  (70)  were 
visited  twice  and  a  number  were  visited  threr  times.  During  the 
past  six  years  I  havo  visited  each  school  once  every  year  and  al- 
ways from  seventy  to  one  hundred  a  second  time. 

A  teacher  was  employed  to  teach  music  regiilarly  in  the  schools 
of  Bloom  and  Catawissa.  The  work  done  along  this  line  in  these 
schools  shows  that  this  was  not  only  a  desirable  move  but  a  success- 
ful one. 

The  graded  course  of  study  prepared  for  the  ungraded  schools  of 
the  county  and  placed  in  them  two  years  ago  has  done  much  to 
systematize  the  work  in  these  schools,  and  make  it  stronger  and 
better. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  course,  or  a  similar  one,  with  all  possible  im- 
provements, will  be  continued,  and  that  the  time  may  soon  come 
when  each  rural  school  district  will  regularly  graduate  each  year  a 
number  of  young  men  and  young  women  who  may  most  properly 
upon  such  graduation  receive  from  the  directors  and  the  superin- 
tendent a  common  school  diploma. 

It  is  done  in  other  counties  and  it  can  be  successfully  done  in  this 
as  the  work  with  the  course  during  the  past  two  years  fully  demon- 
strates. 

The  Berwick  directors  liave  successfully  continued  their  cooking 
school.  This  scheme  is  under  the  efficient  supervision  of  Mrs.  Kusel. 
and  it  has  proven  an  excellent  thing  for  the  young  women  of  Bor 
wick.     The  people  of  B<'rwi('k  may  well  be  proud  of  their  cooking 


No.  6. 1  Crawford  County.  37 

scliuol.  Tliis  (JepailmeiiL  ul  llic  tsthools  should  receive  from  every 
oue  the  hearty  and  united  support  that  it  deserves.  Our  teachers,  as 
a  rule,  do  faithful,  hard,  honest  work. 

I  shall  ever  gratefully  remember  the  hearty  support  and  help  that 
so  many  of  the  teachers  always  so  cheerfully  and  willingly  gave  me. 

A  few  years  ago  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  were 
regular  readers  of  educational  journals,  but  to  day  less  than  seven 
per  cent,  do  not  read  regularly  such  papers.  Nearly  all  the  teachers 
also  study  some  standard  work  on  methods. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  graduated  about  the  usual  number. 

The  normal  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  aud  continues  to 
graduate  large  classes. 

Having  been  reliably  informed  at  the  county  institute  in  October 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  a  large  majority  of  the  directors  to  re- 
duce the  salary  of  the  county  superintendent,  at  their  next  triennial 
convention,  I  informed  the  directors  and  the  public  immediately  after 
the  institute  that  I  could  not  therefore  be  a  candidate  for  a  third 
term. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  directors,  the  citizens,  the 
teachers  and  the  pupils  for  the  kind,  generous,  faithful  support 
given  me  during  the  past  six  years,  and  I  trust  my  successoi-  may  be 
accorded  similar  kind  treatment  and  hearty  co-operation. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— George  I.  Wright. 


This  closes  the  sixth  year  of  my  service  as  county  superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  Crawford  county,  and  with  this  report  my  ofiScial 
relations  are  severed. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  watched  the  growth  of  new  ideas  in  the 
county,  along  the  lines  of  education,  with  intense  interest  during  the 
two  terms  of  my  service.  I  have  seen  the  "continuous  term"  firmly 
established,  in  place  of  the  pernicious  two  or  three  term  system;  I 
have  seen  a  graded  system,  which  simplifies  and  unifies  the  work,  es- 
tablished in  all  the  country  schools;  I  have  seen  the  teaching  force 
animated  and  vivified  by  a  system  of  professional  reading;  I  have 
seen  the  attendance  at  Normal  schools  more  than  double  from  this 
county;  I  have  seen  more  than  one  thousand  pupils  from  country 
schools  complete  the  common  school  course,  and  receive  their  di- 
plomas or  certificates  of  standing,  ready  to  go  into  higher  schools  or 
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uormal  schools;  I  have  seen  township  high  schools  established  in  sev- 
eral townships  and  boroughs,  where  ninth  and  tenth  year  work  was 
done,  that  was  a  source  of  pride  to  the  patrons,  teachers  and  in  fact 
all  connected  with  the  school  work  of  the  county;  I  have  seen  the 
teachers  of  Ihe  county  paid,  in  the  aggregate,  thousands  of  dollars 
more  for  their  services  than  was  ever  paid  them  before. 

These  thiiigs  successfully  accomplished,  are  a  source  of  satisfac- 
tion to  me,  and  I  retire  from  the  work  with  the  most  earnest  hope 
that  the  results  obtained  by  unremittng  toil,  may  be  made  productive 
of  untold  good  to  the  thousands  of  children  to  whom  the  country 
scTiool  is  the  only  avenue  by  which  they  may  rise  to  higher  levels. 

1  wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  a  host  of  earnest 
friends,  to  our  honored  State  Superintendent,  Dr.  N.  0.  Schaeff er,  and 
to  his  able  assistants;  to  Dr.  H.  Y.  Hotchkiss  and  Supt.  R.  D.  Craw- 
ford, of  the  cities  of  Meadville  and  Titusville,  who  have  ever  been 
efficient  and  cordial  helpers;  to  all  my  borough  principals,  who  have 
loyally  seconded  my  efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  educational 
work;  to  the  zealous,  earnest  body  of  teachers,  who  have  ever 
sought  to  work  up  to  higher  ideals,  and  to  a  large  body  of  earnest, 
progressive  and  wide-awake  directors  and  patrons,  who  have  given 
encouragement  and  help  at  every  turn.  The  recollection  of  the  kind- 
ness, generosity,  hospitality  and  courtesies  accorded  me  will  always 
afford  me  sincere  pleasur(\  I  bespeak  for  my  succcessor.  Prof.  E. 
iSr.  Mixer,  the  same  cordial  support. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— A.  J.  Beitzel. 


1  hereby  submit  to  the  Dej^artment  of  Public  Instruction  my  nintii 
and  final  report  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Cumber- 
land county.  'My  retirement  from- the  office  marks  the  lapse  of  more 
Ihan  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  personal  service  in  the  cause  of  popular 
education.  I  have  always  been  impressed  with  the  idea  that  educa- 
tional work,  whether  in  the  capacity  of  teacher  or  superintendent, 
ranks  among  the  most  important  that  can  engage  the  attention  of 
any  one.  No  other,  I  am  sure,  affords  greater  opportunities  for 
benefiting  mankind  and  elevating  the  masses  to  a  more  profound 
appreciation  of  life  and  its  duties.  No  other  is  fraught  with  graver 
responsibilities  or  more  onerous  duties  and  upon  this  conception  I 
have  endeavored  to  aft.     No  doubt,  T  have  fallen  far  short  of  ac 
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to  the  head  aud  not  the  heart. 

There  are  those  wlio  imagine  that  the  position  of  county  superin- 
tendent is  a  sinecure,  but  one  year's  experience  up  to  the  full  meas- 
ure of  its  duties  will  disabuse  the  mind  of  the  most  extravagant 
dreamer  and  critic. 

There  is  extreme  satisfaction  in  the  thought  that  retirement  from 
the  ollice  signities  an  end  to  the  frequent  sacrilices  of  home  enjoy- 
ments and  comforts,  and  the  forced  exposures  to  rigorous  weather 
that  have  already  wrought  more  or  lesi^  physical  injury.  Yet,  withal, 
I  should  do  violence  to  the  truth  were  1  to  say  that  no  sorrow  or 
regret  is  felt  in  relinquishing  forever  a  work  so  congenial  to  my  tastes 
aud  habits  of  thought,  that  has  been  the  occasion  of  so  many  kindly 
offices,  pleasant  associations  and  cherished  friendships,  and  that  has 
occupied  the  prime  of  my  physical  manhood,  aud  the  best  energies  of 
my  mental  powers. 

The  keys  to  the  teaching  profession  are  now  turned  over  to  other 
hands  that  shall  guard  the  enti-ance  thereto.  The  direction  of  the 
educational  forces  shall  emanate  from  a  new  couimandaut.  It  is 
now  the  duly  of  all  concerned  to  stand  by  his  orders  in  all  that  shall 
make  for  progress.  The  duty  to  the  rising  generation  is  para- 
mount to  every  other  issue.  Let  no  one  prove  recreant  to  his  trust 
or  his  convictions. 

We  hope  that  every  measure  and  entei'prise,  every  factor  and  or- 
ganization that  has  been  potent  in  bringing  the  schools  to  their 
present  standard  of  excellence,  may  continue  to  be  fostered  and  con- 
centrated for  action  in  touch  with  healthy  growth  and  symmetrical 
development,  so  that  the  best  fruits  of  our  noble  educational  system 
may  be  realized  to  the  peojjle  of  our  fair  country. 

Among  the  factors  placed  in  evidence  during  my  official  period 
are  a  graded  course  of  study  for  the  schools,  a  course  of  professional 
reading  for  teachers,  the  county  directors'  association,  a  representa- 
tion in  the  State  Directors'  Association,  local  teachers'  meetings, 
vocal  music  in  the  schools  and  the  writing  of  letters  and  practical 
business  forms. 

Our  county  institutes  within  the  last  few  years  have  awakened  a 
popular  interest  unprecedented  in  their  former  history.  Crowds 
have  been  turned  away  from  its  sessions  for  the  want  of  room,  and  it 
has  become  a  problem  how  to  accommodate  an  interested  and  desir- 
able public. 

Our  teachers  are  a  conscientious  and  hard-Avorkiiig  class  of  per- 
sons, our  directors,  careful  nnd  intc^lligenr.  though  in  some  instances 
remiss  in  the  visitation  of  schools.  One  of  the  most  serious  draw- 
backs and  discouragements  from  the  teacher's  ]>ersonal  standpoint 
is  the  uncertain  tenure  of  his  position.     Too  frequently  he  is  made 
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the  shuttle-coek  of  the  whims  aud  prejudices  of  patrons  and  direct- 
ors, who  lack  capacity  to  discern  and  appreciate  first-class  teaching. 

liut  aside  from  a  few  untoward  conditions  there  is  much  to  touch 
the  pride  of  the  friends  of  popular  education  in  our  county.  Salarie.s 
have  been  advancing,  though  slightly,  yet  steadily;  tne  average 
length  of  term  now  nearly  reaches  seven  and  one-half  months;  school 
architecture,  furnishings  and  apparatus  nre  of  the  improved  type; 
free  text-books  and  supplies  are  furnished;  (he  State  appropriation 
has  been  expanding  and  local  taxation  growing  lighter. 

We  hope  that  teachers'  salaries  may  continue  to  increase  until  the 
profession  become  universally  self-sustaining,  and  school  terms  to 
lengthen  until  no  district  has  less  than  au  eight-months'  terra.  We 
lost  a  vote  in  the  recent  convention  becase  we  refused  to  pledge  our 
efforts  for  a  reduction  in  the  length  of  school  terms.  We  hope  that 
friends  of  popular  education  will  resent  such  false  economy  at  every 
opportunity. 

1  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  extend  my  thanks  to  directors,  teachers 
and  patrons  for  their  numerous  courtesies  and  hearty  co-operation, 
to  the  public  press  of  the  county  for  the  interest  shown  in  popular 
education,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  frequent 
counsel  aud  assistance. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— R.  M.  McNeal. 


The  work  of  the  year  just  closed  was  more  satisfactory  in  many 
particulars,  and  I  think  productive  of  better  results  than  that  of  any 
previous  year  under  my  sui^erintendency. 

The  directors  seemed  to  recognize  more  full}'  the  obligations  they 
owe  to  the  children  of  the  county,  the  teachers  were  more  earnest, 
gave  a  greater  amount  of  thought  and  study  to  their  work,  and  con- 
sequently waought  with  greater  skill  and  efiflciency  than  heretofore. 

Only  too  new^  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  Jackson 
township  erected  a  substantial  single  room  brick  building  at  Fisher- 
ville. 

The  flourishing  borough  of  Elizabeth ville  that  had  been  without  a 
suitable  place  to  house  its  children  since  its  incorporation,  this  year 
erected  a  fine  brick  building. 

The  board  did  not  make  the  mistake  so  frequently  made  in  grow- 
ing towns,  of  building  only  for  present  needs.   Although  there  are  at 
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present  only  live  schools  in  the  borough,  the  building  will  accommo- 
date eight  schools. 

Half  of  the  second  flooi-  has  been  left  in  one  room  that  will  be  used 
jis  an  assembly  hall  until  needed  for  school  rooms. 

The  rooms  are  large  and  well  lighted,  and  the  building  is  provided 
with  natural  slate  boards,  and  is  heated  with  steam. 

The  dedication  (September  7)  was  a  great  event  in  the  history  of 
the  borough.  The  town  was  crowded  with  visitors.  The  schools  and 
ditTerent  societies  of  the  town,  headed  by  bands  of  music,  paraded 
through  the  principal  streets  and  then  assembled  at  the  building 
whore  the  dedicatory  exercises  were  conducted.  Addresses  were 
made  by  Dr.  N. C. Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  H. 
G.  Dornheim,  principal  of  the  schools,  the  county  superintendent  and 
several  of  the  ministers  of  the  town. 

The  forty-third  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held  :n 
the  Central  High  School  building,  Harrisburg,  November  11-15,  180.5. 

The  section  work  inaugurated  several  years  ago  was  continued  this 
year  with  the  same  satisfactory  results  as  heretofore.  The  instruct- 
ors were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction; 
Mrs.  E.  N.  Allen,  Principals  E.  O.  Lyte  and  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Supts. 
James  M.  Coughlin  and  B.  R.  Johnson,  Profs.  W.  P.  Dick,  A.  T. 
Smith,  C.  H.  Albert,  G.  W.  Twitmyer  and  L.  S.  Shimmell.  Prof.  A. 
M.  Lindsay,  of  Steelton,  conducted  the  singing  and  gave  daily  in- 
struction in  vocal  music. 

The  evening  sessions  were  filled  by  Hon.  Alfred  Ellison,  Dr.  Wm. 
H.  Crawford.  Hon.  Wallace  Bruce  and  the  New  York  Male  Quartette, 
with  Miss  Nellie  Nichols,  reader. 

A  large  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  with  very  gratifying 
results.  The  teachers  took  an  active  interest  in  the  exercises  and 
large  audiences  were  in  attendance  at  nearly  all  of  the  meetings. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  tw^o  meetings  during  the 
year.  The  regular  annual  session  was  held  at  Harrisburg  on  Thurs- 
day of  county  institute  week.  About  100  directors  were  present  and 
the  spirited  discussions  gave  evidence  of  a  live  interest  in  the  exer- 
cises. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  at  Hummelstown,  February  S. 
1896.  The  attendance  was  not  as  large  at  it  should  have  been,  but 
nearly  all  of  the  directors  present  joined  heartily  in  the  discussion  of 
the  topics  on  the  program. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Felton,  general  manager  of  the  Pennsylvania  Steel 
Works,  was  elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year  and  Mr.  C.  A. 
Reehling  was  re-elected  secretary. 

The  adoption  of  a  teachers'  professional  reading  course  has  been 
productive  of  very  beneficial  results.     The  last  examination  of  appli- 
cants  foi-   certificates   found    them    very   much    better  prepared    in 
3* 
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theoiy  of  teacliiiig-  tliaii  Ijeietufure.  Tlieir  leading  aud  siudy  along 
this  line  have  been  much  more  systematic,  and  consequently  they  have 
made  greater  adv^ancement  and  have  a  more  thorough  understanding 
of  the  subject. 

A  careful  coniparisuu  of  our  school  machinery  and  appliances,  and 
the  character  of  the  work  done  year  by  year  shows  conclusively  that 
we  are  advancing. 

The  schools  are  becoming  better  equipped,  directors  are  making 
more  adequate  and  generous  provision  for  the  children,  teachers  are 
becoming  bettcj-  qualified  and  more  skillful  in  tlieir  work,  educa- 
tional sentiuK  nt  is  growing  and  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  en- 
couraging. 

^Yhile  we  are  pleased  to  note  these  indications  of  progress  and  are 
encouraged  by  the  measure  of  success  that  has  been  achieved  in 
the  past,  candor  compels  us  to  admit  that  w^e  should  have  been 
moving  forward  at  a  much  more  rapid  pace. 

Our  schools  have  not  yet  reached  that  standard  of  excellence 
wiiich  we  desire  to  see  them  attain.  There  are  still  too  many 
country  districts  in  which  the  schools  are  kept  open  only  six 
months  in  the  year,  salaries  are  not  suflicient  to  secure  and  retain 
the  best  teachers,  directors  in  too  many  instances  fail  to  employ  the 
best  teachers  available  and  the  people  do  not  manifest  that  general 
interest  in  popular  education  that  is  necessary  to  the  greatest  efB- 
ciency  of  our  schools. 

The  weakest,  as  well  as  the  strongest  arm  of  the  Pennsylvania 
school  system,  is  the  directorship.  The  laws  of  the  State  give  school 
directors  almost  unlimited  discretionary  power.  In  the  exercise  of 
this  authority,  the  directors  could  keep  the  schools  open  ten  months 
in  the  year,  if  they  so  desired,  in  most  districts  they  could  pay  sal- 
aries that  would  procure  the  best  qualified  and  most  skillful  teach 
ers,and  they  could  furnish  all  the  apparatus  and  appliances  necessary 
for  successful  work. 

Where  the  people  are  careful  in  the  selection  of  school  directors, 
and  put  into  that  office  only  progressive  public  sx)irited  men  and 
women  who  recognize  their  duty  to  the  childi'en  and  faithfully  per 
form  it.  the  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

When,  however,  school  boards  are  made  up  of  selfish,  narrow- 
minded  men  who  take  no  interest  in  education,  this  same  discretion- 
ary power  permits  them  to  pursue  a  niggardly  policy  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  that  cripples  their  efficiency  and  robs  the  chil- 
dren of  one  of  their  inalienable  rights. 

Last  January  over  a  hundred  school  directors  from  different  sec- 
tions of  the  State  met  in  Harrisburg  and  organized  a  State  School 
Directors'  Association.  As  I  saw  their  enthusiasm  and  witnessed 
the  interest  with  which  they  discussed  the  questions  under  considera- 
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liuu,  1  Lliuuglil  il  llu'se  uion  laiily  rcpicKeuted  I  he  school  diiector.s 
of  tlie  Stale  in  iiitelligeiue  and  nnscllish  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
tlie  schools,  I  woiihl  have  high  holies  for  the  onward  progress  of 
popular  ('(hicalion  in  Pennsylvania. 

J5ut  the  men  who  ai'e  sutTicicntly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
schools  to  sacrifice  time  and  money  in  attending  these  meetings 
(ind  themselves  greatly  in  the  minority  wlien  they  conu;  to  administer 
the  atlairs  of  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts. 

There  is  a  class  of  directors  who  do  not  attend  the  county  associa- 
tion meetings  nor  even  the  local  institutes  held  in  their  immediate 
localities. 

If  directors  were  paid  their  expenses  i»  attending  the  annual  and 
sejiii-aunnal  meetings  of  the  county  association,  and  attendance 
were  made  compulsory,  I  think  it  Avould  liave  a  beneficial  effect  on 
the  schools  of  our  county. 

Before  we  can  achieve  results  that  are  entirely  satisfactory,  we 
must  in  some  way  get  the  majority  of  the  directors  to  see  the  school 
problem  as  the  more  progressive  ones  see  it.  The  election  of  som-' 
women  as  school  directors  would,  in  our  judgment,  prove  highly 
advantageous  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 

What  district  in  Dauphin  county  will  lend  in  this  movement? 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


Another  school  term  has  closed,  and  with  a  general  feeling  among 
those  most  deeply  interested,  that  the  school  work  has  made  decided 
advancement  during  the  year.  The  work  being  done  by  the  numer- 
ous grammar  and  high  schools  in  the  county  is  meeting  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  advocates  of  such  schools  and  winning  the  interest  and 
support  of  all  classes. 

The  principals  of  such  schools  sometimes  make  the  mistake  of  try- 
ing to  piepare  their  pupils  for  taking  the  examinations  for  teachers. 
While  these  pupils  are  bright  and  some  of  them  succeed  in  securing 
certificates,  yet  they  do  not  have  that  breadth  of  knowledge  which 
more  mature  minds  would  possess,  and  which  they  will  more  readily 
secure  at  some  school  especially  organized  to  train  persons  for  the 
work  of  teaching. 

The  successful  establishment  of  sucli  schools  naturally  makes  a 
demand  for  better  trained  and  more  thoroughly  equipped  teachers. 
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The  time  has  about  come  in  this  county  when  applicants  who  have 
never  taught  must  hold  a  normal  school  diploma  if  they  expect  to  se- 
cure a  position. 

The  directors  of  Astou^  Concord,  Haverford,  Marple,  Middletown, 
Ridley  and  Tinicum  have  made  important  improvements  to  their 
school  properties  by  way  of  repainting,  refurnishing,  etc.  Nearly 
all  of  the  new  desks  bought  by  directors  during  the  year  were  single 
desks,  which  are  found  much  more  satisfactory  in  every  way.  There 
is  scarcely  a  district  in  the  county  which  does  not  have  one  or  more 
schools  furnished  with  single  desks.  The  directors  of  Birmingham 
erected  a  neat  brick  building  to  take  the  place  of  an  old  one.  A  hew 
building  has  been  commenced  in  Darby  to  more  fully  accommodate 
the  increased  attendance.  The  Lansdowne  school  board  built  an  at- 
tractive two-story  addition  to  their  building,  and  thereby  doubled  its 
capacity.  Because  of  the  jjopularity  of  these  schools  and  the  in- 
creased population,  the  children  came  into  the  schools  so  rapidly  that 
the  directors  were  obliged  to  employ  additional  teachers,  until  they 
closed  the  term  with  nine  teachers,  while  they  only  had  five  the  year 
before.  Next  school  term  will  likely  demand  increased  accommoda- 
tions also.  The  directors  of  Marcus  Hook  built  a  very  neat  and  com- 
fortable brick  building  containing  two  rooms.  This  building  takes 
the  place  of  a  rented  property  which  they  had  occupied  for  two  years 
and  which  was  very  unsatisfactory.  Newtown  toAvnship  has  been 
provided  with  a  new  two-room  brick  building  in  place  of  an  old  build 
ing,  badly  located.  When  completed,  the  directors  had  it  dedicated 
with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  directors  of  Prospect  Park  added 
a  third  story  to  their  school  building,  which  gives  them  two  more 
rooms  and  adds  very  much  to  the  appearanc"  of  the  building.  The 
borough  of  Glenolden  started  their  first  year's  work  in  a  beautiful 
two-story  stone  building.  It  contains  four  rooms  and  is  furnished 
Hiroughout  with  modern  appliances.  The  building  is  a  credit  to  tlic 
borough  in  every  particular.  The  Western  school  house  of  Thorn 
bury,  was  burned  in  December,  1895.  The  directors  were  fortunate 
in  securing  the  basement  of  the  Methodist  church  near  by,  in  which 
to  continue  the  school.  A  new  building  is  being  erected  which  will 
be  nearer  the  center  of  ])opnlation  for  that  district  than  the  old  on<- 
was. 

On  the  evening  of  the  first  Tuesday  in  May.  the  directors  of  South 
Chester  met  and  elected  their  supervising  principal.  Mi-.  J.  C.  Hock- 
enberry,  borough  superintendent  for  the  next  three  years.  This 
will  give  their  schools  closer  supervision  than  ever  before,  and  good 
results  must  surely  follow. 

The  active  interest  which  has  been  shown  by  teachers,  directors 
and  citizens  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county,  enconrnges  us 
to  look  for  a  healthv  growth  for  the  coming  school  tenu. 
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ELK  COUNTY— Win.  H.  Deveiaux. 


At  the  close  o(  Hie  lasL  year  of  my  superinteudeuey,  1  am  able  lo 
say  that  the  past  year  has  been  marked  by  a  continued  educational 
revival  in  the  county.  Duriu}*-  the  year  I  have  had  evidence  that 
the  majority  of  the  teachers  have  realized  that  the  teaching  process 
is  one  in  which  the  mind  of  the  teacher  comes  in  vital  touch  with  the 
mind  of  the  learner.  Our  teachers  with  a  few  exceptions  are  ex- 
perienced and  enthusiastic  in  their  work,  and  as  a  result  our  schools 
have  been  satisfactory  to  all. 

restitute. 

The  institute  was  held  at  Kidgway;,  October  18.  tt  was  well  pat 
ronized  by  the  Kidgway  pt^ople  and  proved  a  success  in  every  way. 

The  lecturers  were  Dr.  E.  E.  White,  of  Columbus,  O.;  Hon.  Harry 
Alvan  Hall,  of  Ridgway,  Pa.,  and  Hon.  Wallace  Bruce,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  The  entertainment  was  given  by  the  Lyric  Ladies'  Quartette, 
of  Pittsburgh.  Instructors,  Dr.  E.  E.  White,  Prof.  Byron  W.  King, 
1).  C.  Murphy  and  Prof.  Charles  Albert. 

The  district  superintendency  is  rapidly  growing  into  favor  in  our 
county.  Two  district  superintendents  were  appointed  during  the 
year,  one  in  Horton  township  and  one  in  Spring  Creek  township, 
making  three  district  superintendents  in  the  county.  Great  im- 
provements were  made  in  the  schools  where  these  newly  elected  dis- 
trict superintendents  were  appointed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  other  districts 
will  try  this  plan  the  coming  year,  as  it  secures  uniformity  of  work  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  and  better  results  to  the  children. 

One  Term. 

The  continuous  term  is  established  in  every  district  in  the  county. 
This  plan  I  believe  to  be  a  good  one,  yet  many  of  our  patrons  find 
fault,  claiming  the  children  cannot  attend  school  during  the  stormy 
months. 

Local  Institutes. 

Twelve  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  in  the  following 
townships :  Benzinger,  Horton,  Jones  and  Spring  Creek.  They  were 
conducted  by  the  principals  and  teachers  of  the  county  and  greatly 
inspired  the  teachers  in  their  work.  Local  institutes  have  been  held 
in  the  county  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  but  were  not  so  well  organ- 
ized until  the  Benzinger  school  board  passed  a  resolution  compelling 
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their  teacliers  to  hold  an  institute  iu  their  township  every  month. 
With  such  leadeis  as  D.  D,  Driscollj  J.  J.  Lynch,  W.  C.  Cassidy  and 
others,  the  institutes  grew  in  favor  and  are  now  being  held  in  many 
of  our  townships. 

In  closing,  1  can  positively  say  our  schools  have  progressed  in  edu 
cational  growth  during  my  three  years'  service.     Most  of  our  teacn- 
ers  are  experienced,  industrious  and  have  received  my  suggestions 
with  kindness  and  in  most  eases  have  applied  them. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  teachers  and  directors  for  the  courtesy  they 
have  shown  me  and  the  harmony  that  has  prevailed  in  their  educa- 
tional efforts  to  develop  the  young  mind. 


EKIE  COUNTY— Thomas  C.  Miller. 


In  submitting  this,  my  seventh  annual  report,  I  desire  to  review 
briefly  some  of  the  educational  events  of  my  administration  as  su 
perintendent  of  the  schools  of  Erie  county. 

A  ims. 

In  beginning  my  work,  1  lealized  that  it  required  great  and  deter- 
mined effort  to  bring  myself  into  sympathetic  touch  with  the  pupils, 
parents  and  teachers  of  a  large  county  like  this.  Some  of  my  un- 
swerving pui'poses  have  been  to  visit  the  scliools  as  often  as  possible, 
to  establish  the  continuous  term,  to  organize  and  systematize  the 
work  by  carefully  grading  the  rural  schools  and  encouraging  attend- 
ance at  high  schools,  to  sift  the  teachers,  retaining  those  having  the 
most  accurate  scholarship,  the  best  character  and  imbued  with  the 
best  teaching  qualities,  to  require  for  jHofessional  improvement  a 
study  each  year  of  some  standtird  work  of  pedagogy  or  psychology, 
and  to  encourage  an  attendance  at  some  professional  school,  to  bring 
to  our  aid  in  the  annual  county  teachers'  institute  at  Erie  the  very 
best  talent  in  the  country  to  instruct  and  inspire  our  teaching- 
force,  to  establish  township  institutes,  to  insist  on  the  supply- 
ing of  dictionaries  and  globes,  in  short,  to  make  the  schools 
of  Erie  county  rival  the  best  in  the  State.  It  is  not  boasting 
to  say  tliat  the  realization  of  many  of  these  aims  has  been  ray  re 
ward. 

Visits. 

Jt  has  Ix^en  my  good  lorlune  to  visit  each  school  in  the  countv 
jiiany  times  and  almost  evei-y  scliool  each  year,  including  a  visit  or 
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I  \vn  to  our  Normal  school.  A  debt  of  g;ratitude  is  due  the  teachers 
and  [dipils  on  aicoimt  of  the  hearty  weloome  always  extended.  It 
has  bet'ii  niv  sincore  desire  to  bo  of  real  help  and  to  leave  a  vi\\  of 
sunshine  behind  to  warm  and  enliven  all. 

Grading  and  Classifying. 

The  establishment  of  the  continuous  term  (brought  about  by  the 
timely  rendering  of  our  State  Superintendent)  and  the  organizing, 
systematizing  and  grading  of  the  schools  constitute  a  clear  and  well 
defined  "epoch  making"  period  in  the  educational  history  of  Erie 
county.  The  course  of  study  includes  civil  government  and  a  nintli 
and  tenth  year  in  townships  ^^■llere  a  township  high  school  is  pro- 
vided for.  Civil  government  is  required  to  be  taught  in  every  school 
in  the  county.  The  hiring  of  one  teacher  for  the  entire  year  and  the 
unbroken  term  was  opposed  by  many  boards,  but  when  they  were 
brought  to  understand  the  matter  and  to  see  that  the  State  appro- 
priation was  at  stake  they  chose  to  take  no  risks.  Now,  very  tew 
boards  would  go  back  to  the  old  plan.  The  grading  has  done  an  in- 
calculable amount  of  good,  a  healthy  school  centiment  has  been  cre- 
ated, and  pupil,  parent,  teacher  and  superintendent  are  brought  into 
closer  relations  and  are  enabled  to  work  together  for  the  children's 
educational  as  well  as  their  sijiritual  salvation.  May  the  time  come 
when  our  schools  shall  exist  solely  for  the  children  and  when  nothing 
shall  be  done  which  is  not  for  their  best  interests. 

Teachers. 

The  scholarly  attainments  of  my  teachers  have  advanced  until 
they  are  probably  ample  for  present  needs.  This  does  not  imply  that 
they  are  what  they  should  be  from  an  educational  or  professional 
standjjoint,  nor  from  the  standpoint  of  most  of  the  teachers.  There 
is  a  lamentable  lack  of  how  to  teach.  The  mischievous  fallacy,  that 
if  a  thing  is  known  it  can  be  taught,  is  believed  by  too  many  teachers 
and  directors.  The  power  to  skillfully  impart,  to  interest,  to  arouse 
and  create  enthusiasm,  to  get  and  hold  attention,  to  direct  thought 
along  proper  lines,  to  cause  the  pupils  to  get  and  hold  for  themselves. 
These  are  some  of  the  tests  of  a  teacher's  value.  Can  you  do  this? 
If  so,  you  are  a  teacher.  It  is  just  as  important  to  estimate  as  most 
valuable  that  teacher  whose  influence  for  good  follows  and  molds 
the  whole  after  life  of  the  future- citizen.  As  a  whole,  the  teachers 
of  this  county  are  a  self-sacrificing  band  and  do  the  best  they  know. 

Institutes. 

Several  districts  in  this  county  now  make  it  obligatory  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  to  organize  and  maintain  a  monthly  institute.  These 
meetings  are  fraught  with  benefit  in  aw^akening  an  interest  in  the 
schools  and  in  begetting  a  fraternal  spirit  among  the  teachers. 
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Our  couuly  institute  has  had  an  almost  phenomenal  growth  in 
popularity  and  usefulness.  In  years  gone  by  it  could  not  be  sus- 
tained in  Erie,  now  it  is  established  there,  and  is  very  largely  at- 
tended by  the  educational  public  of  the  city.  The  evening  lectures 
are  liberally  patronized  and  each  year  finds  a  large  surplus  in  the 
treasury.  Aside  from  their  value  to  teachers,  they  have  educated 
the  public  in  general  to  prize  our  schools  more  highly. 

Ohv  last  one,  held  December  16  to  20,  1895,  was  a  brilliant  affair, 
with  such  men  and  women  as  Supt.  Geo.  I.  Aldrich,  Supt.  Flora  E. 
Kendall,  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict,  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  Prof. 
E.  W.  Newton,  Dr.  E.  L.  Rexford,  Rev.  Dr.  Anna  Shaw,  Gen.  John  B. 
Gordon  and  the  Ladies'  Schumann  Quartette.  The  institute  cannot 
help  being  a  memorable  as  well  as  an  uplifting  event. 

Buildings  and  Apparatus. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  see  erected,  during  my  service,  some 
buildings  which  are  the  pride  of  the  county,  and  equal  to  the  best  in 
the  State.  In  almost  every  district  grand  improvements  have  been 
made.  School  rooms  should  be  made  as  pleasant  and  inviting  as  the 
best  homes.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  once  said:  ''No  church,  no  cathe- 
dral or  rich  man's  mansion  ought  to  be  so  beautiful  as  the  houses 
provided  for  the  children  of  the  common  people."  Some  useful  ap- 
paratus has  been  put  into  the  schools  of  this  class,  many  Webster's 
International  Dictionaries,  some  cyclopedias  and  some  globes  were 
supplied. 

Finally. 

I  cannot  retire  from  a  position  to  which  I  have  devoted  nearly 
seven  of  the  best  years  of  my  life  without  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  faithful  assistance  from  many  sources.  Supt.  H.  C.  Missiraer  has 
always  stood  by  me  to  help  the  county,  and  our  teachers  are  greatly 
indebted  to  him  for  his  kind  and  valuable  services.  His  able  corps 
of  high  school  and  all  other  teachers  are  in  hearty  sjonpathy  with  the 
county  work.  The  Erie  Board  of  Education  always  showed  a  gener- 
ous helpfulness  in  giving  the  free  use  of  the  high  school  auditorium 
for  the  county  institute. 

I  have  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  most  of  the  directors  of  the  county 
and  my  relations  with  them  were  very  pleasant. 

The  principal  of  our  normal  school  and  the  entire  normal  faculty 
are  always  loyal  to  the  school  interests  of  the  count}'.  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  my  successor,  Prof.  Thomas  M.  Morrison,  on  account  of 
his  services  as  secretary  of  the  institute.  He  has  always  stood 
ready  to  help  me.  I  appreciate  in  the  extreme  the  careful,  conser- 
vative aid  and  advice  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
also  help  nt  the  county  institute  from  State  Superintendent  and  both 
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deputies.  1  do  not  believe  the  editors  ol  any  sections  of  tlie  (.oimliy 
could  be  more  loyal  and  helpful  to  the  public  schools  than  those  of 
Erie  city  and  county.  No  superintendent  has  ever  been  blest  with  a 
more  noble  and  truer  body  of  pupils,  teachers  and  principals  than  I 
have.  May  their  labors  be  crowned  with  an  abundant  harvest,  and 
mav  they  be  rewarded  in  this  world  an  hundred  fold,  and  in  tlu^  world 
to  come  eternal  life. 


FAYETTE  COUNTV— E.  F.  Porter. 


I  feel  that  I  could  not  speak  of  a  more  marked  improvement  in  our 
school  history  duringthe  past  year  than  that  of  the  permanent  organi- 
zation of  the  School  Directors'  Association.  This  association  has  al- 
ready taken  steps  to  improve  the  working  of  our  public  school  sys 
tem  that  will  be  of  incalculable  good  to  the  schools  of  our  county  in 
the  future. 

The  principal  topic  engaging  the  attention  of  our  school  boards  is 
the  new  compulsory  school  law.  Directors  are  preparing  to  put  this 
law  into  successful  operation. 

The  central  high  school  question  has  agitated  the  minds  of  our 

people  during  the  past  year.     This  movement  has  a  host  of  friends 

in  Fayette  county,  and  many  are  the  regrets  because  of  the  last 

.  legislature   failing  to   make  the   necessary   appropriation   to   carry 

these  schools  into  effect. 

The  course  of  reading  for  teachers,  adopted  two  years  ago,  had  its 
reward.  Teachers  are  doing  more  reading  along  the  line  of  their 
profession  that  ever  before.  Probably,  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  our 
teachers  entered  either  state  or  local  normal  schools  this  spring. 

Visitations. 

I  occupied  my  time  during  the  entire  school  term  in  visiting  and 
yet  I  was  unable  to  visit  all  the  schools.  This  part  of  the  superin- 
tendent's work  has  enlarged  until  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  him  to 
visit  all  the  schools  in  one  year  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction,  either 
to  himself  or  to  the  schools.  I  believe,  where  a  county  has  reached 
400  schools,  that  the  county  superintendent  could  do  more  good  by 
visiting  one-half  one  year  and  one-half  the  second  year,  and,  thereby, 
giving  moie  time  to  each  school. 

4-6-96 
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County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  December 
IG.  Out  of  425  teachers,  400  were  in  attendance.  This  annual  gath- 
ering of  teachers  was,  numerically,  unprecedented  in  the  history  oi 
our  county.  The  day  instruction  was  practicable,  and  the  evening 
entertainments  were  very  interesting  and  instructive. 

Day  instructors,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  J.  B.  DcMotte,  Dr.  C.  L. 
Ehrenfeld,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  Dr.  Silah  S.  Neff,  Prof.  W.  S.  Jack- 
man,  Kev.  Dr.  T.  N.  Boyle,  Prof.  W.  A.  Ogden,  Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  Mrs. 
Nellie-Sweeny  Palmer. 

Evening  entertainers:  Hon.  H.  W.  J.  Ham,  Dr.  J.  B.  DeMotte,  Dr. 
Levin  I.  Handy,  the  Arion  Lady  Quartette. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  twenty-six  districts.     The  interest  in 
this  department  of  school  work  continues  to  increase.     Every  sue 
ceeding  year,  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  become  more  enthn 
siastic  over  these  local  meetings. 

Increase  in  Number  of  Schools. 

Belle  Vernon,  one;  Bridgeport  one;  v.onnellsville  borough,  one; 
Connellsville  township,  one;  Dawson,  one;  Dunbar  township,  three; 
Fayette  City,  one;  George,  one;  Menallen,  one;  New  Haven,  two; 
Perry,  two;  North  Union,  three;  L^niontown,  one;  total,  nineteen. 

The  following  districts  had  a  term  longer  tljau  six  mouths: 

Belle  Vernon,  eight  months;  Bridgeport,  eight  mouths;  Browns- 
ville, nine  months;  Brownsville  township,  seven  mouths;  Connells- 
ville borough,  nine  months;  Connellsville  township,  eight  months; 
Dawson,  eight  months;  Dunbar  borough,  eight  mouths;  Dunbar 
township,  seven  months;  Fairchauce,  seven  months;  Fayette  City, 
eight  months;  Franklin,  seven  months;  Masoutowu,  eight  months; 
New  Haven,  eight  months;  Upper  Tyrone,  seven  months;  North 
Union,  seven  months;  South  Union,  eight  inonths.  Connellsville 
township  and  South  Union  were  the  only  districts  to  lengthen  their 
terms  from  seven  months  to  eight  months.  No  district  shortened  its 
term. 

New  buildings  were, erected  last  year  in  the  following  districts: 
Connellsville,  a  fine  brick  structure  of  eight  rooms.  Daw^son,  an  ad- 
dition of  two  new  rooms.  Dunbar  township,  new  building  of  one 
room,  Georges,  a  brick  house,  at  Smithfield,  of  four  rooms.  Men- 
allen, one  room  at  Smock.  Perry,  house  of  two  rooms,  at  Stickel 
Hollow. 
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Couclusion. 

Entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  second  term,  I  sincerely  solicit  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers,  parents  and  all  friends  of 
popular  education;  and,  above  all,  do  I  invoke  tlic  aid  of  the  In- 
finite Mind  in  all  m^'  labors. 

To  th<'  Depart lucul  I  would  say  that  my  relations  therewith  have 
been  of  the  same  pleasant  nature  that  characterized  them  in  the 
years  past. 


FOREST  COUNTY— Agnes  Kerr 


There  were  six  school  houses  erected  in  the  county  during  the 
year.  Three  of  them  are  good,  frame  buildings,  well  finished  and  fur- 
ni.^hed.  The  other  three  are  temporary  structuies  built  at  lumber- 
ing establishments. 

Several  school  houses  were  repaired,  one  enlarged  and  a  room 
added  to  the  >\'esr  Ilickory  school  house.  The  new  iocmu  at  West 
Hickory  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  rooms  in  the  county. 

There  is  a  high  schoitJ  building  in  course  of  erection  in  Marien- 
ville. 

1  x'isiled  every  school  in  the  county  once,  and  twenty  two  more 
than  once.  The  average  length  of  visits,  about  two  and  one-quarter 
hours. 

There  were  sesenty  of  the  eighty-six  teachers  o])ene<l  school  in  the 
niorning  with  reading  the  Scriptures.  Several  of  the  teachers  ac- 
companied the  reading  of  the  Bible  willi  singing,  and  a  few  with 
prayer.  I  found  most  of  the  teachers  doing  good  work,  and  seem- 
ingly interested  in  the  cause  of  education. 

There  are  twenty-two  graded  schools  in  the  county,  six  at  Marieu- 
ville,  four  at  Tionesta  and  two  at  each  of  the  following  named  places: 
Brookst(m,  Frosts,  Kellettville,  East  Hickory,  West  Hickory  and  Ne- 
braska. 

Though  I  have  held  the  office  of  superintendent  but  little  over  a 
year,  and  came  into  it  under  very  adverse  circumstances,  I  have 
learned  that  it  is  a  very  responsible  position.  I  think  very  few  real- 
ize the  amount  of  good  or  evil  that  may  be  accomplished  by  the 
person  holding  this  office.  The  man  holding  the  office  of  superin- 
tendent of  schools  can  make  his  influence  felt,  not  onlv  in  the  intel- 


52  PuBuo  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

lectual,  but  also  in  the  moral,  and  even  Ihe  political  interests  of  the 
county.  Surely  none  but  a  good,  honest,  intelligent  man,  and  one 
who  is  a  successful  and  experienced  educator  should  be  elected  to  fill 
such  a  responsible  position. 


FKANKLIN  COUNTY— VV.  F.  Zumbro. 


in  our  last  report  we  used  these  words:  "With  the  aid  of  directors 
and  teachers,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  report  a  general  revival  in  the 
work  of  our  ungraded  schools  next  ^ear."  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
say  that  this  aid  has  been  received,  the  revival  has  come,  and  tin." 
graded  system  which  has  been  the  chief  agent,  comes  in  for  con- 
siderable notice  in  this,  our  third  annual,  report. 

From  my  own  personal  observation,  as  well  as  from  reports  re- 
ceived from  many  sources,  1  can  say  that  the  course  of  study,  re- 
cently adopted,  is  an  unqualified  success.  Better  classification,  more 
of  the  pupils  studying  the  branches,  increased  interest  on  the  part  of 
pupils  and  parents,  and  more  sj'stematic  work  on  the  part  of  teachers 
are  the  natural  results  that  are  to  be  seen  on  every  side. 

We  pursued  the  following  plan  in  bringing  about  this  much  needed 
reform.  The  course,  having  been  adopted  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose,  a  synopsis  was  presented  to  every  director 
immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  boards  in  June.  At  the 
regular  county  examinations,  it  was  explained  in  detail,  and  the 
boards  were  asked  to  take  action  upon  it,  either  by  adopting  it  or  by 
rejecting  it.  The  result  was  that  it  was  adopted  in  every  district  in 
the  county  except  two.  The  manuals  and  necessary  blanks  were 
then  ordered  and  placed  into  the  hands  of  the  teachers,  and  at  the 
opening  of  the  schools,  it  was  followed  as  closely  as  it  was  possible 
under  existing  circumstances.  The  cost  of  the  whole  afi'air  was 
about  sixty-five  dollars. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  that  the  course  which  we  have 
adopted  was  prepared  by  County  Superintendent  J.  M.  Berkey,  of 
Somerset  county,  now  city  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Johns- 
town, and  a  more  practical  hand-book  for  teachers  than  the  Teachers' 
Manual  would  be  hard  to  find.  While  we  had  no  doubt  of  the 
feasibility,  practicability  and  eflRciency  of  such  a  movement  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  good  re- 
sults   we    have    seen    from    it,    during    this,    the    first    year,    are 
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far  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  Another  very  pleas- 
inj,'  feature  that  we  note  is  the  very  little  opposition  encountered  iu 
its  introduction.  Teachers,  pupils  and  parents  seemed  read\  and 
anxious  to  lend  encouragement  to  the  enterprise,  and  with  few  ex- 
ceptions gave  it  their  most  hearty  support.  The  teachers  of  the 
county  deserve  great  credit  for  the  sliillful  manner  iu  which  their 
part  of  the  work  was  done,  and  the  success  of  the  plan  is  largely  due 
to  their  efforts  in  putting  it  in  operation. 

Eighty-two  applicants  were  recommended  as  having  completed  the 
course.  The  examinations,  which  were  uniform  throughout  the 
county,  were  held  March  21,  and  were  conducted  by  committees  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  superintendent.  The  work  done  by  the  appli- 
cants was  all  forwarded  to  the  county  superintendent  for  final  ex- 
amination, and  was  very  commendable,  reflecting  credit  alike  upon 
the  teachers  and  the  pupils.     Seventy-six  diplomas  were  awarded. 

Six  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  each  of 
the  following  districts:  Fannett,  Green,  Metal,  Montgomery,  Peters 
and  St.  Thomas,  and  an  addition  was  built  to  the  Mt.  A'crnon  house 
in  "Washington.  The  school  at  this  place  has  now  been  graded,  thus 
filling  a  long-felt  want  in  that  community.  The  house  built  in  Fan- 
nett takes  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  at  Concord.  The 
location  has  been  changed  to  u  much  more  desirable  site,  and  the 
house  is  on  the  regular  cottage  style,  and  contains  two  rooms.  That 
at  Lemaster.  in  Peters  district,  is  a  model  two-story  brick  building, 
well  suited  to  the  needs  of  this  thriving  village.  TJie  house  erected 
in  St.  Thomas  district  is  used  for  an  advanced  graded  school,  and  re 
lieves  the  three  schools  near  Edenville  by  taking  therefrom  the- 
advanced  classes.  It  is  a  much  needed  improvement  in  the  direction 
of  higher  education.  The  four  schools  at  Edenville  are  now  virtually 
graded.  The  houses  erected  in  Metal.  Green  and  Montgomery  are  all 
worthy  of  special  mention  for  their  neat,  home-like  appearance,  and 
for  their  comfortable  surroundings  and  substantial  workmanship. 
These  houses  all  reflect  much  credit  upon  the  respectiAe  boards,  and 
a  healthy  educational  public  spirit  among  the  people  of  these  com- 
munities. 

New  furniture  was  supplied  in  several  houses  and  now  there  are 
but  twelve  in  the  county  not  improved  by  patent  furniture.  We 
notice,  however,  that  at  many  places  the  black-boards  are  not  of 
sufficient  surface  and  of  such  quality  as  to  insure  the  best  results 
from  their  use.  We  notice,  too,  that  in  some  instances  window 
blinds  are  needed,  and  these  should  be  supplied  by  the  boards. 

Our  schools,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  thoroughly  equipped 
with  free  text-books  and  supplies.  The  People's  Cvclopedin  was 
placed  into  eighteen  schools  of  Washington  district. 

We  have  no  conntv  readlnjr  circle,  or  even  district  readiuir  circles. 
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but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  our  teachers  generally  are 
engaged  in  reading  such  literature  as  will  be  helpful  to  ilieni  in 
their  work.  White's  School  iSIanagement  was  recommended,  anil 
has  been  used  by  many.  Nearly  one-third  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county  purchased  "The  Working  Teacher's  Library,"  consisting  jf 
Krohn"s  l*sychology,  Image's  Theorj'  and  Practice  of  Teaching,  Les- 
sons in  Science,  The  Teacher  in  Literature  ^ind  Manual  of  Useful 
Information. 

We  visited  all  the  schools  except  four;  these  were  closed  when  we 
were  in  the  neighborhood.  Sickness  in  some  localities  interfered 
somewhat  ^ith  the  general  w'ork  of  the  schools,  but  on  the  whole 
the  work  of  the  year  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

Tlie  county  institute,  held  November  11-15,  was  marked  by  mor-.' 
than  the  usual  degree  of  interest.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was 
in  attendance,  a  record  never  before  attained,  and  one  than  can  never 
be  excelled  in  this  particular.  Every  session  was  well  attended  by 
the  general  public  and  as  some  one  remarked  "ther-e  was  not  a  dull 
moment  in  it." 

A  new  feature  introduced  this  year  was  the  employing  of  a  stenog- 
rapher, and  the  proceedings  were  published  in  full.  Miss  Elsie  V. 
Stouffer,  one  of  our  former  teachers,  served  in  the  capacity  of  sten- 
ographer, and  her  w^ork  was  well  done.  This  new  departure  is 
much  appreciated  by  the  teachers. 

The  local  institute  work  was  carried  out  on  the  same  plan  as  last 
year.  The  county  is  now  divided  into  twelve  local  institute  districts. 
and  highly  interesting  and  profitable  meetings  were  held  in  nearly  all 
of  them.  The  work  done  at  these  meetings  was  practical  in  its 
character  and  was  performed  mainly  by  the  teachers  themselves. 
Dr.  Jos.  F.  Barton,  of  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  of- 
ficiated at  many  of  them  during  the  evening  sessions.  The  work  of 
the  present  term  is  ended.  This  report  closes  the  last  of  its  official 
duties.  With  a  larger  experience  and  a  more  extended  knowledge 
of  school  conditions  in  our  county,  I  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my 
second  term  much  encouraged,  more  fully  prepared  and  tirmly  re- 
solved to  do  all  that  lies  in  my  power  to  elevate  and  advance  more 
rapidly  those  interests  w'hich  lie  at  the  base  of  all  our  free  civil  in 
stitutions.  The  duties  of  the  past  term  have  been  very  pleasant  to 
me,  and  I  hope  profitable  to  the  schools.  With  thanks  Xv  all  who 
have  so  kindly  aided  me  by  words  of  encouragement  and  advice,  I 
look  hopefully  forward  to  the  w-ork  of  the  last  full  term  of  this 
glorious  nineteenth  century,  which  has  witnessed  such  wonderful  re 
suits  along  every  line  of  human  advancement. 
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FLTLTON  COUXTY— Clem  Clu'siuil 


If  tlic  Ilu^^si(•ll  (»f  scliouls  and  school  work  is  lo  tiillivale  the  think- 
ing ]>owei-  alone,  the  last  year  has  tally  accomiilished  its  mission.  I 
believe  all  will  bear  me  out  in  sayin.u;  that  never  before  since  the  or- 
ganization of  oui-  little  county  has  there  been  such  thinking  on  and 
discussion  of  school  affairs  as  tiie  last  year  witnessed. 

The  people  at  large,  were  furnished  with  food  for  though!.  It 
was  not  palatable  to  many  for  a  time.  Examinations  furnishel 
teachers  with  tlie  same,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  most  of  our  teachers 
gave  the  same  diet  (mentaliy'i  to  their  pupils. 

Directors  were  furnished  food  for  thought  and  an  incentive  to  busi- 
ness management.  The  storm  of  criticism,  just  and  unjust,  and  mis- 
representation, gave  me  plenty  of  food  for  thought. 

Xo  niatler  what  its  personal  effect  may  be  or  may  have  been,  it 
has  done  a  world  of  good. 

During  my  first  winter  only  eleven  directors  visited  schools  with 
me,lastyeaitwenty-twoand  thisterm  thirty-nine.  My  notebook,  on  my 
second  visit  shows  the  following  number  of  visits  by  directors:  Ayr, 
15;  Belfast,  KJ;  liethel,  2G;  Brush  Creek,  8;  Dublin.  18;  Licking 
Creek,  9;  MeConnellsburg,  G;  Taylor,  7;  Thompson,  11;  Tod,  6;  Onion. 
16,  and  Wells,  ^.  Teachers'  term  report  blanks,  as  far  as  filled, 
show  in  Ayr,  15;  lielfast,  28;  I5ethel.  41:  Brush  «  reek.  11;  Dublin, 
18;  McConnellsburg.  4;  Licking  Creek.  20;  Taylor,  i:'.;  Thompson.  17; 
Tod.  14;  Union,  22.  and  Wells,  14. 

I  placed  a  copy  of  the  term  report  blank,  published  by  Supt. 
Berkey,  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher,  with  a  request  that  they  fill  out, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  in  accordance  with  the  course  of  study,  which 
has  been  in  our  schools  two  terms.  It  will  be  of  great  use  to  directors 
in  regard  to  use  and  need  of  books  and  supplies,  and  to  the  succeed- 
ing teacher  (if  carefully  filled)  in  classifying  and  carrying  forward 
the  school.  In  the  main,  the  work  was  well  done.  Seventy-two  out 
of  seventy-eight  did  the  work  the  best,  we  trust,  they  could. 

Emery  Thomas,  of  Ayr;  Beckie  Mellott,  of  Licking  Creek;  B.  W. 
Peck,  of  McConnellsburg.  I).  H.  Myers  and  H.  O.  Wible,  of  Thompson, 
and  James  Lee,  of  Union,  failed  t(-  fill  out.  or  at  least  to  return  the 
blanks. 

A  more  rigid  adherence  to  the  course  of  study  and  closer  reporting 
on  the  part  of  many  will  be  demanded  next  term. 

There  were  ninety-nine  applications  for  provisional  certificates,  of 
whom  nineteen  failed  to  pass,  leaving  eighty  that  passed.  Several 
passed  then  who  cannot  next  time  unless  much  better  qualified. 
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Two  professionals  were  issued.  Every  professional  granted  in 
last  three  years  is  doing  good  work.  Three  applied  for  permanents 
this  year.  All  holders  will  be  required,  I  believe,  to  take  the  per- 
manent examination,  by  or  before  their  professionals  expire,  or  re- 
ceive only  provisionals  thereafter.     We  want  professional  teachers. 

All  applicants  for  professionals  mu.st  be  good  teachers  or  be  re-* 
fused.  The  same  will  be  demanded  of  applicants  for  permanents 
and  for  master  diplomas.     Scholarship,  alone,  will  not  do. 

Boards  seem  sometimes  to  grant  endorsements  for  permanents  or 
diplomas  in  spite  of  what  they  know  or  what  they  would  know  if  the 
members  visited  schools  as  they  should.  All  work  must  be  alive  to 
receive  my  endorsements  for  a  higher  grade  certificate. 

County  institute  was  a  working  success.  It  will  be  held  Decem- 
ber 14,  this  coming  term. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  all,  or  nearly  all,  districts,  and  much 
good  was  done.  Total  attendance  at  these  meetings,  reported  by 
teachers,  was:  Ayr,  21;  Belfast,  47;  Bethel,  22;  Brush  CreeK,  20; 
Dublin,  10;  Licking  Creek,  39;  McConnellsburg,  2;  Taylor,  32;  Thomp- 
son, 15;  Tod,  S;  Union,  10,  and  Wells,  14.  By  reports  3  in  Ayr,  1  in 
Bethel,  2  in  Dublin,  1  in  McConnellsburg  and  I  in  Tod  did  not  attend 
any  meetings. 

Brush  Creek  built  a  tine  two-room  house  at  Akersville.  It  was 
badly  needed,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  district.  Union  built  another 
fine  house.  She  is  far  ahead  of  the  other  townships  in  this  respect. 
Belfast  built  a  good  house  instead  of  one  burned.  Wells  needs  one 
or  two  new  houses  badly,  and  one  school  graded.  They  talk  of  cen- 
tralizing Wells  schools  and  transporting  pupils.  Truly  a  grand 
thing  for  schools,  teachers  and  townships  in  the  end. 

Tod,  with  oviT  |r)(M).()0  in  her  treasury  and  a  merely  nominal  tax 
rate,  does  not  give  hei*  people  the  school  facilities  that  the  law 
plainly  demands,  and  justice  requires.  Why  is  this?  There  has 
been  but  little  change  in  salaries. 

In  Bethel,  an  advance  of  two  dollars  per  month.  Tod,  $5.00  per 
month  in  two  schools,  [n  some  districts  a  cut  of  from  two  dollars 
to  three  dollars  per  month.  This  is  A'ery  poor  policy  wlicu  the  St;itc 
appropriation  is  so  liberal.  The  standard  will  be  advanced  in  the  fn 
tine  as  in  the  past.  Some  districts  may  have  to  bid  higher  for 
teachers  this  year. 

r  heartily  thank  all  who  have  aided  the  work  of  the  schools,  and 
pity  those  wlio  have  tried  to  hinder  it. 
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GREENE  COUNTY— E.  D.  Stewart. 


Perhaps  we  should  not  say  that  our  schools  are  far  ahead  of  those 
of  previous  years,  yet  wo  feel  sure  that  there  are  signs  plainly  vis- 
ible of  steady,  if  not  rapid  progres:s.  All  work  with  which  the  mold- 
ing of  public  sentiment  is  concerned  is  apt  to  be  slow,  and  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  molding  of  public  sentiment  is  one  of  the  great 
duties  of  llie  educator  wlio  has  the  eye  of  prophecy  to  look  forward 
to  what  is  better  in  educational  alfairs. 

We  believe  the  following  to  be  the  lines  along  which  public 
opinion  needs  further  development  in  this  county. 

1.  In  favor  of  special  preparation  of  teachers  for  their  work. 

2.  In  favor  of  better  salaries  for  our  best  teachers  in  the  country 
schools. 

.3.  Against  changing  teachers  in  order  to  "pass  the  favors  around." 

4.  Agaiust  changing  county  superintendents  every  three  years. 
No  superintendent  has  been  re-elected  in  Greene  county  for  twenty- 
four  (24)  years.  Our  schools  can  never  be  what  they  should  be  while 
this  system  prevails. 

5.  Against  directors  purchasing  tellurians,  costly  geographical  or 
physiological  charts,  etc.,  while  the  district  has  no  reading  charts, 
insufficient  or  inferior  supplies  and  low  salaries  for  teachers. 

G.  Against  the  old  custom  of  "barring  out"  a  teacher  to  compel  him 
to  "treat."  While  we  are  glad  this  "barring  out"  seldom  happens, 
still  we  are  sorry  that  ever  a  school  loses  time  or  suffers  demoraliza- 
tion from  such  a  custom.  Pennsylvania  needs  legislation  on  this 
point. 

7.  Against  night  exhibitions  at  close  of  school  term. 

8.  In  favor  of  more  dictionaries  in  our  schools  and  more  frequent 
use  of  them  by  pupils. 

9.  In  favor  of  directors  subscribing  for  the  Pennsylvania  School 
Journal  at  public  expense. 

10.  In  favor  of  a  'higher  moral  sentiment  in  our  schools.  We  do 
not  believe  that  our  schools  are  behind  others  in  this  respect,  but 
there  is  stili  room  for  work  along  this  line. 

The  county  institute  convened  at  Waynesburg,  October  14.  The 
regular  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Mowry, 
Prof.  C.  M.  Thomas,  Dr.  Harriet  B.  Jones  and  Supt.  Samuel  Ham- 
ilton. 

The  evening  lectures  were  as  follows:  Monday  evening.  Col.  G.  W. 
Bain;  Tuesday  evening.  Dr.  Robert  Nourse;  Wednesd.ay  evening, 
Hon.  H.  W.  J.  Ham;  Thursday  evening,  Russell  H.  Con  well;  Friday 
evening,  Lolnnd  Powers. 


58  PoBLic  Instruction.  [OFF.i^Doo. 

We  never  had  a  better  corps  of  instructors  and  lecturers  or  a  more 
successful  institute. 

In  conclusion,  I  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Department  for 
their  helpful  advice  always  so  promptly  given,  and  to  all  the  direct- 
ors, teachers  and  people  of  our  county  whose  co-operation  or  hospi- 
tality I  have  enjoyed,  hoj)ing  that  the  same  kindnesses  may  be  ex- 
tended to  my  successor,  Prof.  J.  L.  Hoptou,  whom  I  can  most  heartily 
commend  to  the  confidence  of  the  people. 


HUNTINGDON  COrNTY— S.  G.  Rudv. 


In  submitting-  my  sixth  annual  report,  I  feel  that  there  is  but  little 
new  to  offer.  There  is  no  questioning  the  fact  that  during  the  past 
six  years  we  have  had  a  steady  educational  growth  in  our  county. 
Gradually  the  sentiment  is  spreading  that  the  interests  of  our  chil 
dren  should  occupy  the  first  place  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  maintaining  our  public  school  system.  Every 
other  interest  must  be  subordinate  in  importance  to  that  of  the 
child,  if  we  hope  to  attain  the  highest  and  noblest  ends  in  education. 
From  the  building  of  the  school  house  to  the  selecting  of  the  teacher, 
let  the  central  thought  be  the  child.  A  due  regard  for  his  interests 
will  provide  for  him  larger  opportunities,  broaden  his  environments 
and  inci'ease  his  working  capacity.  We  need  to  ask  ourselves  th(> 
question,  what  returns  may  we  expect  from  a  dollar  properly  _hi- 
vested  in  the  public  schools?  In  after  years  wall  it  not  come  back 
to  us  in  the  cultivated  minds  of  our  children,  and  thus  repay  the  com- 
munity many  fold  for  its  monej'  investment? 

The  county  institute  was  voted  a  success  on  every  hand.  The  ac- 
tendance  was  large,  the  meetings  enthusiastic  and  all  who  were  pres- 
ent w(?re  benefited  by  its  helpfulness.  That  the  county  institute  is 
a  good  public  educator  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  each  succeeding 
year  calls  forth  a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  an  in- 
creased enthusiasm  on  the  jjart  of  the  profession.  At  the  close  of 
the  last  session  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  endorsing  the 
Berkey  graded  course  of  study  for  ungraded  schools,  and  recom- 
mending its  adoption  by  the  various  school  boards  of  our  county. 
This  is  a  good  stride  in  the  line  of  progress,  and  we  earnestly  hope 
that  the  subject  will  receive  the  careful  consideration  it  merits  at  tiie 
hands  of  our  directors.     This  course  has  been  adopted  and  proved 
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a  success  in  at  least  eleveu  coiiiilics  in  ilic  State,  so  tliat  we  are  run- 
ning- no  lisk  in  taking  liold  of  il,  bul  on  the  othei-  hand,  we  are  as- 
sured that  we  are  phuing  in  our  schools  a  powerful  agent  for  the 
uplifting  and  advancing  of  our  boys  and  girls. 

Henderson  township  school  board  was  the  first  district  to  take  ac- 
tion on  this  matter,  the  board  having  met  and  adopted  the  course 
soon  after  the  adjournnnMit  of  the  county  institute. 

More  local  institutes  and  educational  nuH'tings  were  held  this  year 
than  ever  before.  In  all,  thirty  local  institutes  and  eight  educational 
Uieetings  were  held.  These  were  generally  well  attended  and  much 
inrerest  manifested.  We  still  have  a  few  districts  that  are  not  alive 
to  this  important  phase  of  the  work. 

Several  ncAv  houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  a  number  of 
others  substantially  repaired  and  painted.  A  goodly  number  were 
supplied  with  modern  furniture  and  sla'te  black-boards. 

Spruce  Creek  township,  formed  from  parts  of  Morris  and  Franklin 
townships,  is  a  full  fledged  district  since  June  1.  The  board  contem 
plates  the  erection  of  a  four-room  building  during  the  summer.  This 
will  give  the  district,  practically,  graded  schools,  and  thus  start  it 
out  under  very  favorable  circumstance-;. 

In  closing  we  desire  to  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  State 
Department  for  the  prompt  and  courteous  manner  in  which  they 
have  counseled  us,  to  directors  and  teachers  for  their  earnest  co- 
operation, and  to  the  many  kind  friends  throughout  the  county  who 
are  always  faithful  in  helping  along  the  good  cause. 


INDIA XA  rOUNTY— A.  M.  Hammers. 


The  school  year  just  ending  has  been  marked  by  excellent  work  on 
the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils,  and  by  a  healthy  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs  on  the  part  of  the  general  public.  I  feel  justified  in 
saying  that  our  schools  were  never  in  better  condition  than  they  are 
at  present. 

Three  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  two  addi- 
tional rooms  have  been  added  to  the  Glen  Campbell  building.  Eiglit 
houses  have  been  wholly  or  in  part  supplied  with  new  furniture. 

There  are  now  293  schools  in  the  county,  and  a  total  enrollment  of 
11,1(>7  pupils.  Of  this  number,  nearly  600  have  attended  every  day 
of  the  school  term  just  closed.     Classes  were  graduated  with  appro- 
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pi'iate  exercises  from  the  Saltsburg,  Blairsville,  Homer  City  and  In- 
diana  high  schools.  One  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  of  the  ungraded 
schools  completed  the  course  of  study  as  prescribed  for  the  county, 
and  after  a  thorough  examination  were  granted  diplomas.  Fifty 
others  were  examined,  but  failed  to  reach  the  required  standard. 

Twenty-five  teachers'  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  at 
which  there  were  528  applicants  for  certificates.  Of  this  number 
nearly  two-fifths  were  rejected.  Of  the  teacheis  employed  during 
the  term,  180  held  provisional  certificates,  52  held  professional  cer- 
tificates, 27  held  permanent  teitificates  and  28  held  normal  school 
diplomas. 

With  the  lielp  of  an  assistant  foi-  a  few  days,  1  visited  all  the 
schools  of  tlie  county  once  and  a  few  of  them  the  second  time.  My 
whole  number  of  official  visits  for  the  year  is  319.  In  addition  to 
this  1  attended  twenty  local  institutes  and  delivered  nine  illustrated 
lectures  for  the  benefit  of  our  public  school  libraries.  The  term  re- 
ports from  the  teachers  of  the  different  districts  show  that  236 
schools  were  visited  by  directors,  the  total  number  of  visits  aggre- 
gating about  500.  \'isits  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools  reach  the 
grand  total  of  5,196. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  during  Christmas  week,  and  as 
usual  was  largely  attended.  Of  the  293  teachers  employed  in  the 
county,  290  were  in  iattendance.  Our  instructors  included  Dr. 
Schaeffer,  Dr.  Winship,  Dr.  Waller,  Supt.  Coughlin,  Supt.  Hanson, 
Prof.  Little  and  Deputy  Supt.  Houck.  The  evening  attractions  were 
Col.  Copeland,  the  Boston  Banjo  Mandolin  and  Guitar  Club,  Rev. 
Russell  H.  Conwell  and  the  Royal  Bell  Ringers.  On  Tuesday  fore- 
noon of  institute,  the  pupils  of  the  First  and  Second  ward  Indiana 
schools  gave  a  Washington's  birthday  exercise.  This  was  followed 
on  Thursday  forenoon  by  an  arbor  day  exercise  by  the  pupils  of  tlie 
Third  and  Fourth  ward  Indiana  schools.  The  object  of  these  exer- 
cises was  to  encourage  the  proper  observance  of  these  days  in  our 
schools  and  to  suggest  appropriate  exercises  for  such  occasions. 
The  Directors'  Association  met  jointly  with  the  institute  on  Thurs- 
day. Addresses  were  made  by  Supt.  Coughlin.  Dr.  Winship  and  Hon. 
Henry  Houck. 

With  this  report  I  complete  my  sixth  year  as  superintendent. 
]Mucli  has  been  done,  and  there  yet  remains  much  to  do.  I  enter 
upon  my  third  term,  hoping  that  it  will  be  marked  by  a  continued 
advancement  in  the  educational  interests  of  the  county,  and  asking 
the  support  and  co-operation  of  all  concerned.  I  acknowledge  with 
gratitude  the  assistance  of  press  and  people,  the  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy of  directors,  teacherg  and  pupils  and  the  advice  by  members  of 
the  Department. 
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.JEFFKK«ON   COUNTY— J.   H.   llu-lies. 


The  work  of  auotlier  year  is  iieariug  comi>letiuii,  aud  the  results 
will  lollow  iu  their  own  time.  The  period  under  consideration  hilars 
many  marks  ol'  genuine  progress;  although  there  has  been  nothing 
unusually  remarkable,  nothing  like  intermittent  enthusiasm.  The 
schools  are  in  a  healthy  condition  and  the  future  is  full  of  hope. 
Our  people  expect  great  things  from  the  schools  and  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  anything  but  good  work.  Our  teachers  are  wide-awake, 
energetic  and  intelligent,  fully  appreciating  the  importance  of  the 
places  they  till.  They  know  that  their  success  depends  on  how  well 
they  meet  and  discharge  their  responsible  duties  and  satisfy  the 
demands  of  an  intelligent  public  sentiment.  The  number  of  schools 
is  rapidly  increasing  and  will  soon  reach  the  three  hundred  mark, 
under  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  if  properly  enforced.  A  num 
ber  of  good  houlses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  more  art- 
needed.  One  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  county  is  now  in  process 
of  erection  at  Reynoldsvillc.  When  completed,  this  will  be  a  large, 
imposing  structure,  aud  will  reflect  the  energy,  taste  and  intelli 
g<'nco  of  the  people  of  that  pla(  e. 

\Vith  very  few  exceptions  the  dinntors  throughout  the  county  are 
lo  be  commended  for  good  judgment  and  wise  economy  in  the  erec- 
tion (}f  school  houses. 

^Vhilst  they  practice  economy  iu  expenditure  of  money,  they  also 
exercise  care  in  the  sanitary  arrangement  of  buildings  and  furnish 
them  with  the  best  and  most  modern  furniture. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  retaining  many  of  our  best  teachers 
in  the  same  schools  from  vear  to  vear.  Boards  of  directors  are  will- 
ing  lo  recognize  the  s<M*vices  of  successful  and  earnest  teachers  by 
increasing  their  salaries,  thus  making  it  an  object  for  them  to  remain 
in  the  same  place.  The  policy  of  licensing  only  a  sufficient  number  of 
teachers  to  supply  the  demand  has  been  attended  with  good  results. 
This  sharp  dii=;criminatiou  renders  due  protection  to  the  faithful  and 
worthy  teacher,  and.  at  the  same  time,  affords  just  and  reasonable 
means  of  eliminating  incompetent  ones  from  the  profession.  T 
gratefully  acknowledge  many  acts  of  kindness  and  counsel  by  the 
School  Department,  and  oft  repeated  courtesies  by  many  friends 
Ihroughout  the  county,  for  all  which  T  am  profoundly  thankful. 
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JUNIATA  COUNTY— D.  M.  Marshall. 


Ill  submittiiig  this,  my  third  aiiuual  report  of  Juiiiata  county,  I  am 
able  to  rc'port  coiitiiiued  improvement  in  the  schools  of  our  county 
during  another  year.  Our  progress  has  been  slow  yet  steady  and  of 
such  a  character  that  will  enable  us  to  make  still  greater  progress 
in  the  future.  We  have  had,  during  the  past  year,  a  larger  number 
of  professionally  trained  teachers  than  in  any  previous  year  since  I 
have  been  officially  connected  with  the  schools.  Nearly  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  our  teachers  have  attended  the  State  normal  schools, 
seven  of  whom  are  graduates.  Of  the  twenty  teachers  who  have 
attended  a  State  normal  school  but  did  not  graduate  a  large  majority 
have  expressed  their  intention  of  returning  with  a  view  of  graduat- 
ing. The  advantages  of  a  normal  training  are  clearly  shown  in  the 
schools,  though  the  teacher  has  attended  but  a  single  term.  All  else 
being  equal,  the  normal  graduates  are  prepared  to  do  superior  work 
as  teachers  in  the  public  schools.  It  is  the  duty  of  directors  to  offer 
all  possible  inducements  to  retain  teachers  who  have  made  a  special 
preparation  for  the  profession,  as  well  as  those  teachers  who,  b}!'  ex- 
perience, are  now  prepared  to  be  our  successful  teachers.  There  is 
an  annual  drain  upon  our  best  teachers  by  other  counties  which  is 
a  barrier  to  progress  and  success.  Certainly,  Juniata  needs  as  much 
as  any  other  county,  the  services  of  our  best  teachers.  Wherever  a 
school  fails  to  inspire  the  pupils  to  nobler  purposes,  or  infuse  into 
them  new  life,  it  does  so  because  of  its  teachers;  wherever  a  school 
advances  in  influence  and  in  efficiency,  it  is  by  means  of  better  quali- 
fied teachers. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  the  erection  of  a  new  school  house 
in  Tuscarora  township.  It  is  a  fine  brick  structure,  28x34  feet,  pleas- 
antly located  and  well  arranged.  The  greatest  care  was  taken,  on 
the  part  of  directors  and  contractor,  to  make  this  a  model  school 
building.  It  is  the  best  one-story  school  house  in  the  county.  The 
building  is  surrounded  by  a  level  yard  large  enough  to  afford  ample 
play  ground  for  the  pupils.  The  pleasant  room  and  surroundings 
proved  an  incentive  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  for  good  work. 

For  one  to  visit  the  schools  of  our  county  and  note  the  ii-regular 
haphazard  system  which  prevails  in  too  many  of  our  rural  ungraded 
schools,  is  to  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  more  systematic  plan 
of  work  for  the  district  schools.  The  advantage  of  a  graded  course 
of  study  has  been  discussed  at  our  educational  meeting  for  years,  and 
our  people  seemed  ready  for  the  change.  A  resolution  was  offered 
and  unanimously  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  county  institute 
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I'fHomiiu  luliii^-  ;i  .yiaUed  coui-sc'  of  study  I'ur  llie  di.strict  aud  village 
schools.  'J'lic  ionise  of  study  lecommeuded  was  placed  iu  tho 
schools  duiiuj;  the  last  term,  so  that  teachers  juight  oecome  ac- 
(luaiuled  with  it.  and  tlius  bring  their  school  work  iuto  harmony 
with  its  worUiugs.  NN'hile  the  work  of  grading  all  the  schools  has 
ouly  yet  beguu,  it  is  clearly  evident  to  every  thoughtful  and  progres- 
siA'e  teacher  that  a  practical  course  of  study,  put  into  snccessful 
oi)eration,  will  be  the  means  of  raising  the  district  schools  to  a 
higher  plane  of  systematic  work  and  general  efficiency.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  graded  course  of  study,  a  teacher's  term  report  was  pre- 
sented to  each  teacher  to  be  tilled  out  at  the  close  of  the  term  and 
forwarded  to  the  superintendent.  These  reports  have  been  received 
and  carefully  examined  and  will  be  returned  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
school  boards  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  newly  elected  teachers. 
These  rejjoris  will  be  a  valnable  aid  1o  directors  and  teachers  in  the 
future  numagement  of  their  schools. 

A  committee  of  teachers,  with  Dr.  T,  B.  Noss  and  Supt.  J.  M. 
Berkey,  as  advisory  members,  were  appointed  at  the  county  institute 
to  recommend  a  sj-stematic  reading  course  for  the  ^ear.  White's 
School  Management  and  Educational  Foundations  were  recom- 
mended and  adopted.  Hence,  more  professional  reading  has  been 
done  by  our  teachers  than  heretofore. 

The  county  institute  was  held  duiing  the  week  of  November  IS  to 
22,  one  week  earlier  than  usual.  Our  day  instructors  were  Drs. 
M.  G.  I^.rumbaugh,  G.  M.  Pliilips.  Then.  P..  Xoss,  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  E. 
Oram  Lyte  and  Supt.  .1.  M.  Uei-key.  Xo  stronger  corps  of  instructors 
ever  appeared  before  a  Juniata  county  institute,  Eveuing  lectures 
were  given  by  Dr.  J.  'T.  Eothrock.  Prof.  IT.  H.  Emmett.  Dr.  G.  M. 
Philips  and  Hon.  ^\.  ^y.  Howard  and  a  musical  concert  l>y  the  Tyro 
lean  Troubadours. 

Eight  very  successful  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  Increased  interest  is  being  manifested  in  these 
meetings  by  patrons,  directors  and  teachers. 

I  return  sincere  thanks  to  directors,  teachers,  editors,  the  State 
Department  and  patrons  and  pupils  of  our  schools  for  the  encour- 
agement and  assistance  given  and  for  the  respect  shown,  and  trust 
that  the  coming  year  will  be  the  most  prosperous  one  in  the  history 
of  our  countv. 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


Improvement  continues.  The  total  enrollment  has  increased  this 
year  from  11,173  to  11,991,  a  gain  of  818  pupils.  Fifteen  new  teachers 
were  employed.  There  was  also  a  slight  increase  in  the  length  of 
term  and  average  salary  paid.  Salaries  were  increased  in  eleven 
districts:  Archbald,  South  Abington,  Benton,  Elmhurst,  Fell,  Lacka- 
wanna, Old  Forge,  Kansom,  Roaring  Brook,  La  Plume  and  Taylor. 
The  average  length  of  term  is  now  8.07  months,  and  the  average  sal- 
ary $40.^3.     Buildings  and  furniture  are  improving. 

New  Buildings. 

South  Abington  has  erected  a  handsome  building  containing  six 
rooms  and  an  auditorium  (cost,  about  |12,000)  in  place  of  one  de- 
stroyed by  lightning  last  year. 

Old  Forge  has  built  another  model  two-room  building,  the  third 
of  the  kind,  heated  by  the  Smead  system  (cost,  about  $4,000). 

Taylor  has  erected  a  building  of  two  rooms,  heated  by  a  furnace. 
Building  and  grounds  cost  about  |3,820. 

Fell  has  built  a  neat  house  of  two  rooms  (cost,  about  |2,600). 

Olyphant  erected  a  large  one-room  building  (cost,  about  $1,200). 

Covington  built  a  very  good  one-room  house  on  a  large  lot,  one  of 
the  best  country  school  houses  in  the  county  (cost,  about  11.000). 

Blakely  has  rebuilt  one  house,  increasing  its  capacity  from  two  to 
four  rooms. 

Throop  has  added  another  room  to  one  building. 

Benton  ceiled  and  fully  repaired  one  building. 

Newton  built  six  new  water  closets  (cost,  $139). 

Jeiferson,  Ransom  and  La  Plume  each  built  one  new  closet. 

Other  Improvements  and  Apparatus. 

A  partial  list  of  improvements  made  and  apparatus  bought  is 
given  below. 

Jefferson  bought  six  reading  charts,  $135. 

North  Abington  bought  four  charts,  $90;  an  unabridged  diction- 
ary, $7,  and  a  new  teacher's  desk,  $10. 

Taylor  bought  five  sets  of  Andrews'  wall  maps  for  .$200. 

Ransom  bought  five  language  charts,  $112.50;  a  slate  black-board. 
$16.50,  and  five  book  cases,  $40. 

Newton  bought  seven  primary  language  charts.  $157.,^)0.  and  two 
unabridged  dictionaries,  $14. 
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old  F(Hj;c  boiij^hl  two  .sets  l{;iii(l  uiul  .McNally's  maps,  fTS.TJ;  tnic 
;;1(>I»(',  ^~},  and  live  sets  .Monroe's  I'cadinj;  chai'ts,  .fJo.'J.Tij. 

Elniliuist  bou^lit  a  lanf;ua;;('  iliatt,  |l'2.r)();  a  jilobe,  |1U,  and  a  s(;l 
of  wall  maps,  |21. 

Greenticid  bouuht  niue  ]ani;uaj;<'  charis,  |liOl'.5<). 

La  IMume  bou{i;li(  ouo  Sweigeil's  Lunar  Teliuiiaii,  ^^'2. 

Ai'chbald  spent  ^140  on  groiiuds,  |84  on  fences  and  flJ.S  lor  new 
fnrniture. 

Professional  Improvement. 

We  believe  that  our  teacliors  are  advancing  in  professional  know! 
edge  and  sUill.     Nearly  every  teacher  in  the  county  subscribes  \u 
some  good  educational  paper,  man}'  take  two  such  papers  and  some 
are  reading  three  or  four. 

During  the  year  1894-5  most  of  our  teachers  made  a  careful  study 
of  Image's  "Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,*'  and  the  questions  for 
the  examination  in  theory  were  based  upon  this  work.  At  our  last 
annual  institute  the  committee  on  professional  study  adopted  Quick's 
Educational  Reformers  as  a  text-book  in  theory.  In  1893-4  there; 
were  eighty-eight  high  grade  teachers  in  the  county;  in  1894-5  the 
number  had  increased  to  103;  this  year  the  report  shows  113  teachers 
of  this  class.  Of  course,  the  number  of  teachers  holding  low  gradit 
certificates  has  decreased. 

The  County   Institute. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  in  Scrantoji  dnr- 
ing   the   week   of   October  28.     The  instructors   were  Hon.    Henry 
Houck,  Dr.  J.  P.  Gordy,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Philips,  Prof.  Geo.  W.  Twit 
myer,  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  Prof.  J.  A.  Sprenkle  and  Rev.  EI 
kanah  Plulley. 

The  leading  topics  in  this  institute  were  American  history  and 
elementary  science.  Instruction  was  also  given  in  psychology,  rea<^- 
ing,  numbers,  school  management,  moral  education  and  vocal  music 

During  forenoons  the  institute  was  divided  into  two  sections.  Th  ■ 
first  section  included  primary  and  intermediate  teachers  and  I  Ik 
teachers  of  ungraded  schools.  The  second  section  included  princi- 
pals, grammar  and  high  school  teachers. 

Some  excellent  papers  were  read  and  discussed  by  local  teacher'^. 
Miss  C.  A.  Kenyon,  principal  of  Blakely  schools,  read  a  paper  on 
"Composition  Work  in  Higher  Grades. 

Prof.  YVm.  M.  Taggart,  principal  of  Mayfield  schools,  read  a  paper 
on  "Discipline." 

A  paper  on  "The  New  High  School  Law"  was  read  by  Prof.  M. 
W.  Cummings.  principal  of  Olyphant  schools. 
5-6-96 
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Evening  lectures  were  given  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall. 

Tuesday  evening  a  lecture,  ''Julius  Caesar,"  was  given  by  Kev. 
Walter  Q.  Scott,  D.  D.,  ex-president  of  Ohio  Slate  University. 

Thursday  evening  a  lecture,  "The  Fall  of  Richmond,"  was  given 
by  John  H.  Harris,  Ph.  D.,  president  of  Bucknell  University. 

A  local  newspaper  said  of  the  institute:  "This  is  the  third  inslitulr 
conducted  by  Sujit.  Taylor.  The  attendance  is  the  largest  on  record, 
and  the  attention  and  order  have  never  been  better."- 

The  School  Directors'  Association. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  its  third  annual  meeting  in  the 
arbitration  room  on  Thursday,  October  .31.  About  sixty  directors 
were  present.  The  topics  for  discussion  were:  "Should  vocal  music  be 
added  to  the  common  school  curriculum?"  and  "Duties  imposed 
upon  school  directors  by  the  compulsory  education  law."  Addresses 
were  made  before  the  association  b}^  Supt.  Taylor,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips 
and  Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

Officers  of  the  association  for  the  next  year  are  as  follows:  Presi- 
dent, John  W.  Cure,  of  Greenfield;  vice  president,  Thomas  Nealon,  of 
Olyphant,  and  John  F.  Donnelly,  of  Winton;  secretary,  John  L. 
Stone,  of  Waverly;  treasurer,  Horace  Seamans,  of  La  Plume.  The 
newly  elected  officers  were  appointed  a  committee  to  represent 
Lai-kawanna  county  at  the  State  Directors'  Association,  to  be  organ- 
ized at  Harrisburg  in  January. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  Dalton,  Clark's  Sum- 
mit, Jermyn,  Mayfield  and  also  in  Fell  and  Carbondale  townships. 
Although  much  good  work  was  done  at  these  institutes,  the  attend- 
ance and  interest  are  not  entirely  satisfactory.  Local  institutes  may 
be  made  very  valuable  practical  schools  for  young  teachers,  and 
teachers  of  experience  who  are  holding  responsible  positions  as  prin- 
cipals owe  it  to  their  profession  to  take  part  in  this  work.  1  am 
sorry  to  report  that  some  of  our  principals  make  themselves  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence  from  these  gatherings. 

The  Course  of  Study. 

We  continued  during  the  year  to  use  the  Illinois  course  of  study 
in  ungraded  and  also  in  many  of  our  graded  schools.  Monthly  re- 
view questions  were  sent  to  teachers  and  a  final  examination  in 
common  English  branches  was  held  in  Scranton  at  the  close  of  the 
vear. 
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The  icf(»i(I  of  llic  liiiiil  f.\;iiiiiii;il  ions  lor  Mm-  Uiicc  vcjiis  is  as  I'ol 

lows: 

Year.  Candidates  in        (uailiiates. 

Final. 

1S«J4,    3G  14 

1895,  70  :U 

1S0(),   87  ru, 

Caudidates  who  inako  an  a\'eiajj;e  of  !SU  pei-  ceul.  willi  no  mark 
lower  tliuii  G3  in  the  final  examination  receive  the  common  school  di- 
ploma. Others  received  certificates  showing-  their  rank  in  the  class. 
This  plan  has  had  a  very  stimulating  effect  upon  many  of  our  schools. 
We  believe  that  a  course  of  study  for  common  schools  prepared  in 
this  State  and  sanctioned  by  our  Superintendent  of  I'ublic  Instruc- 
tion would  enable  us  1o  reach  better  results,  especially  in  country 
schools. 

Deaths. 

During  the  last  year  we  have  lost  four  earnest  workers  in  tin,' 
cause  of  education. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Martin,  a  graduate  of  Millersville  State  Normal 
School,  a  lad}'  of  unblemished  character  and  a  teacher  of  ability,  died 
of  consumption  at  her  home  in  Olyphant. 

Charles  E.  Anderson,  secretary  of  the  Benton  school  board,  and  for 
many  years  a  faithful  school  director,  died  at  his  home  in  Benton. 

John  B.  Daniels,  president  of  the  school  board,  died  suddenly  at 
his  home  in  Taylor.  Although  Mr.  Daniels  had  served  but  a  short 
time,  he  had  shown  a  deep  interest  in  pu"blic  education. 

Ambrose  F.  Brundage  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  president  of 
the  Blakely  school  board.  He  was  an  able  and  conscientious  school 
director. 

Conclusion. 

All  things  considered,  the  educational  outlook  is  encouraging. 
Wages  are  better,  terms  of  school  are  longer  and  teachers  have 
more  security  in  their  positions  than  in  former  times.  More  atten- 
fion  is  bein'g  given  to  the  qualifications  of  teachers.  Directors  are 
seeking  teachers  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches 
to  be  taught  and  who  know  how  to  teach.  They  are  demanding 
better  results.  Many  are  coming  to  see  that  a  knowledge  of  th.e 
branches  taught  does  not  include  a  knowledge  of  how  to  teach  those 
branches.  In  response  to  this  growing  demand  for  better  work  mor»^ 
students  are  going  to  professional  schools  to  learn  how  to  teach. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  teach- 
ers and  directors  for  their  hearty  support  and  co-operation,  to  the 
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i'«'preseiilalives  of  tJio  public  press  for  the  verv  full  and  accurate  re- 
ports tliey  have  giveu  of  our  institutes  and  other  educational  events, 
and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice  and  uni- 
formly courteous  treatment.  I  wish  also  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
the  school  directors  for  the  confidence  shown  in  giving  me  a  unani- 
mous re-election  and  an  increase  in  salary.  If  an  earnest  desire  to 
be  useful  in  this  great  cause  and  faithful  performance  of  duties  avail, 
they  shall  have  no  reason  to  regret  their  action. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 


Our  schools  made  some  progress.  The  debits  and  credits  upon 
our  school  calendar  for  the  year  are  made  up  of  the  usual  amount  of 
unfinished  work,  a  small  percentage  of  failures  in  teaching,  a  gener- 
ous proportion  of  honest  effort  and  a  large  school  enrollment. 
Teachers  were  enthusiastic  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  duty. 
Results  were  substantially  all  they  could  be  under  existing  condi- 
tions. School  sentiment  upon  the  whole  sanctioned  the  view  that 
whatever  is  done  for  the  school  shall  be  done  right.  Good  teaching 
was  demanded  in  every  community. 

Teachers  contributed  very  largely  by  their  professional  spirit  to 
this  status  of  the  public  mind.  They  were  ambitious  to  discover  new 
facts,  to  try  new  processes  in  their  work.  Reading  and  careful  ob- 
servation became  necessary.  Both  were  given  attention.  Journals 
and  professional  texts  were  freely  circulated.  The  influence  of  these 
and  the  pressure  of  a  strong  motive  to  excel  provoked  some  effort  to 
study  the  child.  The  more  wide  awake  among  our  teachers  became 
deeph'  interested  in  this  line  of  study.  With  them  the  necessity  and, 
of  course,  the  importance,  of  looking  into  the  child  to  learn  founda- 
tion truths  in  teaching  became  daily  more  manifest.  As  a  result, 
interesting  facts  of  temperament,  habits,  special  aptitude  and  indi- 
vidual effort  were  made  a  note  of  and  afterwards  worked  up  into  new 
methods  of  teaching  or  made  the  basis  of  profitable  discussions  at 
our  educational  meetings.  While  this  line  of  work  was  crude,  con- 
ducted without  system,  and,  therefore,  comparatively  insignificant. 
it  contains  germs  of  great  promise  for  the  future  of  our  schools  and 
is  worth  watching  and  encouraging. 

Therp  was.  however,  an  indirect  or  reflex  value  in  this  movement 
that  made  itself  felt  at  once.     Work  born  from  the  love  of  it  is  con- 
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lagious.  The  child  iiislhictively  iaut;hl  the  spirit  oT  Ihe  teacher  and 
was  iiKneil  (o  nnoiIc  in  the  chjsest  synii)alliv  with  a  purpose  so 
vitally  connected  with  his  own  future.  Discipline  and  the  friction 
incident  to  school  life  were  greatly  reduced  because  of  the  enthu- 
siasm aroused  in  the  work.  The  sciiools  were  made  belter.  A  stim- 
ulus of  this  kind  Ho  wing  directly  from  the  teacher  upon  the  school 
will  do  more  to  make  our  schools  what  they  should  be  than  the  "hue 
and  cry"  of  the  world  that  schools  should  teach  only  the  essential 
things  which  the  child  needs  every  day.  In  the  economy  of  the 
school  the  teacher  is  more  important  and  stands  for  more  than  cur- 
riculum or  method.  The  what  is  an  imported  fact  in  the  education 
of  the  child,  as  every  one  must  admit,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  knowing 
what  constitutes  the  what.  This  matter,  apparently  so  simple,  is 
not  by  any  means  a  fixed  quantity.  Essentials  in  our  generation 
may  become  non-essential  in  the  next.  What  is  useful  to-day  may 
have  outgrown  its  usefulness  to-morrow.  That  which  is  important 
to  one  man  may  be  useless  to  another.  There  is  an  evolution  in  men 
and  things.  Therefore,  more  important  than  the  what  is  the  devel- 
oping of  the  power  in  the  child  to  find  the  what  under  all  conditions 
of  life  in  future,  whether  old  and  familiar,  or  new,  wholly  different 
and  perhaps  hidden  and  obscure.  Where  the  teacher  is  an  earnest 
enthusiastic  worker  the  child  will  gain  such  power  in  greater  or  less 
degree. 

The  work  of  the  year  again  emj)hasized  the  educative  value  of  otir 
directors'  institute.  That  body  is  helping  to  form  an  educational 
cement  that  will  keep  things  at  the  sticking  point.  The  cordial  inter- 
change of  ideas  among  the  different  districts  which  it  facilitates  is 
broadly  suggestive  of  a  change  in  school  sentiment  in  the  near  future 
that  will  be  sure  to  demand  a  more  generous  money-support  for  the 
schools.  While  differences  exist  in  points  of  salary  and  length  t-f 
term,  that  should  be  wiped  out,  the  tendency  in  our  districts  is 
towards  a  uniformity  that  embraces  the  best  and  most  liberal  ideas 
in  our  educational  system.  The  new  houses  built  during  the  year 
v.-ere  not  simply  a  duplicate  of  the  "schopl  house  our  fathers  built," 
but  constructed  with  a  view  of  giving  the  largest  freedom  with 
proper  protection  to  the  education  and  health  of  the  growing  child, 
('areful  inquiry  was  made  to  ascertain  the  best  way  of  solving  the 
vital  points  of  lighting,  heating  and  ventilating  houses,  and  of  locat- 
ing water  closets,  while  in  some  districts  a  visit  of  inspection  was 
made  to  school  buildings  to  see  new  features  in  practical  operation. 
Several  things  were  gained  by  this  method  of  proceeding.  1st.  The 
new  building,  as  a  rule,  has  a  cellar  under  the  v/hole  of  it,  which  in 
the  majority  of  places  is  lighted,  ventilated  and  intended  to  be  used 
as  a  play  room  for  the  school  in  bad  weather.  2d.  A  systematic  ef- 
fort to  find  a  satisfactory  remedy  for  the  objectionable  features  of 


70  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

the  school  water  closet,  and  3.  A  thoughtful  interest  on  the  part  of 
directors  in  the  whole  of  the  child's  school  environment.  The  direct- 
ors' annual  conference  is  entitled  to  a  generous  share  of  credit  for 
this  changing  of  front  in  our  theory  of  running  schools.  Education 
along  this  line  is  needed  on  a  larger  scale.  A  State  convention  of 
school  directors  should  receive  encouragement  from  our  legislature. 
Directors  who  are  by  law  the  custodians  of  our  educational  trust  and 
whose  authority  touches  every  vital  point  in  the  system  should  be 
brought  into  living  contact  with  the  larger  scope  and  the  larger  pos- 
sibilities of  our  public  school  system. 

The  extra  appropriation  must  be  confined  to  its  legitimate  place 
or  it  will  become  an  element  of  weakness  and  disturbance  instead  of 
proving  an  element  of  strength  in  our  school  system.  It  should  not 
be  permitted  to  be  applied  indiscriminately  to  all  kinds  of  school  out- 
lay. Some  proviso  should  be  attached  or  some  restriction  imposed 
by  virtue  of  which  more  will  be  done  for  the  child  in  the  way  of 
securing  longer  terms  and  higher  grade  of  teaching  talent.  The  law 
upon  this  point  should  be  made  more  explicit.  Districts  should  not 
be  permitted  to  reduce  their  entire  tax  to  one-half  the  amount  of 
State  appropriation  received,  by  cutting  the  tax  rate  down  to  one 
mill  or  fraction  of  a  mill  and  run  the  schools  upon  this  basis  without 
adding  to  salary  of  teachers  or  length  of  term.  Some  restriction  is 
needed  at  this  point  to  protect  the  schools  and  to  guard  against  the 
occasional  fits  of  lavish  outlay  in  fancy  school  charts  M^hose  chief 
use  seems  to  be  to  gather  dust  or  to  lie  locked  up  in  a  hard  wood 
case  in  some  out  of  the  way  place  in  the  school  room.  Let  us  have  a 
liberal  appropriation  from  the  State,  but  let  it  come  in  such  a  way 
that  it  must  be  expended  for  absolute  needs  of  the  schools.  Let 
it  be  specified  what  shall  be  done  with  it,  or  let  the  basis  of  its 
distribution  be  changed  so  that  the  amount  appropriated  to 
each  district  shall  be  in  proportion  to  what  the  district  is 
willing  to  do  for  itself.  An  educated  citizenship  is  neces- 
sary to  insure  the  highest  w'elfare  to  the  State,  therefore,  when  the 
State  gives  liberally  with  .one  hand  she  has  the  right  to  point  out 
with  the  other  how  it  shall  be  employed  to  realize  the  object  for 
which  the  fund  was  created.  Why  not  couple  the  appropriation  with 
the  compulsory  school  law  in  such  manner  that  its  distribution  will 
depend  upon  actual  school  attendance?  In  this  way  the  appropriation 
which  comes  as  an  appeal  to  the  pocket  book  will  become  the  in- 
strument of  promoting  the  enforcement  of  the  lav,^  governing  enroll- 
ment and  atteiidance  at  school,  and  to  that  extent  tend  to  reduce  its 
coin|*ulsorv  fenlnres  to  a  minimum. 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY— James  M.  Watson. 


Tn  submitting  this,  my  final  report,  of  the  condition  of  tlie  schools 
of  J.awrence  county,  1  am  very  happy,  after  taking  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  past  six  years'  work,  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  schools 
have  made  steady  growth  all  along  the  different  lines  of  school  work. 

It  was  the  aim  of  the  superintendent  to  establish  a  number  of  higli 
schools  in  order  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  poorer  classes.  This  effort 
■was  crowned  with  some  success  at  least.  In  1890  but  one  high 
school  was  in  operation  in  this  county  outside  of  New  Castle,  and 
that  one  was  established  at  Mount  Jackson  in  1881  through  the  ef 
forts  of  Supt.  D.  F.  Balph.  At  this  writing  there  are  nine  high 
schools  in  operation,  all  with  two  year  courses  of  study  in  highei 
branches  of  learning. 

The  preparation  and  adoption  of  a  course  of  study  for  the  rural  dis- 
tricts was  put  in  operation  in  1891  and  has  given  the  schools  of  the 
county  a  system  by  which  each  pupil  will  take  up  the  common 
branches  in  regular  order  and  leave  school  with  a  complete  common 
school  education,  thus  fitting  him  for  entering  the  high  school  in  his 
locality. 

In  the  past  five  years  405  pupils  have  completed  the  course  of  study 
and  have  passed  satisfactory  examinations  and  have  been  awarded 
diplomas. 

New  school  buildings  were  erected  in  the  following  districts:  One 
in  Shenango,  one  in  Union  and  a  two-roomed  one  in  Wayne.  These 
are  all  substantial  buildings,  well  located  and  furnished  with  modern 
improvements. 

Our  county  institute  convened  at  New  Wilmington  on  October  7, 
was  largely  attended  and  was  pronounced  one  of  the  most  successful 
meetings  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Eli  F, 
Brown,  of  Indianapolis;  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  of  Slippery  Rock;  Dr. 
Martin  G.  Benedict,  of  Edinboro;  Supt.  L.  R.  Eckels,  of  Mercer,  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Fundenberg,  of  Pittsburgh. 

Our  evening  entertainments  were  lectures  by  Dr.  Eli  F.  Brown.  Dr. 
D.  C,  Murphy  and  Dr.  James  Hedley,  and  a  concert  by  the  Amphions, 
of  Pittsburgh. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  mentioning  our  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning,  Westminster  and  Volant  colleges,  also  Rose  Point 
Academy.  These  institutions  are  all  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
large  increase  of  attendance  at  these  institutions  is  largc^ly  due  to 
the  good  work  that  is  beinc  dono  bv  the  faculty  of  each. 
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I  ('oiuJiide  this,  my  sixth  annual  report  with  thankful  acknowl- 
edgment of  many  kindnesses  received  at  the  hands  of  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  patrons  in  the  way  of  encouragement  and  sympathy  in 
the  arduous  work  and  in  most  generous  hospitality. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— J.  W.  Snoke. 


At  the  close  of  another  scholastic  year  it  is  fitting  to  take  a  retro- 
spective view  of  our  educational  field.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that 
substantial  progress  has  been  made.  Of  this  there  are  evidences  in 
the  continued  interest  our  directors  take  in  the  schools,  in  the  excel- 
lent work  done  by  nearly  all  the  teachers  in  the  school  room,  at  the 
county  institute,  at  the  local  institutes,  in  the  reading  circles  and  in  the 
creditable  manner  in  which  the  children  uniformly  acquitted  them- 
selves by  the  work  they  did  in  the  county  examination.  We  will, 
however,  not  deceive  ourselves  by  any  vain  glory  in  the  achieve- 
ments made  during  the  year  just  closed.  We  are  conscious  of  having 
grown,  yet  upon  a  careful  survej^  of  all  the  grounds,  there  are  here 
and  yonder  manifestations  of  weakness  and  discord.  It  is  our  pur- 
pose to  make,  in  the  future,  this  weakness  strength,  and  the  discord 
harmony. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  county  was  never  more  regular. 
This  is  a  strong  evidence  of  the  interest  the  patrons  are  taking  in  the 
schools.  It  has  repeatedly  fallen  under  ray  observation  that  dis- 
Iricts  in  which  the  patrons  combine  their  influence  with  the  efforts 
of  the  directors  and  the  teachers,  have  invariably  good  schools. 

In  nearly  all  the  districts  the  directors  continued  to  give  the  schools 
careful  attention.  The  greatest  duty  of  the  directors  is  the  hiring 
of  teachers.  In  Cornwall  and  South  Annville  districts  teachers 
holding  provisional  certificates  are  not  employed.  Not  all  our 
g(»od,  nor  even  all  the  best  teachers,  are  those  who  hold  the  higher 
grade  certificates.  Some  of  the  most  successful  teachers  in  the 
county  hold  provisional  certificates.  They  are,  however,  not  those 
who  are  satisfied  by  holding  this  grade  of  certificate  for  a  period  of 
ten  or  fifteen  years,  but  they  are  those  who  by  persistent  effort  and 
untiring  energy  work  their  way  up  to  the  higher  grade  certificates 
in  a  course  of,  at  most,  five  years.  It  therefore,  follows  that  the  plnn 
pursued  by  these  townships  does  not  succeed  in  procuring  none  bnf 
eniinentlv  successful  teachei-s,  but  it  does  succeed  in  giving  better 
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ivsulls  and  a   <;reat('r  proportional   number  of  successful   teachers 
than  are  found  anywhere  else  in  the  county. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  eight  (1208)  teachers  employed  in  the 
county,  forty-one  (41)  are  normal  school  graduates,  tifty-three  (.'):{) 
hold  the  permanent  certificate  and  eighteen  (18)  hold  the  professional 
certificate.  This  leaves  ninety-six  (OG)  of  our  schools  in  the  hands  of 
teachers  holding  the  lowest  grade  certificate.  To  secure  and  retain 
the  services  of  teachers  well  fitted  for  their  work,  tliereby  assuring 
reasonably  successful  results  is  a  very  important  consideration.  In 
fact,  this  is  the  vital  question  connected  with  our  public  school  sys- 
tem. Adequate  remuneration  for  services  of  faithful  teachers  is 
the  desideratum.  This  is  the  key  to  the  situation.  Skilled  labor 
must  receive  an  equivalent  for  its  services  in  any  line  of  work  and 
certainly  skilled  labor  in  the  school  room  is  no  exception  to  this  rule. 
Directors  must  learn  that  they  cannot  obtain  and  hold  the  services 
of  good  teachers  unless  they  pay  them  corresponding  wages.  Until 
the  time  arrives  when  well-trained  and  efficient  teachers  will  be 
amply  compensated  for  their  work,  many  of  our  best  teachers  will 
enter  the  professions  and  more  remunerative  occupations,  and  we 
will  fail  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our  public  schools  to  the  highest 
plane  of  excellence. 

In  most  of  our  districts  we  continue  to  find  a  few  incompetent 
teachers.  These  are  too  frequently  employed  on  the  ground  that 
they  may  do  better  at  a  new  place,  and  if  they  do  not  succeed  at  the 
end  of  the  term  they  are  shifted  to  another  school.  Has  not  many 
a-weak  teacher  blighted  the  aspirations  of  many  a  hopeful  youth  by 
the  influence  of  inefficient  teaching  during  simply  one  term?  At  u 
time  when  dangerous  elements  of  mankind  are  abroad  in  the  land, 
gnawing  at  the  very  foundations  of  our  liberties,  and  threatening  th<* 
social  and  industrial  fabric  of  the  nation,  it  is  of  the  highest  im 
portance  that  our  youths  be  strongly  equipped  with  weapons  to 
preserve  our  glorious  institutions  intact,  and  perpetuate  our  liberties. 
Directors,  those  of  you  who,  in  the  past  forgot  all  but  the  welfare  of 
the  children  w^hen  you  hired  your  teachers,  continue  to  be  faithful 
to  the  trust  confided  in  you.  Let  merit  alone  control  the  appoint- 
ment of  your  teachers.  While  those  of  you  who  only  thought  of  the 
taxpayer,  or  the  favoring  of  some  near  relative,  or  a  brother  in  the 
church,  or  a  brother  in  the  secret  organization  to  which  you  belong 
or  tlie  carrying  out  of  the  dictates  of  a  corrupt  demagogue,  who.  by 
the  appointment  of  a  certain  teacher  would  increase  the  power  of 
his  political  machine,  regardless  of  ability  and  fitness  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher,  pray  for  a  deliverance  from  these  pernicious  evils 
before  you  must  perform  the  greatest  of  your  duties — hiring  the 
teachers. 

While  the  public  policy  of  the  State  is  exreedinpriy  liberal  towards 
5* 
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common  school  education,  no  undue  advantage  should  be  taken  of 
this  policy  and  poor  schools  and  short  terms  be  maintained  in  order 
that  local  taxation  might  be  brought  to  the  very  lowest  rate.  There 
are  no  distri'its  in  Lebanon  county  upon  which  it  would  be  burden- 
some to  raise  by  local  taxation  a  sum  equal, ^at  least,  to  the  amount 
furnished  by  the  State  for  school  purposes.  Yet,  upon  examining, 
the  reports  of  all  the  districts  the  fact  is  discovered  that  there  are 
six  districts  in  the  county  that  raise  by  local  taxation  less  than  the 
amount  of  the  State  appropriations.  Should  it  not  be  earnestly 
urged  that  measures  be  taken  to  compel  districts  to  raise,  as  a  sup- 
plement, an  equal  amouut  to  that  received  from  the  State,  unless  the 
best  of  schools  can  be  maintained  for  a  term  of  at  least  eight 
months  with  an  amount  smaller  than  the  State  appropriation?  Does 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  think  more  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  these 
districts  and  put  upon  them  a  higher  estimate  than  these  districts 
themselves?  Can  we  expect  the  most  fruitful  results  from  the  ex- 
penditures of  State  moneys  in  such  districts? 

Directors  might  do  more  in  visiting  s'-hools.  To  accomplish  tbls 
it  would  be  wise  for  each  board  to  form  itself  into  three  committees 
consisting  of  two  members  each,  and  have  all  the  schools  visited 
each  month  by  one  of  these  committees.  While  in  this  way  th(! 
schools  would  be  visited  every  month  the  different  directors  would 
be  obliged  to  make  only  two  visits  to  all  the  schools  in  a  term  of  six 
months.  This  plan  is  in  vogue  iu  one  district  and  gives  commendable 
results. 

New  buildings  were  erected  as  follows:  One  single-room  build- 
ing in  each  of  Union  and  Millcreek  districts,  and  one-single-room  and 
a  four-room  building  in  Jackson  district.  The  single-room  buildings 
are  all  substantial,  well-lighted  and  well-furnished  houses,  while 
the  four-room  building  of  Jackson,  erected  in  the  town  of  Myers- 
town,  is  deserving  of  special  notice.  It  is  a  brick  structure  with 
spacious  corridors  and  cloak  rooms,  a  supply  room,  a  library  room, 
a  directors'  office  and  a  recitation  room  to  be  utilized  by  the  high 
school.  It  is  furnished  with  the  latest  improved  furniture  and 
heated  and  ventilated  by  a  modern  system.  It  is  the  most  complete 
building  in  the  county  and  its  erection  reflects  credit  upon  the  di- 
lectors  under  whose  supervision  it  was  built.  It  was  formally  dedi- 
cated to  the  cause  of  education  by  imposing  ceremonies  under  the 
united  auspices  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  and  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  Ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Major  J.  M.  Reed,  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  county  superintendent. 

With  very  few  exceptions  our  buildings  are  in  a  good  condition. 
However,  more  attention  should  be  given  to  enlarging,  beautifying 
and  making  more  convenient  and  more  comfortable  many  of  our 
school  yards.     I  spoke  of  this  in  a  former  report,  but  its  educational 
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value  again  indiicos  iiiu  Lo  make  iiieiiliuu  ut  i(.  TIk;  leacher  and  tlic 
hooks  are  not  the  only  educators  of  the  child.  The  inlluences  (d'  a 
child's  surroundings  have  an  untold  power  in  molding  and  fashion 
ing  tlie  character  of  the  child.  The  education  of  the  child  is  carried 
forward  during  all  the  hours  of  intermission.  Hence,  the  great  ne- 
cessity of  luninj^  a  wholesome  moral  influence  wielded  over  the 
children  during  these  hours.  School  grounds  should  be  large,  en- 
ilosed,  planted  with  trees  and  shrubbery,  have  well  arranged  walks 
and  kept,  by  the  teacher,  in  a  condition  conducive  to  the  health  and 
moral  growth  of  the  child. 

Fift3^-nine  pupils  finished  our  public  school  course,  besides  the 
pupils  who  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  of  Cornwall,  Jack- 
son and  Independent  districts.  In  a  number  of  districts  commence- 
ment exercises  have  been  held.  These  exercises  are  effective  agen- 
cies in  arousing  a  general  interest  in  education.  The  course  of  study 
and  graduating  from  our  schools  have  done  much  in  our  county  in 
giving  an  impetus  to  school  work.  Most  of  the  teachers  are  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  have  it  in  full  operation. 

The  county  institute  was  in  every  respect  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful ever  held  in  the  county.  Two  successful  conventions  of  the  J>i- 
rectors'  Association  were  held  during  the  year.  The  teachers  con- 
tinued to  do  faithful  work  in  connection  with  local  institutes,  read- 
ing circles  and  teachers'  monthly  meetings. 

Again,  our  sincere  thanks  are  extended  to  the  State  Department  for 
wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  a  wholesome  educational 
influence  and  to  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-opei*a- 
tion. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


Thrc^e  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  past  year,  one  in 
^Vashiugton  township  and  two  in  Lynn  township.  All  of  them  are 
constructed  of  brick  and  are  model  buildings.  Quite  a  number  of  tli(- 
old  buildings  were  repaired,  leaving  only  a  few  poor  buildings  in  the 
county.  A  great  deal  of  valuable  apparatus  was  added  during  the 
year,  notably  in  the  following  districts:  Whitehall,  Salisbury,  Foun- 
tain Hill,  Catasauqua,  North  Whitehall,  Heidelberg,  Lynn,  Coplay, 
Slatington  and  Lower  Milford. 

The  directors  complied  strictly  with  the  re(iuirements  of  the  law 


76  Public  Instkuction.  [Off.  Dog. 

relating  to  water  closets,  and  in  most  cases  they  were  kex)t  in  a  re- 
spectable condition.  The  school  houses,  with  a  very  few  exceptions 
were  also  kept  clean  and  tidy.  We  have  now  no  cause  to  blush  for 
shame  if  strangers  inspect  the  sanitary  conditions  of  our  schools  and 
their  surroundings. 

Twenty-two  public  examinations  were  held,  and  262  applicants 
were  examined.  Thirteen  of  these  received  professional  certificates, 
and  178  received  provisional  certificates.  The  remaining  seventy-one 
were  rejected.  I  adhere  to  the  written  method  of  conducting  the  ex- 
aminations, giving  the  same  questions  to  all  of  the  applicants  in  the 
class.  An  examination  thus  conducted  may  not  prove  as  interesting 
to  the  spectators  who  assemble,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fairest  and 
most  impartial  way  of  getting  at  results. 

For  those  teachers  who  desire  to  make  professional  certificates  I 
annually  hold  a  special  examination,  and  only  those  who  have  ren- 
dered satisfaction  in  the  school  room,  and  who  are  well  qualified 
morally  and  intellectually  are  admitted  to  this  class.  This  is  strictly 
a  professional  examination.  Candidates  usually  come  prepared  in 
one  or  more  of  the  higher  branches. 

I  have  raised  the  standard  of  the  examinations  from  year  to  year, 
and  find  that  I  am  able  to  make  a  very  favorable  comparison  in  the 
qualifications  of  the  teachers  employed.  The  following  statistics  are 
taken  from  the  report  for  the  year  closing  June,  189.3: 

158  teachers  employed  who  had  previously  taught  five  or  more 
terms. 

]5.3  teachers  employed  holding  provisional  certificates. 

130  teachers  employed  holding  higher  grade  certificates. 

During  the  A'ear  just  closed  we  had 

195  teachers  w^ho  had  previously  taught  five  or  more  terms. 

133  holding  provisional  certificates. 

163  holding  higher  grade  certificates. 

The  number  holding  higher  grade  certificates  was  considerably 
over  one-half  of  the  entire  number  employed. 

We  had  twenty-six  teaching  their  first  term,  but  seven  of  these 
were  normal  school  graduates  having  the  benefit  of  the  model  school 
training. 

Many  of  our  teachers  show  much  earnestness  and  determination  to 
improve  their  qualifications.  They  work  with  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm, 
zeal  and  devotion  in  the  great  cause  of  education;  and  the  result  of 
their  labors  may  readily  be  traced  not  only  in  the  school  room  but 
also  in  the  community  at  large. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  of  our  teachers  belong  to  the  Lehigli 
County  Teachers'  Reading  Union,  and  have  carefully  studied  the 
books  that  were  adopted  by  the  executive  committee,  viz:  White's 
School  Management  and  Psychology  of  Numbers. 
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The  Iricuilly  relatious  existing  betwct-n  the  teachers  and  myself  in 
(he  (Jistliai'j»e  of  our  onerous  duties,  and  I  he  carneslness  with  which 
they  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  my  suggestions  have  been  a  source 
of  great  pleasure  to  me. 

To  become  properly'  qualilied  to  teach  with  ilie  present  high  stand 
ard  of  requirements  is  not  a  small  thing,  and  directors  should  recog 
ni/e  this  fact  and  give  their  teachers  a  proper  remuneration  for  their 
labors.  Those  teachers  who  have  spent  both  time  and  money  lo 
prepare  themselves  for  their  work  have  a  right  to  look  fm-  a  living 
salary. 

The  faithful  and  efficient  teacher  can  not  be  too  well  paid,  while 
the  poor  and  inefficient  teacher  is  too  dear  at  any  price. 

The  county  institute  convened  in  Allentown  during  the  last  week 
of  October.  It  was  well  attended  and  was  a  pronounced  success. 
The  directors'  convention  met  on  Thursday  of  institute  week  ;inil  w  :is 
also  very  largely  attended. 

The  following  were  our  instructors:  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  E.  L. 
Kemp,  G.  W.  T^\itmyer,  C.  A.  Marks,  W.  W.  Deatrick,  A.  C.  Roth- 
ermel,  J.  B.  DeMotte,  Drs.  S.  A.  Baer,  G.  B.  Handier,  C.  C.  Boyer,  (t. 
T.  Fox,  A  R.  Home,  N,  C.  Schaeffer  and  Misses  Stoudt  and  McGowan. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  the  following  places:  Fullerton,  West 
Bethlehem,  Unionville,  East  Texas,  Jacksonville,  Dillingersville  and 
Fogelsville.  Almost  every  teacher  of  the  county  was  present  at  one 
or  more  of  these  meetings,  and  all  responded  very  readily  when 
called  upon  to  discuss  the  various  topics  placed  upon  the  pr<i- 
gramme.  There  was  no  shirking,  and  the  papers  presented  were  of 
nil  elevated  character,  giving  proof  that  the  teachers  were  in  touch 
with  their  work. 

Man}'  of  our  schools  have  no  provision  for  a  supply  of  drinking 
water,  and  tlie  water  in  such  cases  is  brought  from  the  springs  and 
wells  belonging  to  private  dwellings,  often  quite  remote  from  the 
school  house.  In  most  of  such  cases  the  water  is  brought  in  a  bucket 
and  placed  in  some  corner  of  the  school  room,  where  it  gathers  up 
the  dust  and  absorbs  the  noxious  vapors  from  the  air,  making  it 
unfit  to  drink.  In  many  cases  disease  and  death  lurk  in  the  water 
which  the  children  drink  at  school. 

It  is  just  as- essential  that  there  should  be  a  supply  of  jMire  ficsh 
\N  ater  for  the  school  as  for  the  family. 

Pennsylvania  German  is  the  mother  tongue  of  the  majority  of  the 
children  in  the  schools  of  this  county,  and  when  they  come  to  school, 
they  are  much  inclined  to  continue  its  use  in  the  school  room  and 
on  the  playground.  All  of  us  are  aware  that  a  ready  use  of  a  lan- 
guage can  best  be  acquired  by  constantly  using  it.  and  during  my 
visits  I  tried  to  impress  upon  tlie  pupils  the  importance  of  using  \Ur 
English    hingUMge.     Teaclieis    should    i;iy    innch    stress    u|»un     lliis 
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matter,  aud  by  conliuued  efforts  they  will  be  able  to  overcome  this 
diflSeulty.  I  have  found  only  a  few  schools  where  the  parents  visit 
the  schools  regularly,  and  many  of  them  are  not  visited  at  all  by 
the  patrons, 

I  believe  that  parents  should  be  encouraged  to  visit  the  schools  as 
regularly  as  possible,  as  in  that  way  they  will  inspire  both  teachers 
and  pupils.  In  a  number  of  districts  the  teachers  visited  the  other 
schools,  being  usually  accompanied  by  one  or  more  of  the  directors. 
Many  teachers  never  see  the  working  of  any  school  but  their  own, 
but  by  visiting  the  schools  of  their  own  or  any  other  district  they  are 
able  to  compare  methods  and  results  attained.  A  few  days  thus 
spent  will  amply  repay  any  teacher. 

Six  townships  graduated  classes  this  year,  and  nearly  all  the  bor- 
ough schools  had  graduating  classes.  Coopersburg  graduated  its 
first  class  this  year. 

Tilt  consolidation  of  some  of  our  rural  schools  is  becoming  a  seri- 
ous question.  Some  of  them  are  becoming  so  small  that  the  work  is 
not  efficient  enough. 

Through  the  death  of  W.  H.  Person,  of  Hanover,  and  J.  W.  Ger- 
nerd,  of  Low^er  Macungie,  we  have  lost  two  able  and  faithful  teach- 
ers. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  most  hearty  thanks  to  the 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  throughout  the  county  for  their  hos- 
pitality which  they  extended  to  me,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  counsel  and  advice  pertaining  to  my  office. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— T.  B,  Harrison. 


There  are  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  (532)  schools  under  my  juris- 
diction, three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (367)  of  which  are  graded  and 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  (165)  ungraded.  We  employed  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  (549)  teachers  during  the  year,  of  whom  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  (195)  are  graduates  of  State  normal  schools,  fifty 
two  (52)  have  permanent  certificates,  forty-six  (46)  hold  professionals 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  (256)  have  provisional  certificates. 
Eighty-five  had  no  previous  experience,  while  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  (289)  had  previously  taught  five  or  more  years.  We  en- 
rolled twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one  (26,881) 
pupils.     Five  hundred  iiiid  five  official  visits  were  made  <liniii^  (lie 
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year.  Four  hundred  and  forty-live  schools  were  visited  by  patrons 
and  directors. 

Sixteen  new  houses  were  built.  Avoca  borough  erected  a  fine 
frame  building  of  four  rooms,  which  is  now  ready  for  occupancy. 
Black  Creek  township  added  a  room  to  the  Rock  Glen  building. 
Jiutler  township  built  a  new  room  for  an  additional  primary  school 
at  Drums.  Conyngham,  Dallas,  Dorrauce,  Lake,  Koss  and  Plymouth 
townships  each  built  one  new  house.  Hanover  township  erected  a 
brick  building  with  six  rooms  at  Buttonwood.  It  is  heated  and  veu- 
lilaled  by  best  modern  methods,  has  the  finest  furniture,  best  slate 
boards,  electric  bells  and  a  handsome  piano.  No  poor  school  accom- 
modations for  Hanover  township!  Freeland  borough  built  the 
Eckley  B.  Coxe  memorial  building  to  meet  the  demand  created  by 
the  annexation  to  the  borough  of  a  part  of  Foster  township.  The 
building  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  last  September. 

Forty  Fort  borough  erected  a  four-room  brick  building.  The  plan, 
workmanship  and  furnishings  are  all  that  could  be  desired. 

One  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  Wyoming  Valley  was  dedi- 
cated at  Kingston,  July  4.  The  complete  structure,  with  furniture, 
cost  about  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  It  was  very  much  needed 
and  the  people  of  Kingston  have  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  new 
high  school  building.  Sugarloaf  township  rebuilt,  at  Conyngham, 
New  Columbus  borough  purchased  the  academj^  and  remodelled  it 
into  two  very  pleasant  school  rooms.  Wyoming  borough  completed 
an  elegant  four-room  brick  building  with  all  modern  improvements. 
In  many  other  districts  houses  have  been  reseated,  slate  boards  have 
beenjtut  inand  other neededimprovements  have  been  made.  It  will  1  e 
seen  that  in  the  visible  evidences  of  prosperity  our  schools  are  Hot 
lacking. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of  October  and 
was  the  largest  ever  held  in  the  history  of  the  county.  Seven  hun- 
dred and  two  teachers  enrolled.  The  sessions  were  interesting  and 
profitable.  A  fuli  report  was  forwarded  at  the  close  of  the  sessions 
and  need  not  now  be  repeated. 

In  looking  over  the  work  of  the  year  there  is  much  to  encourage 
those  who  aro.  int<»re.sted  in  the  success  of  our  schools.  Our  teachers 
are  doing  good  work.  As  is  always  the  case,  there  are  a  few  whose 
etforts  are  not  productive  of  the  results  desired,  but  the  large  ma- 
jority are  doing  excellent  work.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  me  as  I 
have  gone  over  the  county  to  find  the  teacher  in  the  ungraded  school 
of  the  country  district  as  earnestly  endeavoring  to  keep  himself  well 
inforiiied  with  reference  to  his  profession  as  his  more  favored  brother 
who  is  teaching  in  the  rich  anthracite  region.  The  salary  a  man  re- 
ceives is  by  no  m<'nnr:  a  critei'ion  of  his  wortli.  In  many  tow'uships 
regular  monthly  institutes  are  held.     These  are  productive  of  much 
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good  ami  dest-i  vf  tncouingement  at  the  hands  of  school  directors.  It 
would  be  a  good  plan  for  every  township  to  organize  a  monthly 
meeting  of  teachers  and  directors.  It  would  tend  to  harmonize  and 
unify  the  work. 

In  every  report  that  I  have  written  I  have  directed  attention  1<» 
the  needs  of  our  schools  along  the  line  of  dictionaries,  encyclopedias, 
books  of  reference  and  standard  literary  works.  It  has  been  with 
satisfaction  that  I  have  found  many  townships  acting  upon  the  sug- 
gestion I  have  made.  Still  there  are  too  many  districts  where  the 
pupil  finds  no  dictionary  to  consult,  where  there  is  no  book  aside 
from  the  text  book.  If  an  agent  wants  to  sell  a  dictionary  for  eight 
or  nine  dollars  the  district  is  too  poor  to  buy.  If  an  encyclopedia  is 
offered  for  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  it  is  not  to  be  thought  of,  but  if 
some  man  comes  along  with  a  chart  or  a  map  or  a  set  of  nuitheniati- 
cal  blocks  at  thirty  or  forty  dollars  that  same  district  can  afford  to 
buy  a  set  for  each  school.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  if  I  had  the  money 
that  has  been  spent  in  1he  purchase  of  charts,  globes,  blocks  and 
other  apparatus  that  is  rarely  used  and  which  lies  in  the  closet  or  in 
some  corner  under  the  dust  for  nine-tenths  of  the  time,  I  could  supply 
every  school  under  my  jurisdiction  with  an  international  dictionary, 
the  People's  Cyclopedia,  a  set  of  good  outline  maps  and  have  at 
least  ten  dollars  for  each  school  with  which  to  start  a  library.  Since 
the  appropriation  was  increased  our  county  has  been  a  good  field  for 
the  globe  man,  the  chart  man,  the  block  man  with  his  seductive 
methods.  I  would  not  be  understood  as  intimating  that  all  our 
school  boards  have  been  purchasing  these  things  indiscriminately. 
There  are  many  districts  where  the  chart  man  does  not  go  and  many 
others  where  he  goes  in  vain.  Nor  would  I  be  understood  as  con- 
demning all  charts,  globes  and  blocks.  I  desire  simply  to  make  a 
little  more  emphatic  what  I  have  said  in  other  reports:  That  it  is 
far  more  important  that  each  school  shall  have  a  dictionary  and  other 
books  of  reference  than  it  is  that  it  shall  have  a  sixty-dollar  globe  or 
a  forty-dollar  geographical  chart.  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  but 
recently  that  a  township  paying  an  average  salary  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, and  having  no  reference  books  whatever  excepting  a  small  dic- 
tionary donated  by  the  firm  from  which  the  text-books  are  purchased, 
has  invested  about  three  hundred  dollars  in  supplying  each  school 
with  a  set  of  blocks  to  aid  in  teaching  mensuration,  although  but  ii 
very  small  percentage  of  the  pupils  will  be  benefited  by  (lie  invest- 
ment. T  shall  continue  to  urge  this  matter  and  I  have  a  strong  lioju- 
that  I  shall  yet  see  every  school  well  supplied  with  these  necessary 
working  tools. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  to  the  teachers  of  onr  county 
that  there  is  a  growing  seutinuMit  among  onr  people  against  frequent 
ciianees  in  our  tea(hin«>-  force.     T  hail  this  :;s  a  tok<Mi  of  better  days. 
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1'nie,  iiKS(mice.s  iiuiv  he  cited  wlicic  IciirlK'rs  of  cxiM'iieiuc  and  of 
eiuiueiil  success  liave  been  set  asidi?  loi-  those  wIjo  are  untiained 
and  inexperienced  because  the  latter  had  some  iriend  or  nhitive  «tn 
tbe  board.  True,  also,  that  the  cry  of  home  talent  results  in  the 
displacement  of  some  of  our  best  teacluM's  who  do  not  happen  to  live 
in  the  district  where  they  have  been  teaching.  Still  the  conviction 
that  our  schools  are  for  our  boys  and  girls  and  that  they  ought  1<> 
b«'  as  good  as  we  can  make  them,  and  that  they  should  be  entiri-ly 
free  from  poliiics,  friendship,  relationship  or  anything  else  that 
would  interfere  with  their  efficiency  is  settlingdown  upon  the  people. 
When  that  conviction  becomes  a  little  more  general  it  will  eliminate 
these  improper  influences  from  our  schools,  and  the  question  of  merit 
will  be  the  only  one  that  will  determine  the  selection  of  teachers. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  very  promising.  With  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  parents,  teachers  and  directors  there  is  no 
reason  why  this  year  shall  not  be  the  best  in  the  history  of  the 
schools  of  Luzerne  county. 

With  sincere  gratitude  to  the  teachers  and  directors  of  the  county 
for  their  cheerful  support  in  every  eflort  put  forth  for  the  advance- 
ment of  our  schools,  and  with  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruct io'i  for  many  kindnesses  received,  this  report  is  most  re- 
spectfully submitted. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  George  liedit, 


It  is  impossible  in  such  a  limited  survey  to  give  in  detail  the  pro- 
gressive steps  taken  in  each  of  the  fifty-three  districts,  but  I  shall,  in 
a  general  way,  indicate  the  trend  of  educational  advancement  and 
suggest  the  lines  along  which  substantial  progress  can  and  ought  to 
))('  made. 

The  attendance  at  educatio'ial  meetings  on  the  part  of  teachers,  di 
lectois,  i»atror.s  and  pupils  is,  in  a  great  measure,  a  test  of  jinblic  lu- 
t«Mest  in  the  W(^1fare  of  the  schools.  Judging  from  numbfMs  present 
and  from  the  enthusiasm  manifested,  the  people  are  thoroughly 
aroused  and  in  hearty  sympathy  with  every  movement  that  tends  to 
promote  the  success  and  further  the  usefulness  of  common  schofil 
work.  Twenty-three  district  institnt<'S,  one  meeting  of  the  Teacher.s' 
Association,  one  session  of  the  county  institute  and  twelve  meetings 
of  the  Teachers'  Exchange  were  held  dui-ing  the  year;  and  so  lai-ge 
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was  the  attendance  that  in  not  one  instance  was  the  capacity  of  the 
building  sufficient  to  accommodate  those  who  assembled,  though  the 
sessions  were  held  in  the  largest  halls  and  churches  obtainable.  The 
teachers  not  only  attended  the  meetings  in  their  own  localities,  but 
many  of  them  came  long  distances  to  attend  the  educational  gather- 
ings in  other  districts.  This  interest  on  their  part,  I  am  sure,  will 
result  in  great  good  to  the  schools  over  which  they  have  control. 
The  stimulus  that  these  meetings  give  to  the  young  and  inexperi- 
enced teachers  can  scarcely  be  overestimated.  The  esprit  de  corps 
of  the  whole  teaching  force  is  intensified  and  concerted  action  takes 
the  place  of  unorganized  fragmentary  and  isolated  efforts. 

The  Directors'  Association,  which  has  for  twelve  years  been  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Fleming  as  president,  continues  as  a  valu- 
able agency  to  the  school  work  of  the  county.  Its  membership  Is 
made  up  of  the  representative  men  in  each  district.  It  gives  direc- 
tion and  impetus  to  the  business  side  of  educational  matters  and  is 
of  the  utmost  assistance  to  the  superintendent  in  indorsing  and 
recommending  the  plans  which  he  believes  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
system.  Two  meetings  of  this  organization  were  held  during  the 
past  year  and  both  were  well  attended.  The  questions  discussed 
were  of  a  practical  nature,  and  the  suggestions  embodied  in  the  reso- 
lutions passed  will,  no  doubt,  bear  good  fruit. 

During  the  year  303  teachers  were  employed  in  the  schools,  of 
whom  138  were  males  and  165  females.  The  number  of  teachers  who 
had  previously  taught  five  or  more  annual  terms  was  103  and  of 
those  who  had  no  previous  experience  forty-seven.  Only  two  teach- 
ers were  employed  who  had  no  special  training  for  the  work.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  induce  teachers  to  take  courses  in  profes- 
sional work  before  beginning  to  teach,  and  to  have  them  continue  in 
special  lines  of  reading  and  study  while  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
the  profession.  It  is  the  surest  means,  and,  in  fact,  the  only  means 
of  strengthening  the  teaching  force.  Teachers  who  fail  to  recognize 
the  importance  of  thorough  qualification,  both  intellectual  and  pro- 
fessional, must  in  a  very  short  time  give  way  to  those  who  are  earnest 
and  progressive  and  who  have  an  appreciation  of  the  higher  signifi- 
cance of  their  calling. 

Teachers  and  school  officers  are  beginning  to  recognize  that  elab- 
orately constructed  charts  and  complex  apparatus  will  not  take  the 
place  of  a  good  teacher.  And,  unless  used  by  one  who  is  skillful 
and  thoroughly  equipped,  such  apparatus  is  absolutely  worthless. 
The  purchase  of  expensive  appliances  has  in  a  number  of  instance  s 
necessitated  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  or  the 
slioi'tening  of  the  school  term.  This  is  not  only  a  deplorable  condi- 
tion of  affairs,  but  n  most  repreliensiblc  pnictice  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  du^.rged  with  the  mission  of  expending  the  money  of  tlit* 
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people  in  I  lie  interests  of  the  children.  Reading  charts,  outline 
inap3,glob(:  5,  dictionaries  and  hooks  of  refeieuce  are  among  the  essen- 
tial devices  to  aid  teachers  and  pupils  and  lliese  can  be  purchased  at 
a  comparatively  small  cost. 

The  worlv  of  impro\  ing  school  grounds  and  surroundings,  which 
lias  claimed  our  attention  on  Arbor  Day  for  the  past  few  years  was 
carried  forward  this  year  with  a  degree  of  success  that  is  ind<'ed  en- 
couraging. We  earnestly  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
in  every  district  the  school  ground  will  be  the  most  beautirul,  heallli- 
fiil  and  convenient  place  for  children  to  spend  their  leisure  hours. 


McKKAN  COUNTY— W.  P.  Eckels. 


The  schools  of  this  county  have  been  under  my  charge  for  the  past 
nine  years,  and  we  feel  certain  that  the  last  year  they  have  been 
better  than  ever  before. 

From  the  beginning  of  my  term  of  office  the  standard  of  qualifica- 
tion for  teachers  has  been  constantly  rising  and  we  now  feel  that 
our  county  wall  compare  favorably  with  any  other  in  the  state  in 
that  respect. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  there  are  a  few  persons  in  authority  as 
school  directors  who  think  more  of  personal  favors  than  of  the  good 
of  the  schools,  that  so  many  boys  and  girls  feel  that  when  they  are 
seventeen  years  of  age  and  can  barely  pass  the  teachers'  examina- 
tion they  are  fit  to  teach  school. 

These  two  things  have  a  depressing  influence  on  the  schools  and 
keep  the  wages  at  so  low  a  point  as  to  drive  from  the  profession  very 
many  of  our  best  teachers. 

I  think  it  is  time  for  our  legislature  to  take  some  step  toward  recti- 
fying this  wrong  to  our  schools,  Pennsylvania  is  rich  enough  to  fur- 
nish thoroughly  prepared  teachers  for  her  schools  and  why  should 
we  not  have  a  law  prohibiting  all  persons  who  have  not  had  souk? 
professional  training  from  teaching  in  them? 

Our  normal  schools  are  within  the  reach  of  all  and  persons  of 
"grit"  can  and  will  get  the  required  preparation.  Apropos  of  this 
it  is  time  that  normal  school  faculties  and  State  boards  of  examiners 
should  think  mere  of  turning  out  good  teachers  than  large  classes. 

The  school  ])nildings  and  gionnds  have  been  very  much  impioved 
and  jhe  ir.iiiiber  of  gi'a<led  schools  has  iuciv'ased  evei-y  year.     Apjia- 
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latus  has  been  iucrcased,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  and  iu  this 
respect  our  schools  are  second  to  none. 

Another  thing  to  be  deplored  is  the  fact  that  some  of  the  school 
boards  have  used  the  increased  appropriation  to  decrease  their  taxes 
instead  of  to  improve  their  schools. 

Now,  as  I  retire  from  the  office  I  have  held  so  long,  I  wish  to 
(hank  the  directors  who  have  so  nobly  stood  for  better  schools  and 
himest  work,  and  the  teachers  who  have  so  faithfully  tried  fo  do 
honest,  faithful  work,  both  to  improve  their  own  ability  and  bring  to 
a  better  manhood  and  womanhood  the  boys  and  girls  under  their 
charge.  To  the  incoming  superintendent  I  give  a  hearty  God-speed 
with  (lu;  assurance  of  my  hearty  sympathy  and  co-operation  iu  the 
further  iujprovement  of  the  schools. 


MERCER  COUNTY— L.  R.  Eckles. 


The  year  just  closed  was  marked  by  a  forward  movement  in  the 
school  work  of  the  county.  Our  teachers  are  developing  a  higher 
degree  of  eiticiency.  I  held  sixty-one  educational  meetings  in  the 
county,  which  were  attended  by  teachers,  directors,  pupils  and 
patrons.  The  work  done  in  these  meetings  aroused  a  new  interest 
in  the  communities  in  which  they  were  held  and  all  agreed  in  that 
they  were  a  great  advantage  to  the  schools.  I  hope  to  continue  this 
line  of  work  the  coming  year  with  much  greater  profit  to  the  schools. 

There  have  been  four  new  houses  built  during  the  year,  one  in 
Lackawannock  township,  one  in  Worth  township,  one  in  Hickory 
township  and  one  in  Coolspring  township.  Three  are  well  finished, 
one-room  buildings,  and  are  supplied  with  excellent  furniture  and 
black-boards.  The  one  in  Coolspring  is  a  brick  structure,  hand- 
somely designed;  warmed  by  a  heater  and  built  at  a  cost  of  |1,800.()(). 
1 1  is  the  finest  one-room  building  in  our  county.  The  one  in  Hickory 
is  a  two-room  building,  heated  by  natural  gas  and  is  built  in  accord- 
ance with  the  best  sanitary  regulations. 

"Slixnx  houses  were  refurnished  during  the  year,  so  that  now  it 
might  be  said  we  have  but  few  uncomfortable  school  houses  in  llie 
county. 

The  county  institnt*'  was  held  the  last  week  in  August,  jnsl  pre- 
ceding the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September.  Of  the  iiiniiy  good 
iustihiles  held  in  oui'  connlv,  this  was  conceded  lo  l)e  the  liesl.     it 
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was  a  (k'ltarlui'o  from  (lie  usual  lime  of  li()l<liM«;  inslilulc  aud  mcl  at 
lii'st  with  some  criticism.  I  am  satisfied  tiiat  it  added  one  month  to 
the  elliciency  of  our  scliools;  our  teachers  commenced  their  terras' 
work  with  a  readiness  and  an  enthusiasm  wliich  manifested  itself 
during  the  whole  term.  Half  the  time  our  institute  was  divided  and 
special  instruction  was  given  in  graded  and  ungraded  work.  The 
instructors  were  Supt.  K.  M.  McNeal,  Dr.  C.  II.  Albert,  Prof.  J.  A. 
Cooper,  Dr.  Albert  Mallbv,  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Prof. 
Theodore  Carmichael  and  Prof.  Geo.  H.  Lamb.  The  institute  was  a 
success  in  attendance,  instruction  and  interest. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
School  Department  for  advice  and  assistance,  to  the  press  for  many 
courtesies,  to  the  earnest  and  faithful  teachers  for  their  constant  co- 
operation, to  the  directors  for  their  efforts  in  improving  the  schools, 
and  to  all  friends  of  education  who  so  kindly  assisted  me  in  carrying 
on  the  work. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— G.  T.  Cooper. 


Another  year  in  the  history  of  our  schools  has  passed.  Again  we 
i-ecord  our  successes  and  our  failures  to  be  examined  and  read  by 
those  most  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  our  public  schools. 

The  school  year  now  ended  has  been  prolific  of  good  results,  and 
best  results  are  certain  evidences  of  right  efforts  along  the  proper 
lines.  In  most  instances  it  seems  to  have  been  the  purpose  of  our 
directors  to  employ  only  the  best  qualified  teachers  who  have  aimed 
to  render  honest,  faithful  service.  However,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  occasionally  the  "dead  line"  teacher  and  the  inexperienced 
teacher,  with  poor  certificate  and  no  natural  qualifications  is  chosen 
in  preference  to  the  best  qualified  teacher.  In  justice  to  the  children 
and  the  cause  of  public  education,  the  best  qualified  teachers  should 
be  emplo3-ed  to  teach  our  public  schools,  and  sympathy  for  those  in 
need  or  the  common  tendency  to  favor  friends  and  relatives,  should 
never  influence  the  selection  of  teachers. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  better  results  w-ould  be  secured  in  some 
of  our  schools  if  there  were  fewer  changes  of  teachers.  A  live,  pro- 
gressWe  teacher  should  teach  the  sam.e  school  several  successive 
terms.     The  same  is  true  of  directors.     A  live  director,  who  makes  a 
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study  of  school  questions,  will  do  better  service  at'ter  a  term's  experi- 
ence, but  too  frequently  our  best  directors  are  defeated  because  of 
petty  local  differences. 

Derry  directors  have  bettered  the  condition  of  the  crowded  Ryan 
school  by  the  building  of  an  additional  room,  thus  forming  two 
grades.  An  additional  school  was  opened  in  Lewistown,  one  in 
Milroy,  and  one  at  Ryde.  In  Wayne,  Derry,  Decatur  and  Brown  each 
had  a  seven-month  school  term,  the  other  rural  districts  being  cou- 
tined  to  the  minimum  length  of  term,  six  months. 

Local  insiitutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  Those 
institutes,  for  tin-  niost  part,  were  interesting  and  were  well  at- 
tended. A  local  institute  for  graded  schools  only  was  held  in 
Lewistown  at  which  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  gave  an  interesting  and 
instructive  lecture, 

A  number  of  our  old  teachers  considered  our  county  institute  the 
best  ever  held  in  our  county. 

Our  able  instructors,  Dr.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Supt.  J. 
M.  Berkey  and  Prof.  Sprenkel  did  excellent  w-ork  as  instructors. 
The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  of  a  high  order. 

The  summer  normal,  held  at  Reedsville,  was  well  attended,  and 
my  assistants, P.of.  Dei^rk-k,  of  Kutztown.  and  Prof.  W.  F.  Kennedy, 
of  Lewistown,  rendered  good  service.  Prof.  Deatrick  is  a  master 
teacher  of  psychology  and  color  lessons. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  continues  to  meet  semi-annually 
at  the  county  seat,  and  the  discussions  and  suggestions  in  the  con- 
vention?! have  been  lielpful  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 

If  directors  were  paid  as  much  as  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  per 
year  to  cover  necessary  expenses,  on  condition  that  they  attend  ihe 
County  Directors'  Association  one  or  two  days  at  the  county  institute 
and  attend  the  regular  meetings  of  the  boards,  I  sincerely  believe 
it  would  be  a  step  in  the  line  of  effective  improvement.  If  the  matter 
of  additional  expense  be  made  an  objection  to  paying  the  legitimate 
expenses  of  directors  let  the  number  of  directors  in  a  single  school 
district  be  three  instead  of  six. 

In  this  connection,  I  thankfully  appreciate  the  kindnesa  of 
teachers,  directors  and  friends  all  over  the  county  whose  kindnesses, 
words  of  encouragement  and  hospitality  I  have  enjoyed  during  my 
first  term  in  the  oflSce  of  county  superintendent.  Should  it  be  in 
keeping  w-ith  the  will  of  a  kind  Providence  to  spare  my  health  and 
life  to  labor  for  the  good  of  our  public  schools  to  the  end  of  the  term 
upon  which  I  have  entered,  I  hope  by  the  continued  co-operation  of 
teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  friends  to  bo  able  to  do  better  work 
as  the  result  of  my  experience  in  connection  with  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  office, 

rt  is  with  rcgr(t  that  I  enter  upon  the  closing  thouglits  of  these 
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biii'i'  uoU'S  wliirli  have  ivrcu'iice  lo  the  dcatli  of  one  of  oiii-  iiiusl 
coiupcteiil  aiitl  long  ie«p«.'ctcd  leacliers,  riof.  \V.  C.  MelJU'iialu'ii, 
who  departed  this  life  at  liis  home,  at  Milroy,  Pa.,  January  L'l',  i81jr>. 
I'rof.  Mc<Jlenahen  died  as  the  result  of  a  complication  of  diseas<'.s 
that  had  been  preying  upon  his  .system  several  years.  In  ke(,*ping 
with  lh(?  zeal  and  energy  that  marked  his  long  career  as  a  teacher, 
he  continued  his  work  in  the  school  room  within  a  few  weeks  of  liis 
death.  Among  those  who  stood  around  his  lifeless  form  on  the  day 
of  his  burial  there  were  perhaps  no  more  sincere  mourners  tliau  tin* 
boys  and  girls  of  the  Milroy  grammar  school,  over  whom  he  had 
receutly  presided  in  the  capacity  of  teacher.  The  deceased  was 
about  sixtj-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had  been  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  for  forty  years,  most  of  his  teaching 
having  been  doue  in  Mitiliin  county.  During  the  management  of  the 
Ivishacoquillas  seminary,  in  the  beautiful  Kishacoquillas  Valley,  by 
Prof.  John  M.  Bell,  I'rof.  McClenahen  was  one  of  the  efficient  corps 
of  teachers  and  the  writer  was  a  student.  In  1878,  Prof.  McClenalu:n 
was  elected  sup(^]"intendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Mifflin  county, 
and  was  re-elected  on  first  ballot  in  1881.  In  his  official  capacity,  he 
was  able,  firm,  kind  and  just,  and  the  schools  prospered  under  his 
wise  and  able  supervision.  Though  he  differed  from  many  others  in 
his  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures,  he  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  church  to  which  he  belonged,  and  a  gentleman  of  excellent 
Christian  character, 

"A  radiant  uloud  is  now  thy  seat, 
And  eartti  lies  stretched  beneath  thy  feet; 
Ten  thouaand  thousands  witli  thee  sing, 
And  share  the  triinnpli  of  tlieir  king." 


MONKOE  COUNTY— T.  H.  Serfass. 


In  submitting  my  third  annual  report,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
work  of  the  schools  in  general  during  the  past  year  compares  very 
favorably  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  while  in  certain  respects, 
and  in  some  instances,  the  results  surpass  that  of  any  previous  year. 
The  teaching  force  w-as  stronger  on  an  average,  professionally,  and 
the  superior  excellence  which  characterized  the  work  in  some  of  the 
schools,  is  the  result  of  an  intelligent  application  of  professional 
knowledge.     A   movement  has  been  inaugurated  towards  a  higher 
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slaudtii'd  of  professional  qualification,  and  it  shall  continue  to  be  au 
objective  point  in  my  work  as  superintendent,  believing  that  it  will 
not  only  add  directly  to  the  efficiency  of  our  schools,  but  also  serve 
as  a  means  to  create  a  deeper  interest  in  their  welfare,  and  to  com- 
mand greater  liberality  in  their  support.  I  have  faith  in  the  people, 
but  my  hope  rests  on  the  teacher  for  its  realization. 

Four  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  one  in  each 
of  the  following  districts:  Barrett,  Polk,  Smithfield  and  Middle 
Smithfield.  They  are  all  neat,  substantial  buildings,  reflecting 
thoughtfulness  and  good  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  directors.  Evi- 
dently, our  school  officers  are  losing  faith  in  that  theory  of  public 
econom}^,  which  fixes  the  eye  on  the  dollar  and  loses  sight  of  the 
adaptability,  comrort  and  durability  of  our  public  school  houses. 
Throughout  the  county,  the  directors  have  been  manifesting  a  pro- 
gressive spirit  in  the  matter  of  improvements.  Nicely  finished  out- 
houses, and  newly  painted  school  houses,  new  and  improved  desks, 
attracted  my  attention  and  were  noted  with  much  pleasure. 

Teachers'  local  institutes  received  more  than  usual  attention 
during  the  past  year.  In  the  early  part  of  the  winter  I  announced  a 
series  of  twelve  meetings  to  be  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
during  the  term.  Believing  that  the  principle  of  self-activity  applies 
as  well  to  the  teacher  as  to  the  pupil,  the  active  work  of  the  institutes 
was  assigned  principally  to  the  teachers  of  our  j^ublic  schools.  They 
responded  to  their  names  with  carefully  prepared  talks  or  papers, 
which,  with  the  practical  discussions  that  followed,  rendered  these 
meetings  profitable  to  the  teachers  and  interesting  to  all  present.  A 
commendable  degree  of  interest  was  manifested  by  the  teachers  in 
general;  school  directors  attended  them  and  in  several  districts  took 
an  active  part  in  the  proceedings;  patrons  and  pupils  of  our  public 
schools  showed  a  growing  interest  by  their  attendance. 

The  county  institute  was  highly  appreciated.  There  was  one  tesli- 
luony — teachers  and  the  public  uniting — "the  best  institute  ever  held 
in  the  county."  The  following  were  the  instructors:  Drs.  E.  E. 
White,  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Profs.  H.  W.  Elson,  E.  L.  Kemp,  Charles  H. 
Albert,  A.  H.  Hibshman,  Mrs.  E.  Lamb  and  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh,  con- 
ductor of  music.  Principal  W.  H.  Ramsey,  W.  A.  Shafer,  of  the 
Stroudsburg,  and  Principal  J.  J.  Uuger,  of  the  East  Stroudsburg 
schools,  also  took  active  part  in  the  regular  programme.  Tlie 
evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Lectures  by  Dr.  White, 
State  Superintendent  Schaeffer  and  Col.  Bain;  concert  by  the  Arion 
Lady  Quartette. 

The  graduating  dasi^es  of  the  Stroudsburg  and  East  Stroudsburg 
high  schools  were  the  strongest,  in  average  sfholarship,  and  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  those  schools.  From  the  former,  ten  were 
graduation;  from  U\o  latter,  six.     The  commencement  exercises  were 
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vvitnesst'd  by  crowded  lionscs,  and  iIk-  i^iadiialcs  |»<'i  lOi  iiifd  tlicir 
j)ar(  on  llu'  projiiaiiiiiic  with  y;raee  and  dij;ni(y. 

The  graniniai-  school  al  Tobyhanna  .Mill.s  had  only  one  to  coniph'te 
the  course,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  his  record  would  have  been  sur- 
l)assed  had  there  been  a  dozen.  The  graduating  exercises  consisted 
of  recitations,  essays  by  junior  and  post  graduates,  a  class  oration 
and  an  address  by  the  county  superintendent. 

The  compulsory  education  law  adds  a  new  feature  to  our  public 
school  system.  If  not  altogether  in  the  letter,  T  believe  in  the  si)iril 
of  the  law.  It  recognizes  the  right  to  intelligence,  and  extends  the 
hand  of  protection  in  its  exercise.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was 
asserted,  and  by  many  believed,  that  the  colored  man  had  no  rights 
which  the  white  man  was  bound  to  respect.  That  day  is  past,  and 
we  are  too  far  advanced  in  the  nineteenth  century  to  assume  that 
children  lune  no  i-ights  to  education,  wliich  parents  or  guardians 
aie  bound  to  respect. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  heartily  appreciate  the  many 
kind  words  of  approbation  and  encoui'agement,  the  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion of  the  teacheis,  the  aid  an<l  co-operation  of  the  j)ress  and  the 
assistance  and  advice  of  tlie  Department,  for  all  which  I  j'.m 
thankful. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— R.  F.  Hoffecke 


When  the  annual  statistical  school  report  has  been  carefully  pr«'- 
jKired,  the  record  of  growth  or  failure  is  stamped  upon  it,  and  ther<-' 
is  but  little  new  matter  for  the  written  report. 

The  five  school  houses  that  were  built  during  the  year  are  in 
keeping  with  the  progress  of  the  age,  except  the  one  in  Lower  Sal- 
ford,  in  whicb  tiie  cellar  extends  under  only  a  portion  of  the  building. 
The  new  building  in  Upper  Providence  deserves  especial  mention. 
It  is  heated  by  the  Smead-Wills  system  and  in  all  respects  shows  ad- 
vanced thought. 

The  Whitpain  high  school  building  is  located  near  the  centre  of  the 
township,  and  it  reflects  great  credit  upon  those  who  worked  for  its 
erection. 

The  school  building  in  Hatboro  was  remodeled  and  enlarged  at  the 
cost  of  over  §7,000.00. 

The  law  regarding  out-houses  has  awakeiuMl  nianv  directors  to  see 
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the  necessity  of  making  important  changes.  Artesian  wells  were 
drilled  in  all  the  school  yards  in  Worcester  township.  The  comfort, 
convenience  and  health  of  school  children  now  enter  largely  into  the 
plans  of  many  directors. 

One  great  hindrance  to  the  advancement  of  education  in  some  por- 
'lions  of  the  county  has  been  short  school  terms,  but  there  is  light  in 
the  distance.  Seven  districts  have  lengthened  the  term  and  the 
coming  school  year  will  show  no  district  in  the  six  months  column  in 
the  county. 

The  graded  course  of  study  has  been  adopted  in  all  but  six  districts 
and  these  comprise  only  thirty-eight  schools.  Examinations  are 
held  by  the  county  superintendent  in  the  remaining  forty-eight  dis- 
tricts. During  the  past  year,  forty-five  daj's  were  given  to  this 
work.  Fifty-one  junior  and  169  seniors  were  examined.  Of  the 
hitter  number,  twenty-two  failed. 

Examinations  are  the  best  means  that  superintendents  can  take 
to  ascertain  the  amount  and  quality  of  work  accomplished  in  the 
schools.  Examinations  for  promotions  from  grade  to  grade,  if 
fairly  and  impartially  conducted,  give  strength  and  a  firm  basis  for 
students,  the  abolition  cf  them  will  remove  a  great  impetus  and  pro- 
duce superficial  study. 

Eleven  libraries  were  established  during  the  year.  Twelve  years 
ago,  w^hen  Pottstowu  and  Lower  Merion  were  under  the  county 
superintendency,  there  were  only  ten  libraries  in  the  schools  of  the 
county.  There  are  now,  outside  of  those  large  and  populous  dis- 
tricts, 173  libraries,  containing  about  11,000  volumes. 

The  number  of  township  high  schools  does  not  increase  rapidly. 
Only  four  districts  have  established  them.  These  schools  are  doing 
excellent  work.  Their  courses  of  study  do  not  present  a  flaming- 
appearance  upon  paper,  but  their  schedules  are  fully  carried  out  and 
the  pupils  attain  a  good  degree  of  proficiency  in  each  branch  studied. 

The  high  school  at  Ashbourne,  in  Cheltenham  township,  has  ar- 
ranged for  two  courses.  The  classical,  or  preparatory,  is  designed 
to  prepare  pupils  to  enter  colleges  and  universities  and  the  other 
course  is  to  fit  pupils  for  practical  life.  The  public  school  system  i* 
intended  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  and  all  districts  should  give 
their  pupils  the  opportunity  to  enter  college  or  to  acquire  a  practical 
business  education. 

The  majority  of  the  teachers  are  earnest,  capable  and  progressive 
and  the  character  of  the  teaching  done  in  the  school  room  has 
greatly  improved,  but  it  has  not  yet  reached  the  standard  of  excel- 
lence desirable.  Some  teachers  have  the  faculty  of  pleasing  di- 
rectors, patrons  and  themselves  and  yet  are  not  giving  to  pu]tils  the 
instruction  necessiiry  to  schohnshi)),  iiieiHjil  developuieiil  .iiid  foire 
of  ( li.iraclcr.     T(»  I'cclify  lliis,  llici'c  is  needed  close  loc;il  sn]ter\isi<»n 
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by  experts,  tlullicd  uilli  ik)u<'|-  not  oiilv  to  snji^csl  but  to  insist 
upon  refoinis  beiiij;  cairied  on!. 

The  int<M-e!«it  in  county  and  local  inslilulcs  remains  undiminished. 
These  meetings  draw  lari^e  audiences,  attentive  listeners  and  good 
results  are  attained.  At  the  county  institute  held  October,  18!);'), 
there  were  157  directors  in  attendance  on  Thursday  morning.  In  the 
afternoon,  they  held  a  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Association. 
(Jreat  credit  is  due  the  directors  for  the  promptness,  etficiency  and 
interest  mauiiested  at  these  meetings.  The  compulsory  law  has 
elicited  much  discussion  among  directors  and  it  will  be  given  a  fair 
trial. 

Parents'  meetin;;?  weri;  held  in  Cheltenham,  Ambler,  Abington  and 
Lower  Gw^nedd.  Each  meeting  met  with  a  cordial  response.  In 
no  way  can  succesis  be  quicker  or  more  surely  gained  than  by  bring- 
ing parents  into  contact  and  sympathy  with  the  teachers  and  the 
schools. 

Again,  I  acknowledge  my  gratitude  to  the  State  Department  for 
advice  so  promptly  given  and  to  the  public  press,  directors  and 
teachers  for  support  and  encouragement.  Relying  upon  the  Author 
of  all  good,  for  needed  wisdom  and  strength,  I  enter  upon  my  seventh 
term  of  olhce. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— ^^■.   I).  Steinbach. 


At  th('Oi)eningof  tlieschool  term  for  1895-OG  I  placed  in  the  handsof 
every  teacher  in  the  county  a  copy  of  a  course  of  study  which  I  pre- 
pared for  our  schools,  and  requested  them  to  adhere  as  closely  as 
possible  to  the  outline  and  to  do  the  best  they  possibly  could  with 
it.  My  highest  expectations  in  the  introduction  of  the  course  were 
more  than  realized.  Fully  ninetj^  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  used  it 
to  excellent  advantage  and  succeeded  admirably.  A  few  of  our  old 
teachers  have  gotten  into  the  deep  ruts,  and  it  was  impossible  to  get 
them  to  see  the  advantage  of  good  and  proper  classification. 

I  did  not  ask  any  of  the  boards  in  the  county  to  take  any  action 
relative  to  an  adoption  of  the  course  for  the  reason  that  I  desired 
first  to  try  the  experiment  and  if  in  any  degree  successful  to  ask  an 
adoption  for  the  coming  year.  The  results  of  the  experiments  have 
been  so  gratifying  that  I  no  longer  hesitate  to  press  the  matter  upon 
the  people.  T  feel  that  the  subject  of  gi-ading  country  schools  is  no 
longer  a  (piostion  of  doubt. 
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Our  scJkoLs  \\eic-  ncNCi-  in  as  good  working  order  as  during  '.lie 
year  just  closed.  We  had  a  system,  and  systematized  work  always 
gives  better  results  than  work  done  in  a  haphazard  way. 

More  visiting  was  done  by  our  directors  than  has  been  done  for  a 
number  of  jears  past.  Tlie  directors  of  Limestone  went  in  a  body 
once  a  month  to  the  schools  in  their  district  and  it  doubtless  had 
good  effect.  The  directors  of  Cooper  still  keep  up  their  old  time 
custom  of  meeting  with  the  superintendent  and  visiting  their 
schools  monthly.  A  great  deal  of  visiting  was  done  by  the  directors 
of  West  Hemlock,  Mahoning,  Liberty  and  Valley.  The  Valley,  Lime- 
stone and  Liberty  boards  passed  resolutions  reauirins'  their  teacher)* 
to  hold  monthly  meetings.  These  meetings  were  very  well  attended 
by  the  teachers. 

I  held  several  township  institutes  throughout  the  county.  The 
teachers  and  the  patrons  took  an  active  interest  in  these  meetings. 

With  two  or  three  exceptions  our  teachers  did  excellent  work  an<^ 
gave  good  satisfaction.  One  teacher  was  discharged  on  account  of  a 
failure  to  govern  her  school. 

Two  new  houses  were  erected  in  Anthony  township.  They  are 
cosy  and  comfortable  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  the  directors. 
Some  of  the  houses  in  Derry  were  remodeled  and  repainted.  Several 
new  slate  boards  were  put  in  in  different  houses  in  the  county.  Our 
houses  are  nearly  all  supplied  with  good  black  boards. 

The  yeai''s  work  was  quite  pleasant.  I  received  good  support  in 
my  school  work,  both  by  directors  and  teachers.  In  closing  this, 
my  ninth,  annual  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to 
all  who  have  so  kindly  aided  me  in  the  past. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— \^\  F.  Hoch. 


A  revie^v  of  the  school  year  shows  gratifying  results.  Notwith- 
standing  the  effect  of  the  general  business  depression,  the  salaries 
and  the  length  of  the  school  term  of  the  former  year,  with  two  ex- 
ceptions, were  continued.  More  than  'usual  care  was  taken  in  the 
selection  of  teachers,  and  the  improvements  made  in  the  different 
districts.  Onl\  two  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in, 
Tipper  Nazareth  and  one  in  Upper  Mt.  Bethel.  Both  are  substantial 
brick  buildings,  furnished  with  the  latest  improved  furniture  and 
slale  surface.  ,      '      , 
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l>(»Ui  riiiiiislu'tl  i(s  buil(liiii;s  with  s>k'aiii  iK-al  (lining  iiislituh' 
week. 

Biishkill  ei'ocltHl  new  oulbiiil(liiij;s,  ruinislicd  each  room  willi  I'oui' 
Worcester's  academic  dictioiiaiies  and  teacher's  desk  and  chair. 
Hanover,  Lehigh,  Aloore,  Lowei"  Nazaretli  and  Plainlield  built  new- 
water  closets.  Forlcs  I'urnished  each  room  with  slate  surface. 
Moore  added  Jlnllcrs  r<'adiug-  chart  and  .Johnston's  outline  majis. 
Washington  supplied  each  room  with  outline  maps.  Wind  (jai». 
Butler's  reading  chart  and  Williams,  the  county  map. 

The  county  institute  was  one  of  the  interesting  events  of  the  year. 
[t  was  a  decided  success,  both  in  percentage  of  attendance  and  in  the 
nature  of  instruction  given.  Large  numbers  of  spectators  attended 
the  afternoon  sessions.  The  institute  was  divided  into  two  sections 
on  Tuesday,  Wednesday'  and  Thursday  forenoons. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaetter,  Profs.  W,  W.  Deatrick, 
Geo.  P.  Bible,  Geo.  E.  Little,  John  B.  DeMotte,  C.  H.  Albert,  C.  M. 
Parker,  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Mrs.  Eleanor  F.  Lamb,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee 
and  Supt.  O.  K.  Wilt.  Our  course  of  evening  entertainments  con- 
sisted of  two  lectures  by  John  B.  DeMotte;  a  chalk  talk  by  Geo.  E. 
Little,  and  a  concert  by  the  Philadelphia  Quartette,  assisted  by  Geo. 
H.  Lukens,  humorist  and  instrumentalist. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  a  successful  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day morning  but  the  attendance  was  not  what  it  should  have  been. 
A  number  of  districts  were  represented  by  the  full  board,  but  some 
were  not  represented  at  all.  Each  district  should  at  least  be  repre- 
sentd  by  two  or  three  of  its  members. 

A  very  able  paper  was  read  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Smith,  of  Bath,  on  the 
"Economy  of  Employing  Well  Qualified  Teachers  at  Good  Wages.'" 
The  association  was  also  addressed  by  Dr.  N.  C  Schaeffer  and  Prof. 
(J.  H.  Albert. 

Six  very  successful  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  sections 
of  the  count}'.  Kearly  all  the  work  at  those  meetings  was  done  by 
the  teachers  and  they  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  their  good 
work,     Li  thre«-;  of  the  districts  regular  monthly  meetings  were  Ix'ld. 

Our  graded  course  of  study  grows  in  favor  and  usefulness.  Six 
central  examinations  for  pupils  were  held  and  out  of  forty-one  appli- 
cants only  five  failed  tf)  reach  the  required  standard.  Some  of  those 
who  pa.^sed  the  cxaminsition  spent  a  term  at  the  normal  school  and 
have  since  passed  the  teacher's  examJnation  and  received  a  pro- 
visional certificate. 

Classes  were  graduated  by  the  Bangor  and  Nazareth  high  schools 
and  the  Bath.  Freemansburg  and  Pen  Argyl  grammar  schools. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  our  grammar  and  high  schools  are 
ocoasionp  of  great  interest  to  the  communities  and  atrract  large 
audiences. 
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(Joiisiderable  iiiU'iest  was  manifested  duiiuj;  Hie  past  yeai'  in  estab- 
lishing sohoctl  libiaries.  A  number  of  teacliers  collected  from  ten  to 
twenty  dollars  llirougli  their  pui)i]s,  with  which  they  started  small 
libraries  of  well  selected  books.  The  Freemansburg  schools  held  an 
entertainment  for  the  benefit  of  a  library.  They  cleared  sevenly 
dollars,  with  which  they  bought  over  100  volumes. 

We  earnestly  hope  that  more  of  our  teachers  will  do  what  they 
can  in  this  line  of  work.  Let  us  try  and  furnish  our  pupils  with 
books  whereby  they  may  acquire  a  taste  for  good  literature. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  (270)  were  visited  once,  195  twice, 
and  some  three  times,  making  in  all  479  visits.  During  my  visits  the 
condition  of  the  schools  was  inspected,  the  methods  of  instruction 
and  government  noted,  and  when  necessary  suggestions  for  improve 
ment  given. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  encouraging  and  tlie  outlook  for  the 
future  is  very  promising. 


NORTHUMBERLAND   COUNTY— Ira   Shipman. 


School  boards  have  graded,  enlarged  and  otherwise  improved 
school  sites,  made  improvements  inside  and  outside  of  school  build- 
ings, erected  suitable  outbuildings,  furnished  several  schools  with 
additional  apparatus,  supplied  fourteen  rooms  with  new  furniture 
and  erected  new  houses  as  follows:  A  two-story  brick  building  at 
Brady,  in  Coal;  two  one-story  frame  buildings  in  Lower  Mahanoy; 
one  one-story  brick  building  in  Ralpho,  and  a  one-story  brick  build- 
ing in  Shamokin.  near  Reed's  Station. 

All  the  buildings  are  substantial,  good  style  of  architecture,  cen- 
trally located,  well  lighted,  but  improvement  in  ventilation  was 
somewhat  overlooked,  in  nearly  all  of  them.  It  is  a  mistake  to  erect 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  large  numbers  of  peisiins  witli- 
out  giving  special  attention  to  ventilation. 

Ralpho  made  the  greatest  change  in  the  county  in  school  furniture. 
They  replaced  the  old  carpenter-made  desks  in  six  of  their  rooms, 
with  the  latest  improved  furniture.  There  are  now  only  about  ten 
rooms  in  the  county  not  having  suitable  furniture. 

Previous  to  the  act  of  June  8,  1891,  no  office  room  was  provided  for 
the  county  superintendent,  and  as  a  result  no  connected  records 
have  been  kept,  but  by  authority  of  the  act  the  county  commissioners 
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at  uuce  liUi'd  up  such  otlice.  The  iiileiitioii  of  llir  law.  im  doubt,  is 
that  reports,  records  of  teachers'  certiticates,  instilulc  proceediii^is, 
records  of  attendance,  teachers'  reports  and  all  other  papers  [ler 
(ainiuj^  to  the  otftce  shall  be  kept  on  file  for  each  succeeding  officer. 

The  office  during  the  past  term,  has  been  conducted  with  thes«.' 
objects  in  view,  thus  giving  an  incoming  officer  some  data  from 
which  to  work.  There  should  be  a  library  in  the  office  and  to  this 
end  we  have  succeeded  in  securing  many  of  the  State  Superintend 
ent's  reports  since  the  year  1854,  the  time  at  which  the  county  sujier 
intendency  was  established.  If  the  same  effort  is  made  from  year  (o 
year  the  superintendent's  office  may  become  as  interesting  to 
teachers  and  educators  as  other  county  offices  are  to  lawyers  and 
business  men. 

The  annual  grade  sheet  and  statistical  report  introduced  this  year 
and  made  out  by  teachers  at  the  close  of  the  term,  gave  much  valu- 
able information  and  will  prove  a  great  help  to  incoming  teachers. 
The  grade  sheet  and  subsequent  reports  will  be  filed  in  the  office  and 
may  be  referred  to  by  teachers  and  school  officers  as  occasion  and 
inquirj'  may  demand. 

The  graded  course  of  study  for  country  and  village  schools,  to- 
gether with  the  introduction  of  free  text-books  have  done  much  to 
systematize  the  school  work  and  offer  proper  incentives  for  pupils 
to  study.  The  central  examinations  brought  together  pupils  from 
different  schools,  and  the  interest  taken,  in  these  annual  tests,  by 
pupils  and  patrons,  emphasize  the  approval  and  value  already  ac- 
corded to  closer  supervision  and  systematic  work. 

In  these  central  examinations,  unbalanced  teaching  was  brought 
prominently  before  the  teachers.  Some  applicants  were  found  to  be 
strong  in  arithmetic  and  physiology,  but  weak  in  reading  and  Ian 
guage,  indicating  that  there  was  too  much  arithmetic  and  physiology 
and  too  little  stress  laid  upon  reading  and  language,  to  form  a  well 
balanced  whole.  The  principle  that  each  year's  work  shall  mean  a 
reasonable  advance  over  the  past  year's  work  is  better  established 
and  needless  repetition  is  less  practiced. 

\\'e  have  learned  by  observation  and  inquiry  that  school  rooms 
from  3'ear  to  year  are  assuming  a  more  home-like  and  inviting  ap- 
pearance; that  twelve  schools  were  not  visited  by  directors;  that 
I  he  schools  are  better  classified  and  graded  than  heretofore;  that 
teachers  are  reasonably  well  supplied  with  reference  books;  thai 
Uiere  are  a  few  teachers  who  are  behind  the  times;  that  teachers' 
meetings  have  been  but  fairly  well  attended  in  some  parts  of  the 
county;  that  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  the  first  day  of  the  term 
is  from  60  per  cent,  to  00  j)er  cent,  of  the  whole  number  belonging,' 
to  the  schools;  that  So  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  are  under  fifteen  years 
of  age;  that  parents  and  guardians  do  not  visit  the  schools  often 
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ouougii;  that  teachers  are  subscribers  for  from  one  to  five  educational 
journals,  each;  that  our  school  sites  need  more  attention  on  Arbor 
days;  that  a  fair  degree  of  interest  is  manifested  in  starting  school 
libraries;  that  comparatively  few  schools  have  a  reading  table  or 
make  usi.'  cf  th(?  daily  and  weekly  newspapers;  that  literature  and 
civil  government  are  receiving  more  attention;  that  90  per  cent,  of 
the  school  rooms  are  supplied  with  window  curtains;  that  too  few 
school  rooms  have  a  thermometer  in  them  and  many  of  those  that 
Jiave  one,  have  it  in  the  wrong  place;  that  directors  are  gradually 
increasing  the  supply  of  school  apparatus;  that  about  90  per  cent, 
of  the  schools  have  some  formal  opening  exercise  every  morning; 
tlmt  about  85  per  cent,  of  the  schools  have  an  xlmerican  flag  in  them 
or  a  flag  and  pole  upon  the  school  grounds;  that  nearly  all  teachers 
have  program  posted;  that  monthly  report  cards  to  parents  meet 
with  marked  approval;  that  the  teaching  of  observation  work  is  meet- 
ing with  success  and  books  upon  the  subject  are  sought  by  teachers; 
that  there  are  comparatively  few  who  do  too  much  talking  and  too 
little  teaching;  that  very  few  rods  are  now  concealed  behind  the 
black-board;  that  threatening  and  corporal  punishment  have  almost 
entirely  given  way  to  moral  suasion,  and  that  the  common  publi-; 
school  is  looked  upon  as  the  index  of  our  nations's  future  prosperity. 

The  work  of  the  past  three  years  has  been  attended  with  consider- 
able labor  and  expense  that  might  have  been  avoided,  had  we  been 
content  to  let  the  schools  in  the  rural  districts  move  along  in  the 
well  worn  grooves.  East  Sunbury  has  been  taken  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  county  superintendent  by  consolidation  with  Sunbury 
borough.  There  are  still  225  teachers  employed  in  the  county  where 
1  Ik;  superintendent  has  supervision. 

The  county  ii'SlKuie  was  held  at  Sunbury,  December  16-20,  1895. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaetter,  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Geo.  E. 
Little,  Agnes  J.  McMollan,  May  C.  Ermentrout,  Supt.  K.  M.  McNeal, 
C.  H.  Albert,  Supt.  F.  Bowersox  and  J.  B.  DeMotte.  The  following 
county  teachers  took  part,  doing  good  service:  Miss  Hattie  Welsh, 
Professors  T.  B.  Shannon,  H.  N.  Couser,  .J.  A.  Bingaman,  S.  P.  Diet- 
rich and  Myron  Geddes.  The  music  was  conducted  by  Prof.  I.  N. 
Johns. 

Evening  lecturers  were:  Kev.John  H.  Baker,  New  York  Male  Quar- 
tette and  Nellie  Nichols,  Geo.  W.  Bain  and  J.  B.  DeMotte.  Day  ses- 
sions wer(^  held  in  the  court  house  and  evening  sessions  in  Lyon's 
opera  house.  There  w^ere  295  teachers  enrolled.  Shamokin  and 
Mi  lion  took  no  part  in  the  institute. 

Wednesday  was  directors'  day;  102  were  present  and  a  most  inter- 
esting and  profitable  meeting  was  held.  These  meetings  have  been 
increasing  in  interest  from  year  to  year,  and  we  hope  that  eie  long, 


No.  fi  ]  Perry  County.  97 

some  provision  may  be  made  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  directors 
who  attend  these  annual  conventions. 

A  wholesome  educatiouiil  senliiiKMil  piiMails  ilirou^lmnl  llu' 
county  and  we  have  reason  to  expect  good  results  in  the  future.  The 
teachers,  as  a  body,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  interest  they  have 
manifested,  the  work  Ihey  luive  done  and  for  llieir  ro-ojxM-iition  in 
furthering  the  cause  of  education. 

Thanking  all  who  have  in  any  way  aided  ine  during  my  first  term 
as  county  superintendent,  in  promoting  (he  interests  of  the  schools. 
thereby  making  them  more  nearly  answer  the  purposes  foi-  whicii 
they  were  established,  I  submit  this,  my  third  annual  report. 


PERRY  COUNTY— J.  M.  Arnold. 


While  no  great  changes  have  been  made  during  the  past  year,  yet, 
in  reviewing  the  work,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  our  teachers  are 
steadily  ad^, arcing  in  scholarship  and  methods  of  instruction  and 
that  our  schools  are  gradually  becoming  better.  This  is  largely  due 
to  the  more  thorough  training  now  given  teachers  and  a  more  general 
interest  manifested  by  directors  and  patrons. 

During  the  past  year  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  following  dis 
tricts:  Carroll,  Centre,  Jackson,  Marysville,  Saville,  Tyrone  and 
Wheatfield.  All  of  these  are  good,  substantial  buildings  and  sup 
plied  with  the  best  modern  furniture. 

Two  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Spruce  Bank,  in  Tyrone,  and 
East  Horse  Valley,  in  Toboyne.  The  building  in  Tyrone  was  re- 
placed at  once  and  that  in  Toboyne  will  be  rebuilt  during  the 
summer. 

At  Millerstown,  the  house  was  remodeled  and  greatly  improved 
and  single  desks  were  placed  in  the  high  and  grammar  schools. 

Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  schools  in  Marysville,  a  new 
building  '^ns  elected.  This  is  a  handsome  two-story  brick  structure, 
with  all  the  necessary  modern  conveniences,  and  was  dedicated  with 
appropriate  exercises  on  December  7,  189.5.  The  directors  deserve 
to  be  commended  for  their  excellent  judgment  in  providing  a  bouse 
so  convenient  and  substantial. 

Slate  black-boards,  maps,  etc.,  were  placed  in  several  houses 
throughout  the  county,  and  there  is  generally  an  inclination  on  the 
part  of  directors  to  equip  the  schools  better.     There  are,  however, 
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a  few  di,sUi(-t8  in  wlikh  tli<'  iiercssaiy  supplies  are  not  giveu  to  the 
pupils.  This  is  false  economy  and  oui'  directors  should  be  liberal  in 
furnishinj^-  the  supplies  and  materials  that  are  absolutely  essential 
in  every  school  room. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Bloomtield,  November 
11-15.  Of  the  191  teachers  employed  in  the  county,  but  five  were 
absent.  During  the  day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  Chas. 
(J.  Boyer,  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  Supt.  W.  A.  Beer,  Prof.  Wallace  l\ 
Dick,  Prof.  O.  J.  Morelock  and  Miss  A.  E.  Radford.  Kev.  F.  G. 
AN'eidenhamine"  had  charge  of  the  music,  and  in  addition  to  the  above 
UHich  acceptable  work  was  done  by  our  own  teachers. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  lectures  by  Hon.  H.  VV.  J.  Ham, 
Judge  Alfred  Ellison,  Hon.  M.  W.  Howard  and  a  musical  entertain- 
ment by  the  Franz  Wilczek  Concert  Company. 

The  plan  of  recommending  a  course  of  study  and  reading  for  the 
teachers  was  again  carried  out  and  the  following  books  were 
adopted:  Putnam's  Manual  of  Pedagogy,  Howland's  Practical  Hints 
for  Teachers,  tShimraell's  Pennsylvania  Citizen  and  Scott's  Lady  of 
the  Lake. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  the  seven  districts  during  December 
and  January.  These  meetings  grow  in  interest  and  in  popular  favor 
and,  we  believe,  result  in  much  good. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  of  Diiucannon. 
Maiysville,  Millerstown  and  Newport. 

At  the  triennial  convention  of  directors,  held  in  May,  a  Directors" 
Association  was  orgc,  :ized.  Dr.  J.  C.  Hall,  of  Millerstown,  was 
elected  president  and  Edward  B.  Diven,  of  Landisburg,  secretary. 
\'ite  presidents  were  elected  from  the  different  local  institute  dis- 
liicts.  An  executive  committee,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the 
county  superintendent,  will  arrange  a  program  for  the  first  annual 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  on  Thursday  of  institute  week.  No 
voniber  12. 

Our  teachers  have  made  decided  improvement  in  methods  of  in- 
struction and  in  management.  We  have  many  live,  earnest,  pro- 
gressive teachers  who  are  gaining  in  knowledge  and  experience 
from  year  to  year  and  who  do  all  they  can  to  fit  themselves  for  the 
work  and  to  keep  posted  on  improved  methods  of  teaching. 

Professional  and  general  reading  have  been  encouraged  and  re- 
quired, and  we  have  endeavored  in  every  way  to  keep  our  teaching 
force  up  to  the  times,  improve  the  quality  of  the  teaching  done  and 
increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools.  To  do  justice  to  the  worthy 
and  get  rid  of  the  incompetent  and  those  who  for  years  have  made 
no  effort  to  improve  either  themselves  or  their  schools,  the  standard 
of  qualification??  for  provisional  certificates  was  advanced,  the  ex- 
aminations made  more  rigid,  the  certificates  marked  more  closelv 
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aiul  so  iiiiiiiv  (>r  I  he  less  (•(mi[»('U-iil  apprhaiits  were  icjcclcd  ;is  wuiihl 
sjc'curt'  l()  (he  sclutols  only  a  liniilcd  iiihiiImt  oI'  (oarlicrs  (lii'oiij^lioul 
the  couuty. 

One  of  (lie  niosl  (lis(oiiiiij;iii};  roatiMcs  in  our  ((tiiiily  is  llui  very 
low  wages  paid  lo  loaclicrs  and  liic  re;'liii<4',  in  sonic  sections,  tliat 
anyone  ean  t(.>atli.  W'iiile  our  teachers  have  improved  during  IIh- 
past  three  years  and  are  now  doing  better  work,  yet  tlie  wages  hav»' 
been  lowered.  Ow  ing  to  the  dilference  in  salary  in  several  jiarts  of 
the  county  a  number  of  the  pooi'er  districts  must  always  employ 
<he  inexperienced  teachers,  and  as  these  gain  in  skill  and  experience, 
they  naturally  go  where  better  pay  is  offered.  Directors  shonhl 
make  a  discrimination  between  the  salaries  on  the  basis  of  successful 
experience  and  advanced  scholarshii).  This  would  reward  the  faith- 
ful and  prove  a  stimulus  to  every  teacher. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  directors, 
teachers  and  patrons  for  their  support  and  co-operation ;  to  the  De- 
partment for  encouragement  and  advice  and  to  the  ])T'('SS  of  iho 
county  for  educational  news  published. 


PIKE  COUNTY— George  Sawyer. 


The  work  of  another  school  year  being  completed,  it  becomes  my 
pleasant  duty  to  report  a  year  of  activity  and  progress,  although  few 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  general  character  of  instruction 
given  and  in  the  management  of  the  schools  by  directors  and 
teachers. 

Three  new  school  houses  of  sulticieut  seating  capacity  have  been 
built  during  the  year.  The  first  one  completed  was  at  Hhohola. 
where  an  excellent  frame  building  was  constructed,  finished  on  the 
inside  with  Georgian  pine  and  supplied  with  patent  desks  and  good 
slate  black-boards. 

It  is  situated  on  an  elevation  overlooking  the  famous  Shohola  Glen 
and  valley,  is  more  central  to  that  part  of  the  district  and  is  a  great 
improvement  over  the  old  building  which  has  been  abandoned. 

Early  in  1895  application  was  made  to  the  school  board  of  West- 
fall  for  a  school  at  Rosas  Switch,  there  being  about  twenty  children 
of  school  age  to  attend,  who  found  the  distance  to  other  schools  too 
great  to  admit  of  regular  attendance.  As  a  result  of  said  applica- 
tion, a  new  building  was  erected,  finished  and  furnished  somewhat 
in  the  manner  of  the  one  described  at  Shohola. 
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For  several  years  a  new  building  had  been  needed  at  Rattlesnake, 
in  Dingman  district,  and  during  the  summer  of  1895  the  directors 
caused  one  to  be  built,  which  is  substantial,  comfortable  and  a  de- 
cided improvement  in  the  right  direction. 

Forest  tires  destroyed  the  school  house  at  Dark  Swamp,  in  the 
same  district.     It  will  probably  be  rebuilt  during  the  summer. 

During  the  year,  patent  desks  have  been  placed  in*  the  schools  of 
Lehman  and  in  part  of  those  in  Lackawaxen  and  Dingman  districts. 
Of  the  six  annual  reports  received  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  every 
one  shows  an  increase  in  the  average  daily  attendance,  and  four  have 
an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  atteudance.  Tw-o  districts  have  in- 
creased the  length  of  the  school  term  and  two  show^  a  small  increase 
in  the  average  wages  paid  to  teachers. 

A  class  of  seven  members  graduated  from  the  Matamoras  high 
school  at  the  close  of  the  term,  May  29.  This  is  the  second  class  to 
complete  the  course  prescribed  for  that  school.  The  Mllford  high 
school  also  had  a  class  in  preparation  for  graduation,  but  owing  to 
the  resignation  of  the  principal  no  graduation  exercises  were  held. 
The  general  condition  of  our  schools  throughout  the  county  seems 
to  be  bettter  than  during  the  two  or  three  years  previous,  yet  many 
things  still  remain  in  the  school  system  that  should  be,  to  a  certain 
extent,  remedied,  and  the  character  of  the  work  modified  to  suit  the 
necessity  of  the  pupil. 

The  law  is  being  complied  with  in  regard  to  the  number  and  kind 
of  branches  taught,  yet  there  exists  a  great  difference  as  to  the 
amount  and  kind  of  teaching  done  in  these  branches,  and,  as  a  result, 
there  are  nearly  as  many  standards  of  education  as  there  are  schools, 
and  a  general  tendency  exists  tow'ards  drilling  pupils  in  the  text- 
book facts  rather  than  in  practical  principles  that  are  most  needed 
in  the  da^'lv  affairs  of  life.  During  the  coming  term  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  place  the  schools  upon  a  more  uniform  basis,  and  to  have  the 
course  of  instruction  include  that  which  will  be  most  useful  to  the 
pupil  in  his  business  and  social  relations  with  the  ])ublic. 

The  annual  county  institute,  held  at  Milford,  in  November,  was  a 
success  in  <'V('i y  particular.  Our  instructors  and  lecturers  w<^re 
Hon.  Henry  Houck.  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction; 
Professors  Geo.  P.  Bible  and  J.  C.  Paul,  of  East  Stroudsburg;  Prof. 
Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg,  and  the  Rev.  A  me  Vannema,  of 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Both  the  day  and  evening  sessions  were  largely 
attended  by  directors  and  the  public,  the  court  house  being  crowded 
during  the  evening  lectures. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant  by  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  directors,  teachers,  pupils,  the  county  newspapers  and 
the  public,  to  all  of  which,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  valuable  assistance  given  me,  I  desire  to  express  my 
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'rijcic  is  ivasoii  I'oi-  iH'lieviiig  tliiit  the  past  v<ai  lias  coiiliibulc'l 
s(>iiietliiu<;   to  IIm'  advancenieni    of  ('(liicalional   iiiteicsls  in    Poltci- 

Ten  public  cxaiiiijialions  were  held.  'I'licic  wfic  giauled  eiglil 
professional  and  IS."!  provisional  cerlifieates  and  (liirty-nine  appli 
cants  were  rejected. 

The  majority  of  our  schools  now  begin  in  SeplenilK^-.  Tiieie  are  a 
number  that  are  inaccessible  during  the  winter  monlhs  and  these 
begin  in  (he  spring  or  early  summer.  Too  many  districts  have  only 
si.x  mouths  school,  and  wages  are  too  low  to  secure  <he  best  talent 
for  teachers.  Home  districts  levy  as  much  tax  as  the  law  permits, 
and  pay  all  they  can  while  others  could  pay  more. 

County  institute  was  held  at  Coudersport,  October  28  to  November 
1.  The  instructors  w^ere  as  follows:  Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrick,  Miss 
Eliza  Schulze,  Mrs.  Lettie  Presler,  Miss  Annie  Skeele,  Prof.  Geo. 
Sniger,  Supt.  W.  P.  Eckels.  During  the  morning  sessions  the  insti- 
tute was  divided  into  classes.  The  evening  entertainments  con- 
sisted of  a  reception;  lecture,  "What  is  a  Man  Worth,"  by  Dr.  James 
Hedley;  concert  by  the  Swedish  Grand  Concerts,  assisted  by  Misses 
Jennie  Shoemaker  and  P>ertlia  ^Vebb;  lecture,  "Savonarola,'"  by  Dr. 
\Vm.  Crawford. 

There  were  four  sessions  of  the  Potter  (Jounty  Teachers'  Associa 
tion. 

Every  district  but  one  has  adopted  a  course  of  study  and  classifi- 
cation registers.  Examinations  in  theory  of  teaching  are  largely 
based  upon  the  teachers'  reading  course,  which  is  decided  upon  at 
institute  by  a  committee  of  teachers. 

Twice  during  the  year  printed  statements  were  sent  to  teach^'rs 
and  directors  with  suggestions  in  regard  to  school  work. 

Several  new  school  houses  were  built.  Lewisville  has  built  a 
beautiful  structure  containing  four  rooms.  One  school  house  was 
destroyed  by  forest  fires. 

The  average  age  of  teachers  is  greater  than  it  has  previously  been. 

The  number  of  visits  to  schools  was  242,and  the  average  time  spent 
at  each  school  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

Death  has  taken  from  our  midst  Seth  Lewis,  a  school  director  and 
formerly  superintendent  of  this  county. 

With  few^  exceptions  our  teachers  have  been  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Since  matters  along  all  other  educational 
lines  are  advancing,  why  not  require  a  certain  degree  of  competency 
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of  scliool  diiectois.  As  a  rule  school  directors  peiform  their  duties 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  but  many  times  persons  are  chosen  that 
may  be  competent  in  other  walks  of  life,  but  lack  in  the  knowledge  of 
school  atfairs.  Three  efficient  persons  can  perform  the  duties  of  a 
school  board  as  well  as  six.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  are  al- 
lowed some  compensation,  and  it  would  require  but  little  more  to 
pay  the  third  member.  Now  it  is  often  an  expense  to  directors  to 
attend  school  meetings  besides  the  loss  of  time. 

The  directors  organized  a  Directors'  Association  at  the  convention 
for  the  election  of  superintendent. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  in  pioisioting  the  educational 
interests  of  this  countv. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— George  W.  Weiss. 


Directors'  Association. 

The  sixteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Directors'  Association  of 
Schuylkill  county  was  held  in  Pottsville  on  Wednesday,  Novembt;r 
l.'i,  1895.  A  large  number  of  the  most  influential  directors  of  the 
county  attended  the  convention  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  T.  P.  Edwards,  of  Shenandoah,  read  an  able  paper  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ''Public  Schools  and  Duties  of  Directors."  The  paper  was 
greatly  appreciated  by  those  present,  and  a  request  was  made  to 
have  it  published  in  the  county  papers. 

An  election  of  officers  resulted  in  re-electing  those  in  office  for 
another  3^eai\ 

The  compulsory  education  law  was,  after  some  discussion,  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five  members  for  consideration,  to  report  at  the 
next  convention. 

The  movement  for  a  State  convention  of  directors  was  renewed 
and  five  delegates  were  elected  to  attend  a  meeting  at  Harrisburg 
for  organizing  a  State  Association  of  Directors.  IMessrs.  Dr.  C. 
Lenker,  iM-.  Clia;-^.  E.  Quail,  Capt.  E.  E.  Wagner,  Dr.  (1.  W.  Kennedy 
and  Edw.  Kaercher  were  the  delegates  chosen. 

In  the  afternoon  able  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent. 

This  is  the  oldest  association  of  directors  in  the  State  and  has  done 
;i  "real  work  in  ;i(i\:iii(in'i  llic  schools  of  tli>>  conntv. 
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lloiisis. 

Eiglil  school  liousos  luive  been  builL  (luriiij;  the  year  by  the  di- 
reclors  of  the  iollowiug  dislricts:  lily  the,  IJrauch,  Oass,  Kline, 
Mineisville,  New  Ringgold,  Pine  Grove  township  and  North  Union. 

Jilythe  erected,  at  Cnniboln,  a  line  building,  neatly  lurnished  wiih 
single  patent  desks  and  slate  surface.  It  is  a  two-story  four-room 
frame  building,  :>1^  by  57  feet,  with  annex,  16  2-3  by  25  feet,  ceiling  i:'> 
feet.  Therv'  ate  two  rooms,  each  22  by  21)  feet,  with  cloak  rooms  (>  by  0 
feet,  and  two  rooms,  each  25  by  28  feet,  with  cloak  rooms  1)  by  10  feet. 
There  is  a  porch  at  the  <Mitrance.  Entire  inside  of  the  hnilding  is 
wainscoted  4  feet  high. 

Branch  erected  a  frame  building  20  by  M)  feet,  with  18  feet  ceiling, 
wainscoted  inside.  It  has  eight  windows  and  is  furnished  with 
patent  desks  and  new  slate  surface. 

Cass  erected  a  frame  building,  27  by  30  feet,  ceiling  14  feet  high. 
The  entire  inside  of  the  building  is  wainscoted.  It  is  well  fur- 
nished with  single  patent  desks  and  slate  surface. 

Kline  erected  a  fine,  two  story  four-room  frame  building.  Each 
room  is  26  by  40  feet,  ceiling  14  feet  high.  It  has  two  hallways,  each 
eight  feet  wide.  There  are  cloak  rooms  for  each  room.  Each  room 
has  a  separate  entrance.  All  of  the  interior  is  wainscoted  to  the 
height  of  four  feet.  Each  room  is  furnished  with  single  patent 
desks  and  plenty  of  slate  surface. 

Minersville  erected  a  magnificent  brick  high  school  building,  51 
feet  2  inches  by  85  feet  3  inches.  It  is  two  stories  high,  with  a  fine 
basement.  It  contains  a  large  high  school  room,  with  a  recitation 
room  annexed,  three  other  good-sized  school  rooms,  one  room  for  the 
principal  and  directors  and  a  book  and  supply  room.  The  rooms  are 
neatly  and  elegantly  furnished  with  single  patent  desks  and  well 
supplied  with  slate  surface.  There  are  cloak  rooms  annexed  to 
each  school  room.  Each  room  is  supplied  by  hydrants  with 
fresh  mountain  water,  and  the  building  is  heated  and  ventilated 
by  the  Smead,  Wills  &  Co.'s  system.  Total  cost  of  grounds,  build- 
ings and  furnishing,  |19,000.  (See  cut  of  buildings  on  another  page 
in  this  report.) 

New  Ringgold  enlarged  their  one-room  building  by  making  it  a 
two-story  building.  Upper  story  is  24  by  40  feet,  with  spacious  hall- 
way and  stairway.  It  is  furnished  with  single  patent  desks,  and  sup- 
plied with  plenty  of  slate  surface.  The  inside  of  the  building  is 
wainscoted  four  feet  high.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam.  The 
board  established  graded  schools,  a  most  excellent  improvement. 

Pine  Grove  township  erected  a  new  addition  to  Cherryville  school 
house,  28  by  30  feet^,  ceiling  13  feet,  finely  furnished  with  patent 
desks  and  slate  surface.  The  interior  is  wainscoted  four  feet  high. 
Cherryville  schools  are  now  graded. 


104  Public  iNSTKUcTioisi ,  [Off.  Doc. 

North  Union  erected  a  spacious  two -room,  two-story  frame  build- 
ing at  Nuremberg.  It  contains  two  large  school  rooms,  with  cloak 
rooms  attached,  a  hallway  and  two  stairways  to  the  second  story. 
The  rooms  are  elegantly  furnished  with  patent  desks,  and  supplied 
with  plenfy  of  slate  surface.  Tlie  interior  of  tlie  building  is  wains 
coted  four  feet  high.  The  people  of  XurenilMMg  and  vicinilv  aro  now 
favored  with  graded  schools. 

The  directors  of  the  various  distrii;ts  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  erection  of  their  buildings. 

Girardville  direrlors  had  the  interior  of  the  East  and  West  war<l 
buildings  painted. 

St.  C'lair  repainted  the  outside  of  one  building  and  repainted  the 
interior  of  eight  school  rooms. 

Twenty-three  (2;^.)  school  rooms  have  been  furnished  with  improved 
patent  desks  in  the  following  districts:  Blytlie,  three,  Branch,  two; 
Cass,  one;  Hegins,  one;  Kline,  four;  South  Manheim,  one;  Miners- 
ville,  four;  New  Kinggold,  one;  Pine  Grove  township,  one;  St.  Clair, 
one;  Schuylkill  Haven,  one;  Union,  one;  North  Union,  two.  Many 
of  them  have  been  supplied  with  single  desks,  which  are  preferable  to 
double  desks. 

Apparatus. 

Increase  in  apparatus  was  made  in  the  following  districts: 

Blythe  purchased  nine  Parker's  number  charts,  tw^o  Appleton's 
reading  charts  and  supplied  six  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Branch  purchased  one  Appleton's  reading  chart  and  supplied  two 
rooms  with  slate  surface. 

West  Brunswick  purchased  a  map  of  Pennsylvania. 

Butler  bought  ten  normal  charts,  one  unabridged  dictionary  and 
one  numeral  frame. 

Cass  purchased  nine  sets  of  geometrical  blocks,  nine  sets  of  John- 
son's encyclopedia,  nine  language  charts,  three  Appleton's  reading 
charts  and  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Cressona  purchased  six  sets  of  outline  maps. 

Foster  purchased  three  sets  of  geometrical  blocks. 

Frackville  bought  five  sets  of  normal  charts  and  two  sets  of  geo- 
metrical blocks. 

Gilberton  purchased  eight  sets  of  normal  charts. 

Girardville  supplied  each  room  with  a  book-case,  purchased  two 
sets  of  weights  and  measures  and  bought  (|35)  thirty-five  dollars' 
worth  of  kindergarten  materials. 

Gordon  purchased  two  language  charts  and  one  reading  chart. 

Hegins  bought  six  sets  of  geometrical  blocks,  one  set  of  outline 
maps,  one  set  of  physiology  charts  and  supplied  one  room  with  slate 
surface. 
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Kline  purchased  eight  sets  of  iioiiiial  charts,  three  Appleton's 
charts  aud  supplied  four  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

North  Mauheini  purchased  eleveu  sets  of  geometrical  blocks  and 
eleven  dictionaries,  one  for  each  school. 

Middlepoit  supplied  two  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Minersville  supplied  four  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Alt.  Carbon  purchased  one  normal  chart. 

New  Castle  purchased  tive  sets  of  Johnson's  encyclopedia. 

New  Kinggold  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Norwegian  purchased  three  normal  charts. 

East  Norwegian  bought  four  normal  charts  and  two  sets  of  John 
son's  encyclopedia. 

West  Penn  purchased  fifteen  globes  and  fifteen  sets  of  geometrical 
blocks. 

Pine  Grove  township  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Port  Carbon  purchased  one  set  of  Johnson's  encyclopedia. 

Porter  purchased  seven  sets  of  relief  maps,  one  set  of  outline  maps 
and  one  Anatomical  Aid. 

Rahn  bought  two  Appleton's  charts  and  five  normal  charts. 

Reilly  purchased  seven  normal  charts,  seven  sets  of  outline  maps 
and  five  language  charts. 

Rush  supplied  all  the  schools  with  slate  surface. 

St.  Olair  bought  one  set  of  Johnson's  encyclopedia. 

Schuylkill  township  sni)plied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

South  district  bought  a  map  of  Pennsylvania. 

Schuylkill  Haven  su|)plied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Tremont  boi-ough  purchased  an  unabridged  dictionary. 

Tremont  township  purchased  three  sets  of  Johnson's  encyclopedia, 
four  sets  of  relief  maps,  four  normal  charts  and  four  sets  of  geomet- 
rical blocks. 

Union  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

East  Union  bought  eleven  normal  charts. 

North  Union  supplied  two  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Walker  bought  four  sets  of  geometrical  blocks,  four  globes  and 
four  numeral  frames. 

Washington  bought  nine  sets  of  geometrical  blocks. 

Yorkviile  purchased  one  set  of  eTohnson's  encyclof»edia  and  a  Ian 
gnage  chart. 

Increase  of  Salaries  and  Terms  Lengthened. 

Blythe,  Tnd.,  South  Brunswick.  P>utler.  New  Castle  and  East  Union 
lengthened  their  school  terms. 

The  following  districts  increased  the  salaries  of  teachers:  Branch, 
West  Brunswick.  Cass,  Cressona,  Girardvilie,  Hubley,  West  Ma- 
hnnoy.    Lower    Mahantango,    New    Castle,    Palo    Alto,    West    Pine 
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Grove,  Port  Cliutou,  Kush,  East  Union  und  Yorkville.     It  is  to  be 
hoped  other  districts  will  follow  their  good  example. 

With  the  large  State  a})j)ropiiatiou  many  of  our  districts  should 
lengthen  the  school  term  and  increase  the  teachers'  salaries. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Academy  of 
"Music,  Pottsville,  November  11  to  15,  1895. 

During  the  day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaef- 
fer,  Supt.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Hancher,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Dr. 
Albert  E.  Maltby,  Dr.  E.  R.  Shaw,  Dr.  Arnold  Tompkins,  Dr.  Byron 
^V.  King  and  Dr.  John  B.  DeMotte.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered 
by  Dr.  -J.  P.  DeMotte  and  Gen.  Jolm  B.  Gordon,  and  fine  musical 
entertainments  were  given  by  the  New  York  Philharmonic  Club  and 
the  Swediish  Grand  Concert  Company. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Zion's  (Red)  Church,  in  West  Bruns- 
wick; at  Sacramento,  in  Hubley;  at  Tower  City;  at  Ringtown,  in 
Union,  and  at  Hetzel's  church,  in  Washington.  All  these  meetings 
were  well  attended.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  and  day  in- 
struction was  given  by  Supt.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  Dr. 
Noetling,  Prof.  J.  G.  Krichbaum,  Prof.  A.  C.  Rothermel  and  Dr.  G. 
M.  1).  Eckels.  ]Most  excellent  assistance  was  rendered  by  teachers 
and  pupils  of  the  county  in  the  form  of  special  wand,  doll,  fan, 
parasol  jind  class  drills,  essays,  recitations  :ind  discussions  on 
uuMliods  of  t(\H'liing. 

Conclusiou. 

With  many  thanks  to  directors,  teachers,  the  pul)lic  press  of  thi' 
county,  and  to  the  Department  of  I'ublic  Instruction  for  numberless 
courtesies,  hearty  co-operation,  interest  manifested  in  {)0])ular  edu- 
catiou,  iufoiinatioM  giv<'n  and  assistance  I'endered,  I  resix'ctfully 
submit  my  report. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— F.  C.  IJowersox. 


I5ui  little  of  exce[)tional  note  or  importance  can  be  reported  from 
Snyder  county  this  year.  Excellent  work  in  all  the  departments  of 
our  school  system  has  been  a(  (•nui]»lished.  but  still  there  is  much  to 
do  in  tlie  way  of  improvement. 
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Tlie  most  leiiuiikable  feature  of  our  progress  is  the  coutinually  iu- 
cieasing  iuterest  luanifestod  by  the  parents  and  patrons  for  the 
advancenient  of  our  schools.  N'isitation  by  patrons  has  increased 
uiarvelously,  and,  as  a  natural  sequence,  attendance  and  earnest 
study  (.Ml  the  i)a)'t  of  the  pupil  and  efticient  teaching  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher  liave,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  resulte<l. 

The  teachers'  normal  school,  held  in  Middleburg,  was  attended 
with  (he  usual  success.  Ninety  teachers  were  enrolled.  I'rof.  1.  L. 
Jtermann,  J>i-.  A.  K.  Gobble  and  I'rof.  AVni.  Noetling  ably  assisted 
us  in  conducting  the  school,  and  by  lectures  inspired  the  teachers 
with  greater  enthusiasm  for  their  work. 

Dr.  P.  Herman  deserves  special  mention  for  iiis  graphic  lectures 
on  physiology,  and  Jay  G.  Weiser,  Esq.,  member  of  the  committee  to 
locate  and  describe  the  Indian  forts  in  Pennsylvania,  delivered  a 
highly'  interesting  lecture  concerning  the  Indian  relics  in  our  own 
county. 

Franklin  and  Washington  towushijis  erected  two  excellent  brick 
buildings.  The  buildings  at  Paxtonville  contains  a  single  room,  com- 
modious and  convenient.  Its  location  is  about  the  best  that  could 
have  been  selected.  Tlie  style  of  architecture  is  modern  and  pleas- 
ing.    Due  regard  has  been  given  to  sanitary  regulations. 

The  building  at  Freeburg  is  the  best  building  in  the  county.  An 
admirable  lot,  located  centrally  in  the  town,  was  selected  upon 
which  was  erected  an  |8,000  building,  complete  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments. The  building  contains  five  school  rooms. one  assistant's  room, 
directors'  room  and  library.  The  building  is  constructed  of  brick 
and  sandstone,  executed  in  a  skillful  and  workmanlike  manner.  The 
pump  and  walks  adorning  the  lot  are  convenient  and  admiraltly  ar- 
ranged. The  fuinisliings  of  the  buildings  are  of  the  finest,  and  due 
respect  in  every  detail  has  been  given  to  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  pupil  and  teacher.  This  is  the  only  l)uilding  in  the  county  that  is 
heated  by  steam,  there  being  two  large  boilers  located  in  the  cellar 
for  the  said  purpose. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Middleburg  during  the  fiist  week 
of  December,  and  it  was  a  grand  success  in  every  respect. 

Our  day  instructors  were  men  of  unbounded  zeal  and  enthusiasm. 
Every  speech  or  talk  delivered  had  a  specific  end  in  view,  nnd  F  am 
positive  that  exceedingly  few,  if  any,  fell  short  of  the  puipose  for 
which  they  were  calculated.  Our  teachers  s])ok(^  in  glowing  terms  of 
Messrs.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg;  Hulley,  of  Bucknell  University, 
Lewisburg;  Supt.  Berkey,  of  Somerset  county,  and  Miss  Anna  Buck- 
bee,  of  Edinboro,  Pa.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Prof.  Albert,  Col. 
Bain  and  Hon.  M.  C.  Howard,  all  of  whom  rendered  their  parts  well 
and  with  perfect  satisfaction  to  the  large  audience  that  welcomed 
them. 
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Local  institutes  were  held  in  every  district  in  the  county,  and  in 
the  majority  of  districts  educational  meetings  were  also  held.  All 
these  meetings  witnessed  overflow  audiences.  As  each  year  rolls 
round,  greater  demands  aie  constantly  being  made  for  the  holding  of 
educational  meetings. 

At  the  election  of  the  county  superintendent  last  May,  the  conven- 
tion of  directors  resolved  to  form  a  permanent  organization.  Afivv 
a  little  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  matter  took  tangible  form  by 
effecting  an  organization  known  as  the  Snyder  County  Directors'  As- 
sociation, of  which  Dr.  P.  Herman,  of  Kratzerville,  is  president,  and 
Hon.  E.  W.  Tool,  of  Freeburg,  secretary  and  representative  to  the 
Directors'  State  Association. 

The  various  committees,  etc.,  were  appointed,  so  that  everything 
is  now  in  readiness  for  the  successful  launching  of  the  new  move- 
ment in  our  county.  Great  things  are  expected  from  the  united,  con- 
certed action  of  the  directors  as  a  body,  or  organization. 

Vexing  and  perplexing  questions  of  school  economy  and  govern- 
ment or  management,  we  believe,  will  be  tlie  more  readily  solved 
than  heretofore.  Larger  sympathies  and  more  substantial  aid  will 
be  rendered  those  districts  where  such  encouragement  is  needed,  and 
a  better  understanding,  generated  through  discussion  of  timely 
topics,  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  directors  will  be  devel- 
oped. We  enter  upon  the  duties  of  a  new  term  and  year  with,  high 
and  brighter  hopes  for  the  future.  May  they,  indeed,  be  happily 
realized  far  above  the  anticipations  of  Hie  most  hopeful. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— J.  M.  Berkev. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instru*- 
tion  this,  my  ninth  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
Somerset  county.  Inasmuch  as  I  now  sever  my  official  relation  witli 
those  for  whom  and  with  wliom  1  have  been  permitted  to  labor  dur- 
ing the  last  nine  years,  I  shall  confine  this  report  to  a  hi'ief  review 
of  actual  results  rather  than  to  outline  any  prospective  plan  or 
purpose  for  the  continued  management  of  the  schools. 

From  statistics  already  submitted  to  the  Department,  it  will  be 
seen  that  so  far  as  figures  can  measure  progress,  the  year's  record  is 
encouragingtoall  workeisin  and  for  the  schools.as  well  as  suggestive 
of  earnest  and  nnit(>d  e'foits  towards  still  better  I'esults  in  the  future. 
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SomcMsel  couiilv  now  has  2\)i  stliools  and  ll,oUU  pupils.  Tliis  shows 
an  increase  of  five  schools  and  1:^7  pupils  during  the  hist  year.  The 
average  attendance  of  tlu*  last  term  was  exceptionally  good,  reach- 
ing a  litth'  over  87  per  cent,  of  the  t<(tal  enrollment.  Anticipating 
the  application  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  during  the  coming 
year,  1  have  sought  to  secure  reliable  data  concerning  the  children 
ioniing  within  its  scope.  Through  a  system  of  term  reports  from  the 
indi\idual  teachers,  we  have  learned  that  there  were  enrolled  duriujz 
the  last  year  G,117  children  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  thirteeji, 
inclusive.  Of  this  number  4,562  attended  the  public  schools  eighty 
days  or  more,  while  l,4(j5,  or  about  13  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number  of  pupils  in  attendance,  were  present  less  than  eighty  days. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-one  children  between  the  limits  of  age  speci 
tied  in  the  law  were  reported  not  in  school  at  all  during  the  ternj. 
While  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  our  people  have  already  largely 
complied  with  the  minimum  requirements  of  the  compulsory  attend- 
ance luw,  there  are  still  quite  a  number  wiio  will  need  looking  after 
during  the  coming  year,  and  it  will  require  the  most  earnest  and 
vigilant  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and  parents  to  bring  all 
the  children  of  this  special  school  age  into  the  public  schools  not 
only  for  four  months  but  for  the  full  term  the  schools  may  be  open 
to  them.  This  law  comes  not  to  annoy  or  to  infringe  upon  the  per- 
sonal liberties  of  parents,  but  to  benefit  the  children  and  through 
them  to  bless  every  home.  I  trust  it  shall  be  met  and  enforced  with 
the  same  spirit  that  characterized  its  enactment,  and  then  it  will 
bring  good  and  good  only  to  our  school  system. 

The  system  of  grading  the  schools  adopted  in  this  county  six  years 
ago  has  been  continued  with  constantly  increasing  favor.  During 
the  last  year,  the  course  of  study  was  thoroughly  revised  and  such 
changes  were  made  as  a  five  years'  experience  with  the  system  had 
suggested  as  desirable.  A  new  "Teachers'  Manual  and  Guide"  was 
prepared  and  published,  which  was  also  very  favorably  received. 
The  system  of  graduation  was  somewhat  modified  to  meet  more  fully 
the  conveniences  of  those  who  sought  to  complete  the  course  of 
study.  One  hundred  and  forty-seven  applicants  for  graduation  were 
examined  at  the  close  of  the  school  term  and  121  diplomas  were 
granted.  Of  this  number,  forty-two  completed  a  high  school  course 
as  adopted  in  the  respective  boroughs. 

The  local  institute  w^ork  was  well  maintained  throughout  the 
county  and  contributed  largely  to  the  popular  educational  interest 
among  our  people,  while  at  the  same  time  it  brought  adequate  com- 
pensation to  the  teachers  who  led  the  way  in  this  work.  The  county 
institute  was  attended  by  all  but  live  of  the  teachers,  and  by  conini'iii 
consent  was  recognized  as  superior  in  genuine  worth  and  interest  to 
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all  pieviou.s  sessioiiis.  The  directors  lia\e  also  maiutaiued  their 
couutj  organization  with  increasing  interest  and  profit. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  have  done  excellent  work.  As  individuals 
thej  represent  many  grades  of  culture,  as  instructors,  as  many 
grades  of  real  worth.  It  is  true,  we  have  yet  too  many  unprofes- 
sional teachers,  either  beginners  or  "plodders,"  whose  ambition 
never  leads  higher  than  a  provisional  certificate.  While  those  hold- 
ing such  certificates  are  not  necessarily  unworthy  as  teachers,  yet  if 
they  fail  to  advance  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  years  into  the  pro- 
fessional ranks,  thej'  ought  not  to  complain  if  their  places  are  given 
to  those  more  competent  and  progressive.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of 
note,  ho^^ever,  tliat  we  have  had  a  larger  number  of  professional 
grade  teachers  during  the  last  year  than  in  any  previous  year  during 
my  superintendency. 

In  harmony  with  an  established  custom,  I  shall  publish  and  have 
distributed  the  annunl  county  report,  giving  full  data  and  informa- 
tion concerning  the  school  work  for  the  last  year. 

Compared  with  the  public  school  records  of  the  county  of  1887, 
nine  years  ago,  there  has  been  a  marked  advancement  along  all  edu- 
cational lines.  The  minimum  school  term  was  increased  from  five  to 
six  months,  six  new  districts  were  formed,  and  forty  new  schools  es- 
lal.lishcd.  The  enrollment  of  pupils  has  increased  from  !),803  to 
ll,oOO,  the  average  attendance  from  6,607  to  7,979;  teachers'  wage* 
frohi  $34,826  to  |53,952.63;  the  State  appropriation  from  $6,802  to 
136,051.60.  Eighty-two  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the 
nine  years,  and  many  other  improvements  were  made  in  houses,  fur- 
niture and  school  grounds. 

Th(^  improvement  in  the  teaching  force  of  the  county  cannot  be 
measured  in  figures,  but  I  am  confident  that  the  teachers  have  not 
only  kept  pace  with  the  advancement  along  other  lines,  l»ut  have 
really  led  the  way  in  the  march  of  progress.  Many  have  graduated 
from  the  State  normal  schools  and  many  more  have  taken  partial 
course  in  professional  training.  The  standard  of  qualifications  re- 
quired for  admission  to  the  teachers'  ranks  has  been  steadily  ad- 
vanced from  year  to  year,  a  policy  loyally  supported  by  directors  and 
teachers  and  productive  of  advanced  study,  higher  worth  and  better 
work  in  the  schools.  While  all  has  not  been  accomplished  that  the 
privileges  and  possibilities  of  the  nine  years  afforded,  and  while 
there  are  yet  many  weak  places  to  be  strengthened  and  much  work 
to  be  done  to  make  the  schools  of  the  county  what  their  importance 
demands  and  their  highest  efficiency  requires,  yet  so  much  has  been 
done  during  these  years  as  to  indicate  active,  earnest  work  by  direct- 
ors and  teachers,  to  reveal  a  spirit  of  substantial  progress,  and  to 
j)oint  the  way  to  still  better  results  in  coming  years. 

And  now  my  work  here  is  done.     Nine  years  ago  T  assniued  the 
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duties  of  couuly  .supciN  isioii  scarcely  realiiiiiig  llic  lespuiisibiliLics 
the  position  brought  me  and  the  arduous  worlc  required.  During  the 
years  that  followed  I  have  given  to  the  schools  of  this,  my  native, 
county  my  most  earnest  and  faithful  service,  often  conscious,  how- 
ever, of  coming  far  short  of  what  I  had  hoped  to  accomplish. 
Through  these  years  I  have  sought  to  organize  the  workers  and  to 
systematize  the  work,  so  far  as  system  and  organization  seemed  to 
be  essential  to  our  educational  progress.  But  the  machinery  of 
school  management,  however  necessary,  is  in  itself  a  lifeless  thing 
and  powerless  to  accomplish  the  end  sought.  It  needs,  must  have 
the  inspiration  of  a  genuine  interest,  the  stimulus  of  a  warm  sym- 
pathy, the  encouragement  of  appreciated  effort  and  the  spirit  of 
friendly  helpfulness.  >\'hile,  therefore,  1  shall  not  forget  the  work, 
I  shall  remember  most  gratefully  the  workers,  the  helpers,  the 
friends.  If  these  nine  years  have  been  full  of  hard  work,  they  have 
been  equally  full  of  genuine  interest  and  pleasure,  lightened  and 
brighleued  by  many  friendships.  I  have  become  attached  to  the 
work  and  the  workers  as  well.  It  causes  me  to  regret  to  leave  it 
and  tlieui.  TIh'  cheerful  co-operatinu  of  tt^achers,  the  cordial  supjtort 
of  directors,  the  kindness  and  hosi)itality  of  friends  always  and 
everywhere  accorded  me,  call  for  lasting  and  grateful  recogni- 
tion, and  shall  ever  hold  a  sacred  place  in  my  memory.  But  called 
to  another  position  of  equal  responsibility  and  honor,  I  now  yield  my 
place  to  my  worthy  successor,  for  whom  I  can  ask  no  more  loyal  and 
constant  support  than  has  been  given  to  me. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— P.  W.  Meylert. 


In  reviewing  the  educational  work  of  this  county  for  the  past  year, 
I  find  encouragement  in  many  evidences  of  progress.  In  some  dis- 
tricts the  school  term  has  been  lengthened;  in  others  better  salaries 
have  been  paid  the  teachers;  in  others,  old  uncomfortable  houses 
have  been  abandoned  and  buildings  more  in  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  the  age  have  been  erected.  An  ample  supply  of  books  and  sta- 
tionery in  nearly  all  the  schools  has  added  much  to  their  efficiency. 
Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  shown  great  interest  in  their  work,  and 
their  willingness  to  attend  educational  meetings  and  take  advantage 
of  every  opportunity  for  self-improvement  within  their  reach,  renders 
the  outlook  for  the  future  full  of  encouragement. 
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School  Terms. 

Last  year's  report  showed  the  average  term  to  be  6.32  months. 
The  average  length  of  term  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  189G,  was 
6.36  months.  This  increase,  though  slight,  indicates  progress.  I 
trust  that  next  year's  report  may  show  substantial  gains  in  this  di- 
rection. 

Salaries  of  Teachers. 

The  average  monthly  salary  of  teachers  for  the  year  ending  June  1, 
1895,  was  132.11.  Last  year  the  average  salary  was  |31.71.  This 
decrease  was  owing  to  the  lowering  of  salaries  in  tw^o  districts. 
Some  districts  have  seen  the  economy  of  paying  living  salaries  and 
then  accepting  only  those  teachers  who  hold  the  higher  grades  of  cer- . 
tificates.  I  trust  many  of  our  school  boards  will  see  the  wisdom  of 
such  a  course. 

Improvements  in  Furnishing. 

More  slate  black-boards  were  supplied  during  the  year  than  ever 
before.  This  is  an  indication  of  a  progressive  spirit  on  the  part  of 
the  directors.  Several  boards  have  decided  to  put  slate  in  one  or 
two  rooms  each  year  until  they  are  all  supplied.  By  this  method  the 
expense  will  not  be  felt  and  in  a  few  years  all  further  expenditurt? 
or  scliuol  tunds  lor  black-boards  will  cease. 

There  are  now  only  two  rooms  in  the  county  not  supplied  with 
patent  furniture.  Single  seats  and  desks  are  taking  the  place  of  the 
old  kind,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  teachers  and  the  improve- 
ment of  order  in  the  schools.  I  sincerely  hope  that  all  school  boards 
will,  ere  long,  supply  their  rooms  with  single  instead  of  double  seats. 

Institutes, 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  DuShoie  <liniiig  the  last  week  in 
December.  It  was  a  highly  satisfactory  meeting.  All  but  three 
teachers  were  present.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Deputy  State  Superintendent;  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  principal  of  East 
Stroudsburg  State  Normal;  Supt.  J.  M.  Berkey,  Somerset  county; 
Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell,  Mansfield  State  Normal.  Evening  lectures 
were  given  by  Dr.  Houck  and  Prof.  Bible,  and  a  very  fine  musical  en- 
tertainment by  the  New  York  Male  Quartette.  In  numbers,  enthu- 
siasm and  results  this  institute  outranked  any  yet  held. 

The  Normal  institute  was  held  at  Sonestown  in  August.  About 
three-fourths  of  the  teachers  were  enrolled.  The  work  was  of  a 
practical  nature,  consisting  of  a  review  of  the  branches  in  which  the 
teachers  are  examined.     This  institute  was  in  session  four  weeks. 

Six  local  institutes  were  held  during:  the  year  in  different  sections 
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ol  the  couiiiv.  The  iiiootings  were  well  iit  tended  by  both  teachers 
aud  citizens.  Tlie  discussions  upon  the  branches  taught,  methods 
empU>yed,  improvements  contemplated  aud  a  great  variety  of  similar 
school  questions  rendered  the  meetings  interesting  and  protitable. 

Teachers. 

The  greatest  hope  we  have  of  increasing  the  etticiency  of  our 
schools  is  by  strengthening  our  teaching  force.  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  many  of  our  teachers  are  in  earnest  in  their  efforts  to  prepare 
themselves  for  their  work.  Every  year  finds  more  of  them  attend- 
ing State  normal  schools  or  other  excellent  institutions  of  learning. 
Many  have  determined  to  rise  higher  than  the  provisional  certificate 
grade.  This  is  a  worthy  aspiration.  Such  teachers  will  always  be  in 
♦lemand  in  districts  where  respectable  salaries  are  paid. 

The  I'xaminations  show  a  nuirked  degree  of  progress  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  each  year  so  far  as  scholarship  is  concerned.  In 
order  to  raise  the  standard  of  qualifications  the  e.\amiuations  will  be 
made  more  searching  every  year  and  certificates  refused  incompetent 
applicants  and  withheld  from  uni)rogressive  teachers. 

A  few  of  our  teachers  did  better  work  three  years  ago  than  they 
are  doing  to-day.  They  have  ceased  to  grow.  Directors  should  re- 
fuse to  employ  any  but  li\'e  teachers.  When  a  teacher  is  satisfied 
year  after  year  with  the  lowest  grade  of  certificate,  with  the  same 
low  salary,  the  same  grade  of  work,  the  same  antiquated  methods  of 
teaching,  the  same  unsatisfactory  results,  it  is  conclusive  evidence 
that  that  teacher  has  rea<he<]  "th<'  dead  line"  and  should  no  longer 
be  entrusted  with  the  development  of  the  ;ictiv<*  powers  and  possi- 
bilities of  childhood. 

There  were  fewer  failures  owing  to  lack  of  power  to  control  than 
during  the  preceding  year.  This  was  partially  owing  to  withholding 
certificates  from  teachers  of  insufficient  age,  unstable  character  and 
limited  ability.  The  directors  were  also  more  cautious  than  hereto 
fore  in  the  selection  of  their  teachei-s.  I  still  find  a  few  directors, 
however,  who  employ  teachers  for  absurd  reasons.  Who  would 
think  of  hiring  a  carpenter  because  lie  happened  to  be  the  first  to 
apply  for  the  job;  or  a  clerk  simply  because  his  father  was  a  heavy 
taxpayer,  or  a  physician  because  his  health  would  not  permit  him 
to  do  manual  labor?  As  long  as  teachers  are  employed  for  other 
considerations  than  their  fitness  for  the  work  of  teaching  we  may 
expect  unsatisfactory  results  from  our  schools.  Hasten  the  day 
when  directors  will  select  as  teachers  only  those  who  are  abundantly 
qualified,  mentally,  morally  and  professionally.  Such  teachers  can 
be  procured  and  there  is  true  economy  in  employing  them,  even  if 
the  present  salaries  must  be  doubled  to  secure  them.  Poor  teachers 
8-0-00 
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are  dear  at  auy  price.  There  is  neither  loyalty,  patriotism  nor  good 
sens(;  in  employing  a  teacher  solely  on  account  of  his  long  residence 
in  the  district,  the  size  of  his  father's  tax  bill,  his  inability  to  do 
manual  labor  or  because  he  was  the  first  one  to  apply.  Let  fitness, 
and  that  alone,  control  the  appointment  of  teachers  for  ten  years, 
and  Sullivan  county  will  rank  first  in  the  worth  and  efficiency  of  her 
schools. 

Prospective. 

The  movement  to  introduce  the  system  of  grading  devised  by  Supt. 
J.  M.  Berkey,  of  Johnstown,  formerly  superintendent  of  Somerset 
county,  and  now  in  use  in  many  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  is  meet- 
ing with  great  favor.  Another  year,  we  hope  to  have  all  our  schools 
properly  graded  in  accordance  with  this  system. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  favorable.  If  we  make  the 
most  of  every  opportunity  and  advantage  we  have,  our  schools  will 
be  the  means  of  accomplishing  great  good  during  the  year.  Let  di- 
i"ectors  and  superintendent  perform  their  duties  faithfully  and  fully, 
and  thus  make  the  school  year  upon  which  we  have  just  entered  the 
most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the  county. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— W.  B.  Gillet. 


More  than  usual  attention  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  school 
during  the  past  year  by  patrons  as  well  as  by  directors.  This  evi- 
dently has  been  largely  caused  by  changes  brought  about  by  recent 
legislation.  The  whole  subject  of.  schools  and  school  management 
is  freely  discussed.     The  result  has  been  mainly  beneficial. 

A  possible  danger  may  present  itself  along  the  line  of  visionary 
schemes  for  further  improvement.  Consolidation  of  rural  schools 
is  being  discussed,  which,  if  realized,  will  require  much  wisdom  in 
arranging  details  to  result  in  any  improvement.  All  radical  changes 
need  to  be  made  with  the  greatest  care. 

Among  the  changes  needed,  I  think,  are  the  following: 

1.  Closei*  supervision,  by  authorizing  one  member  of  each  school 
board  to  act  as  district  superintendent  and  to  report  to  the  county 
supe:  inrc^ndent, 

2.  Three  persons  to  constitute  a  school  board,  with  duties  clearly 
defined  and  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  work. 
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3.  A  portion  of  (In-  ;4»pi(»pria(ion,  to  be  based  iipoii  tlie  number  of 
scliools  in  a  district.  A  second  portion  upon  attendance  and  the  j*'- 
niainder  as  it  now  is. 

I  will  add  that  about  the  usual  number  of  school  buildings  have 
been  repaired  during  the  past  year,  but  no  new  buildings  have  been 
erected. 

IFallslead  borough  is  conttMnplatinr:  ;i  im-w  scIiooI  l»uilding,  a 
much  nee<led  improvement. 


TKKJA  COUNTY— II.  E.  Kaesly. 


1'he  genei-al  status  of  the  schools  of  the  county  for  the  year  just 
closed  was  but  little  at  variance  with  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
Owing  to  favorable  weather  condition  and  good  roads  during  the 
lirst  four  or  live  months  of  the  school  term,  there  was  an  increase  of 
T)."!!)  in  the  total  enrolliiicnt  of  j)upils  and  a  coricsponding  increase  in 
the  average  attendance.  Five  new  schools  were  also  established, 
one  eacli  in  the  districts  of  Bloss,  Brookfield,  Covington  township, 
Gaiu'-i  and  Union. 

For  a  number  of  years  some  of  the  public  school  pupils  of  Mans- 
field liav'e  been  taught  in  the  model  school  department  of  the  State 
Normal  school.  Last  year  about  two-thirds  of  the  entire  number  of 
pupil:,  in  the  district  were  thus  taught.  The  plan  seems  to  meet 
with  piett^'  general  favor,  as  a  special  arrangement  has  been  madf^ 
for  the  coming  year  by  which  all  pupils  in  the  district  will  be  re- 
ceived into  the  model  school,  or  the  normal  school  proper,  thus 
largely  increasing  the  model  school,  and  at  the  same  time  lessening 
the  expense  to  the  school  district. 

It  \ji  becoming  evident  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  limiting  th* 
numbc'"  of  provision]  certificates  that  may  be  issued  to  each  indi- 
vidual. Notwithstanding  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  of  those  ap- 
plying for  certificates  at  the  annual  teachers'  examinations  are  re- 
jected, we  have  many  more  teachers  than  are  required  to  supply  our 
schools.  This  fact  would  not  be  worthy  of  comment  were  the  best 
quiilified  teachers  employed,  but  such  is  not  always  the  case.  As 
long  as  the  law  requires  superintendents  to  issue  certificates  to  appli- 
cants possessing  a  fair  knowledge  of  simply  the  common  branches,  so 
long  we  shall  have  many  teachers  who  are  content  to  receive  the 
lowest  grade  of  certificate  from  year  to  year,  and  who  show  but  little 
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more  piolieiency  at  tlie  seventh  or  eighth  examiiiatioii  than  at  the 
lirst.  To  limit  the  number  of  provisional  certificates  would  without 
doubt  compel  such  teachers  to  improve  or  to  quit  teaching. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  October 
28,  and  was  the  largest  meeting  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the  county. 
Four  hundred  and  twenty-one  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Prof.  J.  W.  Red- 
way,  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  Prof.  G.  C.  Robertson,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee, 
I'rof.  W,  R.  i.ongstreet  and  Hon,  J.  Q.  Stewart.  The  evening  entei'- 
tainments  consisted  of  a  concert  by  the  Swedish  Male  Quartette  and 
lectures  by  Dr.  Winship,  Dr.  W.  H.  Crawford  and  Dr.  Russell  H. 
Conwell. 

At  the  triennial  May  convention,  a  Directors'  Association  was  or- 
ganized and  the  following  ofiicers  were  elected:  President,  H.  M. 
Hutchinson;  secretary,  A.  B.  Hitchcock;  executive  committee, 
Charles  Orr,  T.  J.  Davies,  James  Pollock,  James  C.  Hadley  and  S.  D. 
Shaw.  Our  school  interests  have  long  felt  the  need  of  an  organiza- 
tion of  this  kind,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  henceforth  the 
directors  of  the  county  will  be  brought  more  and  more  in  touch  with 
the  teachers  and  tlieir  work.  -  The  first  meeting  of  the  association 
will  be  held  in  connection  with  the  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  in- 
stitute. 

Local  institutes,  the  County  Teachers'  Association  and  the  work  ol" 
the  Teachers'  Reading  Circle  were  well  sustained  during  the  year. 
It  is  perhaps  needless  to  say  that  the  success  of  these  educational 
agencies  was  in  no  small  degree  due  to  the  commendable  zeal  and 
hearty  co-operation  of  many  of  the  leading  teachers,  who  are  fully 
awake  to  the  needs  of  our  schools. 


UNION  COUNTY— B.  R.  Johnson. 


In  closing  this,  my  fourteeuth  year  in  the  superintendency,  it 
affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  in  all  these  years  my  work  has  in  the 
main  been  seconded  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons. 

In  many  respects,  public  sentiment  is  a  safe  criterion  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  but  not  always  so.  There 
come  times  in  the  rnreer  of  public  officials  when  definite  action 
must  be  taken,  when  higher  standards  of  excellence  must  be  ad- 
vanced and  greater  possibilities  for  the  achievements  of  the  masses 
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nuisl  hv  set  forth  and  advocated.  All  these  opportunities  have 
coiDc  to  nie  in  one  form  or  another,  and  whether  they  have  been  judi- 
clolI^^Iy  utilized  must  be  left  to  the  determination  of  my  constituency. 
In  retiring  from  oflSce,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  cordial  welcome 
and  manifest  sincerity  upon  the  part  of  puj)ils  and  teachers  when 
visiting:  the  schools  under  my  sui)ervision.  Willi  the  hope  that  the 
same  njcognition  may  be  extended  to  my  successor,  and  that  he  mny 
share  largely  in  the  generous  hospitality  of  I  lie  people. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— John  F.  Bigler. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  my  third  annual  report  of  the 
work  of  the  schools  of  Venango  county.  The  work  has  been  pro- 
gressive and  good  results  have  been  accomplished  as  the  following 
gives  evidence. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  have  shown  an  increased  interest  in 
pedagogical  study,  also  a  desire  to  improve  themselves  in  advanced 
school  work  and  professional  training  since  fully  two-thirds  of  them 
found  their  way  to  institutions  of  learning  during  the  past  year. 

Institutes. 

DistiicI  and  local  institutes  were  prominent  features  in  our  work 
during  the  year.  A  district  institute  was  held  once  a  month  in 
nearly  evejy  district  in  the  county.  After  the  holidays  seventeen 
local  ijistitutes  were  held  throughout  the  county.  Each  one  com- 
I)rised  more  than  one  distiict.  The  local  institute  is  es|)ecially  ,-i 
|)()j)ular  meeting  and  s('i\('s  I  lie  pni'])ose  of  keejting  tlie  scliool  inter 
ests  before  the  people. 

The  county  institute  w^as  well  attended  by  teachers  and  friends  of 
educati  vn  and  we  certainly  had  an  institute  as  good  as  the  best.  Our 
insti'iictors  were  representative  men  in  (.MJucational  thought,  jiiul  (lie 
instT-ucfioii  gi\-en  was  the  means  of  much  inspiration  to  our  teachers. 

Libraries. 

An  inteiesi  in  good  literature  has  been  awakened  in  our  teachers 
and  during  the  year  seventy-five  school  libraries  were  placed  in  the 
schools  This  is  a  good  beginning,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to  continue 
thvi  work  until  all  our  schools  are  supplied.  These  libraries  were 
procured  by  the  proceeds  from  entertainments  given  by  the  schools. 


118  PuBLio  Instruction.  [Off.  Doo, 

Hijjli  Schools. 

Sugar  Croek  district  lias  organized  a  high  school  to  be  put  iu 
operatio.M  August  :}!,  iu  accordauce  with  the  provisions  of  the  new 
high  school  law. 

Oakland  has  reorganized  her  high  school  in  compliance  wilh  the 
new  law  These,  with  the  Cornplanter  high  school,  ^Ives  us  three 
high  schools  in  the  country  districts. 

Directors. 

The  directors  of  the  county  have  organized  themselves  into  an  or- 
ganizati'  n  and  meet  twice  a  year.  These  meetings  are  fairly  well 
attended,  but  a  great  many  of  our  directors  are  not  interested  suflTici- 
ently  iu  oni-  schools  to  spend  a  day  now  and  again  for  the  benefit  of 
the  schools.  This  is  an  important  problem,  the  solution  of  which  is 
yet  to  be  given. 

Anotli'-i'  problem  is  pressing  itself  upon  us,  and  that  is  the  proper 
distribution  of  the  State  appropriation.  Our  State  legislature  has, 
for  the-  jjast  few  years  been  making  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
improvement  of  the  public  schools.  Almost  all  of  the  school  boards 
have  be  ^ij  puttiu^jj  forth  efforts  to  that  end,  but  a  few  of  the  boards  of 
the  counly  are  inclined  to  apply  the  appropriation  to  the  current 
ex])<'nse-,  of  their  rospective  districts  and  thus  keep  the  millage  at 
a  minimuni.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  little  legislation  on  this  point  to 
prevent  this  so-called  school  economy  Avould  be  very  acceptible  to 
those  in  favor  of  good  schools. 

What  to  Teach. 

We  are  often  met  with  the  (jueslion,  Do  you  not  think  we  have  too 
uuiny  branches  of  study  in  our  school  course?  Tl^.e  answer  should  be 
yes  and  no.  We  htive  too  many  ns  Ihey  are  taught  and  not  half  ;is 
many  as  wi  ought  to  have  if  taught  in  the  proper  way. 

I  think  we  slxiuld  enrich  our  course  of  study  by  adding  to  it  nature 
studi'^s,  the  ehoutnls  of  the  natural  sciences,  more  language  and 
mor }  of  nijithematics. 

Can  we  not  begin  this  work  at  once  by  the  proper  use  of  our  senses 
iu  stiuiyiug  llie  great  book  of  ualure  so  bountifully  spread  out  be- 
fore us  Wliat  we  need  just  here  more  than  anything  else  is  a  host 
of  thiukiug  teichers  who  will  use  the  means  at  hand  to  teach  our 
children  to  Ihink.  If  this  were  done  we  would  not  hear  the  expres- 
sion "thevc  is  no  reason  why  children  should  stop  learning  when  they 
ent^r  the  school."  There  is  something  more  in  our  school  life  than 
the  mere  parroting  of  a  few  rules  and  definitions.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  time  is  ripe  for  a  Horace  Mann  to  step  on  the  stage  and  cry  Re- 
form I     Reform  I 
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If  ivl(»iiM  could  lie  ln()iij;l)(  about  by  action  on  (be  ]»art  of  all 
scbi)ol  i>('()[tl<i  insicad  of  (alUinj;  about  it,  tbe  cliiblicn  oi'  lliis  gonora- 
tion  won  III  rise  uj[i  ere  long  and  call  us  blessed. 


VVARKEN  COUNTY— H.  M.  I'utnani. 


Tbe  results  of  tbe  year's  work  are  satisfactory  in  most  particulars 
and  imicli  of  value  lias  been  accoinplislied. 

An  eucouraginc:  feature  is  the  evident  desire  of  our  teachers  to 
better  fit  themselves  for  their  work.  A  large  number  are  attending 
normal  schools  and  many  are  at  high  schools  and  seminaries. 

The  local  institutes  were  continued  during  the  year,  meetings 
being  held  in  twenty  districts.  The  interest  was  marked,  each  meet- 
ing being  attended  by  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  in  large  numbers. 
The  idea  has  been  to  stir  up  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  better  work  by 
means  of  these  gatherings.  It  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  if 
the  people  can  be  led  to  think  on  school  matters  tliey  will  see  to  it 
that  good  work  is  done. 

The  county  institute  was  especially  valuable  for  the  ellect  it  had  in 
arousing  the  enthusiasm  of  teachers  and  pupils,  as  well  as  for  the 
instruction  afforded.  The  instructors  were  selected  for  their  solid 
worth  as  educj<tors  rather  than  as  entertainers  and  I  am  glad  to  re- 
port that  ihcy  were  thoroughly  appreciated.  The  evening  lecture 
course  was  the  most  satisfactory  we  have  had  for  some  time.  The 
lectures  were  of  a  character  to  lead  to  better  work  and  better  living. 
Round  table  meetings  of  the  principals  of  the  county  weic  held  each 
afternoon  during  tile  institute  and  a  meeting  of  the  piiniary  teachers 
in  separat(}  session  proved  very  profitable. 

During  the  directors'  session  of  the  institute  a  diicctors"  .issocia- 
tion  was  formed  and  excellent  officers  placed  in  charge.  At  the 
nu^eting  of  the  directors  in  May  for  the  election  of  a  superintendent  a 
constitutii-n  and  by-laws  were  adopted  and  an  earnest  effort  made 
to  interest  all  The  directors  of  the  county  in  the  association.  ^Fuch 
aid  to  the  districts  is  expected  from  this  organization,  both  from  an 
educational  and  a  linaucial  standpoint.  One  of  the  aims  of  the  asso- 
ciation is  to  furnish  information  to  the  various  districts  as  to  the 
price  of  furniture,  books,  supplies,  etc.  To  the  end  that  as  much 
help  may  be  furnished  as  possible  all  directors  in  the  county  pre 
urged  t.:  aid  in  creating  an  interest  in  the  organization. 
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A  chaug(  in  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  teachers 
seems  io  be  laking  i)iace  in  most  districts.  Teachers  of  known  worth 
are  being  kept  in  the  same  seliool  as  long  as  possible,  thus  avoiding 
the  del.i.v  and  loss  incident  to  frequent  changes.  Changes  should 
not  be  made  except  for  adequate  reasons  and  teachers  should  strive 
to  so  fit  themselves  for  the  work  that  people  will  look  upon  teaching 
as  a  profegsiou  and  he  v^illing  to  leave  the  conduct  of  the  schools  in 
their  hanOs  A  teaclu)'  who  does  good  work  one  year  ought  to  be 
able  to  do  better  work  th«:  next.  One  that  is  not  constantly  growing 
in  power  to  teach  should  not  expect  to  be  retained. 

The  time  has  come  wlien  good  teachers  can  secure  fair  wage.*, 
Some  districis  make  a  roi stake  in  expecting  to  have  good  schools 
when  meagre  salaries  are  paid.  The  results  may  not  be  seen  at 
once,  but  time  has  sb.own  and  w'ill  again  that  school  work  suffers 
seriously'  from  such  a  shortsighted  policy. 

Three-fourths  of  our  schools  have  flags,  most  of  which  have  been 
secured  through  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils.  The  love  of 
country  that  has  been  stimulated  by  the  flags  and  the  exercises  in 
raising  them  will  be  of  value  to  the  future.  A  new  interest  in 
schools  has  been  aroused  among  the  patrons  by  the  gatherings  for 
"flag  raising." 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  school  officers,  patrons 
and  teachers  to  the  fact  that  in  many  instances  pupils  are  led  to 
take  up  higher  branches  before  they  were  ready  for  such  work. 
Pupils  have  ceased  to  study  the  common  branches  when  their  knowl- 
edge of  them  was  incomplete,  to  say  the  least.  I  believe  tliat  pupils 
should  thoroughly  understand  the  common  brandies  before  leaving 
them.  All  interested  should  insist  on  such  thorough  work  not  alone 
because  pupils  will  use  the  common  branches  most,  but  because  such 
training  will  aid  them  in  the  mastery  of  the  higher  branches.  The 
graduation  examination  for  the  counly  was  held  April  27,  and  the 
work  done  by  pupils  eiii[>hasizes  what  T  have  said.  While  the  results 
were  satisfactory  in  most  instances,  llie  exaniinalion  clearly  shows 
that  more  attention  sliould  be  given  to  thorough  work.  T  am  fully 
convinced  of  the  value  of  the  graduation  scheme  and  would  recom- 
mend that  pupils  be  graduated  only  when  I  hey  have  passed  the  re- 
quired examination. 

Warren,  Youngsville,  Tidioute,  North  Clarendon.  SlK^ffield,  Snuar 
Grove,  Tiona  and  other  schools  gradunt(>d  classes  this  year.  Though 
the  courses  vary  the  work  done  in  each  school  was  such  as  to  nnu- 
mend  it.  The  high  school  course  at  Warren  is  such  that  gradual'  s 
are  admitted  to  the  leading  colleges  without  examination. 

An  educational  mass  meeting  was  held  in  Warren  during  the 
spring  term  that  has  proved  of  great  value.  Seveial  of  those  en- 
gaged in  school  work  and  many  of  the  leading  citi/-ens  made  short 
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addresses.  The  audience  looiu  was  lilled  to  oveitlowiuj^  with  pat- 
rons, and  matters  relating  to  the  success  of  (lie  sclionls  wt-ic  treciv 
discussed.  As  a  means  of  bringing  the  patrons  into  closer  touch 
with  (he  schools  it  was  a  decided  success  and  deserves  imitation. 
Such  iiicedugs  could  he  held  with  pi'otii  in  ev«-'iy  scliool  district.  To 
I'ldf.  W  .  J-.  -MacdoNvan,  sui)eiiii(eud('n(  of  the  NVarren  schools,  he 
longs  (he  credit  for  suggesiing  an<l  uiaUing  a  success  of  (his  valuable 
meeting. 

The  free  tex(-book  law  is  a  success  an<l  a  greal  majuriiy  of  llir  (mx 
[tavers  aie  greal I\  pleased  with  its  results.  There  should  lie  morr 
cllcul  niad<',  liowe\er,  to  care  lor  the  books  properly,  hi  some  in- 
s(an(es  (eachers  and  school  olticers  have  not  eXiMcised  pi(»|H'i-  care, 
and  (he  books  and  supplies  have  been  destroyed  needlessly.  At  the 
beginning  of  each  teim  an  inventory  of  books  should  be  taken  and 
the  le;icher  made  responsible  for  their  being  in  proj)er  shape  at  the 
close.  The  proper  care  of  books  and  a  respect  for  public  property 
should  form  a  part  of  each  child's  education.  The  law  is  one  of  the 
hest  ever  enacted  for  the  schools  of  the  State,  and  its  provisions 
should  be  so  enforced  as  to  merit  the  approval  of  the  taxpayers. 

The  school  on  the  Oornplanter  Indian  reservation  was  in  session 
eight  mnntlis  with  Miss  Gay  Phillips  as  teacher.  Miss  Phillips  did 
excellent  WDrk  lor  (he  Inuians,  bodi  in  and  out  of  the  school,  and 
filled  this  most  exacting  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
The  visit  of  Superintendent  Schaefl'er  t(»  the  school  during  the  fall 
had  a  marked  effect  in  stimulating  the  pupils  and  pati*(ms  to  take 
an  added  interest  in  their  school. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department,  the  press  of 
the  county,  the  directors,  the  teachers,  and  the  patrons  for  support 
and  assistance.  I  hope  to  be  able,  with  the  help  of  all  interested,  to 
advance  the  school  interests  of  the  county  during  the  next  three 
vears. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Byron   E.  Tombaugh. 


The  last  six  years  have  been  the  busiest  and  happiest  of  my  life. 
During  this  time  I  have  labored  earnestly  to  make  the  schools  of 
Washington  county  second  to  none  in  the  Commonw-ealth.  Aided 
by  conscientious  directors  and  earnest,  trained  teachers,  w'e  have  ac- 
complished nnich. 
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We  now  have  nearly  a  hundred  niore  schools  than  we  had  in  1890. 
The  school  buildings  are  far  superior  to  what  they  were  at  that  time. 
The  length  of  term  has  been  considerably  increased.  The  attend- 
ance is  more  regular;  the  teachers  are  better  equipped  for  their  work 
and  are  better  paid.  Tlie  district  institute  and  tlie  graduating  sys- 
tem are  become  fixtures,  and  upon  the  whole  the  schools  of  to-day  in 
this  county  are  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  better  than  they  were  June  1, 
1890. 

There  is  still  much  room  for  improvement.  Every  teacher  shoiihl 
have  a  professional  training.  Every  child  should  have  the  advant- 
age of  an  eight  mouths'  term  of  school  each  year.  The  school  houses 
and  school  grounds  should  be  luach.^  more  comfortable  and  more  in- 
viting. Parents  should  show  more  int<Mest  in  th<^  advancement  6f 
their  children.  More  attention  should  be  given  to  the  moral  training 
of  i>uj)ils,  and  all  wlio  lov(^  lilierly  and  desir<^  thai  humanily  be  raised 
to  a  higher  plane  of  living  should  labor  incessantly  to  have  the  public 
school  become  the  instrument  of  making  upright,  intelligent  Chris- 
tian citizens  of  all  the  children  of  the  State. 

Not  desiring  to  continue  in  school  work,  I  was  not  a  candidates  for 
re-election,  and  so  I  now  hand  over  the  keys  of  oftice  to  my  successor, 
Prof.  F.  E.  Hall,  who  is  an  earnest  teacher  and  a  Christian  gentle- 
man. Under  his  care,  I  trust  that  our  schools  may  couliune  to  ap- 
proximate toward  perfection. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  H.  Kennedy. 


The  schools  of  this  county  are  steadily  growing  in  etficiency. 
Houses  are  in  better  condition,  grounds  are  better  kept,  school  rooms 
are  better  lighted,  better  heated,  better  ventilated,  better  supplied 
with  furniture  and  apparatus  than  ever  before.  Outhouses  have 
been  greatly  improved  and  much  more  attention  is  paid  to  keeping 
them  in  a  proper  condition. 

Teachers  are  generally  earnest  and  conscientious.  The  majority 
of  them  are  reading  along  the  line  of  their  work.  Most  of  them  wer«i 
successful,  only  a  few  making  failures.  Our  teachers  are  worthy 
of  commendation  for  their  interest  in  M'ork  and  their  etforts  to  better 
prepare  themselves  for  it. 

The  county  institute  was  very  successful.  The  attendance  of 
teachers  was  as  good  as  could  reasonably  be  exjK'cted.     The  iut(M'est 
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(akc'ii  ill  the  vvuik  ul  Uie  institute  by  tiie  great  body  of  the  teachers 
was  most  inaiked.  The  instruction  given  was  well  calculated  to 
strengthen  teachers  for  the  work  of  the  school  room.  The  day  in- 
struilors  were  Dr.  N.  C  SchaetTer,  Miss  Anna  liuckbee,  Byron  W. 
King  and  (Jeorge  W.  Twitmyer,  The  evening  lecturers  and  enter- 
laincrs  were  Dr.  SchaeJler,  IMof.  King  and  ''Judge"  Green.  An  even 
ing  social  was  a  very  pleasant  feature  of  tlie  insfiluto. 

Ij()i-al  insliluies  were  liehi  in  Mount  Tleasaul,  IWnliii,  Dyberry, 
C'liiiion,  Texas  and  Waynunt  districts.  Regular  teachers'  meetings 
were  maiulaiued  in  llone,sdal(?  and  JIavvley.  Teachers  from  the  adja- 
cent districts  attended  those  held  in  llawley.  About  sixty  institutes 
welt.'  held  during  the  year.  The  superintendent  was  in  attendaiuM? 
at  eight  of  these  and  in  ad<litiou  gave  eighteen  evening  lectures. 

Fourteen  examinations  were  held  and  298  applicants  examined. 
Two  hundred  and  lifly  visits  to  schools  were  made.  AH  except  three 
of  the  schools  were  reached,  seven  of  thern  were  found  temporarily 
closed;  this  left  ten  schools  unvisited. 

In  concluding  this,  my  twelfth  and  last  annual  report,  I  believe  I 
can  truly  say  that  there  has  been,  on  the  whole,  general  advancement 
in  the  educational  interests  of  the  county  during  my  twelve  years 
of  service  as  superintendent,  and  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  con- 
tributed to  (his,  my  siiwerc  lluinlcs  are  hereby  tendered. 


VVESTMOKKLAND  COUNTY— W.  W.  Ulerich. 


In  submitting  this,  my  third  annual  report,  I  do  so  with  the  feel- 
ing that  very  little  of  the  real  progress  made  in  our  schools  can  be 
stated  in  a  few  sentences,  most  of  which  must,  of  necessity,  be  con- 
fined to  the  enumeration  of  statistics. 

What  has  been  done  for  the  formation  of  character,  for  the  de- 
velopment of  true  manhood  and  womanhood,  for  the  preparation  of 
Ihirty  thousand  human  lives  for  the  best  possible  American  citizen- 
ship, the  future  alone  can  tell. 

We  are  satisfied,  however,  that  our  teachers  are  working  with  a 
true  sense  of  their  responsibility  and  that  never  before  have  they 
striven  harder  to  attain  to  a  higher  plane  of  proficiency  than  during 
the  past  year.  The  more  we  see  and  know^  of  teachers,  the  greater 
is  our  admiration  for  them  and  tlie  profession  they  represent.  Did 
the  patrons  of  our  schools  and  the  oflficers  who  have  them  in  charge 
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but  kuow  with  what  solicitude  aud  anxious  care  the  teachers  work 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  children,  we  are  sure  a  higher  apprecia- 
tion of  the  profession  and  a  more  oenerous  compensation  for  tlie 
work  done  w(Mild  be  iJie  result.  We  feel  sure  Dial  I  he  near  faliire 
will  bring-  fo  Ihe  (eachci'  a  liigliei-  r<nvar(l  f<>i-  tin-  manv  sacrifices 
made  in  his  iiobl*'  calling. 

Kxaniinadons  and  Teachei-s. 

During  the  past  school  year  we  held  twenty-eighl  public  examina- 
I  ion,  examining  840  applicants. 

Of  Ihis  number  522  were  granted  pro\  isi(Uial  certificates,  ten 
professional  certificates,  while  284  applicants  were  rejected.  Not- 
withstanding our  examinations  were  as  rigid  as  formerly,  the  appli- 
cants made  better  certificates.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  almost 
every  applicant  presenting  himself  for  examination,  attended  school 
during  the  summer.  There  w^ere  many  more  professional  teachers 
employed  duiing  the  past  year  than  any  ijrevious  one;  there  being 
thirty-eight  holding  professional  certificates.  124  holding  permanents, 
and  120  holding  normal  school  diplomas.  Last  year  we  had  but 
twenty-three  holding  professionals,  110  holding  permanents,  and 
ninety-six  holding  diplomas.  The  foregoing  figures  indicate  that, 
so  far  as  the  teachers  are  concerned,  no  backward  step  has  been 
taken. 

Salary  and  Term. 

We  are  pained  to  report  that  so  far  as  increase  in  the  compensation 
of  teachers  is  concerned,  very  little,  if  any,  progress  has  been  made. 
Twenty-four  districts  decreased  the  salary  of  their  teachers,  twenty- 
two  increased,  while  seventeen  remained  the  same  as  last  year.  In 
eight  districts  the  term  was  decreased,  in  eleven  increased  and  in  the 
remainder  no  change  was  made.  The  foregoing  figures  do  not  show 
in  any  way  the  financial  standing  of  the  several  districts.  Sorue  of 
the  districts  in  which  an  increase  is  found  did  it  by  an  addition  to  an 
already  large  millage,  while  other  districts  decreased  not  only  in 
term  and  wages,  but  in  the  amount  of  tax  levied.  Several  districts 
get  more,  or  as  much  appropriation  from  the  State  as  they  collect 
by  taxation,  and  yet  they  have  short  terms  and  poorly  paid  teachers. 
This  should  be  remedied  in  some  way,  and  it  is  our  judgment  that 
where  a  district  has  a  light  millage  and  gets  as  much  appropriation 
as  is  collected  by  taxation  and  has  a  short  term  and  poorly  paid 
teachers,  such  district  should  have  withheld  from  it  the  State's  aid 
until  the  best  interests  of  the  children  have  been  provided  for. 

In  many  districts  taxes  are  high  and  we  appreciate  the  sacrifice 
that  many  farmers  and  others  make,  that  children  may  have  adequate 
advantages  for  the  obtaining  of  a  good  education,  but  there  are  dis- 
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tricts  wlicic  llu'  tiix  k'vv  is  but  (die  w  I  \vn  mills,  tlic  t<'nii  tlie  miui- 
mimi  ;ni(l  the  wages  so  low  that  tlie  teacluT  can  scarcely  live.  In 
such  districts  the  children  are  being  wronged,  the  best  interests  of 
the  coniinunity  outraged  and  the  cause  of  education  dwarfed  to  such 
an  extent  that  those  liaving  tli(»  matter  in  charge  are  deserving  of  the 
severest  criticism. 

Improvements. 

iJuriug  the  year  many  improvements  have  been  made.  Outbuild 
ings  have  been  repaired  and  a  large  number  of  new  ones  erected. 
Nineteen  school  houses  have  been  built  and  fifty-three  rooms  seated 
with  the  most  modern  furniture.  All  the  houses  built  are  sub 
stantial  and  of  modern  architecture,  reflecting  much  credit  on  the 
directors  having  their  erection  in  charge.  Many  of  the  districts 
bought  substantial  cases  in  which  to  keep  the  books  and  supplies 
belonging  to  the  respective  schools.  Along  the  line  of  building, 
furnishing  of  houses,  books  and  supplies  and  general  improvements 
wo  hn"\'<'  nothing  but  commendation  to  otTer. 

Institutes. 

Seventeen  of  the  twenty-three  townships  held  district  institutes  at 
least  once  each  month.  These  were  largely  attended,  not  only  by  the 
teachers  but  by  the  citizens  of  the  district  in  which  they  were  held. 
The  directors  often  met  with  the  teachers  and  took  part  in  the  variotis 
discussions. 

Our  towiishiit  institutes  are  growing  in  |to|tiil;Mily.  and  tlir  town 
ships  not  holding  educational  gatherings  of  some  kind  at  which  the 
teachers  may  meet  and  exchange  ideas  on  school  matters  are  con- 
sidered non-progressive.  In  many  districts  the  article  of  agreement 
between  the  teachers  and  directors  contains  a  promise  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher  to  attend  and  take  part  in  these  local  institutes. 

Our  county  institute  was  the  peer  of  any  yet  held,  and  was  more 
largely  attended  than  ever  before.  Six  hundred  and  sixt<'en  of  the 
teachers  of  the  county  were  present,  besides  many  teachers,  both 
public  and  private,  from  outside  the  county.  Not  one-third  of  the 
citizens  desirous  of  attending  the  day  sessions  could  find  room  in 
the  opera  house,  the  largest  audience  room  in  the  city. 

The  instruction  was  uniformly  good  and  the  evening  entertain- 
ments first  class. 

The  day  instructors  were  Prof.  W.  S.  Jackman,  of  Cook  County 
Normal;  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  of  Boston;  Dr.  George  M.  Phillips,  prin- 
cipal of  West  Chester  State  Normal  school;  Dr.  J.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  prin- 
cipal of  the  Indiana  State  Normal  school;  Dr.  Theo.  P.  Noss,  of  the 
California  State  Normal  school;  Miss  Anna  Buckee,  of  Harrisburg; 
Prof.  D.  C.  Murphy,  of  Slippery  Rock  Normal  school;  Supt.  Samuel 


126  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doo. 

HjiniiUoii,  of  AlU'gbc'uy  coimly,  and  rrof.  Frederick  A.   L,viiian,  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

In  the  evening  the  vast  audience  was  entertained  by  the  followiuj^: 
Rev.  Chas.  F.  Aked,  of  Liverpool,  Eng.;  Leland  Powers,  of  Boston, 
Mass.;  Rev.  A.  J.  Palmer,  of  New  York;  the  Franc  Wilseck  Concert 
Company;  K'ev.  F.  C.  Iglehart,  of  New  York,  and  Miss  Haight,  of 
Chicago. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  directors'  convention  was  more  largely  attended  this  year 
than  any  of  its  predecessors,  almost  every  district  in  tlie  county 
being  represented. 

The  discussions  were  participated  in  by  a  large  number  of  the 
members  present  and  much  profitable  information  gained  by  all. 
In  the  afternoon  the  directors  met  with  the  teachers,  and  both  were 
profited  by  addresses  made  by  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton,  of  Allegheny 
county,  and  Dr.  George  M.  Phillips,  of  West  Chester  Normal. 

At  the  close  of  the  directors'  convention  a  reorganization  was  ef- 
fected by  electing  J.  J.  Johnson,  Esq.,  of  Greensburg,  president,  and 
J.  A.  Stevenson,  Esq.,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  secretary. 

Again  we  conclude  our  report  by  thanking  the  directors  and  teach- 
ers for  their  hearty  co-operation,  the  press  for  its  kind  words  of  en- 
couragement, the  patrons  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality,  the  chil- 
<lren  foi'  their  genuine  friendships,  and  llie  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  many  official  favors. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Asa  S.  Keeler. 


During  the  past  year,  a  large  number  of  schools  were  furnished 
with  charts,  maps,  dictionaries,  globes  and  the  improved  furniture. 
Four  new  school  houses  were  built,  one  at  Briar  Ridge,  in  Meshoppen 
township;  one  at  Lake  Carey,  in  Lemon  township;  one  two-story 
building  at  Stull,  in  Noxen  township;  one  large  two-story  building  at 
Nicholson  borough.  They  are  all  good,  substantial  buildings  and 
the  one  at  Nicholson's  is  heated  with  the  Fuller  and  Warren  system 
of  heating  and  ventilating.     It  contains  six  large  rooms. 

By  an  order  of  court,  Noxen  township  was  established  June  1,  1895, 
from  the  territory  of  Monroe  township.  Eaton,  Ind.,  No.  2  district 
was  abolished  at  April  term  of  court,  189G. 
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Tlie  J'olliinl  .sviiilit'i  ie  sysU'iu  of  reading-  was  intro<luc'ed  in  several 
of  oui"  schools  and  the  vertical  system  of  writinj^  was  taught  in  a 
large  number  of  the  schools.  Report  cards  were  made  out  each 
month  for  each  scholar.  In  districts  where  the  directors  did  not 
furnish  the  cards  the  teachers  furnished  them.  Algebra  was  taught 
in  seventy-nine  schools.  Latin  was  taught  in  all  the  boroughs  and 
German  was  taught  in  two  schools. 

County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at 
Tunkhannock,  December  16  to  20,1895.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  A.  K. 
Home,  Dr.  K.  O.  Lyte,  Prof.  F.  O.  Williams,  W.  B.  SutlilT  and  (J.  (1. 
GrolT. 

The  lecturers  were  Paul  B.  DuChaillu,  Hon.  John  Temple  Graves, 
Dr.  A.  K.  Ilorne  and  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte. 

Only  three  teachers  were  absent  from  the  institute.  The  county 
was  divided  into  the  following  six  districts  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing local  teachers'  institutes  and  a  chairman  and  secretary  were 
elected  in  each  district.  The  first  district  contains  Black  Walnut, 
Braintrim,  Ind.,  and  township,  Meshoppen  borough  and  township. 
Second  district,  Windham,  North  Branch,  Forkston  and  Mehoopany. 
Third  district,  Eaton,  Monroe,  Noxen,  Northmoreland  and  Exeter. 
Fourth  district,  Eaton,  Ind.,  Tunkhannock  borough,  Ind.,  township, 
Ln  Grange,  Ind.,  and  Washington.  Fifth  district,  Overfield,  Falls, 
Clinton,  Factoryville.  Sixth  district.  Nicholson  borough,  Ind.,  town- 
ship. Lemon.  Lymanville. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Wyoming  County  School  Direct- 
ors' Association  w^as  held  in  Piatt's  opera  house  on  Thursday,  De- 
cember 19,  1895,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  was  addressed  by  Dr.  A.  R. 
Home.  Appropriate  resolutions  w'ere  adopted  and  the  association 
adjourned  to  meet  the  following  year  during  the  w-eek  of  holding  the 
annual  county  teachers'  institute. 

Permanent  Certificates. 

The  committee  on  permanent  certificates  under  the  act  of  28th 
June,  1895,  P.  L.  417,  consisting  of  Miss  M.  Adaline  McKown  and 
Miss  Lilian  Childs,  of  Tunkhannock,  and  Prof.  Charles  F.  Osborne, 
of  Nicholson,  held  an  examination  in  the  high  school  building  in  Tunk- 
hannock on  Satnrday,May  2'^. 1890. and  recommended  the  Depai'tnient 
of  Public  Instruction  to  grant  permanent  certificates  to  Miss  Minnie 
Sutland,  Miss  Almina  Fassett,  Prof.  John  W.  Tannery  and  Prof. 
Frank  J.  Herman.     The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  the  second 
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Saturday  in  May,  A.  D.  1897,  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  at  the  Tunk- 
hannock  high  school  building. 

County  Superintendent. 

For  seven  years  I  have  been  collecting  the  annual  reports  of  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  from  them  I  learn 
that  the  list  of  county  superintendents  of  Wyoming  county  is  as  fol- 
lows: C.  R.  Lane,  served  from  1854  to  1857;  Charles  R.  Davis,  served 
from  1857  to  1800;  Jacob  DeWitt,  from  1860  to  1863;  Wellington  La 
Monte,  from  1863  to  1869;  J.  B.  Rhodes,  from  1869  to  1870;  C.  R. 
Lane,  from  1870  to  1871;  Frank  H.  Piatt,  from  1871  to  1872;  Thomp- 
son Bodle,  from  1872  to  1875;  C.  M.  Lee,  from  1875  to  1881;  V.  K. 
Prevost,  from  1881  to  1884;  Asa  S.  Keeler,  from  1884  to  1896. 

Special  Legislation. 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  our  present  State  Constitution  a  number  of 
special  acts  of  Assembly  were  passed  relative  to  Wyoming  county. 
I  have  compiled  the  following  special  acts  concerning  the  school  dis- 
tricts of  this  county:  The  act  of  23d  April,  1852,  P.  L.  411,  extends 
the  limits  of  Tunkhanuock  borough  school  district;  tlif*  iict  of  24tli 
February,  1853,  P.  L.  608,  authorizes  Tunkhannock  borough  to  levy 
tax  and  annex  certain  farms;  the  act  of  28th  May,  1854,  P.  L.  665,  ex- 
cludes and  annexes  certain  farms  in  Tunkhannock  borough;  the  act 
of  1st  May,  1861,  I*.  L.  647,  establishes  Keelersburg,  Ind.,  school  dis- 
trict, and  the  act  of  12th  February,  1862,  P.  L.  30,  repeals  the  act 
creating  Keelersburg,  Ind.,  school  district;  the  act  of  4th  April,  1864, 
P.  L.  274,  annexes  the  farms  of  John  Lee  and  Nelson  Pilgrim,  of 
Eaton  lownship  to  Northnioreland  township;  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1868.  P.  L.  265.  annexes  farms  in  Susquehanna  county  to  West  Nich- 
olson, Ind.;  the  act  of  23d  February,  1869,  establishes  Braintrim,  Ind.; 
the  act  of  5th  April,  1870,  P.  L.  Oil,  authorizes  Nicholson  to  levy  a 
iax;  the  act  of  2d  June,  1870,  establishes,  Lymanville,  Tnd.;  the  act 
of  29th  March,  1871,  P.  L.  46],  repeals  act  of  4th  April,  1864,  P.  L. 
274,  as  to  farm  of  John  Lee;  the  act  of  19th  May,  1871,  P.  L.  970,  au- 
thorizes West  Nicholson,  Ind.,  to  levy  tax;  the  act  of  2d  June,  1871, 
P.  L.  1300,  extends  the  time  for  Washington  and  Overfield  to  organize 
under  the  school  law  and  grants  State  appro])riation;  the  act  of  lOth 
April,  1873,  P.  L.  659,  requires  independent  school  districts  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  holding  their  elections. 

Review. 

During  my  term  as  superintendent  of  this  county,  the  number  of 
schools  increased  from  120,  in  1884,  to  134.  The  number  of  schools 
supplied  with  improved  furniture  increased  from  fifty-uine  to  13.'?. 
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Twenty-six  new  school  bouses  were  built.  The  average  length  of 
the  school  term  increased  from  six  and  sixty-one  one-hundredihs 
months  to  eight  and  five  one  hundredths  mouths.  The  salary  of  male 
teachers  increased  from  |2().Ut  to  |M4.31.  The  salary  of  female  teach- 
ers increased  from  $1G.1)6  to  $22.11).  The  annual  State  approi»rialioii 
iiuri'Mscd  from  l-'Mf;.".!):!  to  >;'i()..'ir;4. :?:'>.  The  estimated  value  of 
school  property  increased  from  $84,8U7.0U  to  $98,800.00. 

Teachers. 

In  1884  there  were  emjjloyed  in  this  county  three  graduates  of 
State  normal  schools,  three  holding  permanent  certificates  and  105 
holding  provisional  certificates;  during  the  past  year  there  were  em- 
ployed tw'o  college  graduates,  fifteen  holding  permanent  certificates, 
tAventy-four  graduates  of  State  normal  schools,  twenty-nine  holding 
professional  certificates  and  sixty-three  holding  provisional  certifi- 
cates. 

Salary. 

For  the  first  three  terms,  or  nine  years,  my  salary  as  county  super- 
intendent was  $1,000  per  annum.  In  1893,  when  I  was  elected  the 
fourth  time,  the  average  number  of  months  taught  in  the  county  ex- 
ceeded seven  and  one-half  months  and  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
Assembly  of  23d  ^lay,  A.  D.  1893,  P.  L.  121,  and  act  of  29th  April 
1878,  my  salary  was  $1,500  per  annum.  During  the  past  two  years 
most  of  the  districts  were  at  a  large  expense  in  furnishing  books, 
supplies  and  in  adopting  the  continuous  term.  As  a  result  of  this 
expenditure  they  economized  by  making  the  length  of  the  term 
shorter,  so  that  the  average  number  of  months  taught  in  the  county 
the  past  year  is  about  six  and  seven-tenths  months,  and  as  a  result 
my  successor  in  oHQce  will  receive  $1,000  per  annum. 

Conclusion. 

In  closing  this,  my  last  report,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  do  so  with  a 
deep  interest  in  the  future  prosperity  of  the  cause  of  education,  and 
with  many  thanks  for  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  my 
official  duties. 


9-6-96 
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YOKK  COUNTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 


Veiy  good  work  has  been  done  in  tl]is  countv  during  the  past  year. 
The  interest  in  education  is  ijiereasing  and  the  efforts  put  forth  by 
directors  and  teachers  surpassed  those  of  former  years. 

Count}'  Institute — Instructors. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at  York, 
Pa.,  November  2.5  to  .30,  1895,  and  out  of  557  teachers  in  the  county 
and  city,  555  were  enrolled. 

The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeifer,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  E.  R.  Shaw,  School  of  Pedagogy, 
New  York  University:  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Mowry,  Hyde  Park,  ]\fass. ;  Dr.  E. 
T.  Jeffers,  president,  Collegiate  Institute,  York,  Pa.;  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte, 
principal,  State  Normal  School.  Millersville;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels, 
principal.  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg;  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith, 
State  Normal  School,  West  Chester;  Prof.  F.  M.  Green,  State 
Normal  School,  West  Chester;  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  State  Normal 
School,  East  Stroudsburg;  Miss  Amanda  Landis,  State  Normal 
School,  Millersville,  and  Miss  Agnes  MacMollan,  Chicago. 

Evening  Entertainments. 

Monday  night — Col.  A.  K.  McClure,  "The  Personal  Recollections 
of  Abraham  Lincoln," 

Tuesday  night — The  Mozart  Sextette,  of  Brooklyn. 

Wednesday  night — The  Arion  Lady  Quartette,  of  Chicago. 

Thursday  night — M.  W.  Howard,  ex-Congressman  from  Alabama, 
"The  Lights  and  Shadows  of  Real  Life." 

Friday  night — Rev.  Russell  H.  Conwell,  "The  Angel's  Lily,  or 
Where  to  Find  Happiness." 

The  subjects  that  received  special  emphasis  in  the  day  sessions 
of  the  institute  were:  Vertical  writing,  child  study,  motor  energy, 
corelation  and  co-ordination  of  studies,  by  Dr.  E.  R.  Shaw;  phonics 
and  word  building,  by  Miss  Agnes  MacMollan;  local  history,  by  Prof. 
George  R.  Pro  well,  of  Hanover;  the  Chautauqua  teachers'  course,  by 
Prof.  George  M.  Brown,  of  Buffalo. 

Directors'  Session. 

One  hundred  and  seven  county  directors  assembled  in  the  high 
school  building  and  organized  by  electing  Dr.  J.  S.  Hetrick,  of  New 


York  Haven  School 


III 

~~IHI 

^         ■■■ 

•*— 

^           -X 

<=! 

dooi- 


door 


I'lf 


^^ 


f^ 


nilding— Ground  Plan. 


No.  6.]  York  County.  181 

Freedom,  eliaiiiiiaii ;  -loliii  I*.  W  ickersham,  Esq.,  of  Faiiview,  secre- 
tjirv.  and  dames  Wallace,  of  Kas(  Hopewell,  assistant  secretary. 

S.  d.  Jiarnett,  Esq.,  of  Delta,  opeued  the  diseussion  of  grading 
country  schools.  He  made  a  stronj^  plea  for  the  township  liij,di 
school,  urgin}]f  the  directors  to  set  the  project  afoot  as  soon  as  [»rac- 
ticable. 

Ml'.  E.  li.  Goodlinj;,  of  Loj^anville,  in  this  conned  ion  alscj  made  a 
very  earnest  address  on  the  subject  of  <>radin<'-  of  schools. 

Dr.  Edward  K.  Shaw,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  school  archi- 
tecture. 

lie  said:  "A  lifty-seating  school  room  ought  to  be  no  less  than  24 
by  30,  and  the  seating  ought  always  to  run  along  the  long  way  of 
the  room.  The  ceiling  ought  to  be  12  feet  high,  so  that  each  child 
may  have  15  square  feet  of  floor  and  2,000  cubic  feet  of  air  space. 
Besides  this,  each  child  should  have  an  adjustable  seat  to  himself. 

"The  light  should  come  from  the  left  in  broad  sheets,  high  up.  In 
this  room  you  see  the  windows  are  narrow,  far  apart,  leaving  be- 
tween them  large  space  of  darkness,  ruinous  to  the  eyes  of  the  chil- 
dren. 

"Window  shades  should  not  be  of  butT  or  yellow,  but  of  a  neutral 
blue,  green,  or  lavender,  and  the  walls  should  be  of  a  very  ligh.t  gray, 
so  as  not  to  absorb  and  reflect  light,  and  jet  without  a  glare." 

The  topic  "How  Shall  School  Books  and  Supplies  be  Economically 
Cared  For?''  was  ably  discussed  by  William  J.  McClellan,  of  War- 
rington, and  Ezra  Miller,  of  Penn. 

Dr.  Everhart,  of  Shrewsbury,  who  was  unavoidably  absent,  sent  in 
an  interesting  paper,  in  which  he  contrasted  the  furnishing  of  school 
buildings  years  ago  with  the  better  furnislied  school  rooms  of  to-day. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Barnett  (liat  five  delegates  be  sent  from 
York  county  boards  to  the  State  con\'en(ion  to  convene  at  Harris- 
burg,  January  8.  The  following  were  accordingly  nominated  ami 
appointed:  S.  J.  Barnett,  Delta;  J.  W.  Wallace,  East  Hopewell;  J. 
W.  IMcDonald,  Lower  Chanceford;  John  1*.  ^Mckersham,  Fairview, 
and  Dr.  J.  S.  Hetrick,  New  Freedom. 

In  the  afternoon  Dr. E.G.  Lyte  addressed  the  teacheis  and  directors 
in  joint  institute  on  "The  Factors  that  Make  Up  a  Good  School." 

Reading  Course. 

The  Chautauqua  Teachers'  R'?ading  Cours<'  is  being  systematically 
pursued  by  a  great  many  teachers,  in  accordance  with  the  action  of 
the  institute  last  year.  Others  are  following  the  county  course, 
which  include  "Educational  Foundations,"  "Way  Marks  for  Teach- 
ers," "White's  School  Management,"  "Autobiography  of  Benjamin 
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Local  and  District  Institutes. 

As  usual,  eight  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of 
the  county  to  discuss  practical  methods  of  teaching,  as  well  as  other 
features  of  school  work. 

Nearly  every  teacher  in  the  county  attended  at  least  one  of  these 
meetings  and  many  took  active  part  in  the  discussions. 

Besides  local  institutes,  the  townships,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
held  monthly  meetings.  The  benefits  of  these  meetings  are  plainly 
visible  in  the  work  of  the  teachers  who  avail  themselves  of  their  ad- 
vantages. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  478  teachers  in  service,  321  were  males  and  157  females; 
forty-seven  hold  normal  school  diplomas  and  thirty-three,  permaucoit 
certificates,  and  344  provisionals. 

Visits. 

The  whole  number  of  schools  visited  during  the  year  was  471;  the 
number  of  schools  not  visited,  two,  and  the  total  number  of  visits 
made  was  536. 

Improvements. 

North  Codorus  built  a  handsome  brick  school  house. 

Dover  township  built  a  tine  brick  house  adorned  by  a  porch  in 
front. 

Fawn  Grove  built  a  tine  two-room  frame  building,  with  belfry. 

Hellam  built  a  very  fine  brick  house  with  belfry  and  with  porch. 

Jackson  enlarged  a  school  site,  tore  down  the  old  house  and  erected 
a  very  good  brick  building. 

Manchester  township  built  an  additional  room  to  the  house  in 
Mayers  ville. 

East  Manchester  built  a  brick  house. 

West  Manchester  formed  a  new  district  at  Bears'  Station,  and 
built  a  very  handsome  brick  house. 

Manheim  remodelled  one  house. 

The  directors  of  Newberry  township  deserve  much  credit  for 
erecting  five  handsome  sandstone  school  houses,  with  large  porch  in 
front  of  each. 

Seven  Valleys  remodeled  the  school  house,  a  frame  building  con- 
taining two  rooms,  well  equipped. 

Spring  Garden  erected  a  very  handsome  brick  building,  containing 
three  rooms,  at  a  cost  of  over  $4,000.00 

Springfield  built  a  new  frame  house  and  furnished  it  with  im- 
proved furniture. 
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Voe  borough  enlarged  tlie  school  grounds  and  erected  a  handsome 
two-story  brick  building,  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,000.00. 

York  township  formed  two  new  schools  and  built  three  new  frame 
houses. 

All  the  school  houses  built  during  the  year  were  furnished  with 
patent  furniture,  and  all,  except  five,  with  slate  black-boards. 
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City  and  Borough  Superintendents. 


A LLEGHEN Y— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  schools  closed  another  year  of  successful  work. 
We  had  no  serious  epidemic  during  the  year,  although  the  city  was, 
during  the  fall  months,  visited  by  more  than  an  ordinary  scourge; 
of  typhoid  fever,  which  reduced  our  average  attendance  from  the 
year  before.  The  new  school  house  on  Sherman  avenue,  in  the 
Second  ward,  reported  last  year,  is  finished  and"  furnished,  ready  for 
occupancy  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term. 

It  is  one  of  the  finest,  if  not  the  very  finest,  in  the  State.  The 
building  and  grounds  cost  about  .|200,000.  A  substantial  eight-room 
building  has  been  erected  in  the  Seventh  ward.  It  is  constructed  of 
brick,  wWh  stone  trimmings  and  is  elegantly  furnished.  Our  school 
accommodations  now  compare  very  favorably  with  the  best  in  the 
country.  Our  people  take  great  interest  in  educational  matters  and 
make  every  effort  to  have  our  schools  the  best.  It  is  believed  the 
truant  law  will,  if  faithfully  carried  out,  produce  grand  results.  It 
is  our  intention  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  and  get  all  the  good  out  of  it 

we  possibly  can. 
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ALLENTOWN— F.  D.  Raub. 


Our  board  is  continually  making  provision  to  accommodate  the 
increased  number  of  pupils  applying  for  admission  to  the  public 
schools  and  have  thus  far  succeeded  fairly.  They  were  under  the 
necessity'  this  year  of  renting  two  rooms  to  better  accommodate  the 
northern  part  of  the  city.  With  the  beginning  of  September  last, 
the  annex  of  four  rooms  in  the  Seventh  ward  was  occupied,  which 
very  opportunely  relieved  the  crowded  condition  of  the  schools  in 
that  quarter.  ^V'ith  the  beginning  of  the  coming  year,  the  four-room 
addition  in  the  Tenth  ward,  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in 
September,  will  afford  proper  accommodation  in  that  section.  Two 
evening  schools  have  been  in  regular  operation  for  some  years,  but 
during  the  past  year  a  demand  was  made  for  two  additional  rooms, 
which  were  well  attended.  From  observation,  the  attendance  in 
these  schools  does  not  warrant  a  longer  term  than  five  months,  begin- 
ning with  November  and  ending  with  March.  The  schools  in  our 
riiy  uere  open  IDS  days  the  past  year,  with  an  enrollment  of  4,702 
pupils. 

For  the  first  time,  during  the  past  year,  vocal  music  has  bsen 
taught  in  the  primary  grades,  with  every  encouragement  for  its  in- 
troduction in  the  secondary  grades  during  the  coming  year.  The 
supervisor  of  music  reports  very  excellent  results,  and  particularly 
commends  the  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers  and  the  conse- 
quent progress  made  by  the  pupils.  The  study  of  mental  arithmetic, 
as  a  separate  branch,  was  pursued  in  the  grammar  grades  and  the 
results  attained  induced  us  to  recommend  its  introduciion  in  the 
grade  immediately  below. 

The  board  intends  to  use  its  utmost  etforts  to  enforce  and  carry 
out  the  intent  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  enacted  by  the 
last  legislature.  If  the  same  is  feasible  and  causes  the  attendance 
of  pupils  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  thirteen  years  to  attend 
school,  all  effort  to  secure  the  same  will  be  amply  repaid. 

The  work  done  in  the  school  during  the  past  year  showea  satis- 
factory results,  attainable  laigely  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Teachers 
and  directors. 
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ALTOONA— D.  S.  Keith. 


The  new  high  scliool  building  was  occupied  ia  September  at  the 
opening  of  the  term.  Seven  teachers  were  employed  and  285  pupils 
enrolled.  Teachers  and  pupils  were  delighted  with  the  improved  ac- 
commodations. Twenty-seven  pupils  were  graduated  at  the  close  of 
the  term. 

Few  changes  were  made  in  the  teaching  force  of  the  schools.  Most 
of  the  teachers  manifested  great  interest  in  the  advancement  of  their 
pupils,  labored  earnestly  to  improve  their  scholastic  attainments  and 
met  with  good  success.  The  teachers  in  Altoona  in  ability  compare 
favorably  with  other  teachers  throughout  the  State,  but  here,  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  too  many  hold  provisional  certificates.  Prominent 
educators  have  advocated  the  enactment  of  a  law  by  the  legislature 
regulating  the  number  of  provisional  certificates  to  be  granted  an 
applicant  within  a  limited  time.  No  doubt  such  a  law  would  be  an 
advantage,  but  directors  can  accomplish  the  same  result  by  refusing 
to  re-elect  teachers  who  do  not  improve  sufficiently  within  a  given 
time  to  be  granted  a  professional  certificate.  A  higher  standard  of 
scholastic  attainments  and  special  preparation  should  be  required. 
The  teacher  best  qualified  intellectually,  other  things  being  equal, 
teaches  best.  The  apprentice  who  enters  the  workshop  at  a  very  low 
salary  experimenting  upon  material,  often  renders  it  useless  by  his 
untrained  hand,  and  frequently  in  his  first  stages  of  employment 
becomes  an  expense  to  his  employer.  But  untrained  teachers  experi- 
ment upon  immortal  minds  and  by  their  mistakes  often  misdirect 
God-given  treasures.  Col.  F.  W.  Parker  says:  "The  most  awful  ex- 
periment is  to  put  a  girl  fresh  from  the  high  school  on  a  cram  exami- 
nation, wdthout  a  scintilla  of  the  art  of  teaching,  or  a  faint  suspicion 
of  it,  in  charge  of  fifty  immortal  souls;  and.  next  to  that,  even  more 
awful,  if  possible,  to  put  a  college  graduate  chock  full  of  conceit  and 
of  little  else  at  the  head  of  a  school. 

"Thousands  of  schools  are  now  in  charge  of  principals  who  have 
not  the  faintest  idea  how  to  direct  and  teach  teachers." 
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ASHLAND— A\'m.  0.  Estler. 


Text  Books  Added. 

Years  ago  meutal  arithmetics  and  the  spelliug  book  were  dropped 
froru  the  curriculnui.  Both  were  added  during  the  year.  The  first, 
which  lias  been  so  aptly  named  "the  whetstone  of  wit,"  has  an  educa- 
tional agency  not  found  in  an3'  other  study.  The  other  was  again 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pupil  on  account  of  the  difficulties  of  Eng- 
lish orthography,  and  the  fact  that  through  his  reading  lessons  or 
other  school  exercises  there  were  many  useful  words  with  which  tlie 
learner  did  not  become  familiar. 

Library. 

The  high  school  library  now  contains  1,422  volumes,  having  added, 
by  purchase  and  donations,  127  volumes  during  the  year.  The  li- 
brary is  now  free  to  the  citizens;  heretofore  a  fee  of  one  dollar  was 
charged. 

Night  Schools. 

We  had  a  term  of  six  months,  and  an  enr(jllment  of  111  l)oys.  Tlie 
salary  of  the  principal  was  increased  to  |?>5  per  month.  This  was 
done  in  order  to  secure  the  services  of  a  competent  teacher,  one  not 
employed  during  the  day.  Results  are  not  satisfactory,  and  cannot 
be  so  long  as  the  school  has  a  different  teacher  each  year. 

Commencement. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  opera  house  Friday 
evening,  May  20.  A  large  and  enthusiastic  audience  greeted  the 
class  of  sixteen,  five  boys  and  eleven  girls.  Miss  Clara  Graeber 
liaviug  the  high*-st  class  standing,  captured  the  Citizens'  ])rize,  a  set 
of  cyclopedias. 

Free  Text-books — Fourth  Year. 

Four  years'  experience  with  the  system  during  the  school  term 
has  proven  satisfactory.  But  all  books  used  in  the  higher  grades 
securely  locked  up  in  the  school  room  cases  during  vacation,  and  not 
in  the  possession  of  graduates  and  pupils  leaving  the  school  perma- 
nently, is  one  of  the  evils  of  the  system.  School  books  in  after  life 
constitute  an  important  part  of  a  students'  reference  library.     We 
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cucouiiig*'  pupils  of  I  lie  j:;i;niim;ii-  and  liij;h  school  j^radcs  lo  piircliaH*; 

(Ikmi-  books. 

NuiiiImt  of  pii|»ils  oiirollcd  in  d;iv  schools 1,45J) 


Axcrajic  cosi  pci'  pupil  for  Icxt-hooUs  fof  yi'ai", 2825 

Awra^c  cosI  per  pupil  for  siip[di('s  lor  vcar, 218 

'I'otal  cost   per  [nipil   for  liolh   for  v<'ar,    .500.') 

Avcrajic  cost  i>or  pni)il  for  (<*x(-books  for  four  yoars, 51 

Avorajic  cos(  jicr  pui»il  for  supplies  tw  four  vcars 22 


Average  cosi  per  juipil  for  l)ot]i  for  four  years, 7o 


The  excellent  showing-  of  our  lext-book  record  for  four  yeais  is  due 
largely  to  tlie  exercising  of  good  judgnu'nt  and  care  on  I  he  j»arf  of 
our  teachers. 


BETHLP]HEM— Thos.  Ear<iuhar. 


The  term  of  school  just  closed  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  one  in 
all  respects.  The  work  has  been  carried  forward  with  steadfastness 
and  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the  teaclnns.  The  discii)lin<'  has  been  «'X 
cellent  and  has  made  for  good  in  the  characters  of  the  children.  II  is 
needless  to  report  again  matters  of  interest  given  nnmth  by  montii 
in  the  columns  of  the  Pennsylvania  Seliool  Journal.  The  compulsory 
law  of  attendance  is  not  likely  to  increase  the  enrollment  to  any  great 
extent.  One  hundred,  i»er]iaj)S.  will  lie  forced  into  school  for  whom 
there  is  abundant  loom  in  our  school  buildings,  \^'e  buried  the  old- 
time  recess  in  Bethlehem  at  the  l>eginning  of  Iho  term.  nov<'r.  wo 
trust,  to  be  rosuiicctod.  1  believe  thai  that,  more  than  any  other 
one  measui-e  of  government  has  given  us  peace  both  within  and  with 
out.  All  but  five  of  our  teachers  are  armed  with  the  papers  that 
make  them  professionals.  Of  these,  one  is  a  graduai*'  of  a  college 
and  three  will  secure  their  normal  dijtlomas  in  due  course  of  time. 
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BRADDOCK— J.  S.  Keefer. 


The  followiug  report  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  189fi,  is  respect- 
fullj  submitted. 

The  schools  were  in  session  180  days.  The  whole  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  for  the  year  was  1,788.  The  average  attendance  for 
the  term  was  1,317.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  ninety-two,  a 
decrease  of  one  per  cent,  from  that  of  last  year.  This  is  explained  by 
the  prevalence  of  epidemic  diseases  during  the  months  of  April  and 
May. 

While  there  is  nothing  of  special  or  unusual  interest  to  report  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  the  schools,  yet  we  believe  substantial  pro- 
gress was  made  in  all  departments  of  the  work.  No  material 
changes  were  made  in  method  or  organization  of  the  primary  or 
grammar  grades.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  course  of  study 
of  the  high  school  was  so  modified  as  to  include  a  two  years'  com- 
mercial course,  a  three  years'  normal  course  and  a  four  years'  col- 
lege preparatory  course.  The  results  attained  were  so  satisfactory 
as  to  w^arrant  the  continuance  of  the  plan.  The  boys  are  held  in 
school  at  least  a  year  longer  than  by  the  former  arrangement. 

The  results  in  reading  were  especially  gratifying,  both  in  regard  to 
the  quality  of  the  work  done  and  to  the  amount  of  matter  read.  We 
attribute  this  largely  to  the  teachers'  thorough  familiarity  with  the 
Pollard  method  of  reading.  They  have  been  able  to  drop  many  of  the 
non-essentials  and  to  direct  the  energies  of  the  child  to  those  things 
that  were  absolutely  necessary  to  his  progress.  Supplementary 
reading  to  enrich  the  other  branches  of  study  has  been  added  in  all 
the  grades. 

Our  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  were  earnest  and  conscientious 
in  their  work,  and  while  all  that  was  desired  was  not  accomplished 
the  results  were  fully  up  to  and,  in  most  departments,  in  advance  of 
that  of  previous  years. 

With  bright  hopes  for  the  next  school  term,  we  extend  our  thanks 
to  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  schools  for 
the  year  just  closfd. 
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BKADFUKD— E.  E.  Miller, 


In  my  last  report,  1  stated  that  the  departmental  system  ot  leach- 
ing would  be  discontinued  except  in  the  high  school  and  grammar 
grades,  and  that  the  course  of  study  had  been  revised,  providing  for 
semi-annual  promotions,  and  two  grades  in  each  year's  work. 

These  changes  have  given  the  very  best  of  satisfaction.  In  the 
higher  grades,  and  with  more  mature  pupils,  we  have  the  advantage 
of  specialists,  while  in  the  lower  grades,  among  the  younger  pupils 
better  results  were  obtained  by  the  grade  system.  The  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee  of  fifteen  regarding  this  point  and  the  reasons 
therein  stated  I  think  are  conclusive  and  render  further  discussion 
unnecessary. 

The  advantages  of  the  plan  of  semi-annual  promotions  have  been 
so  apparent  that  at  the  opening  of  the  schools  this  year,  very  many  of 
the  teachers  noted  and  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  schools  were 
better  graded  than  ever  before;  the  classes,  separated  by  an  interval 
of  one-half  a  year's  work  renders  individual  promotions  more 
easy,  and  avoids  the  usual  result  of  having  a  few  laggards  in  every 
class. 

The  commercial  department,  established  in  the  high  school  one 
year  ago,  has  been  popular  from  the  first.  Statistics  show  that  a 
large  per  cent,  of  those  entering  high  school  do  not  remain  to  com- 
plete an  entire  four  years'  course;  many  are  compelled  to  go  to 
work,  and  drop  out  at  the  end  of  the  first  or  second  year.  To  these, 
a  thorough  business  training  is  of  much  greater  value  than  a  limited 
knowledge  of  Latin,  higher  mathematics  and  science.  Additional 
accommodations  being  demanded  for  this  department,  during  the 
summer  vacation,  the  board  fitted  up  a  room  in  the  high  school 
building,  that  in  point  of  equipment  is  second  to  none  in  the  State. 
The  furniture  was  designed  and  built  especially  for  this  school.  The 
desks  and  chairs  are  both  adjustable  and  supplied  with  every  needed 
device.     The  banking  deparlmeut  is  also  complete. 

First  class  instructors  have  charge  of  the  department,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  do  work  as  thorough  and  complete  as  is  done  in  the 
best  business  colleges  of  the  country. 

During  the  summer  vacation  all  the  buildings  have  been  thor- 
oughly renovated,  repainted,  and  needed  repairs  made  to  both  build- 
ings and  grounds.  Two  additional  school  rooms  were  added  to  the 
Sixth  ward  building,  and  an  additional  room  seated  in  the  Third 
ward  building.  The  indications  are  that  our  enrollment  of  2,840 
iJUjMls  lai^t  yeai-  will  be  largely  iiK  rejiscMl  during  the  present  year. 
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Our  high  school  opened  this  year  with  320  pupils,  of  whom  100  are  in 
the  business  department. 

The  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  most  pleasant  and  satisfactory 
in  every  respect.  Credit  is  due  the  teachers  for  thorough  and  con- 
scientious work.  The  board  lias  pursued  its  usual  liberal  policy  in 
supplying  every  needed  want.  For  the  ensuing  year  the  superin- 
tendent lias  laid  out  a  course  of  reading  in  padagogy,  which  will  be 
followed  by  the  teachers  and  examinations  given,  as  the  different 
parts  are  completed. 


ItKlSTOL— Matilda  S.  Hooz. 

'J'here  have  been  no  new  departures,  nor  have  any  radical  measures 
been  employed  during  the  year,  but  effort  has  been  made  to  adopt 
methods  to  the  changing  conditions  of  the  schools,  and  the  demands 
of  the  times. 

Changes  have  to  be  nuide  slowly,  and  often  when  made  it  requires 
Ijersistent  effort  on  the  part  of  directors,  teachers  and  superintendent 
to  maintain  each  new  step. 

Criticism  of  public  school  work  in  any  place  may  arise  from  ignor- 
ance or  misrepresentation  of  the  course  of  study,  lack  of  knowledge 
of  educational  values  or  from  a  clinging  to  the  traditions  of  the 
I)ast.  The  last  might  be  overlooked,  coming,  as  it  frequently  does, 
from  the  older  inhabitants,  or  from  those  whose  educational  advant- 
ages have  been  limited  or  entirely  neglected.  But  that  which  pro- 
ceeds from  wilful  ignorance  is  not  so  easily  excused. 

Fortunate  that  community  whose  school  board,  ignoring  unjust 
and  unwortliy  criticism,  and  having  in  view  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number,  chooses  "progress"  and  dares  maintain  it.  The 
young  shall  rise  up  and  call  them  blessed." 

As  a  whole,  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  well  done  by  all  con- 
nected with  it. 

In  some  grades,  the  written  work  has  been  exceptionally  fine  and 
will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  more  pretentions  institutions, 
and  pupils  from  these  grades,  removing  to  other  places,  have,  on 
entering  school,  been  admitted  to  more  advanced  classes. 

An  additional  school  was  opened  in  January,  making  the  number 
eighteen.  The  opening  of  this  school  afforded  relief  to  a  similar 
grade  always  overciowfh-d.  Tlie  beii<*tl(  ial  results  have  already  been 
shown. 


Broad  Street  School,  Butler,  Pa. 
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111  June  a  class  of  seven  girls  and  four  boys  was  graduated.  Uf 
this  uunibei-  several  enteied  business  colleges  and  one  a  normal 
school. 

An  alumni  association  has  been  formed,  from  which  we  hope  for 
much  educationally  in  years  to  come. 

Arbor  day  aflorded  the  graduating  class  of  '90  an  opportunity  of 
perp(»tuating  their  memory  by  planting  several  rose-bushes  on  the 
school  ground.  In  the  evening,  j)ublic  exercises  were  held  in  the 
assembly  room. 

The  libraiy  is  steadily  growing  and  is  a  source  of  insi ruction  and 
inspiration.  What  is  needed,  however,  to  make  it  still  more  efficient 
is  to  have  pupils  read  under  the  supervision  of  the  teacher,  a  pro- 
ceeding which  want  of  time  forbids,  except  to  a  limited  extent. 

Books  of  reference,  among  tluMii  Lippincott's  Pronouncing  Bio- 
grai)hical  Dictionary,  Pronouncing  Gazetteer  of  the  World  and  a  set 
of  object  lesson  charts,  embracing  the  animal,  the  vegetable  and  the 
mineral  kingdoms  have  been  purchased. 

There  has  been  no  lack  of  ])rofessional  spirit  among  the  teachers. 
The  records  show  very  few  absences  from  the  weekly  meetings  and 
the  county  institute. 

Early  in  the  spring  an  o]»en  meeting  was  held,  at  which  most  ex- 
cellent papers  were  read  by  a  number  of  the  teachers.  Indeed,  I 
may  say  that  all  the  educational  meetings  during  the  year  have  been 
of  a  high  order. 


BUTLEK— E.  Mackey. 


This  has  been  a  year  of  vigorous  growth.  Pupils  and  teachers 
have  done  their  work  well.  They  have  given  marked  evidence  of  in- 
creased power. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  as  usual,  a  total  of  thirty-three  in  the 
term.  They  were  well  attended.  The  su])erintendent  attended  six- 
teen educational  conventions  during  the  year  and  made  twenty-eight 
public  addresses. 

The  senior  class  in  psychology  recited  to  him  mornings  before 
school  hours;  150  periods,  forty  minutes  each.  The  number  of  visits 
to  schools  is  reported  elsewhere;  this,  however,  is  not  the  place  to  ac- 
count fully  for  the  superintendent's  time. 
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The  new  building  mentioned  in  our  last  annual  report  is  now  com- 
pleted. The  contract  price  was  |24,G00;  heating,  |2,000;  lot,  |1,800. 
It  is  a  very  handsome  edifice,  beautiful  for  situation,  elegant 
in  finish  and  fixtures,  very  commodious  and  admirably  adapted  to  its 
purpose.  It  will  have  no  slight  inlluence  in  enhancing  the  people's 
appreciation  of  and  interest  in  their  schools,  and  in  advancing  their 
educational  ideals.  One  of  the  old  historic  buildings  of  the  city,  a 
one-room  brick  school  house  of  past  generations,  is  being  repaired 
and  finely  furnished  as  offices  for  superintendent  and  board  of  direct- 
ors. The  board  is  considering  plans  for  enlarging  and  building  addi- 
tion to  the  McKean  street  building,  making  it  very  handsome  in  ap- 
peai'ance  and  giving  it  suitable  laboratories,  class  room,  assembly 
hall  and  complete  equipment  for  our  high  school.  Other  school 
buildings  are  being  painted,  frescoed,  repaired  with  new  wood  work, 
yards  beautified,  telephone  connections  made,  so  that  next  term  tlie 
schools  will  present  altogether  the  most  attractive  appearance,  and 
the  facilities  for  school  work  will  be  the  most  nearly  perfect  ever  yet 
attained  in  our  city. 

Commencement  season  comprised  the  same  lists  of  events  reported 
last  year,  but  the  programs  for  the  public  meetings  were  somewhat 
more  varied.  All  the  public  exercises  were  well  attended  and 
worthy  of  the  hearty  approval  they  won.  Rev.  W.  H.  Crawford,  D. 
D.,  president  of  Allegheny  College,  preached  the  commencement 
sermon  for  the  graduating  classes.  Hon.  Calvin  Reyburn,  President 
Judge  of  Armstrong  county,  delivered  the  annual  alumni  addres.^. 
The  addresses  to  graduates  conferring  diplomas  were  made  by  S.  F. 
Bow^ser  and  Ira  McJunkin,  members  of  the  board. 

The  class  of  '96  high  school  has  manifested  throughout  its  history 
a  marked  esprit  de  corps.  Its  members  are  raising  a  fund  for  a 
special  addition  to  the  high  school  library.  The  books  will  be  suit- 
ably inscribed  and  set  apart  as  the  gift  of  the  class  of  '96.  They 
have  about  |300  in  hand  and  have  set  |500  as  their  goal.  This  will 
be  an  incentive  to  future  graduating  classes  to  perpetuate  the  mem- 
ory of  the  class  through  gifts  of  books  or  pictures  for  the  school. 

The  friends  and  patrons  of  the  schools  were,  as  usual,  specially  in- 
vited to  come  to  the  schools  visitors'  day  and  Washington's  birthday. 
We  pursued  the  plan  reported  last  year  with  excellent  results.  Ad- 
dresses w^ere  made  on  Washington's  birthday  by  speakers  chosen  by 
the  schools.  Judge  Greer,  Capt.  Fleeger,  E.  E.  Abrams,  J.  Crisswell, 
S.  F.  Bowser,  A.  E.  Reiber,  A.  G.  Williams,  I.  J.  McCandless,  Clar- 
ence Walker,  J.  M.  Thompson,  Alex.  Russel  and  other  prominent 
citizens  responded  very  kindly  to  the  request  of  the  pupils,  and  their 
remarks  did  a  great  deal  of  good,  for  the  pupils  were  eager  to  hear 
and  the  speakers  taught  the  best  of  lessons,  and  taught  with  power. 
Judge  Greei-  told  the  story  of  Jean  Valjean  to  the  boys  and  girls  of 
the  high  and  the  grammar  schools.    The  Judge  is  a  story-teller  of 
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marvelous  power.  The  childreu  listened  with  rapt  attention  three 
hours  at  a  time,  two  afternoons  and  evidently  were  profoundly  im- 
pressed. Webelieve  that  thesublinie  lessonsof  thestory  will, for  them, 
be  motive  powers  for  life.  The  judge's  talk  awakened  an  appetite  for 
good  literature  to  a  degree  rarely  ever  attained  by  class-room  instruc- 
iioii  on  ihc  textbook  plan.  Talkers  like  Judge  Greer  are  rare,  but 
his  repertoire  is  not  exhausted,  and  there  are  others,  too,  that  have 
things  of  wonderful  interest  to  tell  the  children.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mc- 
Coiluuj^li,  aii  L'xpcit  geologist,  lias  piouiised  us  a  talk  on  home 
geology  and  the  source  of  our  petroleum  and  gas.  We  hope  that  it 
can  be  arranged  to  bring  the  children  together  frequently  during  the 
year  to  hear  similar  lectures  or  stories,  or  for  other  edifying  enter- 
tainments. It  will  be  a  source  of  inspiration  and  teaching  of  great 
value  to  the  children  and  of  a  beneficial  influence  in  the  community. 

We  venture  once  again  to  express  our  wish  that  the  Department 
could  specify  certain  topics  to  be  presented  by  every  superintendent 
in  the  State  in  his  annual  written  report.  An  indexed  report  of  the 
rules  and  practices  of  superintendents  and  boards  of  education  on 
the  principles  or  important  details  of  school  management  would  be 
of  great  value. 

This  is  our  ninth  annual  report,  and  the  last  of  our  administration 
as  superintendent  of  schools  of  this  city.  It  is  not  for  us  to  give 
even  an  epitome  of  the  history  of  the  fifteen  years  during  which  their 
management  has  been  entrusted  to  us.  Conditions  here  are  changing 
rapidly,  and  courses  of  study  and  plans  of  management  must  change 
with  them.  In  changes  of  administration,  doubtless  marked  changes 
in  externalities  will  appear,  but  of  seed  sown  and  fruit  grown  no  one 
can  trace  the  history.  It  is  ours  only  to  pray  that  the  good  seed 
sown  may  be  given  abundant  increase,  but  the  bad  lie  dormant  for- 
ever. 

\\e  believe  that  the  thoroughness  of  our  pupils,  and  the  general 
efficiency  of  our  schools  is  largely  due  to  our  plan  of  supervising 
principals  and  especially  to  the  excellent  service  rendered  by  Misses 
Cummings  and  Brittain  and  Mr.  L.  F.  Hall. 

We  must  add,  too,  that  the  success  of  our  schools  is  almost  di- 
rectly due  to  the  liberality  and  fidelity  of  the  members  of  the  board 
and  their  personal  attention  to  details,  manifested  in  elegant  and 
commodious  buildings,  in  terrace,  grass  plot  and  flower  bed,  in  full 
sets  of  many  kinds  of  supplementary  readers  and  literary  master- 
pieces for  every  class,  in  libraries  in  every  school  room,  in  an  abund- 
ant quantity  of  every  kind  of  supplies  that  a  progressive  teacher 
needs,  in  staunch  support  of  teacher  in  the  government  of  pupils,  in 
liberal  salaries  and  secure  tenure  of  oflQce,  and  in  selection  of  teach- 
ers on  the  ground  of  efificiency  rather  than  that  of  favoritism,     Teach- 
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ers  and  i>upils,  parents  and  directors,  all  constitute  a  body  of  co- 
laborers  with  whom  a  superintendent  could  scarcely  fail  to  win  suc- 
cess, and  from  whom  there  could  be  no  parting  without  pain. 

The  prospects  have  never  been  brighter  than  they  are  for  thft 
coming  term.  Our  successor,  Supt.  Gibson,  is  a  young  man  of  ex- 
ceptionally tine  scholarship  and  of  blameless  character,  highly  es- 
teemed in  our  community  as  principal  of  our  high  school.  Under  hfs 
leadership  we  are  sure  the  standard  of  education  will  be  rapidly  ad- 
vanced, and  the  efificioncv  of  the  schools  greatlv  increased. 


CAKBONDALE— John  J.  Forbes. 


During  the  year  ending  June  1,  1890,  the  schools  of  Carbondale  did 
verj'  commendable  work,  especially  in  the  n)usic,  drawing,  penman- 
sl»if»  and  in  U.  S.  history.  Other  branches  were  not  at  all  slighted, 
TTiit  the  inteiesi  in  (liose  uamed  v/as  more  evident  ilian  usual. 

Supplies. 

The  various  schools  were  more  liberally  supplied  with  needed 
apparatus  than  for  many  years  before.  A  lunar  tellurian  was 
placed  in  the  high  school  and  maps,  charts,  globes,  dictionaries  and 
other  material,  such  as  should  be  found  in  a  well  regulated  school, 
were  freely-  furnished  to  those  teachers  who  needed  them. 

Repairs. 

Very  extensive  repairs  were  made  in  many  of  the  buildings. 

No.  9,  the  building  in  the  recently  annexed  district,  was  supplied 
throughout  with  new  furniture  and  equipped  with  slate  black-boards. 
The  whole  interior  of  No.  1  was  papered  and  painted,  and  it  was  also 
painted  outside,  as  were  Nos,  ()  and  7.  The  black-boards  in  all  the 
primary  rooms  were  lowered  for  the  convenience  of  the  little  ones. 
Flag  walks  were  laid  at  1,  3,  5,  G  and  7,  and  an  extra  outside  closet 
placed  at  No.  4  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  recent  statute  on  that 
subject. 

Grounds. 

Very  important  and  much  needed  improvements  have  been  made 
on  the  grounds  of  the  central  school  and  likewise  on  those  of  Nos. 
8,  6,  7  and  8.  These  changes  are  so  thorough  that  the  rough  un- 
sightly grounds  are  changed  to  artistic  plats,  on  wliich  tlie  cliildien 
may  be  trained  to  love,  not  only  the  school  itself,  bnl  also  the  sur- 
rounding beauties  of  nature  and  of  art. 
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C-AULISLE— S.   li.  Slicaivi 


('omnioii  schools  woro  i*s(;il)lisli«'(l  iu  Cai'lislo  Aiif^uHl  IT),  18I*<». 
Tlioy  i-eiiiair.'cd  uiidoi'  tlic  goiioral  Slate  law  until  April  15,  1850,  when 
the  b(ii<»ii!;h  ohtaincd  a  special  enactnieiil.  This  was  fiii'ther 
aiiieiuled  ih'ceinher  J,  lS(iS,  and  completed  April  IL',  iStlO.  Most 
featni-es  o\'  ihese  special  enactiuents  wore  substantially  (he  sann*  .is 
the  parent  one.  Two  things  were  essentially  different.  First.  Di- 
i(M  lois  were  given  exclusive  management  of  teachers  and  no  State 
int<'rl(Mence  was  permitted  in  their  examination  oi-  otherwise. 
Second.  Dinnlors  could  not  contract  a  school  debt  to  an  amount  ex 
ceeding  ten  thousand  dollars.  These  special  laws,  after  an  exislenc(? 
of  forty-five  years,  were  repealed  at  the  close  of  the  legislative  ses- 
sion of  '1)5,  and  the  schools  again  i>ut  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
general  law  of  the  State.  The  board  thus  having  been  relieved  of 
passing  on  tlie  qualifications  of  teachers  on  elune  24,  elected  a  bor- 
ough superintendent  to  discharge  various  duties  in  their  stead,  lie 
was  commissioned  July  24  and,  by  direction  of  the  board,  examined 
and  classified  all  regardless  of  any  credentials  held  or  offered.  The 
plan  proved  a  harmonizing  one  and  teachers,  superintendent  and 
school  board  commenced  the  new  departure  witli  perfect  good  feeling 
and  maintained  it  throughout  the  year.  From  the  very  beginning 
of  the  existence  of  the  common  scliool  system  the  good  people  of  Car- 
lisle recognized  and  accepted  it  as  a  measure  to  be  highl}'  beneficial 
to  this  community.  This  is  fully  attested  by  the  fact  that  for  a 
number  of  years  previous  to  1850,  when  school  terms  were  usually 
short,  Carlisle  kei)t  its  public  schools  ojjen  during  eleven  calendar 
months,  thus  closing  them  but  one  month  during  the  entire  year. 
The  present  term  is  ten  school  months.  The  course  of  study  covers 
eleven  years,  eight  in  the  elementary  and  three  in  the  high  school. 
The  work  demanded  by  the  course  and  attempted  by  th«^  teachers  is 
that  of  sensible,  solid  character  that  always  gives  pleasure  to  the 
genuine  lover  of  profitable  school  endeavor.  In  the  primary  and 
secondary  grades  but  few  things  are  taught,  the  aim  being  thorough- 
ness rather  than  multiplicity.  These  feware  the  very  essentials  needed 
not  only  in  acquiring  an  education  but  used  in  active  life.  This  re- 
sults in  the  absence  of  many  subjects  in  schools  claiming  superior  ad- 
vancement. Things  that  may  liave  some  educational  value  in  them- 
selves but  too  often,  especially  when  in  unskilled  hands,  serve  as 
mere  diversions  for  the  children,  all  systematic  benefits  ai-e  lost  ami 
the  youthful  minds  are  filled  with  disconnected  ideas  that  give  *jo 
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real  educative  strength.  iSpeeial  strength  and  stress  are  put  upon 
drill.  Drill  is  the  watchword  all  along  the  line.  Wha-t  is  poured 
into  the  mind  evaporate.s,  what  is  drilled  into  it  remains.  Yet  the 
work  is  not  permitted  to  become  merely  mechanical.  Teachers  are 
obliged  to  keep  the  all  important  why  ever  in  the  pupil's  road  to 
progress.  Thorough  knowing  and  thorough  understanding  are  al- 
ways safe  in  the  development  of  intellectual  life.  Algebra  is  com- 
menced in  the  seventh  year,  because  pupils  like  it,  as  well  as  receive 
it  as  an  aid  in  many  aritlimeLical  processes,  and  book-keeping  in  the 
eighth  or  last  year  spent  in  the  grammar  grade.  Pupils  who  attend 
school  regularly  and  are  interested  in  their  work  are  fairly  equipped 
with  a  common  school  education  at  the  end  of  the  grammar  school 
course.  The  first  year  in  the  high  school  is  a  continuation  and  com- 
pletion of  the  common  school  work,  with  something  additional  in  al- 
gebra, book-keeping,  elementary  physics  and  etymology,  leaving  the 
second  and  Ihird  years  in  the  high  school  to  be  used  in  prosecuting 
academic  studies.  The  directors  have  always  thought  it  better  to 
make  the  high  school  strong  in  English  and  mathematics  with  a  mod- 
erate amount  of  physics  rather  than  give  it  a  classical  test.  How- 
ever, they  were  always  willing  to  follow  the  wishes  of  the  patrons, 
and  last  yeai',  at  the  request  of  the  parents  of  fifty-six  pupils,  the 
study  of  Latin  was  made  elective.  The  pi'obabilities  are  that  it  will 
be  made  obligatory  during  the  coming  years  and  become  a  regular 
study. 

One  of  the  special  features  of  the  school  system  here  is  known  as 
the  select  school.  This  was  organized  April  16,  1838,  and  has  been 
maintained  ever  since.  On  the  lirst  Wednesday  afternoon  of  each 
month,  all  the  public  schools  of  ^he  district  are  suspended  and  the 
superintendent,  teachers,  with  three  representative  pupils  from  each 
of  the  schools,  in  one  of  the  three  departments,  successively,  are  to 
meet  for  illustrations  in  the  mode  of  instruction.  It  is  called  the 
select  school  from  the  scholars  returned  being  selected  by  their  re- 
spective teachers  as  the  three  best  during  the  preceding  months,  and 
they  are  rewarded  by  certificate  of  merit  or  their  names  being  pub- 
lished in  the  Carlisle  papers.  This  is  applicable  to  a  town  of  this 
size  and  affords  an  afternoon's  pleasure,  diversion  and  profit.  In 
line  with  this  were  our  school  visits,  or  rather  teacher's  visits  of  the 
same  grade  to  one  another's  school.  These  were  arranged  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  terra.  At  a  stated  time  all  schools  of  a  certain 
grade  save  one  closed  at  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  session  and  all 
teachers  of  that  grade,  with  the  superintendent,  visited  the  open 
school  while  the  teacher  conducted  classes,  gave  reviews,  submitted 
specimens  of  written  work,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fellow  teachers 
of  the  same  grade,  Thest;  occasions  were  always  interesting  and 
instructive. 
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lu  LVbiUiU.),  1857,  iustruction  iu  vocal  music  was  introduced  into 
the  schools  of  Carlisle,  and  continued  more  than  two  years,  and  was 
then  abandoned  until  187G,  when  another  effort  was  made  and 
music  became  a  permanent  branch  of  instruction.  At  the  present 
time  it  is  in  charge  of  a  graduate  of  Holt's  musical  conservatory, 
Boston,  and  excellent  work  is  being  done.  The  special  teacher  gives 
each  school  two  regular  drills  per  week,  and  the  regular  teacher  of 
the  school  supplements  that  with  thirty  minutes  additional  drill  per 
week  at  times  and  in  a  manner  most  convenient. 

Sewing  is  taught  in  all  girls'  schools  in  the  secondary,  intermediate- 
and  gramma  I'  giad«\s.  Special  stress  is  laid  on  all  varieties  of  plain 
sewing. 

There  are  five  colored  schools,  with  an  enrollment  of  228  pupils. 
They  culminate  in  the  colored  high  school  having  the  same  course  of 
study  as  the  white.  These  schools  have  had  our  special  attention 
and  much  improvement  has  been  recognized  in  the  general  discipline 
and  order  about  the  building.  The  colored  people  are  anxious  to 
have  their  children  educated  and  have  most  cordially  supported 
their  teachers  during  the  past  year.  For  this  they  deserve  our  public 
recognition. 

All  prominent  special  occasions  were  duly  observed.  Autumn 
arbor  day,  Thanksgiving  day,  Washington's  birthday  and  Memorial 
day  each  had  its  recognition  and  accompanying  orators.  C.  P.  Hum- 
rich,  Esq..  secretary  of  the  board,  who  will  complete  his  thirty-ninth 
year  of  uninterrupted  service  November  2,  was  especially  interested 
in  instructing  and  entertaining  the  high  school  on  stated  occasions. 
His  three  lectures  on  "Facts  not  generally  known  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Pennsylvania,  Cumberland  county  and  of  Carlisle,"  were 
highly  appreciated  and  further  used  as  reproductive  exercises.  His 
address  on  "tree  culture"  and  on  "personal  reminiscences  of  the  con- 
federates in  Carlisle  in  1863"  were  equally  valuable. 

Thus  far  promotions  have  been  made  from  classes  or  schools  only 
at  the  end  of  the  terra.  The  basis  has  been  the  average  made  by  the 
pupils  during  the  term.  A  premium  is  thus  placed  on  regular  faith- 
ful work  rather  than  on  a  spasmodic  or  supreme  effort  at  the  close 
of  the  term.  Reviews  are  given  by  the  teachers  at  stated  periods 
and  all  records  preserved.  Those  pupils  who  close  the  year  with  a 
record  of  eighty-five  and  not  less  than  seventy  in  one  branch  receive 
a  thorough  certificate  from  the  teacher.  This  entitles  them  to  be 
received  into  the  next  school  without  any  further  examination. 
Those  beneath  the  above  standing  ?.re  given  to  an  examining  commit- 
tee, composed  of  teachers  of  the  grade  they  are  striving  to  enter,  and 
if  accepted  by  them  are  promoted  on  a  conditional  certificate.  If 
nnv  Dunils  fi';in«;f erred  by  teachers  on  thorough  certificates  are  found 
deficient  in  the  work  supposed  by  their  standing  to  have  been  prop- 
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erlj-  doue  tliev  are  returned  to  the  teaehei*  i»i'umotiug  them  for  fur- 
ther iuiprovemeut.  This  is  llie  safe  guard  of  the  system.  The  lirst 
grade  primaries  are  all  closed  by  public  examiiiatious.  These  were 
extremely  interesting  and  unusually  well  attended.  They  are  very 
popular.  All  needed  supplies  and  helps  were  cheerfully  given. 
Among  these  specially  deserving  mention  are  two  cases  of  Kennedy's 
mathematical  blocks,  and  four  cases  of  the  new  relief  maps  for  the 
l)etter  understanding  and  teaching  of  geography.  These  alone  cost 
|J:r)0.  Two  large  school  sites  have  been  purchased  and  suitable  and 
commodious  buildings  will  be  erected  in  the  near  future. 

The  superintendent's  time,  during  the  session,  was  directed  be- 
tween teaching  and  supervision.  He  taught  Latin,  geometry  and 
])hysics  at  the  high  school,  using  weekly  eighteen  periods  of  forty-five 
minutes  each  to  this  work  and  devoted  the  remainder  to  a  general 
oversight  of  the  various  schools  and  grades.  In  doing  this,  he  made 
808  visits  and  attended  seventy-nine  grade  meetings. 

In  memoriam.  Hon.  Theodore  Cornman,  president  of  our  board 
and  a  warm  friend  of  popular  education,  was  called  away  in 
the  early  springtime.  He  had  completed  twelve  years'  service,  and 
had  just  been  re-elected  for  another  term.  His  going  away  was  a 
matter  of  great  regret  to  all  who  were  associated  with  him  in  the 
school  work.  His  memory  is  precious  and  his  many  kind  deeds  are 
not  forgotten. 

Pi'of.  C.  H.  A\"il]iams(.n.  a  yrarluat.'  of  the  TumlxM-land  Valley  State 
Normal  school,  and  a  most  earnest,  painstaking  teacher,  was  also 
taken  from  us  in  the  midst  of  his  labors.  He  was  a  Christian  gentk^ 
man  and  beloved  by  all. 

The  schools  closed  very  successfully  with  po])ular  class  day  and 
commenceiuent  exercises  in  the  Sentinel  opera  house.  The  gradu- 
ating class  numbered  twenty-six,  twenty-five  white  and  one  colored, 
and  held  Ihe  large  audiences  until  the  very  close.  The  success  was 
largely  due  to  the  faithful  efforts  of  Miss  Mary  Landis,  principal,  aiul 
Prof.  AW  A.  Hippie,  assistant  in  the  high  school,  and  to  Miss  Kate 
Lindsay,  inslructor  in  vocal  inusic.  More  than  one  hundred  of  the 
alumni  asseiubled  on  commencement  evening  (o  welcome  tlie  new 
class  and  give  an  entertainment  in  iheir  Ix-lialf. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  tlu»  factoi's  in  our  work,  lo  ]»upils,  citizens, 
teachers  and  directors,  to  all. 

I  wish  to  sj)ecially  recognize  the  iiberaliiy  of  the  Sentinel,  Herald 
and  Volunteer,  our  town  papers,  which  have  given  most  complete 
reports  of  all  public  school  work,  and  have  left  nothing  undone  to 
further  the  interests  of  our  schools.  My  special  thanks  are  also  due 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  many  favors.  And  now,  I 
trust  that  the  work  thus  auspiciously  begun  m.ay  by  the  help  of  the 
factors  thus  recognized  be  further  improved  for  the  common  good 
of  all. 
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The  uuuibcr  ol'  pupil.s  emullcd  duriny;  Llie  year  was  i,G;{5,  and  llie 
teaching  forte  consisted  of  thirty-four  instructors  whose  previous  ex- 
perience in  llie  work  ranged  from  none  at  all  to  a  lifetime  sjjent  in 
the  school  room.  As  is  generally  the  case  under  similar  circum- 
stances, the  work  done  has  not  been  alike  good  in  all  the  schools,  but 
the  average  has  been  quite  satisfactory,  and  the  zeal  and  success  of 
many  of  the  teachers  deserve  special  commendation.  The  teachers 
and  the  superintendent  are  conscious  of  having  faithfully  carried 
on  the  Avork  intrusted  to  them,  and  they  have  been  clieered  and  grati- 
fied by  the  cordial  expressions  of  appreciation  by  our  most  intelligent 
patrons  and  other  citizens  who  believe  in  the  principle  of  public 
school  education. 

The  educational  situation  here  is  an  inviting  theme,  but  as  the 
work  is  now  in  the  hands  of  my  esteemed  successor,  I  forbear  to  enter 
upon  a  discussion  of  it.  IS'o  matter  how  it  comes,  the  improvement 
in  these  schools  will  always  be  learned  with  pleasure.  I  am  very 
grateful  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  his  deputies 
for  much  assistance  and  kindness  during  mv  four  terms  of  service. 


CHESTER— (Uiarles  V.  Foster. 


The  new  school  building  erected  last  year,  which  has  been  pro- 
nounced one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  was  occupied  for  the  first 
time  at  the  beginning  of  this  term.  It  has  proved  not  only  a  valu- 
able addition  to  onr  facilities  for  instruction,  but  also  a  source  of 
pride  to  our  citizens,  w^lio  see  in  il  a  proof  that  something  substantial 
is  being  accomplished  in  the  line  of  public  education.  The  whole 
community  has  a  particular  interest  in  it,  inasmuch  as  children  are 
sent  to  this  building  from  families  in  every  se(^tion  of  the  city.  It 
takes  all  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  year  pupils.  In  addition  to  these, 
there  will  be  hereafter  also  a  portion  of  the  tenth,  or  high  school, 
grade,  comprising  those  who  take  the  commercial  course.  Tliis  new 
feature  of  our  city  system  is  quite  popular.  There  will  be  a  year's 
work  in  book-keeping,  higher  arithmetic,  English  composition,  geog- 
raphy, stenography  and  typewriting.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  di- 
ploma will  be  granted  certifying  to  the  completion  of  the  student's 
preparation  for  a  business  life. 
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COLUMBIA— S.  H.  HofEman. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  relative  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  public  schools  of  Columbia  during  the  year  ending 
June  1,  1896. 

The  whole  number  of  schools  included  in  our  system  was  thirty- 
eight;  the  teaching  force  consisted  of  thirty-eight  regular  and  three 
substitute  teachers. 

Local  institutes  and  grade  meetings,  held  weekly,  were  the  principal 
means  used  in  promoting  an  interest  in  professional  study  and  pro- 
viding instruction  and  training  for  the  less  experienced  in  the  theory 
and  practice  of  teaching. 

Graduates  of  our  high  school  who  apply  for  positions  as  teachers 
in  this  district  are  required  to  spend  one  year  in  the  different  grades 
of  our  schools,  in  order  to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  work,  to 
study  the  methods  employed  by  experienced  teachers  and  substitutes 
for  absentees,  as  a  preparation  for  future  responsibility. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  primary  depart- 
ment, four  additional  schools  were  organized  at  the  beginning  of  the 
term. 

An  examination  of  the  records  shows  that  the  whole  number  of  dif- 
ferent pupils  in  attendance  was  2,147;  the  highi-st  monthly  i  u  ollment 
was  1,1)95,  and  the  average  monthly  enrollment  1,899;  the  percentage 
of  attendance  for  the  term  was  ninety-three. 

The  whole  number  of  visits  to  the  schools  during  the  year  was  as 
follows:  By  directors,  647;  by  the  superintendent,  1,304;  by  patrons 
and  friends  of  the  schools,  1,419 ;  total,  3,376.  Three  evening  schools 
were  organized,  in  which  168  persons,  126  males  and  42  females  were 
enrolled.  These  schools  were  continued  for  three  months  with 
good  results. 

Oral  examinations  were  held  in  the  fourteen  schools  comprising 
the  Second  division  of  the  primary  department.  Great  interest  was 
taken  in  these  exercises  by  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  schools. 
The  results  of  the  work  in  this  department  are  very  satisfactory. 
Our  term  closed  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  when  all  promotions  were 
made  and  the  schools  fully  organized  for  the  ensuing  school  year. 

The  condition  of  the  text-books  after  constant  use  for  a  period  of 
three  years  is  remarkably  good.  The  care  and  skill  with  which  the 
teachers  managed  this  part  of  their  work  is  highly  commendable. 

The  teaching  of  vocal  music  continued  to  be  a  very  pleasant  and 
profitable  feature  of  our  work.  Under  the  able  leadership  of  Prof. 
William  B.  Hall,  supervisor  of  music,  most  excellent  results  were  ob- 
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tained.  If  proof  of  the  thorouj^lincss  of  the  work  dom*  wcn^  ifiiiiinu, 
the  readiness  aud  precision  with  which  diilicult  selections  were  ren- 
dered by  pupils  of  the  high  and  grammar  schools  would  furnish  it. 

Conimencenient  exercises  of  a  pleasing  character  were  held  in  the 
Columbia  opera  house  on  the  evening  of  June  4,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  and  appreciative  audience;  the  class  consisted  of  eight  young 
ladies  and  two  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  acquitted  themselves  in  a 
creditable  manner. 

A  new  departure  in  oin  educational  labors,  and  a  very  pleasant 
experience,  was  the  holding  of  a  mass  meeting  of  patrons  and  other 
friends  of  our  schools;  in  other  words,  an  ''education  rally,"  in  the 
opera  house,  on  the  evening  of  January  24.  A  large  and  intelligent 
audience  listened  with  evident  interest  and  delight  to  able  addresses 
delivered  by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaetfer,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, and  Supt.  Joseph  S.  Walton,  of  Chester  county.  The  gen- 
eral opinion  of  our  best  citizens,  as  expressed  by  press  of  our  town, 
was  that  the  more  of  such  meetings  we  have  the  better. 

The  introduction  of  the  Pollard  synthetic  system  of  teaching  read- 
ing was  the  most  important  change  in  methods  made  during  the  year. 
While  the  system  is  so  different  from  the  one  previously  used  that 
the  teachers  were  learners  as  well  as  the  pupils,  the  fact  remains 
that  most  excellent  work  was  done.  The  results  obtained  through 
the  use  of  the  Pollard  system  during  the  past  year  are  so  well  de- 
fined and  so  satisfactory  that  few,  if  an^^,  of  our  teachers  would  be 
willing  to  return  to  old  methods. 

A  very  substantial  eight-room  building,  with  all  requirements  and 
improvements  necessary  to  secure  heat,  light  and  ventilation  was 
erected  on  the  corner  of  Tenth  and  Manor  streets.  The  location  is 
an  excellent  one;  the  lot  is  218  by  288  feet,  terraced  on  both  fronts 
and  surrounded  by  a  neat  iron  fence;  the  grounds  were  further  beau- 
tified by  planting  sixty  maple  trees  of  the  Norway  variety.  The 
total  cost  to  the  district  of  the  building,  grounds,  etc.,  was  |21,989.34. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  board  of  directors 
for  prompt,  energetic  and  intelligent  co-operation  in  things  deemed 
necessary  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  schools,  and  to  the  teachers 
for  faithful  performance  of  duty. 


CORRY— A.  D.  Colegrove. 


Our  schools  have  continued  in  a  prosperous  condition  during  the 
year  that  closed  June  9.  The  attendance  in  the  high  school  has  been 
the  largest  in  its  history,  having  reached  112  and  being  over  eleven 
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per  cent,  of  our  entire  enrollment.  The  extra  work  of  xjroperly  cariuj; 
for  so  many  made  necessary  the  employment  of  an  additional  teacher 
in  tliat  department.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  inability  of  our 
board  to  agree  upon  a  site  has  deprived  us  for  another  year  of  the 
benefits  of  a  new  high  school  building.  Our  high  school  course  has 
been  extended  to  four  years  and  is  now,  we  believe,  second  to  none. 

Prang's  shorter  course  in  drawing  was  adopted  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  and  special  instruction  w  as  continued  in  music. 

During  the  coming  year  we  contemplate  doing  more  systematic 
work  in  nature  study,  and  expect  to  give  special  attention  to  better 
methods  in  geography  and  history. 


DANVILLE— J.  C.  Houser. 


One  year  ago  the  superintendency  of  Danville  was  created,  not 
without  opposition,  however.  It  was  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
progressive  portion  of  the  board  and  people  to  have  closer  supervi- 
sion, systematic  management  and  all  round  school  improvement,  and 
after  a  year's  trial,  the  members  of  the  boards  not  only  satisfied  them- 
selves, but  proved  to  the  thinking  people  that  they  were  not  disap- 
pointed in  their  expectations  and  that  tlie  schools  had  advanced  dur- 
ing the  year.  Consequently,  the  superintendency  has  more  support- 
ers than  it  had  a  year  ago.  All  innovations  have  been  regarded 
\Miii  appieaension  by  liie  public  and  opposed  by  the  few  who  have 
little  appreciation  for  educational  improvements  that  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  ten  years.  Thus,  conservatism  has,  to  some 
extent,  impeded  desired  changes  and  progress  of  the  schools.  Never- 
theless, a  cont-?ast  of  the  present  state  of  affairs  with  the  past  in- 
spires hope  and  confidence  in  the  future. 

With  regard  to  the  action  of  the  board,  I  have  little  to  condemn, 
but  much  to  commend.  With  one  exception  it  is  composed  of  con- 
scientious men,  who  have  the  interests  of  the  schools  at  heart  and 
nuike  them  paramount  to  their  personal  interests.  They  are  non- 
pi-ejudiced  against  creed  or  nationality  and  are  willing  to  make  pei'- 
sonal  sacrifices  for  the  general  welfare  of  our  boys  and  girls.  The 
policy  of  the  board  is  improvement  and  with  a  view  to  this,  it  is  ex- 
pending money  as  rapidly  as  the  finances  will  admit  without  levying 
any  extra  tax.  In  addition  to  the  expenditures  for  the  regular  re- 
pairs and  supplies,  the  board  has  purchased  a  new  Shoemaker  i)iano 
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htv  (lie  liij^h  sclnxil,  .fHMI.lM)  woilli  of  supplciiientary  I'Oiuling,  iu- 
tt'iided  1()  eo-ordiiialc  willi  hisloi-y,  geugrapliy  and  literature,  a 
eabinc'l  of  weights  and  measures  for  each  ward  building,  three  new 
teachers'  desks,  a  Stan<hird  dictionary  for  the  high  school,  an  Inter- 
n'ati(Mial  dictionary  for  the  Fourth  ward,  a  supply  of  wall  maps  and 
a  (lildis'  Armillary  Sphere  for  each  ward.  It  has  also  provided  for 
the  iiilroduclion  of  llie  I 'rang  drawing  system  and  ordered  a  fine 
cabiuei  for  animal  and  mineral  specimens.  Still  a  few  directors  are 
inclined  to  think,  and  make,  the  high  sctliool  a  source  of  supjdy  for 
teachers  for  our  schools  witlioiil  giving,  even  lo  a  limited  extent,  a 
training  for  the  position  of  teacher.  II  is  a  lamentable  fact,  too, 
that  merit  alone  does  no(  alwa.ys  inlluence  the  selection  of  teachers. 

Oiji-  teacheis,  as  a  class,  have  been  conscientious  and  faithful  in 
(he  discharge  of  Iheir  dulics,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  have  pro- 
duced satisfactory  results.  Whatever  differences  exist  in  results, 
may  be  attributed  to  differences  in  abitily,  not  to  wilful  neglect  of 
duty.  They  are  interested  in  their  profession  generally  and  aim  to 
do  better  work  in  the  future  than  tliey  did  in  the  past.  Nearly  all 
are  taking  educational  journals.  Many  are  doing  considerable  work 
in  the  principles  and  methods  of  teaching.  They  are  manifesting 
an  educational  interest  for  many  years  here  unknown.  Acting  ac- 
cording to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  they  voted  at  one  of  the  general 
teachers'  meetings  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  opening  of  a  pedagogical 
library.     The  fund  is  raised  by  monthly  payments  from  each  teacher. 

Our  buildings,  seven  in  number,  are  in  good  condition,  although 
one  is  old.  The  three  largest  are  heated  and  ventilated  with  thi? 
Sraead-Wills  system.  The  rooms  generally  are  in  good  condition, 
and  are  furnished  with  good  modern  seats,  notwithstanding  that  in 
a  few  rooms  they  are  either  too  high  or  too  law  for  the  comfort  of 
many  pupils.  xVll  buildings  are  conveniently  supplied  with  water, 
except  those  in  the  Fourth  ward. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  often  graduates  of  the  high  schools  are  se- 
lected as  teachers,  a  teachers'  training  class  has  been  formed,  which 
meets  once  a  week,  to  outline  the  work  of  certain  branches  and  to 
discuss  school  organization,  school  management,  methods  and  edu- 
cational principles.     Only  graduates  are  admitted. 

Teachers'  general  meetings  are  held  monthly  and  grade  meetings 
as  often  as  is  consistent  with  the  best  interest  of  the  grades.  Here 
business  common  to  all  schools  is  transacted  and  methods  and  edu- 
cational means,  values  and  principles  are  discussed.  Sometimes  the 
entire  meeting  is  occupied  by  the  superintendent,  but  generally  the 
teachers  join  in  asking  questions,  engage  in  discussions  and  read  well 
prepared  papers. 

The  progress  of  the  schools  during  the  year  has  been  marked  in 
various  directions.     Courses  of  study  have  been  revised.     The  pri- 
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niaiy  work  has  been  pushed  to  the  contines  of  the  kindergarten  de- 
partment with  good  results.  Considerable  work  has  been  done  m 
plant  life  and  animal  life  during  the  first  four  years  of  school  life. 
Use  is  made,  whenever  possible,  of  the  marine  invertebrates  pro- 
cured from  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Map  drawing  is  now  suc- 
cessfully taught.  Memory  "gems"  are  moderately  used  with  gratify- 
ing results.  Separate  recitation  periods  are  given  to  mental  arith- 
metic in  the  grammar  and  senior  secondary  grades.  The  Prang 
drawing  sj^stem  was  introduced  in  the  three  lower  grades,  three 
years'  work,  with  a  view  of  extending  it  to  the  grades  above,  as  time 
advances.  The  most  flattering  results  have  been  reaped.  Teachers 
agree  that  drawing  not  only  trains  the  eye  and  hand,  but  is  an  aid 
to  the  development  of  the  mind  in  other  branches.  Conservative 
patrons,  for  a  while,  contended  that  the  pupils  were  too  much 
crowded  in  work  because  of  the  new  features  in  school,  but  now  they 
are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the  work,  as  a  whole,  has  become 
lightened  by  adaptation  to  capacity,  by  the  substitution  of  the  prac- 
tical for  the  non-practical,  by  the  use  of  rational  instead  of  irrational 
methods,  that  the  extras  serve  as  a  dessert  to  the  regular  routine  of 
work.  Pupils  do  more  of  a  variety  of  work,  and  do  it  easier  and 
better  than  they  did  one  year  ago.  They  study  to  understand  and 
to  know  rather  than  to  recite  or  to  have  gone  over  so  many  pages  of 
the  text.  Text-books  are  no  longer  strictly  adhered  to,  but  used  as  a 
means  of  employment,  with  few  exceptions,  where  the  teachers  are 
not  masters  of  the  subjects  they  teach.  In  every  grade,  however, 
I  here  is  an  improvement  in  class  management.  Better  work  is  being 
done  in  all  the  branches  than  was  done  last  year.  Especially  is  this 
the  case  in  arithmetic  and  language.  Pupils  now  regard  arithmetic 
as  a  favorite  study  since  the  subject  is  treated  in  a  practical  manner 
and  since  they  are  led  to  see  that  the  mechanical  work  is  not  an  end 
but  a  means  to  the  end.  The  pupils  of  the  grammar  and  senior  sec- 
ondary grades  are  doing  average  w^ork;  in  arithmetic  at  least  a  year 
in  advance  of  what  was  done  two  years  ago.  This  statement  is 
made  on  the  testimony  of  the  teachers  as  well  as  from  observation. 
Vertical  writing  was  introduced  a  year  ago,  and  the  results  are  such 
as  not  to  indicate  a  return  to  the  slant  writing. 

The  high  school  received  equally  as  much  attention  as  the  other 
schools.  It  is  the  pride  of  the  citizens  who  are  friends  of  higher  edu- 
cation. The  average  attendance  is  eleven  per  cent,  of  the  average 
attendance  of  all  the  schools.  About  four  months  ago  the  old  course 
of  study  was  displaced  by  six  new  courses.  These  are  identical  in 
the  first  year,  nearly  so  in  the  second,  but  differ  widely  in  the  junior 
and  senior  years.  About  half  of  the  work  is  elective  during  these 
two  years.  Pupils  can  graduate  from  any  course  in  four  years,  or 
raav  remain  in  school  and  complete  additional  courses.     The  work  is 
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outlined  as  follows:  Three  years'  worU  in  the  natural  sciences  as  a 
siuj;le  branch;  four  in  each  of  mathematics  and  Latin;  three  in  history, 
two  in  each  of  Greek,  German  and  literature.  Besides  thes^e  are  in- 
cluded economics,  book-keeping,  commercial  and  parliamentary  law. 
The  latter  is  taught  largely  in  connection  with  the  literary  societies 
of  llic  school,  'riicrc  is  ;i  fonr-vcni-  rending  coui-se  outlined  by  tb<? 
principal,  which  pupils  must  read,  and  of  which  they  must  give  a 
synopsis  before  graduating.  Pupils  can  prepare  for  any  college  of 
ordinary  rank.  Those  graduating  from  the  preparatory  courses  will 
have  their  diplomas  recognized  by  the  following  colleges:  Washing- 
ton and  Jefferson,  Franklin  and  Marshall,  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ursinus, provided  a  detailed  statement  concerning  the  texts 
together  with  the  quantity  of  work  done  in  each,  the  grades,  the 
standing,  etc.,  is  certified  to  by  the  principal  and  superintendent. 
The  regular  work  of  the  school  is  supplemented  by  exercises  in  the 
recently  organized  Lincoln  and  Garfield  Literaiy  Societies,  which  are 
regarded  as  an  important  part  of  the  high  school  training,  and  pupils 
pursuing  a  regular  course  are  compelled  to  take  such  part  in  them  as 
they  are  found  capable  of  doing,  unless  for  extraordinary  reasons 
chey  are  excused  by  the  board.  The  school  is  not  amply  supplied  with 
apparatus,  library  and  reference  books.  The  absence  of  a  library  is 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Thomas  Beaver  Free  Library,  con- 
taining 9,2.'^8  volumes  furnishes  valuable  means  for  increasing  in- 
terest and  knowledge  in  art,  sciences,  civics,  history  and  literature  in 
general,  to  all  of  which  all  our  pupils  have  access  free  of  charge.  In 
order  to  be  admitted  to  the  school,  pupils  must  have  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  English  grammar.  United  States  history  and  practical  arith- 
metic, and  have  all  the  other  common  branches  completed.  Correla 
tion  is  somewhat  taken  into  consideration  in  the  entrance  require- 
ments as  well  as  in  the  work  throughout  the  course. 

Two  unusual  events  are  pleasant  to  note,  namely:  the  organization 
of  the  High  School  Alumni  Association  and  a  course  of  university  ex- 
tension lectures  on  the  "Poets  of  the  Revolution  Age,"  given  in  the 
high  school  room  by  Dr.  W.  Clarke  Robinson,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Alumni  Association. 

The  commencement  exercises,  held  in  the  opera  house,  attracted 
as  usual,  a  large  and  appreciative  audience  of  prominent  pc^ople  and 
friends  of  education.  The  program  rendered  was  of  a  high  order  and 
the  speakers  did  themselves  credit,  as  well  as  their  teachers.  The 
class,  numbering  fifteen,  decided  that  only  nine  were  to  speak,  those 
graduating  with  honors  and  such  as  were  elected  by  the  class. 
Those  not  speaking  took  part  in  the  contest  between  the  Lincoln  and 
Garfield  Literary  Societies,  the  last  day  of  school.  The  plan  proved 
acceptable.  The  class  graduated  in  college  "caps  and  gowns,"  that 
special  distinction  in  dress  might  be  avoided. 
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Tliough  several  refoi-ms  lune  been  wrought  and  progress  made 
evident,  it  would  be  folly  for  us  to  be  content  with  present  achieve- 
ments. Encouraged  by  past  experience,  we  hope  to  continue  in  tin- 
onward  march  of  intellectual  progress  so  characteristic  of  the  age 
until  our  boys  and  girls  shall  enjoy  not  only  a  practical  education  at 
every  turn  of  life,  but  the  highest  scholastic  training  possible  with 
fixed  sentiments  of  moral  truths  and  devotion  to  man  and  state. 


DUBOIS— W.  L.  Greene. 


The  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  and  uniformly  successful 
work.  To  the  hearty  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers  and  parents, 
and  to  the  courtesy  and  support  of  the  local  press  have  been  due,  in 
no  small  degree,  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  our  schools  during 
the  year. 

During  the  summer  of  1895,  a  six-room  building  was  erected  in  the 
Third  ward,  at  an  expense  of  |16,500.00,  having  a  seating  capacity 
of  300  pupils,  and  heated  and  ventilated  with  the  Peck-Williamson 
system.  At  the  same  time  a  four-room  addition  was  erected  to  the 
Fourth  ward  building,  at  an  expense  of  |8,500.00,  which  doubled  the 
seating  capacity  of  that  building.  The  same  system  of  heating  and 
ventilation  is  in  use  there. 

About  500  volumes  were  added  to  the  high  school  library.  A  li- 
brary has  also  been  sta^rted  in  each  of  the  other  buildings. 

Eleven  students  comj)leted  the  four-years'  high  school  course,  and 
were  graduated  on  May  12,  receiving  the  high  school  dix)lonia. 

In  view  of  the  great  social  discontent  existing  in  all  sections  of 
our  country  and  manifesting  itself  in  the  different  forms  of  socialism, 
giving  rise  to  various  alliances,  labor  organizations  and  the  Popu- 
listic  movement,  I  think  that  we  may  well  ask  ourselves  the  question 
''To  what  extent  are  the  public  schools  responsible  for  this  condi- 
tion; or,  if  not  responsible  in  a  blameworthy  sense,  to  what  extent 
can  they  correct  this  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  by  aiming  to  edu- 
cate the  rising  generation,  not  as  individuals  merely,  but  as  members 
of  society,  developing  in  them  an  altruistic  spirit  instead  of  the  spirit 
of  selfishness  which  results  from  a  purely  intellectual  education? 

The  civilization  of  a  people  is  the  outcome  of  certain  social,  reli- 
gious and  political  conceptions.  Our  present  civilization,  our  whole 
social  structure  rests  upon  a  number  of  fundamental,  directing  ideas 
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existiug-  iu  the  miiuls  of  tlie  people.  The  present  unsettled  state  of 
society,  wherein  there  are  frequent  collisions  between  classes  whose 
iuteresls  are  apparently  opposed,  but  which  are  in  reality  identical, 
a  condition  wliich  no  thoughtful  person  will  contend  is  the  best  pos- 
sible, is  the  result  of  certain  erroneous  ideas  held  by  large  numbers 
of  our  people.  To  bring  about  a  change  in  the  condition  of  society 
for  the  better,  it  is  necessary  to  develop  in  the  minds  and  the  hearts 
of  the  people  true  ideas  of  the  nature  and  character  of  human  rela- 
tions. Where  con  Id  t]iis  be  done  better  than  in  the  public  schools? 
There  is  no  more  potent  intiuence  in  moulding  the  character  and  the 
civilization  of  a  people  than  that  of  its  common  schools. 

The  great  majority  of  people  have  no  higher  aim  in  the  education 
of  their  children  than  that  they  may  be  prepared  to  wage  a  fierce 
and  equal  combat  in  the  great  human  struggle  for  personal  gain. 
Those  who  aim  to  educate  their  children  that  they  may  contribute 
to  the  welfare  of  society  are  in  the  minority. 

To  the  end  that  our  public  schools  may  subserve  this  higher  pur- 
pose, and  become  an  adequate  basis  for  universal  suffrage,  for  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  it  is  suggested  that  provisions  be  made  for  in- 
struction in  the  science  of  sociology,  or  some  system  of  ethics  having 
for  its  basis  some  such  universally  accepted  ethical  principle  as  "do 
unto  others  as  vou  would  have  them  do  unto  vou." 


EASTOX— AA'ni.  W.  Cottingham. 


A  resume  of  the  educational  work  of  the  year  that  has  just  closed 
involves  a  repetition  of  what  has  been  already  embraced  by  former 
reports,  and,  therefore,  but  little  can  be  offered  that  may  be  deemed 
as  specially  noteworthy.  The  achievements  of  the  year  develop 
nothing  either  in  effort  or  result  tliat  is  at  variance  with  the  attain- 
ments usually  reached  by  the  schools  of  this  district.  No  experiment 
has  been  attempted  or  suggested,  nor  has  any  scheme  been  devised 
or  put  in  motion  that  would  tend  to  disturb  the  general  system  under 
which  the  schools  have  hitherto  been  successfully  manipulated. 

Although  the  general  plan  under  which  the  schools  have  been  con- 
ducted remains  intact,  there  have  been  some  changes  effected  in  the 
details  of  school  work,  especially  in  the  direction  of  bringing  the 
methods  and  means  employed  in  the  daily  routine  of  the  class  room 
up  to  a  standard  of  eflficiency  that  harmonizes  more  and  more  with 
modern  ideas  of  educational  progress! veness. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  shows  no  signs  of  retrogressions,  but 
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on  the  contrary  gives  positive  and  reliable  evidence  of  assured  growtli 
as  a  result  of  healthful  development.  The  measure  of  success  real- 
ized in  the  several  departments,  although  not  fully  commensurate 
with  the  estimate  of  what  was  possible  iu  achievement,  was  never- 
theless sufficiently  pronounced  to  allay  any  misgivings  as  to  the  char- 
acter and  value  of  the  work  done. 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


Why  do  the  public  schools  exist? 

Because  they  are  naturally  and  logically  necessary  to  the  maint»i- 
nance  of  government  by  the  people. 

Why? 

Because  in  government  by  the  people,  the  people  are  the  rulers, 
and  they  should,  therefor^",  have  the  intelliL';ence  necessary  to  the 
proper  administration  of  all  the  functions  of  government.  The  gen- 
eral masses  should  not  only  have  the  average  intelligence  necessary 
to  perform  the  ordinary  functions  of  government,  in  voting,  and  in 
fulfilling  properly  the  duties  of  the  local  offices  to  which  each  citizen 
may  be  called,  but  they  must  also  have  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
the  higher  education  necessary  to  the  proper  fulfillment  of  the  higher 
functions  of  srovernment  involved  in  the  duties  of  juror,  the  judge, 
the  legislator  or  the  statesman. 

The  public  schools  are,  therefore,  founded  and  supported  by  the 
State  in  order  that  the  instruction  given  in  them  may, in  turn,  support 
the  civil  government.  This  is  the  fundamental  idea  on  which  they 
are  based.  For  this  reason,  the  State  prescribes  that  the  basis  of 
culture  for  the  great  mass  of  children  must  be  a  complete  and  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  rudimentary  branches  of  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  spelling,  grammar  and  United  States  history. 
The  work  of  the  schools  must  be  concentrated  along  these  lines. 
The  children  of  the  people  have  only  a  few  years  for  acquiring  these 
rudiments,  and  if  the  instruction  in  them  is  weakened  or  wasted  oy 
the  introduction  into  their  schools  of  studies  based  upon  sentiment  or 
the  clamor  of  one-sided  enthusiasts,  the  gravest  injustice  will  be 
done,  not  only  to  the  children  of  the  people,  but  also  to  the  com- 
munity whose  destinies  they  are  hereafter  to  decide. 

To  the  primary,  or  elementary  school  belongs  the  instruction  in  the 
fundamental  branches,  under  the  best  teachers  that  can  be  got,  of 
such  knowledge  and  power  that  they  are  at  once  the  text-book,  and 
the  inspiration  to  the  best  effort  of  which  the  pupil  is  capable. 

To  Die  scconflaiy.  or  the  high  school,  i)elongs  that  bioacU'r  instinc- 


No.  6.]  Erie.  161 

tioii  in  the  same  braiiihes  embraced  in  tlie  study  of  history,  litem- 
ture,  lan<,Mia{,^e,  mathematics  and  <,a-nei'al  science.  To  these  two 
parts  of  the  pnblic  school  system  the  State  entrusts  the  work  of  pre- 
paring? the  future  citizen  for  the  intelligent  exercise  of  tin-  functions 
of  the  j^overnnient  of  which  lie  will  be  a  part. 

W'liether  the  work  is  well  or  poorly  done  is  a  mooted  question.  A 
clipping  from  a  prominent  western  journal  may  be  in  point:  "Law- 
yers complain  of  the  inefficiency  of  stenograi>hers  receiving  their 
rudimentary  education  of  late  in  our  public  schools.  Said  one  the 
other  day:  *It  is  a  fact  that  the  stenographers  educated  in  the 
public  schools  are  utterh'  deficient  in  the  rudiments  required  in  their 
business.  The  spelling  is  wretched,  while  they  know  absolutely 
nothing  of  punctuation,  capitalization  or  paragraphing.  We  invai  i- 
ably  have  to  set  about  teaching  them  these  things  ourselves.  I  am  in 
favor  of  higher  education,  but  do  not  believe  in  crowding  it  into  the 
grades  to  the  neglect  of  the  three  R's.'  " 

Further  testimony.  It  is  well  known  that  the  examinations  of 
teachers  for  the  common  schools  disclose  the  fact  that  beyond  the 
paltry,  average,  technical  knowledge  of  the  branches  prescribed  by 
law  there  is  a  woful  lack  of  a  broad,  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
the  arithmetic  required  for  business,  or  of  the  great  questions 
that  make  history,  or  of  the  ability  to  use  the  English  language  with 
correctness  and  force,  or  of  the  correct  spelling  of  words  current  in 
the  newspaper  and  the  avocations  of  practical  life.  Right  here  is  the 
strength  or  the  weakness  of  the  public  schools.  If  those  who 
manage  them  concentrate  their  efforts  upon  the  essentials,  there  is 
strength;  if  they  fritter  their  energies  upon  illegitimate  diversions, 
under  the  mistaken  idea  that  it  is  "putting  the  whole  child  to 
school"  there  is,  and  always  will  be,  weakness. 

The  points  of  interest  in  Erie  for  the  year  1895-96  were: 

Total  day  enrollment,  7,151 

Night  schools, 331 

7,482 

Teachers  employed  for  regular  branches, 163 

Teachers  of  German, 15 

178 

Number  of  school  houses  built 2 

Cost 153,451 

Total  number  of  buildings 17 

Parochial  schools, 6 

Enrollment  (estimated),    3,000 

Population  of  city  (estimated),   55,000 

11--6.96 
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FOSTER   TOWNSHIP,   LUZERNE   COUNTY— Joseph   B.    Gabrio. 


I  lieiebj'  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  first  annual  written  report 
of  the  Foster  township  schools. 

We  have  1,385  pupils  registered.  Therefore,  our  fifteen  buildings, 
with  a  fraction  over  1,400  sittings  show  that  further  provisions  will 
soon  be  needed.  The  new  school  law  will  increase  our  enrollment,  so 
that  the  board  of  directors  will  be  compelled  to  erect  at  least  one,  if 
not  two,  one-room  buildings  for  the  coming  term. 

As  this  was  the  first  year  of  local  supervision,  I  will  merely  report 
progress.  The  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  very  encouraging. 
The  strife,  which  existed,  has  vanished,  and  by  the  co-operation  of 
directors,  citizens,  teachers  and  superintendent,  Foster  township  will 
have  the  most  successful  year  in  the  history  of  its  existence. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


Since  my  last  report,  the  organization  of  the  schools  has  remained 
unchanged;  the  methods  of  instruction  of  previous  years  have  been 
followed,  modified  a  little  where  iexperieuce  has  suggested  improve- 
ments; drawing  in  all  grades  and  elementary  algebra  in  the  last  year 
of  the  grammar  schools  have  been  added  to  the  course  of  study. 

This  gives,  in  small  compass,  our  school  history  for  the  year,  and 
it  would,  perhaps,  be  better  to  close  my  report,  but  I  am  constrained 
to  make  a  brief  comment  upon  the  report  for  last  year  of  one  of  the 
city  superintendents. 

Those  of  us  who  have  for  years  made  the  grading  of  pupils  in  the 
public  schools  a  subject  of  careful  study,  and  who  found  a  way,  years 
ago  to  "cease  yoking  together  the  bright  and  the  dull  for  their  whole 
school  lives,"  are  pleased  to  learn  from  the  report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Insti'uction  for  1895,  that  in  the  capital  city  of  Law- 
rence county,  they  learned  last  year,  by  happy  experience,  to  sing 

"This  is  the  way  I  long  have  sought, 
And  mourned  because  I  found  it  not." 

We  extend  hearty  congratulations  and  add,  "better  late  than 
never." 
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But,  for  one,  I  enter  a  mild  but  solemn  protest  against  the  claims 
made  in  the  published  report,  and  against  the  issuing  of  letters 
patent  for  this  supposed-to-be  new  discovery,  under  the  name  and 
title  of  the  "New  Castle  plan." 


HARRISBURG— L.  O.  Foose. 


The  total  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  of  Harrisburg  for  the 
year  ending  June  1.  1896,  was  8,319.  Of  this  number  more  thau 
seven  per  cent,  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school,  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  total  enrollment  than  is  found  in  the  high  schools  of  most 
cities. 

About  thirty-four  per  cent,  were  enrolled  in  the  grammar  grade, 
this  includes  or  comprises  most  of  the  pupils  between  the  ages  of 
twelve  and  fifteen  years. 

The  remainder,  or  nearly  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  entire  enrollment, 
were  in  the  primary  grades,  ranging  in  age  from  six  to  twelve  years. 

It  will  be  safe  to  say  that  about  one-half  of  the  entire  enrollment 
consisted  of  pupils  under  eleven  years  of  age.  But  a  limited  number 
of  these  will  ever  reach  the  high  school,  hence,  the  importance  of 
making  the  most  possible  out  of  the  primary  schools,  and  of  giving 
the  pupils  who  attend  them  every  advantage  for  advancement  in 
study  and  for  preparation  for  the  duties  of  life.  The  teachers  in 
these  schools  aim  to  lay  stress  on  those  things  which  will  make  their 
pupils  strongest  in  the  essentials  of  an  elementary  education,  and 
ground  them  in  the  leading  principles  of  rudimentary  knowledge. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  somewhat  changed  so  as  to  better 
adapt  it  to  the  wants  of  the  pupils.  The  work  has  been  mapped  out 
for  the  different  grades  by  terms  enabling  teachers  of  the  same  grade 
to  pursue  the  same  subjects  in  their  classes  at  about  the  same  time. 
This  secures  uniformity  in  the  work  all  along  the  line  without  de- 
stroying individuality,  and  is  an  advantage  to  pupils  who  are  com- 
pelled to  change  schools  because  of  removal  to  a  different  part  of  the 
city.  ' 

Stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  subjects  of  literature,  patriotism  and 
manners.  Much  can  be  done  all  along  up  through  the  grades,  in 
brief  lessons,  and  at  odd  moments  to  awaken  a  taste  for  literature 
and  a  love  of  country  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  pupils.  Early  in 
life  they  learn  to  appreciate  and  cherish  the  beautiful,  the  good,  the 
true,  the  heroic  nnrl  the  patriotic  in  what  they  rend  and  hear. 
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The  wise  teacher  will  not  fail  to  improve  occasions  when  "words 
fitly  spoken  are  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver,"  and  will  not 
fail  to  remember,  as  Emerson  puts  it,  that  when  ''3^ou  give  a  boy  ad- 
dress and  accomplishments,  you  give  him  the  mastery  of  palaces  and 
fortunes  wherever  he  goes." 

A  large  number  of  our  teachers  took  a  course  of  instruction  in 
physical  culture  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  good  results  of 
which  w^ere  seen  later  on  in  an  improvement  in  the  health  of  not  a 
few,  and  in  their  being  better  able  to  endure  both  the  mental  and 
l)hysical  wear  and  tear  of  the  year's  work.  Many  of  them  put  the 
knowledge  of  the  subject  they  had  acquired  to  a  practical  test  in 
their  schools,  and,  as  a  result,  showed  more  power  over  their  pupils 
from  the  fact  that  the  system  and  methods  thus  introduced  enabled 
them  more  easily  to  control  every  part  of  the  school's  work. 

A  number  of  new  schools  were  opened  during  the  year  to  relieve 
crowded  buildings  and  to  thin  out  over-crowded  schools.  More  will 
be  needed  during  the  year  to  come.  In  order  to  make  provision  for 
this  increase  of  pupils,  and  for  those  likely  to  be  forced  into  the 
schools  by  the  compulsory  law,  the  board  has  arranged  for  the  erec- 
tion of  three  new  buildings  and  for  an  addition  to  an  existing  one. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  proceeded  about  as  steadily  and  quietly 
as  usual. 

The  attendance  in  the  high  school  and  in  the  grammar  schools  con- 
tinues to  increase.  The  enrollment  in  the  former  at  the  close  of  the 
year  was  615,  and  two  additional  teachers  were  employed  in  the 
latter  to  meet  the  increase  there. 

The  work  in  music  and  drawing  is  becoming  more  appreciated 
from  year  to  year,  and  to  the  same  extent  is  becoming  more  efficient. 

The  secretary  of  the  board,  John  W.  Young,  Esq.,  after  an  illness 
of  a  few  weeks,  departed  this  life  June  22,  1895,  in  the  49th  year  of 
his  age. 

For  nine  years  he  served  as  a  director  from  the  Fourth  ward  of  the 
city,  and  for  six  years  of  that  time  was  annually  chosen  as  president 
of  the  board.  For  the  last  nine  years  he  was  annually  chosen  as 
secretary  of  the  board,  and  at  its  organization  in  June,  1895,  was 
again  unanimously  elected  to  that  position  for  another  year. 

Mr.  Young  was  highly  esteemed  in  this  community  as  a  faithful 
public  servant,  a  warm  and  trusted  friend  and  a  consistent  Chris 
tian  gentleman.  His  long  service  in  connection  with  the  schools  of 
this  district  renders  this  allusion  to  his  worth  and  work  as  a  fitting 
tribute  to  his  memory. 
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HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


The  completiou  of  the  Church  street  buildiug  marks  another  step 
in  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  public  education  in  Hazleton.  It 
was  dedicated  February  1'2,  and  four  rooms  were  occupied  the  follow- 
ing week.  Four  more  will  be  needed  the  coming  term,  and  if  the  city 
continues  its  present  rate  of  growth  in  population,  it  will  be  but  a 
short  time  until  another  building  will  be  necessary. 

Soon  after  its  dedication,  the  grammar  school  of  that  section  of  the 
city  gave  an  entertainment  in  the  fine  audience  room  of  the  new 
building  that  netted  them  nearly  |130.00,  which  they  at  once  invested 
in  books  as  the  nucleus  of  a  library. 

A  teachers'  library,  comprising  many  of  the  most  valuable  works 
upon  pedagogical  subjects  has  been  established  by  the  teachers  of 
the  city.  The  high  school,  also,  added  many  volumes  to  their  already 
well  selected  list  of  several  hundred. 

The  city  institute  continues  to  be  an  important  means  of  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  schools.  In  addition  to  the  usual  miscellaneous 
programs  of  such  meetings,  we  pursued  a  careful  course  in  the  study 
of  Parker's  Talks  on  Pedagogics,  or  the  Theory  of  Concentration. 
Probably  no  work  that  we  have  studied  as  an  institute  aroused  so 
much  interest,  proved  so  suggestive  and  was  so  provocative  of 
earnest  discussion  as  this  latest  contribution  of  Col.  Parker  to  thii 
science  and  art  of  education. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been,  in  some  respects,  the  most  encourag- 
ing in  my  fifteen  years  of  supervision  of  the  schools  of  Hazleton. 
The  cause,  in  great  part,  may  be  read  between  the  lines  in  the  fol- 
lowing, taken  from  my  annual  report  to  the  city  school  controllers. 

'The  old  adage  'as  is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school,'  is  just  as  true 
when  it  reads  "As  is  the  director,  so  is  the  school,'  for  when  con- 
trollers pursue  a  liberal  policy  towards  the  schools,  paying  fair 
salaries,  granting  full  terms,  giving  freedom  to  superintendent  and 
teachers  to  bring  about  desirable  results  in  their  own  way,  supply- 
ing necessary  books  and  other  material,  dropping  an  occasional  word 
of  encouragement  and  appreciation  and  giving  teachers  their  moral 
support  in  matters  of  discipline,  they  not  only  make  good  schools 
possible,  but  they  make  poor  schools  impossible.  The  activities  of 
men  and  women  employed  under  such  circumstances  limited  only  by 
time  and  strength,  the  question  of  whether  it  is  "so  nominated  in  the 
bond,"  never  occurs  to  them.  I  know  that  I  am  expressing,  not  onlv 
my  own  sentiments,  but  those  of  the  teachers  of  the  city  when  I  sav 
that,  to  a  large  extent,  the  success  of  the  schools  has  been  the  result 
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of  a  favorable  attitude  of  the  controllers  and  their  active  co-opera- 
tion, and  I  desire,  on  behalf  of  the  school  interests  of  our  city,  to 
thank  the  members  of  this  board  who  have  had  the  honor  of  con- 
tributing bj  their  generous  and  unselfish  support,  to  the  welfare  of 
thousands  of  our  bovs  and  girls." 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— John  J.  Mulhall. 


Nothing  new  has  been  introduced  during  the  year  just  closed. 
The  chief  aim  of  our  schools  has  been  to  attain  the  ends  mentioned 
in  my  report  of  last  year,  namely,  thoroughness  and  proficiency. 
Along  these  lines  much  has  been  accomplished  and  marked  progress 
has  been  made.  A  fair,  or  good,  knowledge  of  the  common  branches 
must  always  form  the  basis  of  a  liberal  education.  The  majority  of 
our  pupils  leave  school  at  a  comparatively  early  age.  To  give  them, 
during  the  few  brief  years  of  school  life  allotted  them,  the  most  prac- 
tical education  that  we  can,  and  one  that  will  best  fit  them  for  the 
battle  of  life  thereafter  ought,  it  seems  to  me,  to  constitute  the  prin- 
cipal consideration  in  the  formulation  of  any  course  of  comm(m 
school  studies.  To  achieve  this  much  to  be  desired  end  has  been  and 
is  our  great  objective  point. 


HOMESTEAD— J.   C.  Kendall. 


The  following  brief  report  is  submitted  for  the  school  year  ending 
June  1,  1896.  I  am  pleased  to  note  satisfactory  progress  in  all  de- 
partments of  our  work.  Free  text-books,  better  qualified  teachers 
and  interest  of  parents  have  brought  about  this  result. 

One  of  the  new  features  of  the  coming  school  year  will  be  the  in- 
troduction of  manual  training,  beginning  with  the  sixth  grade  pupils 
and  continuing  through  the  high  school.  The  school  board  has  se- 
cured the  services  of  Mr.  Harris  W.  Moore,  of  Holden,  Mass.,  who 
was  educated  in  the  Worcester  Polytechnic  school,  and  who  also 
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spent  several  veai-s  in  tlie  New  York  College  for  the  Training  of 
Teachers,  as  princii)al  of  the  manual  training  department. 

The  first  year  \Yill  be  devoted  to  mechanical  drawing  and  wood 
work.  In  the  second  year  iron  working  will  be  introduced  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  the  lirst  year  of  the  course.  All  expenses 
of  this  department  are  borne  by  Mr.  C.  M.  Schwab,  superintendent  of 
the  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  Homestead,  Pa.  1  am  pleased  to  see 
the  interest  manifested  by  the  citizens  in  behalf  of  industrial  edu 
cation  and  their  well  wishes  to  the  benefactor  of  this  department. 

All  new  teachers  employed  this  year  hold  the  highest  grade  of 
certificate.  In  a  few  years  only  those  having  the  highest  qualifica- 
tions will  be  employed  by  discriminating  school  boards,  the  political 
school  boards,  of  course,  always  excepted. 

Let  all  true  citizens  aid  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  school  law  so 
that  no  child  of  the  grand  old  Commonwealth  shall  be  illiterate.  We 
believe  they  will.  We  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Department  for  the 
many  favors  received  in  the  past  year,  as  well  as  to  other  agencies 
that  have  contributed  to  our  success. 


HUNTINGDON— W.  M.  Benson. 


The  year  has  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  terms  in  the  history 
of  the  Huntingdon  schools.  Increased  enrollment,  increased  percent- 
age of  attendance  and  another  teacher  added  to  the  list. 

The  directors  visited  the  schools  quite  frequently.  This  stimu- 
lated the  teachers  to  greater  efforts  in  their  work  and  was  a  source  of 
encouragement  to  the  pupils. 

The  teachers  of  the  Fourth  ward  schools  celebrated  Arbor  day  in 
a  fitting  manner.  A  program  was  prepared  by  the  different  schools 
and  teachers,  addresses  by  the  president  of  the  board  and  superin- 
tendent, and  three  beautiful  trees  were  placed  in  the  yard  in  front  of 
the  building. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  drawing  as  a  branch  has  been  dropped 
from  the  course  of  study,  and  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  soon  be  recon- 
sidered in  a  favorable  manner. 

Examinations  were  abolished  and  pupils  promoted  from  term 
work.  It  is  yet  a  matter  of  conjecture  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong. 
We  must  judge  a  tree  by  its  fruit.  But  we  believe  it  to  be  a  step  in 
the  right  direction. 

No  high  school  building  this  year. 
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JOHNSTOWN— T.  B.  Johnston. 


The  record  of  our  schools  for  the  year  just  closed  is  much  the  same 
as  their  history  for  the  several  preceding  years,  the  progress  such  as 
follows  studious  habits  of  pupils,  faithful  efforts  of  teachers  and 
sustained  interest  by  the  people. 

A  splendidly  equipped  new  eight-room  brick  building  was  com- 
pleted and  occupied  in  January.  This,  with  the  several  other  new 
buildings  erected  within  the  past  six  j^ears,  furnishes  every  part  of 
the  city  with  first  class  school  accommodations  for  several  years  to 
come. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  our  city  was  entitled  by  law  to  its  own 
separate  institute.  Our  teachers  had  longed  for  this  time  for  years, 
and  preparations  to  make  the  meetings  notably  successful  were 
made,  the  teachers  joining  heartily  in  the  work,  with  the  result  that 
on  all  sides  it  was  voted  the  most  profitable  institute  meeting  they 
had  ever  attended. 

Our  institute  was  held  January  6-10,  and  the  following  were  the  in- 
structors, aside  from  our  own  teachers:  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  State 
Commissioner  of  Common  Schools,  of  Ohio;  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  of  the 
Indiana  Normal,  and  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  of  the  Lock  Haven 
Normal. 

The  teachers,  by  unanimous  vote,  taxed  themselves  two  dollars 
each  toward  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  meeting  over  and 
above  the  aid  received  by  law  from  the  county.  Of  the  seventy-seven 
teachers,  not  one  missed  a  single  session. 

I  may  say  I  am  justly  proud  of  our  corps  of  teachers  who  have 
manifested,  year  after  year,  since  I  have  been  associated  with  them, 
that  professional  interest  in  the  groat  work  in  which  they  are  en: 
gaged  as  to  give  their  time  to  fit  themselves  for  properly  discharg- 
ing the  responsilibities  which  that  work  imposes.  This  they  have 
done  as  faithfully  when  not  paid  as  when  paid. 

After  serving  flfteen  years  as  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
Johnstown,  I  sever  my  connection  with  them,  conscious  of  having 
discharged  my  duties  faithfully  and  conscientiously,  and  with  sin 
cere  good  wishes  for  their  continued  success  and  prosperity. 
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LANCASTER— K.  K.  Buelirle. 


"Onward  and  upward"  are  still  the  watchwords  of  our  board  of 
school  directors,  and  the  best  of  it  all  is  that  the  tax  rate  is  not 
tluMobv  increaspd.  Every  oflort  is  boinji^  made  to  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  schools  without  unduly  increasing  the  cost.  Di- 
rectors, superintendent  and  teachers  are  not  capriciously  changed, 
but  continuously  retained  in  the  service.  In  illustration  of 
this  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  principal  of  the  boys'  high  school 
has  now  been  fort}'  years  in  that  institution,  and  has  not  yet  by  any 
means  reached  ''the  dead  line,"  but  rather  bids  fair  to  round  out  a 
half  century  in  the  professor's  chair.  Not  an  experiment  made  in 
many  years  has  proved  a  complete  failure,  while,  of  course,  some 
have  not  been  as  successful  as  might  be  wished. 

Progress. 

Witli  the  occupation  of  the  new  buildings,  mentioned  in  my  report 
of  last  year,  the  number  of  schools  was  increased  so  as  to  reduce  the 
aveiage  of  attendance  per  school,  in  charge  of  one  teacher  (we  have 
the  single  room  plan  and  single  desks  in  all  but  one  building)  to  41.2 
in  the  primary  grade,  40.7  in  the  intermediate,  42  in  the  secondary, 
40.8  in  the  grammar  and  34.7  in  the  high  schools.  The  highest  aver- 
age attendance  for  any  teacher  in  the  primary  grade  was  53  and  the 
lowest  28;  ia  the  intermediate  53  and  29,  in  the  secondary  50  and  29, 
in  the  grammar  51  and  29,  and  in  the  high  schools  39  and  32.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  but  very  few  of  our  schools  are  crowded,  and  to  re- 
lieve these,  steps  have  already  been  taken  toward  the  erection  of  a 
new  building  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  city,  and  a  special  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  consider  matters  pertaining  to  the 
erection  of  a  new  building  for  the  girls'  high  school. 

The  schools  of  the  grammar  and  secondary  grades  were  supplied 
with  about  1300.00  worth  of  books  which,  with  those  previously  pur- 
chased by  the  pupils  and  their  friends,  constitute  the  nucleus  of  a 
library  in  each  school  under  the  care  of  the  teacher  thereof.  Great 
care  was  exercised  in  the  selection,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  libraries 
will  do  much  good.  Additions  will  be  made  from  time  to  time,  and 
it  has  already  resolved  to  extend  the  good  work  done  into  the  inter- 
mediate grade.  The  annex  to  the  girls'  high  school  was  supplied 
with  a  fine  microscope  as  an  aid  in  the  study  of  the  biological 
sciences. 
11* 
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The  Annual  City  Institute. 

At  last,  after  years  of  hoping,  longing,  waiting,  the  board  has 
authorized  the  holding  of  an  annual  city  institute,  of  which  the  first 
session  will  be  opened  August  31,  1896.  The  hope  is  entertained 
that  the  advantages  of  this  session  will  be  such  as  to  fully  justify  the 
change. 

More  than  ordinary  attention  will  be  given  to  instruction  in  vocal 
music  and  drawing,  and  "nature  study"  and  English  literature  will 
also  be  given  a  prominent  place. 

The  "one  thing  needful"  now  is  better  provision  for  the  practical 
training  of  persons  elected  as  teachers  before  they  enter  upon  their 
duties  as  such  and  assume  sole  charge  of  schools. 

The  brightest  ray  of  hope  as  regards  progress  in  our  schools  in  the 
future  is  justified  by  the  zeal  for  self-improvement  manifested  by 
quite  a  number  of  our  teachers.  Classes  for  the  study  of  the  lan- 
guages and  the  other  higher  branches  are  formed,  "summer  schools" 
are  attended  and  the  course  of  lectures  given  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Lancaster  Center  of  the  University  Extension  Teaching,  are  so 
largely  managed  and  so  numerously  attended  by  them  as  to  win  the 
highest  commendation  from  the  local  press,  and  to  be  in  striking 
contrast  to  the  attendance,  and  the  interest  manifested  by  the  other 
and  better  remunerated  learned  professions.  It  may  not  be  amiss 
to  call  special  attention  here  to  several  committees  provided  for  in 
the  organization  of  our  board  not  often  found  in  similar  bodies. 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  judiciary  to  consider  and 
report  upon  all  questions  involving  points  of  law  that  may  be  re- 
ferred to  it  by  the  board.  It  shall  also  represent  the  board  in  favor- 
ing or  opposing  new  legislation  affecting  our  system  of  schools. 

The  Committee  on  Night  Schools. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  night  schools  to  make  the 
efficiency  of  these  schools  its  special  care.  All  matters  appertain- 
ing to  these  schools  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  and  the  board 
shall  take  no  action  until  the  committee  shall  have  first  reported 
thereon. 

The  Committee  on  School  Hygiene. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  school  hygiene  to  report  to 
the  board  any  danger  that  may  arise  from  contagious  diseases  among 
the  pupils  in  the  schools,  any  defects  that  may  exist  in  the  sewerage 
of  the  school  buildings  or  in  tho  methods  in  use  for  heating,  lightiivr 
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and  ventilating  tliem,  and  any  cause  that  may  be  discovered  in  or 
about  the  schools  calculated  to  breed  disease  or  impair  health.  In 
the  case  of  contagious  diseases  the  committee  shall  have  power  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  protect  the  schools 
until  the  matter  can  be  brought  before  the  board.  It  shall  report  to 
the  board  all  questions  concerning  the  mental  or  physical  disqualiti- 
cation  of  pupils  to  attend  school  or  to  pursue  particular  studies. 


LEBANON— Cyrus  Boger. 


The  distinctive  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  introduction  of 
the  Pollard  synthetic  system  of  reading.  By  this  system  the  pupils 
learns  to  read  before  he  reads  to  learn.  It  analyzes  the  word  as  to 
sound  and  letter.  The  pupil  is  not  asked  to  pronounce  written  or 
printed  words  before  he  has  learned  to  distinguish  the  sounds  com- 
posing them  as  well  as  the  letters  representing  those  sounds. 
Hence,  the  pupil's  eye  is  taught  to  recognize  words  by  their  letters 
and  not  by  their  general  appearance.  Pollard  pupils  will  not  make 
such  mistakes  as  calling  was,  saw,  or  left,  felt.  The  results  of  one 
year's  use  in  first  and  in  second  year  classes  warranted  us  in  extend- 
ing the  system  into  the  third  year.  After  that  pupils  can  help  them- 
selves in  mastering  the  pronunciation  of  any  new  word  they  may 
meet. 

The  incorporation  of  a  part  of  North  Lebanon  township  within 
the  city  limits  necessitated  tlie  erection  of  a  four-room  building  in 
the  Fifth  ward.  This  will  be  ready  for  use  early  in  the  coming 
term. 

To  meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  high  school  the  capacity 
of  the  high  school  building  will  be  more  than  doubled  during 
the  coming  term.  It  is  believed  that  as  soon  as  these  edi- 
fices are  completed  the  city's  school  wants,  so  far  as  build- 
ings are  concerned,  will  be  supplied  for  some  years  to  come.  It  re- 
mains to  make  the  teachers  as  good  as  the  buildings.  It  is  good  to  be 
proud  of  elegant  and  comfortable  school  houses.  It  is  better  to  have 
the  best  teachers  that  money  and  talent  can  furnish.  As  a  rule,  the 
best  schools  are  found  where  the  best  teachers  are  employed  and 
where  inducements  are  offered  for  their  professional  improvement. 

With  a  zealous  board  of  control  and  an  earnest  corps  of  teachers 
we  mav  look  forward  to  another  vear  of  successful  school  work. 


172  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 


LOCK  HAVEN— John  A.  Kobb. 


There  have  been  no  marked  changes  in  our  schools  during  the  past 
year.  I  am,  however,  gratified  to  report  that  the  work  has  been 
thorough  and  progressive,  the  teachers  have  been  earnest  and  de- 
voted and  the  results  of  the  year  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  greater  number  of  our  teachers  are  carefully  trained  before 
being  employed.  We  reap  the  benefits  of  the  Central  State  Normal 
school.  The  teachers  of  Lock  Haven  share  in  the  leading  character- 
istics of  the  people  of  central  Pennsylvania,  prominent  among  which 
is  conservatism.  We  move  slowly,  are  not  given  to  change  hastily, 
and  yet  the  possession  of  these  peculiarities  does  not  prevent  our 
people  from  making  healthy  progress  in  educational  affairs. 

We  do  not  believe  that  more  studies  and  many  books  are  the  evi- 
dences of  advancement;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  hold  that  a  thorough 
training  in  a  few  subjects  is  far  more  valuable  than  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  many  things.  We  are  not  content  with  teaching 
the  facts  of  history  and  geography,  while  we  leave  uneducated 
the  faculty  to  use  them.  Our  main  effort  has  been  to  teach  our 
children  to  understand  principles  instead  of  memorizing  facts. 

The  greatest  improvement,  as  far  as  the  teaching  of  the  branches 
is  concerned,  was  in  the  work  in  language  and  penmanship.  Careful, 
thoughtful,  systematic  work  was  requested  and  ably  have  the  teach- 
ers responded. 

Our  efforts  in  the  superintendency  have  been  to  strengthen  and 
encourage  by  carefully  leading  and  inspecting  the  work  of  the  teach- 
ers. To  this  end,  grade  conferences  were  held.  In  these  conferences 
and  in  our  visits  to  the  schools,  we  were  particular  to  make  sucli 
suggestions  only  as  were  based  on  the  most  approved  methods  and 
principles  of  education,  and  at  all  times  we  were  particular  to  en- 
courage the  exercise  and  development  of  the  originality  of  the 
teacher. 

It  was  our  privilege,  during  the  year,  to  acquaint  ourselves  with 
the  work  in  other  cities  of  our  State,  also  to  inspect  the  methods  and 
results  in  the  leading  schools  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Jersey  City 
and  Philadelphia.  We  were  kindly  received  by  the  school  men  of 
the  east,  who  gave  us  most  valuable  information  in  all  the  grades  of 
instruction  for  the  public  schools.  These  visits  w^ere  made  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  and  gaining  information.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  they  will  prove  valuable  to  us  in  our  work. 
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Although  we  can  report  a  year  of  substantial  progress,  we  are 
quite  conscious  that  there  remains  much  to  be  accomplished.  In 
conclusion,  we  hope  that  the  year  upon' which  we  have  just  entered 
may  witness  greater  improvement  than  any  previous  one  in  our 
history. 


LOWER  MERION,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  I.  Robb. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  carried  on  in  the  same  lines  as 
last  year.  We  have  been  placing  much  stress  on  our  primary  work 
and  we  now  pay  three  of  our  primary  teachers  higher  salaries  than 
any  other  teachers,  except  the  high  school  teachers. 

We  have  been  introducing  supplementary  reading  and  next  term 
will  have  a  complete  course  of  reading.  We  find  that  this  gives  us 
the  best  results  in  language  and  reading. 

We  have  not  attempted  any  radical  changes  in  our  work  this  year, 
but  have  continually  endeavored  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the 
needs  of  the  individual  schools  and  also  the  work  being  done  in  other 
districts  of  the  State. 

A  class  of  eleven  pupils  completed  the  course  of  study  in  the  town- 
ship high  schools.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  two  of  Pennsylvania's 
best  colleges  in  our  district,  and  they  have  encouraged  us  in  the  high 
school  work  by  offering  scholarships  to  pupils  who  are  entirely  pre- 
pared in  our  high  school.  Haverford  has  given  up  one  scholarship  to 
the  value  of  |150.00  a  year.  Bryn  Mawr  has  placed  at  our  disposal 
scholarships  to  the  value  of  |400.00  a  year.  We  did  not  have  any 
pupils  ready  for  these  this  year,  but  next  year  will  give  a  course 
which  will  prepare  for  the  work. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  26  in  the  high  school 
gymnasium  in  the  presence  of  about  800  people.  Dr.  M.  G.  Brum- 
baugh made  the  address  of  the  evening. 

With  some  changes  which  we  hope  to  make  and  the  continuance  of 
our  regular  teachers'  meetings,  with  a  good  corps  of  teachers  and  a 
school  board  anxious  to  advance  the  school  interests,  the  outlook 
for  the  future  is  promising. 
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McKEESPORT— H.  F.  Brooks. 


We  have  just  closed  a  very  busy  school  year  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults. The  hardest  problem  that  confronted  us  was  how  to  get  the 
best  results  with  the  fifteen  new  teachers,  which  was  our  lot  to  have. 
More  than  half  of  this  number  had  neither  experience  or  professional 
training.  We  are  glad  to  say  for  them  that  they  were  very  willing 
workers,  they  sought  instruction  in  the  art  of  teaching,  studied  their 
work,  attended  teachers'  meetings  held  for  them  and  met  with  a 
success  in  their  work  that  was  beyond  the  expectations  of  their  most 
sanguine  friends. 

Physical  culture  and  vocal  music  were  introduced  into  our  schools 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  The  results  secured  in  both  subjects 
were  very  satisfactory. 

Physical  Culture. 

This  subject  was  entirely  new  to  most  of  our  teachers,  its  objects 
and  its  relations  to  mental  strength,  its  development  of  nervous 
energy  and  success  in  life  were  not  generally  understood.  In  order 
that  we  might  secure  the  best  results  our  teachers  had  to  be  in- 
structed in  the  theory  and  objects  of  the  subject.  This  was  done 
through  teachers'  meetings.  For  convenience  of  the  supervisor,  the 
teachers  were  divided  into  classes  and  were  given  instruction  in  that 
part  of  the  work  which  was  best  adapted  to  their  respective  grades. 
The  system  taught  was  not  the  exclusive  product  of  any  one  country 
or  person,  but  a  co-ordination  of  the  best  things  from  the  most  promi- 
nent systems.  What  we  desired  w^ere  those  movements  that  were 
actually  physiological  in  their  purpose  and  at  the  same  time  took  in 
all  the  legitimate  objects  and  methods. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  study  of  the  child.  Any 
system  of  education  that  does  not  give  this  subject  prominence  is 
lacking  in  the  foundation  principles;  in  order  that  we  may  educale 
the  child  we  must  first  know  him;  without  this  knowledge  our  work 
will  be  a  "hit  and  miss"'  system  of  instruction.  It  is  claimed  by 
eminent  specialists  that  there  is,  with  very  few  exceptions,  a  physi- 
cal cause  for  dullness;  the  pupils  who  are  behind  in  their  subjects  and 
who  are  often  called  ''dull"  are  afflicted  with  a  physical  defect.  A 
defect  of  the  eyes  or  ears  in  a  child  causes  him  to  be  a  little  slow  in 
seeing  or  hearing,  which,  in  a  like  manner  influences  his  mind  in 
grasping  a  subject,  and  this,  continued  month  after  month,  finally 
produces  a  "dull''  child.     Our  duty  as  teachers  is  to  discover  these 
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defects  and  remedy  the  cause  by  placing  the  child  where  he  will  be  in 
a  position  to  get  the  work  given  him  with  ease. 

The  supervisor  of  this  subject,  with  the  assistance  of  the  teachers, 
conducted  an  investigation  on  Ihis  part  of  the  work,  and  his  report 
to  jne  has  this  to  say:  "The  average  child  of  average  height  and 
weight  stands  about  average  in  school  work.  The  average  child 
above  the  average  in  height  and  weight  is  above  the  average  in 
school  work,  and  the  average  child  below  the  average  in  physical  pro- 
portions is  below  in  mental  attainment.  A  pupil  is  dull,  not  because 
his  brain  is  of  inferior  substance,  but  because  some  physical  defect, 
peculiarity  of  temperament  or  environment,  interfering  with  the 
normal  development  of  the  brain  alone  produces  this  mental  back- 
wardness. An  examination  of  the  pupils  under  the  average  in  their 
school  work  was  conducted.  The  test  cards  have  all  been  collected, 
the  results  tabulated  and  the  statistical  report  shows  an  appalling 
condition  of  things.  Five  hundred  and  ten  backward  pupils  were 
examined,  with  the  startling  result  that  ninety-seven  and  one-half 
per  cent,  of  all  the  pupils  under  the  average  in  mental  attainment 
were  suffering  from  defective  vision.  In  the  primary  grades,  twelve 
per  cent,  more  boys  were  examined  than  girls,  showing  that  in  these 
grades  more  boys  are  defective.  But  in  the  grammar  grades  there 
were  thirty-five  per  cent,  more  girls  than  boys  found  defective,  giving 
a  difference  of  forty-seven  per  cent,  between  the  proportion  of  boys 
and  girls  in  the  primary  grades  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  grammar 
on  the  other;  the  proportion  of  boys  diminishing  according  to  geo- 
metrical progression.  This  rapid  decrease  might  be  accounted  for, 
by  some  persons,  by  jumping  to  the  conclusion  that  the  boys,  as  they 
grow  older,  are  better  scholars  than  the  girls;  but  this  is  not  accord- 
ing to  the  facts.  The  only  true  explanation  is  this:  the  number  of 
Doys  to  girls  gradually  decreases  as  the  grades  advance  simply  be- 
cause the  boys  leave  school  in  greater  numbers  in  the  higher  grades 
than  do  the  girls."  Many  boys  leave  to  go  to  work,  but  it  is  also  a 
fact  that  of  those  who  leave  school  for  this  purpose  are  generally 
among  those  who  are  below  the  average  in  their  studies.  They 
become  discouraged,  lose  interest  and  leave  school.  There  are  num- 
bers of  boys  who  leave  school  for  other  reasons,  but  they  form  the 
minority. 

There  is  also  a  moral  side  to  this  question,  "when  ignorance  reigns 
crime  runs  rampant."  I  do  not  mean  to  say  by  this  that  the  unedu- 
cated class  is  the  criminal  class,  but  that  most  of  the  offenders  come 
from  that  portion  of  the  populace  that  are  uneducated.  We,  then,  as 
teachers,  have  a  very  serious  work  to  perform,  and  it  is  an  imperative 
duty  upon  all  of  us  to  study  the  child,  not  only  intellectually  but 
physically  and  morally  as  well.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  physical 
instructor,  Mr.  Charles  0.  Benries,  for  the  work  in  this  department 
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of  our  schools,  and  with  the  knowledge  already  gained  in  this  sub- 
ject we  feel  that  the  work  next  year  will  be  productive  of  the  best  re- 
sults for  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Vocal  Music. 

This  subject  was  given  a  careful  supervision  by  the  special 
teacher  in  charge.  The  results  were  far  beyond  what  were  expected. 
The  plan  of  work  was  through  teachers'  meetings,  and  from  them 
to  the  pupils.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  to  learn  to  sing  was  not 
the  only  object  in  teaching  music,  but  that  there  was  an  educational 
side  to  the  question.  The  development  of  the  voice,  the  ability  to 
read,  and  the  psychological  functions  of  the  subject  were  all  given 
their  proper  consideration.  The  influence  of  music  on  the  study  of 
other  subjects  was  clearly  observed  by  our  teachers,  and  they  have 
about  reached  the  conclusion  that  a  man  is  not  an  educated  man 
until  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind  and  body  have  been  developed  m 
such  a  way  as  to  make  of  him  a  good  citizen. 

Writing. 

For  four  years  we  have  had  special  supervision  in  this  subject,  and 
we  are  Yevj  proud  indeed  of  the  results  secured.  The  aim  has  been 
to  secure  legibility,  uniformity,  ease,  smoothness  and  rapidity.  These 
were  secured  by  fixing  the  correct  mental  concepts  of  form,  and  to 
develop  the  best  movement  to  produce  that  form  and  to  train  the 
mind,  hand  and  eye  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  natural  laws  of 
development. 

Four  years  ago  it  was  claimed  that  the  child  could  not  learn  to 
write  with  the  pen  until  about  his  fourth  year  in  school;  this  has  been 
proven  to  be  a  fallacy.  Each  year  we  have  been  insisting  upon  the 
use  of  the  pen  in  the  lower  grades  until  to-day  we  have  pupils  in 
the  second  year  using  it  with  splendid  success.  One  very  commend- 
able feature  of  the  work  is  that  good  writing  is  not  confined  to  the 
writing  lesson,  but  to  all  manuscript  work,  even  the  examination 
papers  are  specimens  of  penmanship. 

Other  Subjects. 

The  work  done  in  the  other  subjects  has  been  very  good.  Much 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  best  methods  of  presenting  them. 
The  aim  has  been  to  lead  the  child  to  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
subject.  Next  year  we  expect  to  be  equipped  with  more  apparatus 
and  aids  whereby  the  work  can  be  better  presented  and  the  results 
still  more  satisfactory.  The  departmental  plan  of  instruction  has 
been  in  use  in  this  city  five  or  six  years;  in  many  ways  it  has  been 
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satisfactory,  in  others,  not.  By  tiie  use  of  it  we  get  more  thorough 
preparation  on  Iho  part  of  the  regular  teachers  and  broader  instruc- 
tion for  the  pupils. 

Buildings, 

No  new  buildings  were  built  during  tlie  year.  The  board  are  now 
having  all  of  them  repaired,  without  and  within,  and  everything 
placed  in  first  class  condition  for  the  opening  of  school. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  board  of  education  for  their 
liberality  and  interest  in  the  work;  the  principals,  supervisors  and 
teachers  for  their  co-operation;  the  patrons  for  their  words  of  en- 
couragement and  the  press  for  their  favorable  commendation  from 
time  to  time. 


MAHANOY    TOWNSHIP,     SCHUYLKILL    COUNTY— Frank    J, 

Noonan. 


While  there  is  nothing  of  special  or  unusual  interest  to  report  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  our  schools,  I  find  in  many  places  substantial 
evidences  of  successful  and  progressive  work  during  the  past  year. 
It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  note  the  thoroughness  which  has  character- 
ized the  work  of  some  (I  regret  that  I  cannot  say  all)  of  our  teachers. 

We  are  not  given  to  alternate  expansion  and  contraction  of  our 
curriculum;  we  believe  there  are  many  essential  things  to  be  learned 
in  the  school  room,  things  that  ace  seldom  learned  elsewhere,  there- 
fore, we  have  not  ventured  innovations  that  tend  merely  to  divert  or 
amuse  jjupils.  In  the  short  period  they  are  under  our  care  we  hope 
to  give  them  something  of  value.  We  feel  that  under  the  conditions 
environing  our  people,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  schools  of  our  district  to 
give  to  every  pupil  before  leaving  a  thorough  and  far-reaching  knowl- 
edge of  the  rudimentary  branches,  for  it  is  the  lack  of  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  these  that  has  caused  so  many  failures  in  the  callings 
of  later  years. 

Although  it  may  lack  the  scope  and  symmetry  of  the  one  arranged 
by  school  philosophers,  my  ideal  course  of  study  is  the  one  that  recog- 
nizes conditions  and  circumstances  that  cannot  be  obviated,  that 
does  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number;  one  in  which  school 
time  is  devoted  to  the  training  of  children  for  useful  citizenship  and 
equipping  them  with  the  knowledge  they  sorely  need  for  the  work  of 
12-6-96 
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earning  honest  livings.  Although  before  quoted,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  using  the  language  of  the  gentleman  who  said  "The  danger  in 
our  schools  is  not  in  teaching  too  little,  but  in  teaching  too  much. 
The  channel  of  popular  education  needs  deepening  rather  than  widen- 
ing. The  shallows  murmur,  while  the  deeps  run  dumb,  and  we  may 
be  justly  suspicious  of  the  lad  of  fifteen  who  has  mastered  the  whole 
realm  of  human  knowledge  and  scored  100  in  every  study."  It  is 
not  the  business  of  the  common  school  system  to  give  more  educa- 
tion, but  better  education;  it  is  not  its  business  to  send  out  boys  and 
girls  who  know  more  things,  but  those  who  know  a  few  things 
better." 


MEADVILLE— H.  V.  Hotchkiss. 


During  the  year  just  closed  we  have  attempted  to  give  to  every 
pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city  an  opportunity  to  perform 
such  work  as  would  result  in  the  development  of  every  one  of  his 
powers.  We  have  also  attempted  to  grade  our  schools  so  that  every 
pupil  should  be  able  to  do  as  nearly  as  possible  the  amount  of  work 
that  he  was  fitted  to  do. 

The  results  of  our  efforts  in  these  two  lines  of  effort  have  been 
fairly  satisfactory.  We  certainly  have  lost  no  ground  and  hope 
that  we  have  gained.  The  board  of  controllers  have  exercised  the 
same  liberal,  progressive  policy  as  in  past  years. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  H.  Weber. 


Five  years  ago  the  board  of  directors,  recognizing  the  necessity  of 
closer  supervision  of  the  schools,  created  the  office  of  supervisory 
principal  and  elected  me  to  the  position. 

For  four  years  we  were  directed  by  our  efficient  and  esteemed 
county  superintendent,  R.  M.  McNeal,  when  the  board  concluded 
that  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  schools,  and  a  credit  to  the  town  to 
establish  a  borough  superintendency,  and  on  June  1,  1895,  I  re- 
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ceivt'd  the  commission  as  superinlendtnt  of  the  public  schools  of 
Middletown. 

As  this  is  our  first  report,  much  could  be  said  of  our  schools  and  of 
their  condition,  but  we  must  be  content  with  the  consideration  of  a 
few  facts. 

Considering  that  this  is  largely'  a  manufacturing  town,  which  felt 
the  stringenc}'  of  the  times,  causing  a  scarcity  of  work,  followed  by 
the  removal  of  many  families,  there  has  been  an  increase  from  nine- 
teen schools,  with  848  pupils  of  five  years  ago,  to  twenty-four  schools 
and  1,242  pupils. 

The  schools  are  closely  graded,  carefully  classified  and  thoroughly 
systematized.  The  curriculum  has  been  modified  somewhat,  and 
particularly  enriched  by  the  introduction  of  vocal  music  and  draw- 
mg,  supplementary  reading  in  sufficient  variety  and  more  direct  at- 
tention given  to  language  and  literature  in  all  the  grades.  The 
vocal  music  and  drawing  has  been  in  charge  of  two  of  our  regular 
teachers,  who  could  do  no  more  than  to  give  a  carefully  arranged 
and  easily  understood  outline  to  the  teachers  once  a  month,  while 
for  the  coming  year  a  teacher  is  employed  who  will  assist  in  the  high 
school  for  one-half  of  the  time  and  the  other  half  devote  to  the  super- 
vision of  music  and  drawing.  This  will  enable  the  special  teacher 
not  only  to  give  lessons  and  suggestions  to  the  teachers,  but  also  to 
get  into  every  room  once  a  month  to  see  that  the  work  is  done 
as  outlined. 

Reading. 

The  phonic  method  of  teaching  reading,  instead  of  the  word  and 
sentence  method,  was  introduced  a  year  ago. 

Miss  Agnes  J.  McMollan,  a  veritable  Pollard  phonic  teacher,  who 
has  charge  of  the  system  in  the  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School, 
was  here  a  few  weeks  at  the  opening  of  school  to  see  that  it  was  well 
and  properly  launched  without  any  serious  difficulty  or  fear  of  fail- 
ure. Miss  McMollan  came  here  at  intervals  throughout  the  year, 
greatly  to  the  benefit  of  teachers  and  children. 

It  is  an  educational  maxim  that  we  cannot  teach  well  what  we  do 
not  know  ourselves;  hence,  the  success  of  phonics  with  us  is  largely 
due  to  the  fact  that  our  teachers  had  careful  instruction  given  them 
by  a  specialist,  by  a  proficient,  indefatigable  phonic  teacher. 

The  results  have  been  truly  remarkable.  Our  children  read  more 
in  the  same  time;  they  read  it  better.  Articulation  is  clearer,  pro- 
nunciation more  distinct.  Our  teachers  have  also  realized  that  con- 
stant telling  is  not  teaching  as  they  were  required  to  do  by  the  word 
and  sentence  method.  Children  are  always  willing  to  do  what  they 
can  do  and  the  Pollard  system  particularly  gives  to  the  children  the 
power  to  help  themselves. 
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High   SchooJ. 

We  are  especially  proud  of  our  high  schoolj  of  its  increased  attend- 
ance, of  the  sticktoativeness  of  the  pupils,  and  of  the  stimulus  created 
for  greater  attainments  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  than  that  af- 
forded in  our  schools.  Three  years  ago  we  had  enrolled  in  our  high 
school  but  thirty-six  pupils,  last  year  seventy-five,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  no  fewer  than  ninety-five  for  the  coming  year. 

The  class  of  '95  entered  the  high  school  with  ten  members  and  nine 
completed  the  course.  The  class  of  '96  entered  with  fifteen,  one  died, 
another  remained  until  after  a  few  months  of  his  senior  year,  when 
the  death  of  the  father  compelled  the  boy  to  leave  school  in  order  to 
support  the  family,  while  thirteen  graduated. 

The  classes  of  '95  and  '96  have  representatives  in  the  following 
higher  institutions  of  learning:  One  at  Cornell  University,  three  at 
Gettysburg  College,  two  at  Lebanon  Valley  College,  five  at  the  Cum- 
berland A^alley  State  Normal  School,  one  at  Millersville  Normal,  one 
at  Harrisburg  School  of  Commerce  and  one  at  Lancaster  Business 
College. 

Close  of  School. 

"Nothing  is  well  that  doth  not  end  well."  The  educational  in- 
terests are  awakened  by  the  following  attractions:  On  the  last  Sun- 
day evening  of  the  term,  the  congregations  unite  in  a  service  in  be- 
half of  our  public  schools,  the  relation  they  sustain  to  church,  home 
and  state.  The  board  of  directors,  the  teachers,  the  junior  and 
senior  classes  attend  in  a  body.     The  service  proves  effectual. 

A  concert  and  grammar  school  graduating  exercises  come  next, 
when  a  part  of  the  evening  is  devoted  to  the  rendition  of  a  juvenile 
operetta,  followed  by  an  address  and  presentation  of  certificates  of 
promotion  to  the  grammar  graduates. 

Later  in  the  week  the  high  school  commencement  is  held  and  on 
the  succeeding  evening  the  alumni  reunion  and  banquet. 

The  class  of  '96  was  composed  of  twelve  girls  and  four  boys.  State 
Superintendent  Dr.  N.  O.  Schaeffer  addressed  the  class.  ''He  hit  the 
nail  aright." 

Directors. 

"Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due."  At  all  times  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances the  board  of  directors  gave  to  me  their  support  and  as- 
sistance. Composed  of  six  members,  there  is  no  text- book  or  supph 
committee,  teachers'  committee,  building  committee,  etc.,  but  to- 
gether these  various  duties  are  performed  in  perfect  harmony  and 
good  will,  without  the  interference  of  politics,  religion,  favoritism  or 
chicanery.     The  superintendent  is  held  responsible  for  the  manage- 
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ment  and  advancement  of  the  schools,  and  to  accomplish  this  he  is 
not  placed  in  a  "strait  jacket,"  but  rights,  powers  and  privileges  are 
extended,  so  that  he  is  able  to  produce  the  expected  results.  The 
most  cordial  relation  exists  between  us. 

Conclusion. 

The  teachers,  as  a  rule,  were  faithful  to  the  trust  imposed  upon 
them,  ready  and  anxious  for  counsel  and  suggestions.  The  public 
has  sustained  the  efforts  put  forth  for  the  establishment  of  better 
schools.  A  continuance  of  the  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors 
and  the  public  is  earnestly  solicited. 


MILTON— L.  A.  Beardsley. 


The  attendance  during  the  school  year  has  been  uniformly  excel- 
lent. This  was  due  to  the  good  health  of  pupils  and  teachers,  and 
also  to  a  constantly  increasing  interest  on  the  part  of  patrons  and 
pupils  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  schools. 

A  six-room  building  has  been  erected  in  the  First  ward.  It  has 
been  made  a  model  home  for  pupils.  The  best  possible  provision  has 
been  made  for  furnishing,  heating,  lighting  and  ventilating  the 
building. 

The  weekly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  as  usual,  and  though  a 
part  of  each  session  was  devoted  to  pedagogical  subjects,  the  study 
of  rhetoric,  in  its  bearing  upon  language  work  and  reading,  occupied 
most  of  the  time. 

It  has  been  found  best  to  hold  frequent  grade  meetings.  In  these 
teachers  are  freer  to  express  their  opinions  and  freer  to  ask  each 
other  questions  on  methods  used  and  results  obtained. 

In  last  year's  report,  mention  w  as  made  of  the  high  school  reading 
courses.  These  have  been  continued  and  further  developed.  This 
year  several  friends  of  the  schools  kindly  furnished  about  forty  vrl 
umes-  of  history,  biography,  travel,  geography  and  fiction.  These 
books  were  placed  before  the  pupils  of  the  grammar  school.  Pupils 
were  not  required  to  read  the  books,  but  the  teacher  in  charge  gave 
them  permission  to  read  such  as  they  chose  and  as  many  as  they 
chose.  It  was  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  pupils  would  not  prefer 
less  solid  reading  from  other  libraries.  At  once  all  doubts  were  dis- 
pelled.    The  books  were  constantly  in  use  and  eagerly  read.     Th<' 
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experiDient  seems  to  show  that  pupils  do  not  read  light  literature 
from  choice,  but  because  well  chosen  books  are  not  given  them  to 
read.  The  experiment  also  helped  us  in  solving  the  problem  of  sup- 
plementary reading. 

This  has  been  a  prosperous  and  progressive  year  in  the  high  school. 
Another  teacher  was  added  to  the  faculty,  and  the  course  was  en- 
riched by  the  addition  of  botany,  geology,  Greek  history  and  Roman 
history. 

The  school  library  received  during  the  year  200  volumes  and  pam- 
phlets. 


MT.  CARMEL— Samuel  H.  Dean. 


This  completes  the  third  year  with  us  as  an  independent  district. 
Our  attendance  for  last  year  was  1,680  and  this  year  is  2,022,  giving 
an  average  of  sixty-one  pupils  to  each  of  our  thirty-three  teachers. 

Our  buildings  areagain  full  and  a  new  building  of  ten  rooms  is  now 
being  built. 

The  day  schools  were  open  180  days  and  the  night  schools  eighty 
nights. 

Earli  year  we  lose  some  of  our  best  tenchers  by  marriage,  and  that 
compels  us  to  hire  young  women  who  have  little  training  and 
experience.  The  crippling  effect  would  be  very  much  less  if  we 
could  secure  teachers  that  have  had  at  least  two  years  in  the 
State  Normal  and  one  year  in  the  school  room  as  a  trainer 
under  a  skillful  teacher.  The  result  would  be  a  saving  of  the 
children's  time.  Often  I  have  seen  fifteen  to  twenty  pupils  left 
in  a  grade  whom  I  pity,  because  had  there  been  a  mature  person  for 
teacher  they  would  have  made  their  grade  with  credit.  A  loss  of 
fifteen  years  charged  up  against  one  teacher  in  one  year  so  that  she 
may  learn  how  to  teach  is  a  fearful  thing  to  contemplate.  This  state 
of  affairs  will  go  on  as  long  as  there  is  a  small  salary  paid. 

The  teacher's  work  is  far  more  important  than  a  doctor's  and  he  -s 
compelled  to  take  a  three  years'  special  training,  and  also  be  trained 
under  a  competent  physician. 

Teachers  in  the  lowest  primary  should  be  paid  more  than  any  up  to 
the  sixth  grade,  first,  because  they  are  the  hardest  worked;  second, 
because  they  need  the  most  talent  and  experience;  third,  because  they 
are  few  who  can  make  good  first  rlass  primnry  teachers. 
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As  a  whole,  our  teachers  are  making  rapid  advancement  in  teach- 
ing ability,  in  power  to  develop  the  child  and  we  feel  that  the  schools 
in  Mt.  Carmel  have  done  well  in  the  common  branches,  drawing, 
music  and  natural  history. 

The  grade  meetings  have  been  a  source  of  great  improvement. 
Topics  were  assigned  and  meeting  in  some  teacher's  room  each  week, 
we  saw  a  model  recitation  given.  After  the  pupils  had  been  dis- 
missed, discussion  followed  with  great  profit.  The  regular  teach- 
ers' meetings  were  fully  attended  and  natural  history  taken  up  sys- 
tematically. 

As  superintendent,  I  have  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  favors 
received,  our  school  board  for  their  earnest,  untiring  efforts  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  children  as  far  as  the  limited  means 
would  permit,  the  teachers  for  faithful,  hearty  co-operation,  and  the 
pupils  for  their  courtesy  and  hard  work. 


NANTICOKE— C.  B.  Miller. 


The  schools  under  my  supervision  have  made  the  usual  progress 
during  the  past  year.  Typewriting  and  stenography  were  intro- 
duced into  our  high  school  business  department,  and  we  are  now  pre- 
pared to  give  to  our  pupils  a  thorough,  modern  business  education. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  schools  has  made  the  erection  of  a 
new  building  necessary,  and  we  have  now  in  the  process  of  construc- 
tion an  eight-room  brick  building,  which,  when  completed,  will  be 
one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  countv. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— J.  B.  Richey. 


Herewith  I  submit  for  your  consideration  my  sixth  annual  report 
of  the  school  of  this  borough. 

In  my  former  reports  I  have  given  an  outline  of  the  work  done  in 
our  schools.  During  the  past  year  we  have  made  few  changes  in  i\\p 
course  of  study.  We  have  given  considerable  attention  to  "child 
study"  and  as  a  result  the  individual  child  has  received  special  atten- 
tion.    Our  aim  has  been  to  prepare  the  individual  child  for  living. 
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NEW  CASTLE— T.  F.  Kane. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools  of 
the  city  of  New  Castle  for  the  year  closing  June  1,  1896. 

The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  year  has  been  prosperous. 
General  teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  on  the  last  Monday  of 
each  month  and  grade  meetings  on  the  first,  second  and  third  Mon- 
days for  instruction  and  discussion.  The  meetings  have  been  pleas- 
ant and  profitable  to  all  concerned.  A  very  successful  institute 
was  held  the  last  week  in  December.  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Mowry,  of  Hyde 
Park,  Mass.;  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  of  Lock  Haven,  and  Miss 
Allen,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  were  the  instructors.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  visited  the  institute  one 
day  and  delivered  two  able  addresses.  The  institute  was  pronounced 
the  best  ever  held  in  the  city  and  the  teachers  received  new  inspira- 
tion and  zeal  for  their  work  from  the  excellent  instruction  given. 

Perhaps  the  work  of  most  lasting  importance  to  the  schools  was 
the  purchase  of  165  volumes  of  pedagogical  works  for  the  teachers' 
library,  and  four  sets  of  Johnson's  New  Universal  Cyclopedia  for  the 
use  of  the  different  schools.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  pur- 
chased some  four  hundred  volumes  for  the  school  library.  These 
books  were  all  selected  by  the  superintendent  with  the  view  to  their 
utility  for  school  use. 

The  work  in  primary  reading  and  number  received  special  atten- 
tion during  the  year  and  great  progress  was  made  along  these  lines. 

The  superintendent  received  the  cordial  support  of  the  board  until 
a  short  time  after  the  election  in  February.  Nothing  transpired, 
however,  until  about  a  week  before  the  5th  of  May  to  lead  any  one 
to  suspect  that  a  change  was  contemplated.  The  night  of  the  elec- 
tion it  was  discovered  that  there  was  an  opposition  to  the  present 
incumbent  and  the  reason  for  the  opposition  has  not  yet  appeared. 
After  263  ballots  had  been  taken,  the  present  incumbent  asked  that 
his  name  be  withdrawn  in  the  hope  that  there  might  be  peace  for  his 
successor. 

In  closing  my  work  as  superintendent  of  these  schools,  I  desire  to 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  teachers  of  the  city  for  their  many  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation,  to  the  good  people  of  the  city  whose  co: 
operation  I  have  constantly  had,  and  to  the  State  Department  for  the 
uniform  courtesv  extended. 
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Our  schools  closed  Juue  12  with  the  regulation  old-fashioned 
school  "exhibition."  The  result  proved  that  the  people  enjoy  a  good 
school  entertainment  as  much  now  as  in  years  gone  by — when  we 
were  boys.  Our  largest  rooms  were  too  small  to  hold  all  who  desired 
to  be  present.  That  is  easy  to  say.  Here  is  the  proof.  After  trying 
in  vain  to  get  in  the  room,  many  returned  to  their  homes  and  ex- 
claimed to  others  whom  they  met  on  the  way :  ''It  is  of  no  use  to  go. 
You  can't  get  half  way  up  the  steps."  The  exercises  at  some  schools 
began  at  9  A.  M.,  others  at  1.30  P.  M.,  and  still  others  at  7.30  P.  M. 
This  enabled  the  patrons  to  be  present  at  all  the  closing  exercises 
if  they  desired. 

Our  graduating  class  consisted  of  six  girls.  Their  work  in  the 
high  school  included  a  review  of  all  the  common  branches  and  the 
following:  Brook's  algebra,  one  year;  Went  worth's  algebra,  six 
months;  plane  geometry,  Wentworth's,  four  books;  physics,  botany, 
civics,  rhetoric,  literature,  general  history.  The  entire  second  book 
of  Caesar  and  several  chapters  of  the  first  book,  I  am  aware  of  the 
probability  that  some  school  men,  whose  circumstances  are  entirely 
different,  will  smile  at  the  meagerness  of  our  high  school  course,  and 
perhaps  criticise  our  efforts.  We  believe,  however,  that  it  is  very 
much  better  than  no  attempt  at  all  to  go  beyond  the  three  R's.  And 
I  see  nothing  to  prevent  any  township,  having  fifteen  or  more  schools, 
from  doing  at  least  as  much  as  we  are  doing.  In  1891,  we  graduated 
our  first  class,  two  ladies  and  one  gentleman.  The  ladies  are  mar- 
ried. The  gentleman,  after  teaching  two  years,  is  taking  a  college 
course.  In  1892,  twelve  graduated,  seven  of  whom  have  since  gradu- 
ated from  a  State  Normal  and  are  teaching.  On  account  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  requirements  for  graduation  there  was  no  class  of  '93. 
In  '91,  the  class  numbered  sixteen;  one  is  dead,  ten  are  teachers  and 
two  are  preparing  to  teach.  In  '95,  there  was  no  material  for  a 
graduating  class.  Of  the  six  who  graduated  this  year,  "five  tried 
the  teacher's  examination  and  passed  very  creditably. 

At  present  there  are  no  breaks  in  sight  to  prevent  graduating  a 
class  every  year  that  shall  have  done  at  least  as  much  work  as  is 
described  above.  The  A  grammar  classes  have  studied  elementary 
algebra  four  months  and  inventional  geometry  four  months.  This 
will  give  them  an  advantage  over  any  class  that  has  hitherto  been 
promoted  to  the  high  school. 

Four  new  rooms  were  added  to  old  buildings  and  an  old  single- 
room  building  was  repaired  and  used.  The  directors  keep  the  build- 
ings and  grounds  in  good  condition. 
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The  teachers  have  worked  very  faithfully  and  have  shown  an  evi- 
dent desire  to  do  the  best  work  of  which  they  are  capable.  The 
local  institute  has  been  well  attended.  Educational  Foundations 
and  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  have  been  read  and  studied  by 
each  teacher.  With  one  exception,  the  old  teachers  have  already 
been  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  term. 

The  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  will  increase 
our  enrollment  very  much. 

Our  attendance  for  the  year  has  shown  some  improvement.  In 
Miss  Belles'  room  no  puf»il  was  either  absent  or  tardy  during  the 
second  month.  In  several  rooms  often  all  the  boys  or  all  the  girls 
would  be  present  every  day  of  the  month. 

Night  schools  were  open  for  five  months  as  usual.  The  enrollment 
was  seven  less  than  last  year. 

We  continue  to  have  a  special  supervisor  of  drawing,  with  excel- 
lent results.  Altogether,  our  work  for  the  past  year  has  shown  a 
growth,  and  the  results  are  fairly  satisfactory.  In  the  future,  we 
shall  aim  toward  the  ideal  school  in  which  every  pupil  may  have  all 
his  individual  powers  developed  according  to  his  capacity. 


NORRISTOWN— Joseph  K.  Gotwals. 


Physical  culture  was  introduced  in  February.  Previous  to  that 
the  regular  teachers  received  instruction  from  the  special  teacher  so 
as  to  be  prepared  for  the  work  when  fully  introduced.  The  advant- 
ages derived  from  its  introduction,  fully  justify  the  expense  incurred 
in  so  doing.  To  make  the  work  a  success  depends  greatly  upon  the 
attention  given  it  by  the  regular  teachers. 

There  was  no  mistake  made  in  the  introduction  of  vertical  peu- 
manship.  It  was  introduced  in  the  primary  grades  with  a  view  of 
its  extension  to  the  higher  grades  if  found  advisable.  It  has  thus 
far  proved  itself  a  success.  The  special  position  required  to  assume 
is  of  itself  hygienic.  While  the  lines  of  beauty  may  not  be  so  evi- 
dent, it  has  what  is  of  far  more  value,  that  of  legibility,  which  should 
be  characteristic  of  all  penmanship. 

Our  high  school  has  profited  by  the  extra  help  given  in  the  election 
of  Prof.  Van  Gundy  as  assistant  to  tlie  principal,  Prof.  Eisenhower. 
We  lack  room  in  this  department,  but  hope  to  have  this  remedied 
ere  long. 
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The  high  standiug  of  our  pupils  who  have  entered  different  insti- 
tutions of  learning,  shows  that  good  w'ork  is  done  in  our  high  school. 

The  board  prepared  a  laboratory  for  use  of  the  ehemistrj  class  in 
the  basement  of  the  building.  This  is  used  regularly  by  the  teacher 
in  chemistry. 

Special  exercises  were  held  on  the  day  preceding  each  holiday. 
These  all  had  a  direct  reference  to  that  for  which  the  day  was  set 
apart,  and  left  a  good  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  pupils. 

But  little  change  w'as  made  in  the  work  done  at  our  district  insti- 
tutes. They  were  held  on  Saturday  mornings,  twice  a  month,  one 
for  the  primary  teachers,  the  other  for  all  grades  above  the  primary. 
The  exercises  consisted  of  local  history,  language  and  literature. 
The  Educational  Foundations  were  used  in  the  primary  grades  as  the 
basis  of  school  work.  Methods  of  teaching  all  the  different  brancJLies 
were  discussed  during  the  term.  Grade  meetings  were  also  held 
part  of  the  time. 

It  is  to  be  lioped  that  the  compulsory  law  will  be  put  in  force.  Let 
it  be  tried  and  the  defects,  if  any,  can  be  remedied  at  the  meeting  of 
the  next  legislature. 

Several  valuable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  reference  library. 
This  part  of  the  library  is  in  constant  use,  especially  by  the  pupils  of 
the  high  school,  and  is  of  great  aid  to  them  in  the  different  studies. 

It  is  a  i)leasure  to  make  reference  to  the  continued  unanimity  ex- 
isting between  the  members  of  the  board.  Their  desire  to  do  that 
which  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  schools  is  truly  commendable. 
We  feel  indebted  to  the  School  Department  for  readiness  to  aid  in 
the  great  work  and  also  to  the  local  press.  That  the  good  work  may 
continue  to  prosper,  is  our  prayer. 

Close  observation  of  the  work  done  by  the  teachers  and  frequent 
tests  during  the  year  just  closed  show  that  they  have  faithfully  dis- 
charged their  duties  and  are  trying  to  keep  apace  with  the  times. 

We  have  confined  ourselves  as  much  as  possible  to  the  funda- 
.  mental  school  work,  not  allowing  the  common  branches  to  be  neg- 
lected. Teachers  have  been  encouraged  to  keep  these  branches  in 
front.  Each  branch  received  its  proper  attention.  Arithmetic  gets 
its  full  share  of  time  as  well  as  reading,  writing  and  language.  In 
teaching  arithmetic,  close  attention  has  been  given  to  the  funda- 
mental operations.  In  these  the  pupils  should  be  well  grounded.  If 
so  they  will  be  prepared  for  the  processes  w^hich  follow. 

Language  is  receiving  considerable  attention,  not  more  than  neces- 
sary to  become  proficient  in  the  use  of  good  English. 

Considerable  use  is  made  of  supplementary  reading  matter.  This 
should  be  an  aid  in  teaching  reading,  and  will  be  if  used  with  that 
object  in  view.  It  can  also  be  made  an  aid  to  the  intelligent  study 
of  history,  geography  and  other  branches,  hence,  when  we  ask  for  the 
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introduction  of  supplementary  reading  into  our  schools,  we  do  not 
feel  that  we  are  crowding  the  course  of  studies. 

This  may  be  said  of  all  the  branches  that  have  been  introduced  into 
our  schools.  The  object  has  been  and  is  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
the  full  development  of  all  the  faculties  of  the  child.  It  is  possible 
to  make  the  reading  hour  both  pleasant  and  profitable.  This  will 
not  only  depend  upon  the  books  in  use,  but  the  use  the  teacher 
makes  of  them.  Drawing,  manual  training,  sewing,  music  and  phy- 
sical culture  are  taught  by  special  teachers.  The  work  of  the 
special  teachers  in  music  and  physical  culture  is  supplemented  by 
the  regular  teachers,  who  drill  pupils  on  instructions  given  once  a 
week  by  these  teachers. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 


During  the  year  just  closed,  our  pupils  and  teachers  have  worked 
with  their  usual  diligence,  and  have  attained  results  unexcelled  in 
any  former  year.  We  have  made  large  additions  of  standard  litera- 
ture to  our  stock  of  supplementary  reading,  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
illustrate  the  regular  work  of  the  grades,  and  to  add  interest  to  it. 
Copies  of  the  International  Cyclopedia  were  also  added  to  the  li- 
braries of  those  schools  not  already  possessing  a  work  of  this  kind. 
Our  increase  in  attendance  over  last  year  is  150. 


PHOENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leister. 


Another  year  has  passed  and  with  it  the  usual  variety  of  perplexi- 
ties, successes  and  failures.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  failures  are 
more  easily  seen  than  avoided  or  corrected,  and  that  nowhere  more 
than  in  the  management  of  schools  is  it  so  important  for  the  em- 
ployer and  employe  to  recognize  the  potency  of  words  of  cheer,  kind- 
ness and  forbearance  in  engendering  peace  and  good  will,  and  in  the 
achievement  of  good  results.  During  the  past  year,  as  heretofore, 
the  board  has  cheerfully  provided  all  needed  facilities  and  cooper- 
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ated  with  teachers  and  superintendent  in  their  efforts  to  advance  the 

interests  of  the  schools.  Anioni,^  the  most  noted  equipments  fur- 
nished A\ere  the  standard  unabiidj^ed  dictionary,  by  Funk  and  NVaji- 
nalls,  and  three  sets  of  Politico-Relief  mai>s,  which  are  lii;.jlily  ap- 
preciated by  teachers  and  pupils. 

A  serious  hindrance  to  school  work  was  occasioned  by  the  preva- 
lence of  contagious  disease.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  meash's 
became  epidemic,  and  in  some  instances  caused  the  absence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  enrollment.  It  is  considered  worthy  of  note  that  in 
filling  the  last  three  vacancies  in  our  corps  of  teachers  with  normal 
school  graduates,  the  board  has  fitly  recognized  the  merits  and  im- 
portance of  special  training  for  the  teachers'  profession.  While  the 
desire  to  give  preference  to  home  talent  is  appreciated,  it  is  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  preference  in  the  selection  of  teachers  should  be  ex- 
tended to  such  (other  things  being  equal)  as  have  made  the  most 
thorough  preparation  for  their  intended  work.  In  proportion  ar^ 
the  standard  of  qualification  is  recognized  by  school  authorities, 
there  will  result  more  natural  teaching,  less  force  work  and  fewer 
questionable  incentives  to  stiniulate  work. 

The  monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  well  attended  by  the  borougli 
teachers  and  a  few  teaching  in  adjacent  districts.  At  each  meeting 
besides  subjects  relating  to  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline, 
the  life,  character  and  literary  work  of  a  noted  American  author 
were  considered. 

Several  pedagogical  works  were  added  to  the  teachers'  library. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  the  trustees  of  the  Young  Men's  Lit- 
erary Union,  of  Phoenixville,  offered  to  present  their  valuable  li- 
brary, consisting  of  1,500  volumes  of  miscellaneous  books  to  the 
school  district,  on  condition  that  its  usefulness  be  extended  by  being 
made  a  free  public  library.  This  generous  offer  was  readily  and 
gratefully  accepted  by  the  board  of  directors,  and  placed  in  charge 
of  nine  trustees  to  manage  the  same  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  a  recent  act  of  the  State  legislature.  This  library,  together 
with  the  public  school  library,  transferred  and  added  thereto,  con- 
tains now  about  2,300  volumes. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  below  the  high  school  grade  were  in- 
creased some  12.50,  others  .|5.00  per  month,  mainly  on  the  basis  of 
experience. 

Irrespective  of  great  business  depression,  this  action  by  the  board 
is  justified  on  the  ground  that  salaries  nef'er  have  been  too  high,  and 
that  very  little  extra  pay  was  received  by  the  teachers  since  the 
State  appropriation  was  tripled  for  the  express  purpose  of  higher  sal- 
aries, longer  school  terms  and  better  schools. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  this  year  consisted  of  four 
bovs  and   nine  girls.     The  commencement  exercises  were  held  as 
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usual  in  the  largest  auditorium  in  town,  which  was  well  filled  with 
interested  people.  The  vocal  music  was  of  a  high  order.  The  usual 
essay  reading  was  dispensed  with  and  an  address  by  Dr.  Geo.  B. 
Hancher,  principal  of  the  Kutztown  Normal,  substituted.  The  ad- 
dress was  replete  with  instructive  advice  and  highly  appreciated  by 
the  audience. 


PITTSBURGH— George  J.  Luckey. 


I  have  nothing  special  to  report  concerning  the  schools  of  Pitts- 
burgh. The  rapid  growth  of  our  city  in  population  keeps  many  of 
our  school  boards  constantly  at  work  devising  means  to  meet  the  in- 
creasing demand  for  additional  seating  capacity. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  improving  the  sanitary  condition 
of  our  buildings  during  the  last  few  years.  In  the  construction  of  all 
new  buildings,  heating  and  ventilation  are  considered  matters  of 
prime  importance,  while  the  directors  of  many  of  the  old  buildings 
have  added  all  possible  improvements  in  this  line.  The  old-fashioned 
water  closet  has  almost  entirely  disappeared,  the  dry  or  flush  closet 
having  been  substituted  in  all  the  larger  buildings.  For  heating  pur- 
poses the  stove  has  disappeared  except  in  one  and  two-room  build- 
ings, where  nothing  practicable  has  been  found  to  take  its  place. 

The  movement  for  kindergartens  is  progressing  rapidly  and  satis- 
factorily, there  having  been  schools  established  in  eleven  of  the 
thirty-eight  sub-districts.  These  schools  are  yet  in  the  control  of 
the  Kindergarten  Association,  aided  financially  by  the  board  of  edu- 
cation. 


POTTSTOWN— Wm.  W.  Rupert. 


A  very  pleasant  and  profitable  year's  work  has  just  been  brought 
to  a  close.  No  new  vines  have  been  set  out  in  the  education  vine- 
yard, but  we  have  given  very  careful  attention  to  the  old  ones.  We 
feel  that  our  time  has  been  well  spent,  niid  we  have  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  gathering  some  excellenl  fruit. 
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lu  May,  our  teachers  of  geograpliy  planued  an  excuision  for  their 
pupils  to  Valley  f'orge.  Here,  in  the  open  fields  and  leafy  woods, 
the  children  learned  lessons,  both  in  geography  and  history,  that 
will  not  readily  be  forgotten. 

In  the  winter,  the  superintendent  gave  a  series  of  six  lectures  on 
geology  in  its  relations  to  geography.  AA'hile  these  lectures  were 
intended  for  the  teachers  of  geography,  others  were  invited,  and  we 
were  surprised  to  see  the  interest  grow  until  we  could  scarcely  ac- 
commodate those  who  came.  Directors  brought  their  wives,  the 
business  men  came  in,  the  teachers  were  out  in  force,  and  we  think 
the  work  in  geography  was  made  stronger  and  better. 

Music,  under  our  able  special  teacher.  Miss  Helen  Gibbs,  has  been 
a  marked  success. 


POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 


During  the  last  term  our  schools  became  so  over-crowded  that  it 
was  necessary  to  elect  three  additional  teachers.  This  increase  of 
pupils  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  greater  number  of  people  than 
usual  have  moved  into  our  borough. 

The  improvements  made  to  our  school  property  during  the  last 
year  consisted  mainly  in  removing  a  cemetery  from  behind  the 
Centre  street  building.  This  ground  has  been  turned  into  a  beauti- 
ful little  park  for  the  use  of  the  school  children  and  the  public  at 
large.  It  is  quite  an  improvement  to  the  school  property,  as  well 
as  to  the  residences  which  surround  the  property. 

The  grading  of  our  schools,  or  at  least  the  naming  of  the  grades, 
had  been  changed  during  the  last  year.  The  following  is  the  course 
of  studies  pursued  in  our  schools: 

Primary  Department — First  Grade. 

Learn  the  alphabet;  learn  words  of  two  and  three  letters  from 
black-board;  spell  and  pronounce  from  primary  speller,  about  800 
words;  definitions  of  important  words  explained;  count  to  100  and 
learn  to  make  figures;  take  up  first  reader;  learn  names  of  punctua- 
tion marks  as  they  occur,  also  know  what  is  meant  by  accent  and 
emphasis;  difficult  words  to  be  spelled  out  of  the  book;  write  the 
small  script  letters  on  slate;  add  by  twos  and  threes  to  fifty  orally; 
read  and  write  numbers  of  three  pin  res  of  figures.     Second  reader. 
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Begin  to  make  capital  letters;  difficult  words  of  reading  lesson  to  be 
written  on  slates;  mechanical  additi(m  and  subtraction;  first  six  lines 
of  multiplication  table;  oral  drills  in  addition  and  subtraction  until 
the  pupils  can  give  the  sum  or  difference  of  numbers  (up  to  twenty) 
readily;  read  and  write  numbers  up  to  nine  i)laces  of  figures;  require 
a  description  of  familiar  objects  and  a  reproduction  of  reading  lesson 
in  pupil's  own  language^ 

Second  Grade. 

Third  reader.  Kead  lessons  correctly;  special  attention  to  natural 
conversational  tone  and  expression,  punctuation,  accent,  inflection 
emphasis,  etc.  The  teacher  should  each  day  examine  the  lesson  to 
be  practiced  on  the  succeeding  day,  and  having  noted  the  new  or  dif- 
ficult words,  should  announce  them  clearly  with  their  definitions, 
and  require  the  pupils  to  write  them. 

Spelling — Spell  the  more  difficult  words  of  reading  lesson  until 
their  orthography  is  perfectly  familiar;  every  word  to  be  distinctly 
pronounced  before  spelling,  and  the  several  syllables  clearly  enunci 
ated  when  spelled. 

Writing — Write  portions  of  lessons  and  sentences,  from  dictation, 
on  slates,  with  instructions  in  use  of  capital  and  small  letters;  also 
commence  to  write  in  copy-book. 

Arithmetic — Multiplication  table  learned  thoroughly.  Addition, 
subtraction,  multiplication  and  short  division  to  be  learned  so  that 
examples  can  be  worked  readily  and  correctly  in  any  of  the  rules. 

Language — Kequire  sentences  containing  given  words  from  reader, 
and  short  description  of  objects  to  be  written  in  pupils'  language; 
correct  all  errors,  also  oral  and  written  production  of  lessons. 

Drawing — Draw  on  black-board  and  on  slates  the  figures  that  are 
contained  in  Drawing  Book  No.  1,  supplemented  by  such  work  as 
shall  be  presented  from  time  to  time  in  district  instit'i+e. 

Thlrfl  oraae. 

Reading — Fourth  reader;  reading  conducted  similar  to  preceding 
grade. 

Spelling — Large  speller  to  page  thirty-five;  exercises  to  be  given  in 
oral  and  written  spelling;  spell  out  of  book  orally,  and  define  all  the 
difficult  words  of  reading  lessons.  Require  pupils  to  look  up  the 
definitions  of  words  in  dictionaries  by  appointing  some  member  of 
the  class  to  report  a  few  words  at  each  recitation. 

Writing — Write  in  copy  book  once  each  day;  instructions  to  be 
given  in  classes  from  black-board;  particular  attention  called  to 
proper  manner  of  holding  pen,  position,  etc.,  always  following  in- 
structions of  svstem  in  use. 
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Arithmetic — Taught  from  miscellaneous  problems  in  the  funda- 
mental rules,  and  long  division  and  United  States  money  learned 
with  tlioiough  drill  in  the  ai)j)lica1ion  of  all  rules  passed  over. 

Geography — Instruction  orally  and  from  maps;  large  geography 
to  be  taken  up  in  first  class. 

Language — Short  description  of  objects,  oral  and  written,  with 
proper  corrections. 

Drawing — Draw  on  black-board  and  slate,  figures  contained  in 
book  No.  2,  supplemented  as  in  preceding  grade. 

Fourth  Graddi 

Reading — Fourth  reader  continued;  instruction  similar  to  preced- 
ing grades;  require  pupils  to  look  up  definitions  in  dictionary. 

Spelling — Large  speller  up  to  page  fifty-eight.  Exercises,  oral  and 
written. 

Writing — Write  in  copy  book,  once  each  day;  instruction  similar  to 
last  grade;  principles  of  capital  and  small  letters  explained;  pupils 
also  to  write  once  a  week  either  a  stanza  of  poetry,  or  sentences  in 
prose,  selected  by  teacher,  on  sheets  of  blank  paper;  always  with  a 
view  to  improvement  in  penmanship  and  instruction  in  the  use  of 
capital  and  small  letters. 

Arithmetic,  Written — Text  book  taken  up;  reduction  and  com- 
pound numbers  completed,  thoroughly  reviewing  all  work  as  far  as 
learned. 

Arithmetic,  Mental — As  a  separate  and  distinct  study  with  class 
drills  on  principles  and  rules  embraced  in  written  course. 

Geography — Finish  boundaries  of  states  and  territories,  giving 
chief  towns  and  rivers. 

Language — Teacher  to  read  a  lesson  or  a  short  description  of  some 
familiar  subject  at  least  once  a  week,  and  require  pupils  to  write  the 
substance  in  their  own  language  on  paper,  always  correcting  errors 
in  punctuation,  capitals,  small  letters,  etc. 

Drawing — Draw  from  books  Nos.  3  and  4. 

Sub-Grammar  Grade. 

Reading — Fifth  reader;  strict  attention  to  modulation  of  voice;  th<' 
teacher  will  be  required  to  exercise  special  care  to  correct  hurried 
or  careless  reading,  and  exact  slow,  full,  round  utterance  of  every 
word.  Preparation  of  lessons  and  definitions  of  important  words 
similar  to  preceding  grades. 

Writing — Writing  in  copy  books  continued  with  dictation  exercises 
similar  to  last  grade. 

Spelling — Large  speller  continued  to  page  ninety-one. 
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Arithmetic.  Written — Through  decimal  aud  common  fractions, 
thoroughlj  reviewing  all  previous  work. 

Arithmetic,  Mental — To  ccnrespond  with  the  written. 

Geography — Learn  descriptive  geography  of  United  States;  finish 
geography  of  South  America  and  British  America. 

Grammar — Parser  and  analyzer  taken  up  in  first  class. 

Language — Same  as  preceding  grade,  and  in  addition,  each  pupil 
to  write  an  essay  once  a  month  on  a  subject  assigned  or  approved 
by  the  teacher. 

Drawing — Draw  in  books  Nos.  5  and  6,  supplementing  by  instruc- 
tions given  at  institute. 

Grammar  School — First  Year. 

Reading — Fifth  reader. 

Spelling — Continued  from  page  ninety-one,  to  be  written  in  book. 

Writing — Continued  in  copy  book. 

Grammar — Continued. 

Arithmetic,  Written — To  involution. 

Arithmetic,  Mental — Continued. 

Drawing — In  book  No.  8. 

Geography — Completed. 

U.  S.  History — Begun. 

Second  Year. 

Etymology — To  be  taken  up  and  completed. 
Civil  Government — Commenced. 
Writing — Continued  in  blank  speller. 
Arithmetic — Written  and  Mental,  finished. 
Algebra — To  radicals. 
Grammar — Completed. 

Book-keeping — Taken  up  January  1  and  completed. 
Drawing — Book  No.  9,  also  No.  2  perspective. 
Composition — From  text-book. 

Commercial  School — Compulsory  Branches. 

Book-keeping — In  all  its  branches,  taken  up  and  completed. 

Penmanship — Daily  class  drill  and  writing  in  blank  book  or  copy 
book.  Special  attention  to  be  given  this  branch  apart  from  the  prac 
tice  in  book-keeping. 

Business  Law — Taken  up  and  completed. 

Elective  Branches. 

Typewriting,  stenograpliy  and  tnechanical  drawing. 
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High  JScbool — First  Year. 

Algebra — Completed. 

Civil  Government — Completed. 

General  history. 

English  Literature — Commenced. 

Geometry — Commenced. 

Latin. 

Second  Year. 

English  Literature — Completed. 

Geometry — Completed. 

Physical  geography. 

Physiology. 

Physics — Commenced. 

Botany. 

Latin. 

Third  Year. 

Physics — Completed. 
English  composition  and  rhetoric. 
Astronomy — Notes  and  lectures. 
Higher  arithmetic. 
Chemistry. 

Geology — Notes  and  lectures. 
Trigonometry  and  surveying. 
Latin. 

German,  Greek  and  French  elective  during  the  last  two  years. 
Exercises  in  declamation,  recitation  and  debate  during  the  entire 
course. 


READING— Samuel  A.  Baer, 


The  schools  of  the  city  of  Reading  were  open  and  in  operation  dur- 
ing the  past  year  192  days  and  235  teachers  were  employed.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  deliberations  of  our  board  of  control  were  dis- 
turbed by  serious  dissensions  and  factional  fights  and  that  we  were 
thus  hampered  in  many  ways,  nevertheless  we  are  able  to  say  that 
(  ur  schools  made  substantial  progress,  and  that  Ihore  are  facts  con 
uecicd  witli  onr  last  year's  history  of  wliich  we  feel  proud. 
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New  Buildings. 

First  of  all  we  desire  to  note  that  our  new  girls'  high  school  build- 
ing was  completed  last  April,  and  opened  with  appropriate  exercises. 
It  is  a  three-story  building,  containing  fourteen  recitation  rooms, 
besides  a  laboratory,  a  principal's  office,  a  library  room  and  a  study 
hall  sufficiently  large  to  seat  600  pupils.  It  is  built  of  marble  and 
makes  a  fine  appearance.  It  is  complete  in  every  detail  and  a  great 
credit  to  our  city  and  State. 

There  was  also  a  four-room  building  erected  at  Twelfth  and 
Buttonwood  streets  and  one  at  Twelfth  and  Greenwich  streets. 
These  are  both  good  buildings  and  are  well  equipped,  but  they  are 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  wants  of  the  community.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  state  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  build  so  many  small  school 
houses  in  a  large  and  growing  city  like  Reading.  With  larger  build- 
ings the  organization  and  the  management  are  made  easier. 

School  Libraries. 

In  1884  the  present  city  superintendent  founded  a  teachers'  library 
with  money  raised  out  of  the  proceeds  of  a  public  lecture.  During 
the  past  sixyears  thenumber  of  books  was  increased  from  year  to  year 
by  money  saved  out  of  the  city  institute  fund,  and  last  May  upwards 
of  fifty  new  books  were  added.  Our  teachers  are  appreciating  the 
opportunities  thus  afforded  them  very  much,  and  draw  from  this 
library  both  knowledge  and  inspiration. 

The  work  of  establishing  libraries  should  receive  more  attention 
in  our  city  than  it  does.  Reading  ought  to  have  a  free  public  library 
according  to  the  act  of  Assembly  of  1895.  There  was  a  movement  to 
establish  such  a  library  by  some  of  the  more  progressive  of  our 
citizens  and  members  of  the  board,  but  it  failed.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
effort  will  be  renewed,  and  that  in  the  near  future  our  community 
will  enjoy  all  the  advantages  such  a  library  offers. 

Good  Work  by  Teachers. 

Our  teachers  have  been  doing  good  work  during  the  past  four 
years  and  have  given  high  rank  to  our  schools.  It  takes  our  pupils 
three  years  to  pass  through  the  primary  grades.  Here  the  founda- 
tion is  laid.  The  pupils  learn  the  tables  and  acquire  the  fact-work 
which  is  so  essential  to  future  progress.  In  the  intermediate  grades, 
+he  transition  from  mere  memory  and  fact-work  is  gradually  made, 
rio  that  the  pupil  may  be  prepared  to  take  up  more  difficult  work  of 
the  grammar  schools.  In  our  grammar  schools  the  work  has  been 
'•nnied  on  so  siu-cesslully  Hint  many  of  llie  pupils  who  leave  llieni 
arc  wiA]  (H|ni])]K'(l  fo  fiulit  fhc  battle  of  life.     That  tlie  work  in  this 
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grade  is  tboiough  may  be  iulened  Iiom  llie  fact  that  in  a  uumber  of 
eases  tlie  pupils  oblaiued  good  leaclieis'  certilicates  from  the  county 
superintendent. 

At  the  recent  examination  for  admission  into  high  school  the 
(lueslioiis  were  made  especially  dillicull.  In  fact,  it  is  claimed  by 
those  competent  to  judge  that  the  questions  in  arithmetic  for  admis- 
sion into  our  high  school  were  more  dillicull  than  those  submitted 
by  the  fc>tale  board  for  graduation  at  the  State  normal  schools,  and 
yet  very  few  of  our  grammar  school  pupils  failed  to  pass.  In  one  of 
our  large  cities  out  of  some  1,400  applicants  for  high  school  only 
about  800  passed.  This  would  indicate  that  the  number  of  those 
failing  to  pass  was  over  40  per  cent.  In  our  city  less  than  20  per 
cent,  of  those  applying  for  high  school  failed.  This  is  a  good  record 
and  1  am  glad  to  report  it  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  our  teachers. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  our  high  schools  is  well  arranged. 
It  covers  four  years  and  includes  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  classics 
to  admit  to  college.  Many  of  our  pupils  enter  colleges  after  gradu- 
ating with  us.  Some  yeai's  we  have  had  as  many  as  20  per  cent,  of 
those  graduating  from  our  boys'  high  school  enter  colleges.  Our 
girls'  high  school  furnishes  us  our  teachers,  and  to  it  our  city  is 
largely  indebted  for  the  excellent  condition  of  our  schools.  While 
not  as  many  of  our  girls,  after  graduating  from  our  high  school, 
enter  college,  still  from  year  to  year  a  fair  number  do  enter  and 
universally  sustain  themselves  well.  Last  year  a  number  of  the 
graduates  from  our  girls'  high  school  made  especially  good  records 
at  these  higher  institutions. 

In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  submit  the  following  recommenda- 
tions : 

1.  That  the  compulsory  school  law  be  made  more  compulsory.  By 
this  I  mean  that  the  different  school  boards  be  compelled  to  enforce 
this  law,  and  that  the  part  applying  to  truant  school  be  made  com- 
pulsory in  all  cities. 

2.  That  the  school  boards  in  our  cities  be  reduced  in  membership. 
The  Reading  board  of  control  is  composed  of  sixty-four  members, 
which,  under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  is  too  many.  Many 
other  boards  in  our  cities  are  too  large,  and  it  is  generally  acknowl- 
edged that  this  is  a  fact.  There  ought  to  be  somebody  with  the 
courage  of  his  convictions  to  lead  in  this  much-needed  reformation. 

3.  That  our  school  boards  be  so  organized  as  to  take  them  out  of 
politics.  This  is  very  desirable,  both  from  an  educational  and  a 
business  point  of  view.  The  amount  of  money  handled  in 
our  large  districts  is  enormous.  In  our  city  the  receipts  from 
all  sources  last  year  were  $292,471.87.  The  disbursement  of 
such  a  sum  of  money  should  not  be  given  over  to  political 
jobbers.       There    are    over    45,000    text-books    in    the    possession 
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or  our  school  boaid,  vvliicli  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  over 
$25,000.  As  the  average  life  of  a  book  is  ouly  about  three  years,  it 
follows  that  this  entire  stock  has  to  be  replenished  about  every  three 
years.  This  opens  out  a  very  extensive  field  for  the  professional 
politician,  especially  if  ho  is  given  to  underhanded  work.  Here  he 
can  make  his  deals  and  flourish.  Wherever  the  political  boss  domi- 
nates in  a  school  board  it  is  done  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  tax- 
payers and  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  schools.  The  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  should  devise  a  code  of  laws  and  lia\c  ilicm 
passed  by  the  legislature  whereby  the  school  system  of  Pennsylvania 
would  be  taken  out  of  politics. 

[i!  (  onchi.sioji,  1  (le.sire  lo  liiaiik  (lie  Icachers  of  our  city  for  theii- 
faithfulness  and  co-operation,  and  Hit-  cntiic  rduimunity  and  the 
public  press  for  cordial  support. 


S(JKANT()N—(leorge  Howell. 


No  special  iunovations  wciv  introduced  this  year. 

Enrollment. 

I^Y^males,   7,0PJ 

Males, 6,480 

Total 13,499 


Night  Schools. 

Night  schools  were  opened  in  November  and  dosed  in  February. 
During  the  year  fifty-five  (55)  teachers  were  employed  and  the  largest 
enrollment  seventeen  liundred  and  thirty-two  (l,7:^>2i. 

Training  School. 

The  training;  school  closed  its  fifth  year  with  an  enrollment  of 
twenty  one  ladies. 

City  Institute. 
A  separate  institute  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall.  April  6-10. 
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SilAMUKJN-\\  illiaiii   F.  Harpel. 


Tlie  closiug  year  was  an  uuusuallj  busy  oue — a  year  ol"  iiiauy 
chauges.  Uur  grades  were  reorganized,  new  studies  were  intro- 
duied,  other  methods  tried  and  a  number  of  new  helpers  added  to 
our  corps.  Although  we  attempted  much  that  was  new,  no  time  was 
wasted  in  experimenting,  for  the  new  was  carefully  adapted  to  the 
()ld  and  the  results  of  our  efforts,  we  are  sure,  well  repaid  us  for  th«? 
extra  time  and  energy  given  to  the  work. 

Our  worlc  in  reading  was  greatly  improved  by  the  introduction  of 
the  synthetic  method  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term.  Special 
teachers  visited  the  sciiools  and  gave  our  teachers  all  the  necessary 
helps  and  instructions.  An  intense  interest  was  soon  manifested  in 
the  new  method.  Independence  of  thought  characterized  the  work 
of  the  pupils  and  their  power  to  do  was  greatly  increased.  By  a 
critical  study  of  sounds  and  syllables  pupils  soon  gained  the  ability 
to  pronounce  words  independently,  their  spelling  improved,  articula- 
tion became  clearer  and  pronounciation  more  accurate. 

Vertical  writing  was  given  a  fair  trial.  Both  teachers  and  pupils 
were  well  pleased  with  the  change  and  quite  early  in  the  term  a 
marked  improvement  was  noticeable  in  the  penmanship  of  our 
schools.  A  new  interest  was  awakened  in  an  old  subject;  the  formfj 
of  letters  were  more  carefull}'  presented  and  studied,  children  as- 
sumed more  healthful  positions  and  their  habits  of  care  and  neatness 
were  much  improved. 

During  the  year  we  placed  special  stress  upon  our  geographical 
work.  Better  helps  were  purchased;  teachers  and  pupils  collected 
valuable  working  cabinets;  relief  maps  were  carefully  studied; 
modeling  thoughtfully  taught  and  in  fact  every  effort  was  made  to 
make  the  subject  a  bright  and  beautiful  study  of  nature. 

The  Prang  system  of  drawing  and  art  study  was  adopted  by  our 
board,  and,  with  the  help  of  a  special  teacher,  under  the  excellent 
supervision  of  Miss  Elisa  A.  Sargent,  the  work  in  this  branch  made 
(luite  a  revolution  in  our  former  methods.  The  interest  which  was 
aroused  in  real  form  study  and  the  delightful  lessons  in  nature  work 
fully  justified  the  action  of  our  generous  directors  in  making  this 
important  change. 

Our  high  school  was  materially  advanced  and  has  been  placed  in 
the  ranks  of  our  first-class  schools.  Some  new  studies  were  intro- 
duced and  a  department  of  modern  languages  and  art,  in  charge  of 
an  experienced  specialist  was  added.  Classes  in  drawing,  charcoal, 
sepia,  oil  and  wafer  colors  were  organized.     Unusual  interest  was 
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taken  in  the  scliool's  work  by  the  patrons  and  friends  of  education. 
The  special  programs  for  our  book,  language  and  civics  days  brought 
large  crowds  of  people  to  the  school.  Book  day  added  a  long  list  of 
valuable  volumes  to  our  school  library.  Language  day  presented  a 
unique  program  in  the  several  languages  of  our  school  curriculum. 
Beautiful  sentiments  in  Greek,  I^atin,  German,  French  and  English 
were  given  by  the  pupils;  poems  in  French  and  German  were  recited; 
Latin  chants  and  German  hymns  were  sung;  an  act  from  a  German 
drama  and  a  scene  from  a  French  play  were  rendered  by  the  students. 
On  civics  day,  our  boys  illustrated  the  work  of  an  actual  session  of 
Congress,  each  one  impersonating  a  statesman  who  took  part  in  the 
day's  proceedings.  At  another  time  a  complete  trial  at  court  was 
presented  by  the  boys  and  girls.  These  days  proved  very  instruc- 
tive and  entertaining  to  all. 

This  year  we  observed  Thanksgiving  Day  in  a  very  practical 
manner.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  Wednesday  preceding,  exercises 
appropriate  to  the  day  were  given  in  all  our  schools  and  donations 
were  made  by  the  pupils  for  our  worthy  poor  families.  Each  child 
brought  flour,  meat,  potatoes,  apples,  cabbages,  pumpkins,  canned 
fruits,  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  etc.,  etc.,  as  he  wished,  and  the  amounts 
contributed  by  the  several  buildings  far  surpassed  our  expectations. 
At  the  close  of  the  session  the  gifts  of  the  children  vtei-e  sent  by  the 
several  princifjals  to  the  high  school  building  where,  in  the  evening, 
the  committee  on  distribution  made  jjroper  division  of  these  provi- 
sions and  found  a  sufficient  quantity  to  abundantly  supply  and  make 
happy  105  different  families.  The  lessons  taught  by  these  little  acts 
of  charity  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  children. 

An  interesting  course  in  University  Extension  work  was  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  high  school  by  Dr.  W.  Clarke  Robinson,  on 
the  English  poets  of  the  revolution  age.  The  lectures  proved  very 
instructive  and  our  people  purpose  to  continue  this  good  work. 

We  desire,  in  closing,  to  render  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  gratitude 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to  our  board  of  directors, 
corps  of  teachers,  pupils  of  our  schools  and  to  all  others  who  have 
lent  a  helping  hand  or  given  us  encouragement  in  our  year's  labors. 


SHARON— J.  W.  Canon. 


Our  schools  during '  the  past  year  have  pursued  about  the 
same  general  policy  as  in  former  years.  We  have  aimed  to  be  pro- 
gressive, and  yet  not  so  progressive  as  to  cast  aside  well  established 
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educational  practices  founded  ni)on  generally  admitted  truths.  We 
have  tried  to  "prove  all  tilings,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good.'' 
and  no  doubt  have  held  on  to  many  things  not  very  good.  When  it  is 
considered  how  difhcult  the  work  is,  and  how  slight  the  preparation 
made  for  it  by  the  great  majority  of  teachers,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  it  should  be  imperfectly  done.  Still  it  is  quite  probable  that 
the  schools  of  our  country  with  all  their  defects  have  been  more 
faithfully  and  successfully  managed  than  have  the  governments  of 
the  municipalities,  the  states  or  the  nation.  In  our  schools,  the 
principles  of  the  civil  service  have  been  strictly  adhered  to  for  many 
years,  and  removals  from  the'  teaching  and  governing  force  have 
been  for  "cause  only,"  The  present  superintendent  has  held  the 
office  continuously  for  seventeen  years,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  present  teaching  force  was  in  the  schools  seventeen  years  ago.  The 
same  permanency  has  also  prevailed  in  the  board  of  school  directors. 
In  a  board  of  six  members,  fifteen  different  persons  have  held  S!?ats 
during  the  past  seventeen  years,  and  one  member  has  served  con- 
tinuously for  more  than  that  period,  and  at  no  time  during  this 
period  has  any  person  holding  an  order  on  the  treasurer  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money  been  told  there  were  "no  funds,"  but  every  obligation 
has  been  promptly  paid  when  presented.  A  well  selected  library  of 
over  1,700  volumes  has  been  provided,  also  a  good  supply  of  supple- 
mentary reading  and  of  cyclopedias  and  dictionaries.  Vocal  music, 
penmanship  and  drawing  have  been  taught  by  special  teachers.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  many  of  the  conditions  have  been  favorable 
for  successful  work.  The  retiring  superintendent  hopes  that  the 
same  courtesy  and  hearty  support  that  has  been  given  him  by  the 
public  press,  by  the  people,  by  teachers  and  by  directors  be  extended 
to  his  successor. 


SHENANDOAH— Martin  P.  Whitaker. 


I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  had  a  very  successful 
school  year,  at  least  so  far  as  the  actual  school  w^ork  has  been  con- 
cerned. Our  enrollment  and  average  daily  attendance  have  been  the 
largest  in  our  history,  and  our  teachers  have  been  more  than  usually 
interested  and  successful  in  their  work.  A  class  of  eighteen  was 
graduated  from  our  high  school  and  a  class  of  sixty-six  from  our 
grammar  schools.  Of  our  high  school  graduates,  eleven  took  the 
18» 
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normal  school  examinations  for  entrance  to  tlie  senior  classes  and 
all  but  one  passed  successfully. 

We  had  an  evening  school  term  of  tive  monlhs,  with  thirteen 
schools  in  operation,  eleven  for  boys  and  two  for  girls.  The  attend- 
ance was  large  and  raucli  good  was  accomplished. 

A  handsome,  new,  four-roomed  building  was  completed  and  opened 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  The  building  is  a  two-story  frame 
structure,  well  planned  and  substantially  built.  It  is  heated  and 
ventilated  by  the  Smead  system  and  furnished  throughout  with  good 
desks  and  ample  black-board  surface  of  natural  slate.  The  cost,  not 
including  grounds,  was  upwards  of  |8,00().  An  increased  attendance 
is  expected  during  next  term,  and  to  meet  the  demands  a  fine,  six 
roomed  building  is  being  erected,  which  will  cost,  without  the 
grounds,  from  fifteen  to  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

Here  the  educational  problem  has  become  more  than  ordinarily  in- 
teresting, owing  to  the  mixed  character  of  our  population.  In  the 
middle  of  the  tei'ui  we  took  a  census  of  the  nationality  of  our  school 
children.  The  result  is  exhibited  in  the  following  table,  which  shows 
the  nationality  of  the  pujuls  enrolled  on  January  18,  1896. 
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Grammar  Department; 
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First  grade 
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Primary  Department: 

Fourth  erade,    .  .   . 

12"! 

42 

9 

35 

10 

14 
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54 
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27 

22 
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5 
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Second  grade,    .  .   . 
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53 

62 

47 

60 

17 

25 

12 

1 

2 

3 

0 

) 
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43 

First  grade 

359 

87 

157 

90 

116 

37 

27 

37 
73 

10 
35 

19 
23 

1 

7 

3 
6 

0 
4 

922 

82 

Totals 

1,071 

383 

266 

251 

219 

US 

114 

2,570 

188 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  sixty  per  cent,  of  our 
pupils  are  of  foreign  birth  or  parentage,  and  over  twenty-five  per 
cent,  are  from  countries  in  which  English  is  not  spoken.  Many  of 
the  latter  entered  our  school  without  ability  to  speak  or  understand 
one  word  of  English.  In  general,  they  are  healthyand  bright,  and  with 
our  methods  they  progress  as  rapidly  and  satisfactorily  as  any  other 
class  of  our  pupils.  Were  it  not  for  their  irregularity  of  attendance 
in  many  instances  and  their  quitting  school  too  early,  they  would 
leave  our  schools  as  well  trained  and  as  good  citizens  as  any  in  the 
community.  Their  mingling  with  the  other  children  contributes 
much  to  their  success  in  acquiring  both  knowledge  and  the  habits 
and  ways  of  our  people. 
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On  the  evt*  ot  an  election  lately  a  meddlesome  director  made  the 
unwise  and  unpatriotic  suggestion  through  a  newspaper,  that  this 
claf*s  of  children  should  be  provided  with  separate  schools  and  teach- 
ers who  could  speak  their  language.  The  suggestion  was  spurned 
by  the  parents.  They  emphatically  asserted  that  they  were  as  good 
as  the  gentleman  himself  and  i»ei"fectly  satisfied  to  have  their  chil- 
dien  in  the  schools  just  as  they  are,  on  an  equality  with  all  others. 
As  a  political  card,  it  proved  a  blunder  and  a  disastrous  one  to  that 
director's  schemes. 

Having  listened  to  l)v.  Kyron  W.  King,  at  our  county  institute, 
many  of  our  teachers  were  desirous  of  hearing  him  again,  and  of 
giving  our  people,  and  especially  the  pupils  of  our  higher  grades,  an 
opportunitj'  to  witness  his  rare  elocutionary  powers.  I  submitted 
the  matter  to  our  teachers  at  one  of  our  meetings  and  suggested  that 
we  should  hold  an  entertainment  and  devote  the  proceeds  to  the 
giving  of  such  assistance  to  poor  children  as  would  enable  them  to 
attend  school.  The  teachers  at  once  adopted  the  suggestion.  Ur. 
King  was  engaged,  the  entertainment  was  held,  and  we  realized  a 
profit  of  1113.00.  Our  people  were  highly  pleased  and  many  of  them 
expressed  their  desire  to  hear  the  doctor  again,  and  urged  us  to  hold 
more  such  affairs. 

With  1113.00  to  spend  for  the  benefit  of  poor  children,  we  organ- 
ized what  we  called  the  Pupils'  Relief  Fund.  The  distribution  was 
carefully  and  judiciously  attended  to,  and  as  the  money  did  not  quite 
reach,  we  assessed  ourselves  to  cover  the  deficiency.  We  expended 
altogether  |119.00,  and  a  large  number  of  children  were  enabled  to 
attend  school  who  would  otherwise  have  to  remain  away  for  lack  of 
proper  clothing  to  protect  them  from  the  weather. 

Each  teacher  inquired  into  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  her 
pupils,  and  many  cases  of  actual  distress  were  discovered.  In  this 
way  the  teachers  were  brought  closer  to  their  pupils  and  face  to  face 
with  their  actual  condition  and  surroundings.  Feelings  of  sym- 
pathy and  gratitude  were  awakened  which  resulted  in  bringing 
teachers  and  pupils  into  more  correct  relations  with  each  other  and 
placing  them  in  a  better  way  to  do  proper  school  work. 

What  can  contribute  more  to  a  proper  treatment  of  children  than 
a  correct  knowledge  of  their  conditions?  It  is  well  for  a  teacher  to 
have  this  knowledge  to  enable  her  to  sympathize  with  her  pupils  in 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  and  to  treat  them  with  justice  and  due  con- 
sideration at  all  times.  The  experiment  was  a  gratifying  success. 
So  many  pupils  were  relieved,  and  our  people  so  warmly  approved 
the  work  and  so  generously  aided  and  encouraged  us  that  the  Pupils' 
Relief  Fund  is  likely  to  become  a  permanent  feature  of  our  system. 
I  have  so  many  good  things  to  note  that  I  regret  very  much  to  have 
to  report  the  deplorable  fact  that  personal  and  political,  or  as  some 
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believe,  religious  rancor,  has  been  entirely  too  prominent  in  our 
school  affairs  during  the  year.  Personal  and  political  differences 
and  struggles  have  absorbed  most  of  the  attention  of  our  school  of- 
ficials. One  outcome  of  it  all  is  an  unfortunate  and  disastrous  dis- 
pute over  the  superintendency  of  our  schools,  by  which  a  blow  has 
been  dealt  to  our  educational  welfare  from  which  we  may  not  recover 
for  years.  A  few  men  acting  upon  blind  personal,  political  or  reli- 
gious impulses  can,  in  a  short  time,  do  an  injury  to  school  interests  in 
a  community  like  ours  which  can  hardly  ever  be  healed.  We  can 
only  hope  that  the  deep  devotion  of  our  people  to  the  welfare  of  their 
children  will  assert  itself  and  in  good  time  remedy  the  evil  by  placing 
the  interests  of  the  schools  in  good,  worthy  and  safe  hands. 

During  my  three  years  in  office,  I  have  received  many  kindnesses 
and  much  encouragement  and  assistance  from  teachers,  pupils  and 
many  directors,  as  well  as  from  the  State  Department.  For  these, 
I  cherish  feelings  of  the  deepest  gratitude.  I  leave  the  schools  in 
good  condition,  better  than  I  found  them  upon  entering  the  office, 
and  my  sincere  hope  is  that  they  may  ultimately  get  into  safe  hands. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.  Wilt. 


There  is  positive  evidence  that  the  schools  of  this  borough  have 
been  in  the  line  of  progress  during  the  year  that  is  past.  A  survey 
of  the  past  year's  work,  and  a  comparison  of  the  present  with  the 
past  status  of  school  affairs  reveal  gratifying  results.  All  the  edu- 
cational forces  previously  employed  were  so  directed  and  concen- 
trated as  to  insure  steady  and  positive  advancement.  The  teachers 
employed  by  the  district  are  constantly  improving  in  their  methods 
of  instruction,  and  because  of  the  progress  they  are  making,  they  are 
retained  in  their  positions  and  encouraged  in  their  work  by  the  dis- 
Irict  authorities. 

The  furniture  in  most  of  the  buildings  has  been  revarnished,  and 
the  accommodation  for  pupils  bettered  generally. 

The  school  libraries  and  supplementary  readers  are  constantly  In- 
creasing in  number  of  volumes. 

Books  of  reference  and  ''Teachers'  Aids''  are  found  much  more 
generally  in  our  schools  to-day  than  in  past  years.  Our  directors  are 
not  slow  in  jHoviding  the  schools  with  every  article  of  apparatus 
that  is  cnlculated  to  facilitate  the  work  of  teaching. 
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All  the  schools  are  well  supplied  with  suitable  and  necessary  appa- 
ratus. Aiiiony;  the  articles  used  to  illustrate  aud  facilitate  the  teach- 
er's work  are  found:  Real  objects  to  teach  the  facts  of  compound 
numbers  in  a  practical  way;  numeral  frames,  geometrical  aud  mathe- 
matical blocks,  geographical  cabinets,  mimeographs,  drawing  manu- 
als, pencil  sharpeners,  thermometers,  clocks  and  clock  dials,  outline 
maps,  anatomical  charts,  slate  maps,  globes,  music  charts,  writing 
cbarts,  scissors,  compasses,  etc.,  with  a  full  supply  of  physical  and 
chemical  apparatus  and  magic  lantern  and  lantern  slides. 

Several  of  Ihe  buildings  are  supplied  with  well  selected  libraries, 
numbering,  in  the  aggregate,  about  ()00  volumes.  These  books,  as 
well  as  the  supplementary  readers  and  "teachers'  aid  books,"  are  of 
great  worth  to  our  schools.  All  the  books  used  by  either  teachers 
or  pupils  are  ch-arged  to  the  principals  of  their  respective  buildings, 
aud  the  principals  are  held  strictly  responsible  for  them;  thus  the 
books  are  well  taken  care  of  and  accounted  for. 

All  the  schools  are  well  supplied  with  books  for  general  reference, 
such  as  encyclopedias, dictionaries  and  gazetteers,  besides  these  there 
are  found  on  the  teachers'  desks  copies  of  "Reproduction  Stories," 
"Collection  of  Kindergarten  Stories,"  Hale's  "Stories  for  Children," 
"Outlines  and  Experiments  in  Botany,"  "Ethics  for  Young  People," 
"Pictures  and  Stories  of  Animals  for  Young  People,"  "Outlines  for 
Composition  Writing,"  "Animal  Life  in  Sea  and  on  Land,"  "Stories  of 
Great  Americans  for  Little  Americans,"  "Stories  on  American  Life 
and  Adventure,"  "Collection  of  Literary  Gems,"  "Animal  Memoirs," 
manuals  on  color  and  on  physical  education,  etc.  By  surveying  the 
foregoing  list  -of  "teachers'  aid  books"  and  articles  of  apparatus,  one 
can  infer  that  provision  is  made  for  better  work,  not  only  in  the 
higher,  but  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades  as  well. 

Arbor  day  exercises  received  the  usual  encouragement  on  the  part 
of  patrons  and  citizens  of  the  town.  The  work  that  has  been  done 
by  the  teachers,  pupils  and  janitors  of  our  schools  during  the  several 
years  past,  in  the  line  of  improvement  in  the  "little  parks"  surround- 
ing the  school  buildings  is  very  commendable.  The  unanimous 
expression  is  that  the  school  premises  are  the  most  beautiful  spots 
in  town.     They  look  like  "little  farms  well  kept." 

The  night  schools  were  a  success.  During  the  month  of  January 
the  board  recognized  a  petition,  signed  by  the  parents  of  some 
twenty  children,  asking  the  board  to  open  an  evening  school  for  such 
children  who  are  of  school  age  and  are  compelled,  on  account  of  cir- 
cumstances, to  work  in  daytime.  The  number  of  applicants  for  ad- 
mission on  the  first  evening  was  so  large,  numbering  several  hun- 
dred, that  the  board  found  it  necessary  to  appoint  eight  teachers. 

During  the  few  months  the  schools  were  in  session,  it  became  evi- 
dent that  a  large  majority  of  the  pupils  were  sincere  in  their  desir(^ 
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lo  acquire  a  common  school  education.  Only  tlie  branches  enume- 
rated in  the  law  regulating-  night  schools  were  taught  so  far,  and  it  is 
not  likely  that  any  but  those  branches  will  be  taught  in  the  future. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  for  the  coming  term  the  board  has  ap- 
pointed a  sjjecial  instructor  in  vocal  music.  My  experience  is  that  no 
satisfactory  results  can  be  obtained  in  the  study  of  vocal  music  by 
leaving  the  branch  altogether  in  charge  of  the  regular  teachers. 
Many  of  our  best  teachers  know  very  little  of  music.  At  least  they 
could  teach  only  its  mechanics  in  connection  with  rote  singing. 

All  of  the  fourteen  members  of  the  graduating  class  of  the  Central 
high  school  passed  a  very  creditable  examination  and  were  awarded 
their  diplomas.  Seven  of  them  were  examined  at  the  annual  teachers' 
examination  and  were  awarded  provisional  certificates.  Four  of  the 
young  men  applied  for  admission  into  Lehigh  University  and  were 
admitted,  three  of  them  passing  the  examination  without  being  con- 
<litioned  in  a  single  branch.  This  was  never  before  achieved  in  the 
history  of  our  high  school. 

Our  schools  are  well  equipped  for  the  coming  term,  and  if  all  co 
operate  in  our  system  of  common  school  education,  I  predict  very 
excellent  results  for  the  future. 


SOUTH  EASTON— A.  J.  LaBarre. 


In  presenting  this,  our  first  annual  report,  we  take  pleasure  in 
saying  that  with  the  close  of  the  school  year  we  feel  that  a  good  work 
has  been  done.  With  the  opening  of  the  term  a  greater  responsi- 
bility was  thrown  upon  us  from  the  fact  that  a  wise  and  eflScient 
executive,  a  born  educator,  left  us  for  a  new  field  and  the  duties 
formerly  performed  by  him  devolved  upon  us. 

However,  having  a  well-trained  and  disciplined  corps  of  teachers 
and  a  board  of  directors  devoted  to  the  best  interest  of  the  schools, 
our  progress  of  intellectual  development  steadily  increased  and  now, 
at  the  close  of  the  term,  we  look  back  over  the  field  with  a  glow  of 
pride  and  no  little  satisfaction. 

We  patiently  pursued  the  same  general  course  as  devised  by  our 
worthy  predecessor,  believing  that  we  would  achieve  success  if  the 
plans  projected  were  faithfully  carried  out. 

Our  teaeliers  have  been  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  their  work  and 
labored  faithfully  to  ensure  progress  all  along  the  line.     Experience 
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forces  us  to  the  belief  that  no  true  success  can  follow  without  per- 
sistent effort  on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  pupil.  With  this  con- 
stantly in  view  our  schools  must  serve  the  purpose  for  which  the 
system  was  founded. 

With  the  close  of  the  school  term  we  abandon  three  old  buildings. 
Our  new  building  will  be  ready  by  the  beginning  of  the  next  term. 
It  contains  eight  commodious  rooms,  fitted  up  with  the  newest  do- 
sign  in  school  furniture.  The  building  stands  on  the  brow  of  a  hill 
overlooking  the  borough,  where  the  light  of  h'aniing  caii  shed  its 
illuraiiialiug  I'ays  fai-  and  wide  without  danger  of  obstruction.  Seven 
schools  will  be  centralized,  thus  affording  better  facilities  for  educa- 
tional advancement. 

Our  montlily  institutes  have  been  well  attended  and  the  exercises 
made  very  interesting.  Another  college  graduate  was  added  to  our 
corps  of  teacliers  in  the  high  school.  The  normal  course  was  kept  up 
this  year,  with  six  members  in  the  class.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
a  course  in  a  normal  school  would  be  of  much  greater  advantage  to 
any  young  man  or  young  woman  who  desires  to  be  a  teacher.  High 
schools  are  not  planned  to  train  teachers. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  .Mr(Jiim<'.s. 


A  school  has  been  deliued  as  an  organic,  spiritual  unit.  If  this  be 
correct,  its  life  and  its  growth  depend  upon  the  healthy  operation  of 
each  of  the  organs  that  compose  the  unit.  The  ideal  school  is  in  the 
future,  and  the  nearest  approach  to  it  is  by  no  means  through  the 
channel  of  self-satisfaction,  but  rather  through  an  honest,  intelligent 
effort  each  day  and  each  year  upon  the  part  of  every  man,  woman 
and  child  concerned.  If  we  were  able  to  measure  these  efforts 
mathematically  we  might  be  able  to  make  an  accurate  report  of  the 
year's  work.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  with  all  due  credit  given,  con- 
siderable space  intervenes  us  and  the  ideal  school. 

The  scholastic  work  of  the  year  was  not  noted  for  any  marked 
strides  over  previous  years.  The  attendance,  which  is  frequently  one 
of  the  great  barriers  to  progress,  was  of  such  a  character,  with  an 
average  percentage  of  ninety-four,  as  to  cause  but  little  complaint 
on  that  score.  The  teachers,  as  a  rule,  worked  faithfully  and  pre- 
sented their  work  intelligently  and  pupils  received  the  instruction 
in  a  teachable  spirit.     The  wise  care  that  the  hoard  exercises  in  em- 
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ploying  trained  and  experienced  teaeliers,  prevents  many  errors  that 
would  otherwise  occur.  Notwithstanding  this  precaution,  occasion- 
ally there  will  be  teachers  who  do  not  fully  measure  up  to  approved 
standards  in  the  matter  of  instruction.  One  weakness  that  some- 
times manifests  itself  is  that  of  failing  to  distinguish  between  essen- 
tials and  non-essentials  in  the  subjects  taught.  Details  are  em- 
phasized to  the  exclusion  of  those  things  which  are  more  important. 
The  relative  value  of  subjects  is  better  understood  to-day  than  ever 
before,  and  a  knowledge  of  these  values  is  very  important  to  the  au- 
thorities who  arrange  courses  of  studies  and  prepare  programs. 
What  is  true  in  reference  to  the  relative  value  of  different  subjects  is 
also  true  concerning  the  relative  value  of  the  parts  of  a  single  sub- 
ject. The  teacher,  through  clear  discernment,  much  study  and  con- 
tinued practice,  if  need  be,  should  be  able  to  select  and  emphasize 
the  portions  that  require  it.  Another  weakness  that  occasionally 
manifests  itself  is  that  of  teachers  failing  to  measure  the  mental 
strength  of  their  pupils.  They  either  underrate  them  or  place  too 
high  an  estimate  upon  them.  This  is  doubtless  partially  due  to  lack 
of  experience,  and  yet  there  have  been  instances  in  which  years  of  ex- 
perience have  not  fully  removed  the  difficulty.  It  is  not  only  im- 
portant that  the  teacher  be  familiar  with  what  a  pupil  knows,  but 
she  should  also  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  what  that  pupil  can  do.  If 
the  child  is  doing  sixth  grade  work  when  it  is  equipped  physically 
and  mentally  to  do  seventh  grade  work,  it  is  not  in  its  proper  place, 
and  the  teacher  who  is  not  competent  to  make  the  discovery  lacks  an 
important  qualification.  The  more  is  this  true  in  view  of  the  modern 
tendency  to  promote  on  the  basis  of  the  teacher's  recommendation. 

The  last  session  of  the  legislature  did  a  wise  thing  when  it  re- 
moved the  barriers  that  prevented  school  boards  from  appropriating 
money  for  the  purchase  of  school  libraries.  Our  library,  which  was 
established  and  maintained  by  the  stockholders  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Steel  Company,  has  been  of  inestimable  value  to  the  schools.  The 
time  had  come,  however,  when  it  became  necessary  to  obtain  revenue 
from  some  other  source  to  maintain  it.  Accordingly,  the  board  took 
advantage  of  the  new  law,  by  electing  a  board  of  library  trustees. 
The  present  library  has  been  turned  over  to  this  board  and  the  school 
authorities  will  provide  funds  to  enlarge  and  support  it. 

The  firm  belirf  that  the  best  results  in  intellectual  and  moral  train- 
ing can  be  secured  through  healthy,  vigorous  bodies,  led  us  to  pay 
more  attention  to  physical  culture  than  ever  before.  Previous  to 
the  ])ast  year,  the  work  was  incidental  and  unsystematic.  Early  in 
the  term  our  teachers  had  the  privilege  of  taking  lessons  from  an 
expert  training  teacher  in  this  subject.  They  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  and  entered  upon  it  with  an  earnestness  that  could 
not  help  but  prove  beneficial.    Greater  strength,  prompter  move' 


No.   6. J  SUNBUKY.  209 

men  Is,  and  a  more  graceful  carriage  are  some  of  the  results  already 
seen  in  many  of  the  pupils.  Another  result  is  that  they  are  becoming 
more  interested  iu  Ihe  proper  care  of  their  bodies.  It  assists  prac- 
tical hygiene  and  temperance.  The  man  who  frequents  the  gym- 
nasium, unless  it  be  to  prepare  for  a  prize  light,  is  not  the  man  who 
frequents  the  saloon.  This  work  has  been  given  such  an  impetus 
with  us  that  it  will  doubtless  hereafter  receive  the  attention  that  its 
importance  demands. 

One  of  the  periods  in  our  national  history  was  known  as  the  "era 
of  good  feeling."  This  designation  might  be  applied  to  the  school 
work  of  our  borough  for  the  3'ear  just  closed.  The  term  was  peculiar 
for  the  absence  of  friction  in  every  quarter.  The  general  principle 
of  unity  of  action  was  observed  to  a  greater  degree  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year.  There  was  less  necessity  for  severe  discipline  in  the 
rooms.  A  decidedly  less  number  of  cases  were  reported  to  the  super- 
intendent and  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  board  was  called 
upon  to  investigate  suspensions  was  reduced  to  the  minimum.  This 
condition  by  no  means  indicates  that  the  system  is  so  well  adjusted 
that  friction  is  impossible  or  to  use  a  common  expression,  that  our 
sturdy  boys  and  girls  no  longer  require  "handling,"  for  they  do,  but 
it  does  indicate  that  our  teachers,  each  year,  are  becoming  more 
familiar  with  the  motives  and  laws  of  governing  children,  that  the 
elements  of  sympathy,  steadfastness  and  self-control  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher  mean  a  great  deal  more  than  the  simple  physical  ability 
to  scold  or  to  apply  the  hickory.  Perhaps  the  one  thing  that  we  em- 
phasized most  in  our  contact  with  the  teachers  during  the  year  was 
the  relation  that  the  embryo  citizen  at  the  pupils'  desk  sustains  to  the 
future  citizen  of  our  country,  that  thoughtful,  law-abiding  citizens 
are  not  the  product  of  servile  subjection  but  they  are  the  product  of 
honesty  and  self-active  obedience.  Teachers  who  are  instrumental 
in  impressing  these  principles  upon  child-life  are  among  the  nation's 
greatest  benefactors. 


SUNBURY— C.  D.  Oberdorf. 


The  school  year  just  closed,  w^e  believe,  to  have  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  history  of  our  public  schools. 

But  little  sickness  has  occurred,  either  among  teachers  or  pupils, 
the  percentage  of  attendance  has  never  been  better,  and  the  results 
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at  tlie  close  of  the  year  in  all  lines  of  work  fully  justify  the  above 
assertion. 

One  new  two-room  building-  was  erected  during  the  year,  and  a  new 
fourteen-room  building  will  be  completed  within  the  coming  year, 
thus  giving  us  excellent  accommodations  for  the  high  school  depart- 
ment and  several  rooms  for  pupils  of  the  lower  grades. 

The  building  will  be  of  the  very  best,  containing  all  the  modern 
improvements,  single  desks,  water,  electric  light,  heated  by  the 
Bennet-Peck  hot  air  system  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  occupy  it  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  next  school  year. 

Sunbury  and  East  Sunbuiy  have  consolidated,  and  we  now  have  in 
the  greater  Sunbury  thirty-eight  schools.  Slight  changes  in  the 
present  system  of  grading  will  be  necessary,  the  standard  throughout 
will  be  slightly  raised,  and  the  high  school  curriculum  so  advanced 
as  to  admit  pupils  who  complete  the  full  course  into  the  freshman 
class  of  college,  and  to  give  others  who  desire,  a  thorough  business 
course.  I 

Semi-monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year,, 
and  through  their  agency  our  teachers  have  been  greatly  helped  in 
their  work.  i 

More  educational  papers  have  been  read  and  studied  this  year 
than  in  former  years,  and  better  teaching  has,  in  consequence,  been 
done.  Important  questions  bearing  upon  school  discipline,  the 
course  of  study  to  be  completed,  the  moral  training  of  pupils  and 
kindred  topics  were  discussed  at  these  meetings,  which  we  believe 
have  been  very  helpful  to  us  as  a  corps  of  teachers. 

Our  school  board  by  the  annexation  of  East  Sunbury,  has  been 
increased  to  nineteen  members;  loo  large  a  number  to  do  eli'ective 
work,  as  it  divides  responsibility,  hampers  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness and  allows  chances  for  jjersonal  inllnence  rather  than  personal 
merit  to  be  used  in  the  selection  of  a  corps  of  teachers. 

A  bill  should  be  passed  by  our  next  legislature  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  directors,  since  in  many  places  this  body  is  becoming  so  large 
and  unwieldy  as  to  impede  rather  than  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
business. 

Under  the  present  law,  our  city  of  10,000,  with  nine  wards,  is  enti- 
tled to  twenty-seven  directors,  or  three  from  each  ward.  Nine  mem- 
bers, one  from  each  ward,  would  much  more  efficiently  serve  the 
people  than  a  larger  number. 

Our  acknowledgments  of  indebtedness  are  due  to  the  Department 
for  kindnesses  shown,  to  the  parents,  teachers  and  pupils  for  uni- 
form courtes>' and  assistance,  and  to  the  school  board  for  their  earnest 
support  given  in  all  measures  calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests 
of  our  schools. 
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TAMAQUA— Robt.  F.  Ditehbuin. 


A  I  llic  hcgiuning  of  tho  past  term  we  got  the  eight  iiioii,'  schools 
1  tokl  you  of  in  my  hist  report,  and  with  an  increase  of  hit y  p(,'r  cent, 
in  school  accommodations  we  have  had,  as  we  ought  to  have,  more 
than  fifty  per  cent,  increase  in  school  work. 

Vou  ought  to  see  our  new  building.  To  us  it  is  a  vciitalilc  Icmirc 
and  our  teachers  and  pupils  delight  to  worship  therein.  Every 
room  furnished  with  single  desks,  light,  heat,  ventilation  and  sani- 
tary conditions  as  nearly  perfect  as  the  most  perfect  of  imperfect 
humanitj'  can  make  them. 

The  new  branches  that  were  introduced  are  doing  spendidly,  and 
our  grammar  schools  are  now  doing  as  much  work  as  our  so-called 
high,  school  used  to  do.  In  the  grammar  schools  we  have  the  extras, 
aljichia,  gt'diiu'tiy,  botany,  zoology  and  civics  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  pupils  have  taken  to  these  branches  quite  naturally;  pupils  can 
learn  a  great  many  things  if  they  have  the  chance. 

The  arrangement  of  our  schools  now  is  the  high  school,  three  gram 
mar  schools,  three  sub-grammar  schools  and  sixteen  primary  schools. 
The  primary  schools  are  divided  into  three  grades;  in  the  highest 
grade  they  have  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography, 
grammar,  physiology  and  drawing. 

During  the  term,  1.350  pupils  were  admitted.  Ill  more  than  that  of 
the  year  before. 

On  account  of  the  increased  number  of  branches,  we  did  not  gradu- 
ate a  class  from  our  high  school. 


TITUSVILLE— Kobert  D.  Crawford. 


During  the  past  year  the  various  departments  of  work  under  my 
charge  have  been  characterized  by  earnest,  progressive  work  on  the 
part  of  nearly  all  of  our  teachers  and  school  officials.  The  board  of 
controllers  seem  to  realize  more  and  more  the  necessity  of  well  ven- 
tilated, well  lighted,  well  equipped  school  houses  and  have  been  as 
liberal  in  the  appropriation  of  both  money  and  time  as  could  be  ex- 
pected.    Our  tax  rate  is  too  high,  and  must  be  kept  so  if  the  schools 
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of  the  city  are  to  continue  to  hold  the  high  lanJi.  they  do  among  the 
schools  of  the  State.  Our  people  have,  of  course,  too  much  pride  in 
their  schools  to  ask  for  a  reduction  in  taxes  and  thus  cripple  the 
schools,  and  jet  there  is  certainly  an  injustice  here.  Many  cities  are 
able,  with  a  much  less  rate  of  taxation  to  put  much  more  money  into 
their  schools.  Several  districts  are,  I  understand,  running  their 
schools  without  any  tax  whatever.  This  is  not  right.  Township 
lines  should  not  determine  the  rate  of  taxation  for  educational  pur- 
poses. Why  not  place  school  tax  upon  ihe  same  basis  with  the  State 
and  county  lax?  Surely  something  ought  to  be  done,  both  to  equal- 
ize taxation  and  to  equalize  educational  advantages. 

Special  days  are  becoming  more  and  more  a  feature  of  nearly  all 
the  schools  of  the  country  and  this,  I  think,  is  wise,  provided  it  does 
not  take  too  much  time  for  preparation.  Where  schools  undertake, 
however,  to  observe  Labor  day.  Flag  day,  Fruit  day,  Autumn  day, 
Thanksgiving  day,  Christmas  day,  New  Year's  daj  Washington's 
birthday,  Good  Frida}',  Arbor  day,  May  day,  Decoration  day.  Flower 
day.  Bird  day  and  ten  or  fifteen  author  days  (to  say  nothing  of  wash- 
ing days  and  dog  days  which  undoubtedly  will  be  on  the  list  next 
year)  I,  for  one,  begin  to  feel  a  little  solicitude  for  the  rest  of  the 
program.  We  observed  all  these,  of  course,  and  as  many  more  as 
we  had  time  for,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  our  other  work  suffered 
much.  I  shall  keep  a  sharp  lookout  in  this  direction  and  advise 
others  to  do  the  same.  The  Loyal  Lyceum  League,  which  is  organ- 
ized in  connection  with  our  high  school,  is  an  institution  that  de- 
serves special  commendation.  It  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
profitable  institutions  for  the  inculcation  of  the  principles  of  patriot- 
ism and  intelligent  citizenship  that  I  know  of.  The  plan  was  first 
perfected,  I  think,  by  the  Youth's  Companion,  where  information  is 
still  gladly  given  as  to  methods  of  organization. 

Our  present  method  of  holding  teachers'  meetings  is  an  improve- 
ment over  former  years.  Our  old  grades  (1st,  3d,  5th  and  7th)  meet 
respectively  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  the 
odd  weeks  (first  and  third)  of  the  month.  The  even  numbered  grades 
(2d,  4th,  6th  and  8th)  on  the  same  days  of  the  even  weeks  (second 
and  fourth)  of  the  month.  Also  on  the  first  Thursday  evening  of 
each  month  I  held  a  general  meeting,  at  which  all  teachers  were 
present.  This,  of  course,  made  it  rather  hard  for  me,  but  as  jt 
seemed  to  accomplish  much  more  satisfactory  results,  I  expect  to 
keep  it  up.  At  the  general  meetings  the  following  topics  were  pre- 
sented in  carefully  prepared  papers  by  the  different  teachers.  Many 
of  these  papers  were  very  able  indeed,  and  exhibited  a  breadth  of 
culture  and  extent  of  research  rarely  found. 

The  subjects  thus  presented  were  as  follows:  Opening  exercises, 
punishments,  science  work,  nniveisal  history,  heating  and  ventila- 
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tiou,  the  bad  boy,  little  things,  Herbartianism,  child  study,  school 
incentives,  music  in  the  schools,  compulsory  education,  health  cul- 
ture, literary  culture,  school  environments,  the  recitation,  school  fur- 
niture, methods  in  geography,  in  reading,  in  history  and  in  drawing, 
correlation  of  studies,  individual  teaching,  the  school  library,  moral 
instruction,  home  study,  practical  education,  educational  values,  cor- 
relation in  education,  the  old  and  the  new,  book  study,  care  of  the 
body,  teachers  as  co-workers,  elementary  schools  and  higher  educa- 
tion, parents  and  teachers,  object  teaching  and  the  relation  of  the 
kindergarten  to  the  primary  school. 


TYRONE— C.  E.  Kauffman. 


Our  schools,  during  the  year,  have  made  commendable  progress. 
The  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  and  primary  schools  was  re 
vised  and  the  course  lengthened.  The  course  of  study  in  the  high 
school  now  embraces  a  term  of  four  years.  There  were  added  the  fol- 
lowing branches,  namely:  Latin,  Greek,  trigonometry,  solid  geome- 
try and  higjier  algebra.  Latin  is  pursued  now  during  the  entire 
course.  Greek,  being  elective,  may  be  taken  the  third  and  fourth 
years. 

The  grammar  grade  was  changed  to  meet  the  new  and  additional 
requirements  of  the  high  school  course.  Especial  attention  was 
given  to  the  better  teaching  of  English,  the  most  poorly  taught  of  all 
the  departments  in  tlie  schools.  The  results  at  the  close  of  the  year 
were  encouraging  and  promise  much  better  results  for  the  next  en- 
suing school  year. 

The  departmental  system  of  instruction  is  still  in  vogue  in  the  in- 
termediate, grammar  and  high  school  grades.  The  results  obtained, 
in  our  judgment,  warrant  its  continuance  where  there  are  two  or 
more  schools  of  grades  designated. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  term  for  the  discussion  of 
educational  topics  in  general  and  specifically  for  the  study  of  special 
lines  of  school  work.  These  teachers'  meetings  stimulated  profes- 
sional reading  and  created  a  desire  for  better  methods  and  more 
scientific  teaching.  Attendance  upon  these  meetings  was  not  com- 
pulsory, yet.  when  at  all  possible,  all  the  teachers  w^ere  in  attendance. 

At  the  final  meeting,  it  was  decided  that  the  teachers  create  and 
establisli   a   pedagogical   library,   each  teacher  pledging  herself   (o 
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donate  some  standard  work  to  the  library  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
and  succeeding  terms.  It  was  also  expected  that  the  board  of  direct- 
ors would  ;ipj)iopnate  a  proper  sum  of  money  at  the  beginning  of 
each  year  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  collection  of  books  larger 
and  thus  more  helpful  to  the  teachers. 

There  were  graduated  from  our  schools  a  class  consisting  of  four- 
teen ladies  and  four  gentlemen,  the  second  largest  class  in  the  history 
of  the  schools.  The  exercises  of  the  class  were,  I  believe,  appro- 
priate and  better  received  hj  patrons  and  citizens  than  heretofore. 
The  closing  entertainments  given  by  the  scholars  of  the  schools  below 
(he  high  school  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  27,  and  by  the  members 
of  the  Freshman,  Sophomore  and  Junior  classes,  May  28,  were  the 
nuKst  interesting  and  best  rendered  of  any  in  the  long  series  of  enter- 
tainments held  in  the  Tyrone  schools. 

A  beautiful  souvenir  program  was  issued  and  distributed  among 
patrons. 

The  exercises  upon  Washington's  birthday  will  be  long  remem- 
bered by  pupils,  teachers  and  patrons.  They  were  such  as  make 
lor  patriotism  and  the  development  of  a  high  ideal  of  citizenship. 

At  the  opening  of  the  term  the  new  four-room  building,  situated 
on  Eighth  street  and  Park  avenue,  was  dedicated  and  occupied  by 
the  pupils.  The  building  is  modern  in  all  of  its  appointments,  and 
furnished  with  the  most  improved  single  desks  of  quartered  oak. 
The  grounds  are  ample  and  surrounded  by  an  ornamental  cast-iron 
fence.  There  were  four  more  schools  added  at  the  beginning  of  the 
term.  The  growth  of  the  schools  in  Tyrone  has  been  phenomenal. 
Five  years  ago  there  were  seventeen  schools,  now  there  are  twenty- 
eight.    There  are  three  buildings,  all  brick,  in  the  borough. 

Anti-cigarette  ]<^ague.s  were  oruaiiizcd  in  all  the  schools. 


\\  EST  (111 ESTER— Addison  .loncs. 


Tbe  work  of  ilie  las(  scJiool  yoar  compares  favorably  with  the 
record  of  previous  j-ears.  The  teaclnT.-;  were  earnest  and  faithful. 
Their  desire  to  do  good  teaching  stimulated  a  large  number  of  them 
to  take  work  in  advanced  classes  in  our  normal  school,  and  to  join 
teachers'  classes  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Drexel  Insti 
tute. 

During  the  year  parents'  days  were  arranged  in  the  different  pri- 
mary rooms.     The  teacher  provided  a  short  program  in  which  the 
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pupils  roL-ited  poems,  gave  pli\  «ical  culture  exercises  aud  saug  songs, 
thus  allording  a  pleasiug  eiiteilaiiuueut.  Some  citizen  was  invited 
l(»  address  the  pupils  aud  their  visitors.  In  every  case  the  teacher 
liiught  one  or  more  classes,  illustrating  the  method  by  which  the 
children  are  inslruclcd.  The  plan  brought  nmny  patrons  to  the 
schools,  as  many  as  the  rooms  would  hold.  I'arents  aud  teachers 
were  thus  brought  into  closer  touch,  and,  in  consequence,  the  work 
of  the  schools  was  more  carefully  noted  and  more  judiciously  criti- 
cised. 

When  we  promoted  pupils  only  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  it 
was  diflficult  to  stimulate  all  to  continued  effort.  Bright  pupils  did 
not  have  sufKicient  work  to  keep  them  busy,  while  dull  pupils  had  to 
be  hurried  unduly  and  were  discouraged;  bright  and  dull  pupils  saw 
chances  of  promotion  in  June  only,  and  frequently  many  became  dila- 
tory in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons.  To  stimulate  all,  and  to 
keep  the  stimulus  ever  present,  it  was  decided  to  have  the  prorao- 
ti(m  basis  made  from  the  daily  work,  the  written  reviews,  the  subject 
examinations  and  the  teacher's  judgment.  Each  grade  under  a 
teacher  has  at  least  two  classes.  The  teacher  determines  in  which 
class  her  pupils  shall  be.  Those  attending  regularly,  giving  best 
recitations  and  showing  strongest  papers,  soon  stand  at  the  head  of 
the  upper  class.  These  are  promoted  into  the  lower  class  of  the 
grade  above  at  any  time  when  they  become  proficient  in  the  grade 
work.  In  this  manner,  all  may  be  kept  busy;  two  years'  work  can 
be  done  in  one  year,  or  three  years'  work  in  two,  without  omitting 
any  parts  of  subjects,  and  all  see  the  necessity  of  constant  effort. 

Our  school  library  was  increased  by  the  purchase  of  500  volumes, 
to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  classes  in  literature,  English, 
geography,  history,  composition  and  in  general  culture.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  trustees  of  the  public  library,  the  pupils  have  ac- 
cess to  I  he  books  there.  In  all  cases  the  teachers  direct  the  reading, 
and  books  can  be  taken  out  only  on  cards  signed  by  the  teachers, 
naming  the  partirnlar  book.  All  books  read  by  the  pupils  have  to 
be  reviewed  by  them,  and  afterwards  criticised  in  writing  on  a  form 
prepared  for  the  purpose.  This  supervised  reading  leads  to  a  better 
understanding  of  the  matter  of  the  text-books  and  a  broader  view  of 
the  subjects  themselves.  The  pupils  form  habits  of  investigation 
nnd  acquire  a  taste  for  the  best  literature. 

The  Alumni  Association,  of  the  high  school,  is  doing  much  to 
foster  pride  in  the  work  the  school  is  accomplishing,  as  well  as  to 
create  additional  interest  in  all  the  schools.  The  gathering  of  all 
the  classes  gives  a  breath  of  business  life  to  the  younger,  w'hile  the 
older  classes  are  brought  into  close  contact  with  those  just  getting 
into  their  places  in  life's  busy  line  of  march.  The  parents  in  the 
commnnitv  have  an  added  interest  in  the  schools  and  a  greater  de- 
sire to  have  their  children  attend  until  sfraduation. 
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WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Couffhlin. 


The  school  term  closed  June  12  and  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  favorable  for  successful  work  we  have  experienced  for 
years. 

The  tendency  to  crowd  our  advanced  grades  still  continues.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  endmg  June,  1895,  279  pupils  were  promoted 
to  the  highest  class  in  the  grammar  schools,  and  278  were  enrolled 
at  the  opening  of  the  term  this  year.  Four  hundred  and  ninety  were 
promoted  to  seventh  year  work,  or  the  grade  next  below  the  one  just 
referred  to,  and  495  applied  for  admission  to  the  grade  at  the  opening 
of  the  succeeding  term. 

The  class  promoted  to  the  high  school,  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1895,  numbered  198,  and  222  first-year  pupils  were  admitted  to  the 
high  school.  I  refer  to  this  tendency  of  increasing  numbers  to  re- 
main in  school  through  the  entire  course  with  great  satisfaction.  The 
educational  forces  of  the  country  should  be  exerted  especially  along 
this  line.  The  greatest  good  to  the  community,  to  the  State  and  to 
the  individual  can  be  realized  only  where  the  people  take  advantage 
of  the  advanced  grammar  school  work,  and  the  work  prescribed  for 
the  secondary  schools.  It  is  not  so'  important  what  is  studied,  as 
when,  how  and  under  what  stimulating  influences  study  is  done. 

When  we  consider  that  the  work  of  education  is  in  a  large  sense 
the  preparation  of  good  citizenship,  it  is  readily  seen  how  futile  is 
the  effort  when  applied  to  pupils  under  twelve  years  of  age.  Up  to 
this  time,  as  said  before,  the  work  is  merely  preparatory  to  real 
self-directed  study.  The  period  from  twelve  to  eighteen  is  of  great 
importance  educationally.  Parents  should  understand  this,  and  see 
to  it  that  their  children  attend  school  at  least  a  portion  of  each  year 
during  this  period. 

Fifty-four  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  several  three  years' 
courses  in  tlie  liigli  school.  Thirty-five  graduated  from  the  coramer 
cial  department,  and  eleven  graduates  received  certificates  of  pro- 
ficiency in  the  department  of  shorthand  and  typewriting,  making  a 
class  in  all  of  100  graduates. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  were  promoted  to  the  high  school  from 
the  grammar  schools,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  thirty-six,  showing 
that  we  have  not  yet  reached  the  limit  of  growth. 

The  work  in  reading  in  the  primary  grades,  covering  the  first  four 
years  in  the  elementary  schools,  is  especially  good  this  year.  The 
results  are  far  in  advance  of  previous  years.  This  is  due  to  the  use 
of  the  Pollard  synthetic  method  adopted  by  the  board  two  years  ago. 


No.  G.J  Wilkeh-Baioie.  '^n 

This  improvement  is  nut  so  noticeable  in  expression,  vvliich  varies 
with  the  interest  and  importance  the  teacher  attaches  to  it,  as  in  the 
power  the  jjupils  have  acquired  in  pronouncing  new  and  difficult 
words  for  themselves,  and  in  the  interest  this  power  has  stimulated 
in  reading  itself. 

Keadiug  is  essentially  the  first  step  in  the  preparation  of  the 
pupils  for  independent  study,  and  this  step  well  taken  means  rapid 
progress  in  all  other  studies.  The  language  work  in  the  fifth  and 
sixth  grades  was  very  satisfactory. 

Two  subjects  for  composition  exercises  were  assigned  for  each 
month,  and  one  classic  selection  in  prose  was  committed  to  memory 
and  thoroughly  studied.  One  of  the  above  subjects  was  a  biographi- 
cal sketch  of  some  noted  man. 

The  first  step  in  these  lessons  was  the  preparation  of  the  subject 
matter  for  the  composition.  No  pupil  was  required  to  write  until  he 
had  something  clearly  in  mind  to  write  about. 

The  second  step  was  writing  under  the  supervision  and  instruction 
of  the  teacher.  After  the  subject  assigned  has  been  written  up  in 
four  or  more  lesson  periods  of  one-half  hour  each,  these  efforts  were 
laid  aside  and  each  pupil  wrote  again,  on  the  same  subject,  in  a  com- 
position book  provided  for  the  purpose.  This  book  contains  all  the 
compositions  of  the  year,  and  are  preserved  for  the  inspection  of  the 
superintendent.  These  exercises  represent  the  best  work  the  pupils 
can  do  after  instruction.  There  is  very  evident  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  the  manuscript,  in  the  interest  the  pupils  take  in  the 
composition  work,  in  their  appreciation  of  accurate  English  and  in 
the  general  knowledge  acquired. 

Compositions  were  written  on  "Rivers,  How  Formed  and  Theif 
Uses;"  on  "London,"  on  "Paris,"  on  "How  I  Spent  My  Vacation,"  on 
"Thanksgiving  Day,"  and  biographical  sketches  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Peter  Cooper,  Abraham  Lincoln,  George  Washington,  Napoleon 
and  U.  S.  Grant. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  nature  of  these  subjects  that  a  useful 
course  of  instruction  was  associated  with  this  language  work. 

"Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address,"  "Selection  from  Buskin,"  "The 
Apostrophe  to  Water,"  "America"  and  "The  Star-Spangled  Banner" 
were  committed  to  memory  and  thoroughly  studied  by  1.800  pupils. 

I  recognize  that  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  teach  language  lessons 
well,  but  I  know  the  work  done  this  year  was  more  nearly  to  the  line 
of  what  constitutes  true  language  study  than  the  usual  work  done 
under  the  names  of  language  lessons. 

The  directors  have  the  following  propositions  under  consideration 
for  the  advancement  of  the  schools  the  current  year. 

First.  A  special  course  for  girls  in  the  high  school,  which  shall 
emphasize  literature,  history  and  science,  and  include  sewing,  cook- 
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iiig,  millinerv,  iiouseliokl  t'conoiiiy,  chemistry  of  loud,  moral  aud 
mental  philosophy  and  the  theory  of  teaching. 

Second.  A  practical  course  for  boys  which  ishall  emphasize  mathe- 
matics, history,  geography,  language,  architectural  and  mechanical 
drawing  and  a  knowledge  of  the  industries  and  mechanic  arts. 

Third.  The  establishment  of  a  grammar  school  in  connection  with 
the  high  school  where  parents  wishing  their  children  to  study  the 
languages,  cnn  have  them  do  so  two  years  before  they  enter  the  high 
school. 

Fourth.  The  arrangement  of  a  course  in  reading,  including  litera- 
ture, geography,  biography,  history  and  science,  to  be  so  adjusted  as 
to  permit  each  pupil,  in  each  grade,  to  read  one  book  in  each  of  the 
above  subjects,  each  year,  from  primary  A  grade  to  the  end  of  the 
STammar  school  course. 


WILLIA M8FOKT— 8.  Transeaii. 


Under  the  new  course  of  study,  of  which  mention  was  made  in  my 
last  annual  report,  the  schools  have  made  most  commendable  pro- 
gress. Good  work  was  done  in  all  grades  and  the  close  of  the  school 
term  found  the  pupils  better  fitted  for  promotion  than  formerly. 

During  my  superintendencj',  the  public  schools  have  grown  very 
much  in  popular  favor.  This  is  true  to  such  an  extent  that  no  less 
than  nine  large  and  commodious  school  buildings  were  erected,  sixty- 
three  teachers  were  added  to  the  corps,  more  than  $40,000  of  school 
indebtedness  paid  off,  the  school  term  increased  from  eight  to  nine 
months,  and  provision  made  for  every  boy  and  girl  of  this  city  to 
receive  such  a  public  school  education  as  but  few  cities  in  the  State 
enjoy.  No  matter  what  the  new  era  may  now  predict,  it  will  scarcely 
produce  a  much  better  state  of  school  affairs  in  this  city  than  my  suc- 
cessor in  office  inherited  on  June  1,  1896. 

The  total  enrollment  of  pupils,  five  thousand  and  ten  (5,01(Ji.  was 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  our  public  schools,  and  the  percentage  of 
attendance,  whether  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  total  eiirollaient  or 
the  monthly  attendance,  will  compare  favorably  with  other  cities  of 
like  size  in  the  State. 

At  the  opening  of  last  term,  400  pupils,  belonging  to  the  highest 
grades,  were  supplied  with  Webster's  academic  dictionaries. 
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The  annual  ius(ilu(t'  and  the  moutlilv  dislrkt  instil nie  were  held 
with  great  piotit  as  in  former  years. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  law  pertaining  to  the  election  of  teachers 
holding  certificates  which  bear  the  names  of  the  Superintendent  of 
I'liblic  Instruction,  or  his  deputy,  be  so  amended  that  when  such 
teachers  are  elected  to  a  position,  they  are  elected  for  three  years.  Is 
there  any  valid  reason  why  a  teacher  holding  this  grade  of  certificate 
shouhl  be  treated  ditferently  from  county  and  city  superintendents? 
Would  not  such  an  amendment  strengthen  the  profession  and  do 
away  with  a  great  deal  t>f  arbitrariness  on  the  part  of  school  di 
rectors? 


YUKK— A.  Wanner. 


Two  new  biick  buildings,  one  of  eight  and  the  other  of  twelve 
rooms,  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  Both  are  exceptionally 
well  adapted  to  school  purposes. 

According  to  the  census  of  school  children  between  eight  and  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  just  completed  and  reported  by  the  assessors, 
there  are  fewer  children  than  have  been  attending  public,  parochial 
and  private  sch.ools  in  the  city,  during  the  year. 

The  actual  number  of  children  between  eight  and  thirteen  years 
enrolled  in  the  schools,  all  the  schools  of  the  city,  has  been  carefully 
and  correctly  obtained  by  the  superintendent.  It  exceeds  by  200  the 
number  reported  by  the  assessors. 

It  is  safe  to  conclude  that  the  same  reasons  that  obtain  here  will 
prevent  more  reliable  returns  elsewhere. 

In  a  general  way  it  may  be  stated  tliat  some  phases  of  school  work 
were  accentuated  during  the  year,  which,  it  is  hoped,  have  advanced 
the  efficiencv  of  the  York  schools. 
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State    Normal    Schools. 


FIRST    DISTROT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


I'he  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  prosperity  in  all  respects. 
Facilities  for  instruction  have  been  greater,  students  have  shown  an 
unusual  spirit  of  earnestness  and  diligence,  and  the  attendance  has 
been  the  largest  in  the  school's  history. 

During  the  year  the  fair  grounds  of  the  Chester  County  Agricul- 
tural Society,  lying  adjacent  to  our  main  school  grounds  on  the  west, 
fell  into  the  sheriff's  hands,  and  were  bought  by  our  trustees  at  a  cost 
of  about  114.000.  The  fine  grounds  embrace  almost  twenty-three 
acres,  entirely  enclosed,  with  a  half-mile  track,  large  grand  stand  and 
other  buildings.  They  are  at  present  used  for  athletics,  for  which 
they  are  admirably  suited.  The  acquisition  of  these  grounds  has 
been  one  of  the  most  important  steps  ever  taken  here.  We  have  now 
about  forty-two  acres  of  ground  in  all. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  school  year  our  trustees  contracted  for  a 
complete  electric  light  plant,  which  is  now  being  rapidly  installed, 
and  hereafter  our  buildings  and  grounds  will  be  lighted  with  elec- 
tricity of  our  own  manufacture. 

Stokes  and  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia,  are  also  putting  in  for  us  a 
first  class  elevator  of  large  size,  to  relieve  our  young  women  of  the 
necessity  of  climbing  the  stairs.  It,  too,  will  be  ready  for  use  at  the 
opening  of  the  fall  term. 

(223) 
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Our  buildings  are  being  repainted,  new  furniture  is  being  pur- 
chased and  otlier  improvements  are  being  made. 

In  connection  with  our  recent  commencement  we  celebrated  the 
quarto-centennial  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  school.  Ap- 
propriate addresses  were  delivered  by  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaefifer,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction;  Hon.  John  Wanamaker,  John  J. 
Pinkerton,  Esq.,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees;  ex-Principals 
Cook  and  Maris  and  the  present  principal.  The  attendance  was 
very  large,  and  the  celebration  was  a  success  in  every  way.  In  con- 
nection with  the  anniversary  the  Alumni  Association  took  steps  to 
raise  a  scholarship  fund,  to  be  loaned  to  deserving  students  to  enable 
them  to  continue  their  education  here.  More  than  two  hundred  dol- 
lars was  at  once  contributed  and  a  committee  appointed  to  solicit 
further  contributions. 

A  historical  sketch  of  the  first  quarter  century  of  the  school,  con- 
taining much  valuable  and  interesting  information  concerning  the 
school's  origin  and  history  down  to  the  present  time,  has  been  pre 
pared  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  vice-principal  of  the  school,  and  published 
in  connection  with  this  celebration. 

For  years  past  we  have  maintained  a  first-class  winter  lecture 
course,  which  has  been  largely  patronized  by  our  citizens  as  well  as 
by  the  school.  Among  those  who  have  appeared  on  our  platform  in 
these  courses  have  been  Russell  Conwell,  Edward  Eggleston,  Lieut. 
Peary,  Col.  McClure,  George  Kennan,  Paul  DuChaillu,  Henry  George, 
Koswell  G.  Horr,  Robert  J.  Burdette,  Bishop  McCabe,  Dr.  P.  S.  Hen- 
son,  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon,  Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Fred.  Douglass, 
Prof.  DeMotte.  These  lecture  courses  have  not  only  given  our  stu- 
dents the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  best  lecturers  in  the  country, 
but  have  been  so  managed  as  to  pay  for  themselves,  and  earn  above 
$.3,000  for  the  increase  of  the  school's  library.  A  strong  course  of 
lecturers  have  already  been  engaged  for  the  coming  winter. 

During  the  spring  term  the  senior  class,  together  with  a  few  of 
their  friends  to  the  number  of  a  hundred,  were  taken  by  special  train 
on  a  three  days'  trip  to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  trip  proved  to  be  a 
source  of  great  pleasure  and  profit,  and  it  is  hoped  to  make  these 
trips  an  annual  feature  hereafter. 
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SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


E.  Oram  luvte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for  the 
forty-first  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  school  year  which  has  just  closed  has  been  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  in  the  history  of  this  institution.  The  total  number  of 
students  in  attendance  during  the  winter  session  was  691;  during 
the  summer  session,  971.  In  the  midst  of  the  widespread  depressioji 
in  business,  this  attendance  is  remarkable.  But  mere  numbers  mean 
little;  the  work  done  by  the  students  means  much.  It  is  especially 
gratifying  to  know  that  the  progress  made  in  the  different  classes  of 
the  school  was  satisfactory.  This  is  shown  in  part  by  the  fact  that 
all  the  students  recommended  by  the  faculty  to  the  State  Board  of 
Examiners  were  "passed"  by  the  State  board.  The  highest  official 
endorsement  of  the  State  was  placed  upon  our  work  by  this  action  of 
the  board.  The  classes  presented  for  '-finar'  examination  included 
98  '^preparatorians,"  102  juniors,  9o  seniors  and  16  resident  gradu- 
ates, includmg  six  who  completed  the  scientific  course. 

The  improvement  of  the  grounds,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  was 
continued  this  year.  Millersville  had  several  practical  arbor  days 
and  set  out  a  large  number  of  trees  and  shrubs  on  the  grounds  ac- 
quired lately  by  the  school. 

The  new  library  building  was  opened  last  September  for  the  use 
of  students  and  teachers.  It  has  been  in  charge  of  two  trained  li- 
brarians, who  have  been  at  w^ork  cataloguing  the  books,  in  addition 
to  the  routine  duties  devolving  upon  them.  The  catalogue,  when  fin- 
ished, will  be  of  great  service  to  the  school.  The  libraries  of  the 
schools  are  now  made  to  take  an  important  part  in  the  education  of 
our  students. 

The  trustees  of  the  school  aim  to  maintain  the  standing  of  Millers- 
ville among  the  normal  schools  of  the  State,  and  their  guardianship  of 
its  material  interests  has  given  it  a  sure  financial  basis.  But  few- 
changes  will  take  place  in  the  faculty  for  the  coming  year.  Nearly 
all  the  inslidctors  who  have  served  the  school  with  ability  and 
loyalty  for  many  years  will  remain  in  their  chosen  positions. 

The  State  at  large  needs  to  have  a  fuller  appreciation  of  the  value 
of  the  State  normal  schools  to  the  public  s^chool  system  and  to  the 
State  itself.     No  State  school  system  can  do  satisfactory  work  with 
15-6-96 
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uul  uuimiil  fcicJiools  uutler  State  control.  Tlie  large  eipeuditure  of 
public  fimds  for  the  coinmou  schools  reiideis  it  uecessai y  that  the 
State  should  make  the  normal  school  sysk'ui  as  elHcieut  as  possible 
in  order  (h;it  the  money  expended  on  public  schools  be  judiciously 
expended.  A  pour  teacher,  like  a  poor  i>hysician,  or  lawyer  or  me- 
chanic, is  dear  at  any  pricu,  however  low.  "A  good  teacher  makes  a 
good  school."  The  best  place,  if  not  the  only  place,  to  prepare  good 
teachers  for  oui  public  schools  is  ii  normal  school.  It  is  a  short- 
sighted policy  thai  would  make  large  appropriations  to  public 
schools  and  oveilook  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  these  schools. 
The  public  schools  should  luive  large  approi)riations,  and  the  State 
normal  schools  should  likewise  be  liberally  supported  by  the  State 
and  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  faithful  pei-formance  of 
tlieir  duties.  In  no  other  way  can  the  i)ublic  schools,  "the  people's 
colleges,"  be  so  directly  helped  as  in  building  up  an  efficient  State 
normal  school  system  by  liberal  apjtropriations  froui  the  State  and 
close  supervision  by  State  oflicials. 

The  nornml  school  has  a  sphere  peculiarly  its  own,  a  sphere  which 
cannot  be  filled  by  other  institutions.  Its  province  is  to  prepare 
persons  for  the  vocation  of  teaching  in  the  public  schools.  A  teacher 
requires  a  knowledge  of  the  branches  which  he  teaches  which  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  knowledge  demanded  for  the  everyday  affairs  of  life. 
T!ie  normal  school  must,  tiiercfoie,  do  academic  or  scholastic  work 
of  a  peculiar  kind,  in  addition  to  the  nioic  jturely  professional  work 
of  studying  the  child  and  the  methods  of  developing  its  latent  powers. 
The  aim  of  this  institution,  in  common  with  that  of  other  Pennsyl- 
vania State  normal  schools,  is  to  tit  persons  scholastically  and  pro- 
fessionally for  the  vocation  of  teaching,  and  through  the  teacher  to 
(b'ssemiTuite  education  anioTig  the  poopl*'. 


rill  Kit   DISTKICT— KUTZTOWN. 


Geo.  B.  Hancher,  Principal. 


It  IS  my  pleasure  to  report  that  the  work  done  by  our  school  this 
year  was  exceptionally  good.  At  the  opening  of  the  fall  teim  our 
students  settled  down  to  earnest  study  at  once  and  carried  the  spirit 
of  earnestness  through  the  year.  As  a  result,  we  got  splendid  re- 
luinN.     All  who  saw  the  exhibits  of  our  work  in  some  of  the  depart- 
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uient»  during  comiiieucemeul  week  will  testify  lo  Iheir  superiority 
over  all  former  exhibits,  liut  a  scliool'si  be«t  work  can  not  be 
spread  out  on  tables  for  exhibition.  (Jommeucenienl  day  exercises 
were  considered  to  be  Aery  superior. 

The  new  laundry  buildinj;  was  finished  and  [Hit  iii(<t  use  in  March. 
The  trustees  had  to  incur  a  d<'bt  in  order  io  put  up  and  etpiip  this 
building,  but  the  need  was  so  urgent  that  they  had  no  alternalivc. 

One  of  our  trustees  died  during  the  year.  The  loss  of  such  a  man 
as  John  Iliimbert  is  a  great  loss  lo  any  board  of  trustees.  Honest  in 
his  convictions,  rich  in  council,  just  in  his  judgments,  fearless  in 
action,  to  truth  always  a  friend,  the  guardian  of  the  best  interests  of 
(he  State  and  of  the  school,  yet  a  plain,  unassuming  man.  Truly,  he 
might  rightly  be  called  John  Humbert,  the  Just.  The  school  at- 
tended his  burial  in  a  body. 

The  students  have  their  athletic  grounds  in  the  front  and  rear  of 
the  building.  During  the  year  an  athletic  association  was  organized. 
The  chief  object  of  this  association  is  to  promote  out-door  exercise, 
and,  consequently,  students  participaie  in  lawn  tennis,  croquet,  foot- 
ball, base  ball,  etc.  They  are  allowed  to  spend  only  their  recreation 
period  upon  these  games,  for  the  school  has  higher  objects  in  view. 
As  a  criticism  on  the  tendencies  of  the  day,  an  old  farmer  wrote  to 
one  of  our  universities  and  asked:  "Will  there  be  any  extra  charges 
if  my  son  studies  anything  besides  rowing  and  foot  ball?"  Ultra 
athletics  is  a  question  the  normal  schools  will  have  to  solve. 

If  the  six  branch  method  is  to  continue,  would  it  not  be  well  for 
graduates  to  come  back  to  school  before  they  get  their  master  di- 
plomas and  study  the  "six  branches"  for  one  short  term  of  twelve 
weeks?  The  normal  schools  would  have  to  give  them  special  classes, 
and  at  the  same  lime  put  at  their  command  a  special  library  devoted 
entirely  to  the  "six  branches."  These  students  would  then  study 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  teacher  who  wishes  to  master  the  branch, 
and  not  from  the  standpoint  of  a  pupil  who  wishes  simply  to  get  "a 
passing  mark."  This  would  revolutionize  the  teaching  of  the  com- 
mon branches  in  a  few  years,  and  woiild  bring  great  advantages  to 
the  school  children  of  our  State. 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


Geo.   P.  Bible,  Principal. 

In  closing  this,  the  thir<l  xi^ixr  of  the  new  State  Normal  school,  I  am 
pleased  to  report  continued  progress  and  prosperity.  The  attendance 
has  been  equal  to  the  past  year,  while  the  tinancial  condition  of  tlii' 
i-chool.  as  will  he  seen  by  Ihc  r(']>ort,  shows  as  usual,  an  annual  profit, 
and  a  wis(^  and  judicious  cxprudirurc  in  inii)r()vements  made  during 
the  past  and  present  years.  A  larse  gymnasium  has  been  erected 
and  equipped;  the  basenuMit  and  gallery  or  runninj?  track  have  yet 
to  be  finished.  A  new  boiler  and  engine  ro(mi  was  erected  and  the 
laundry  enlarged  and  improved. 

A  cold  storage  vault  is  being  erected  and  other  necessary  repairs 
and  improvements  being  made.  These  and  other  buildings  have  been 
erected,  not  on  special  ajipropriations  from  the  State,  but  out  of  the 
earnings  of  the  school.  It  Mill  be  seen  that  our  progress  has  been 
rapid  and  our  ex]>enditures  Judicious.  We  are  greatly  in  need  of  a 
recitation  hall,  but  cannot  erect  this  without  help  from  the  State. 

Witli  this  additional  building,  we  would  be  fairly  well  equipped, 
though  we  need  much  in  the  way  of  apparatus  and  library.  A 
number  of  changes  have  been  made  in  the  board  of  trustees,  but  the 
new  members  tako  their  places  with  the  same  enthusiasm  and  in- 
terest in  the  school  that  have  characterized  the  board  since  its  oi-gani- 
zation.  Several  additions  have  been  made  to  the  faculty,  yet  a 
number  who  began  with  the  opening  session  are  still  with  us.  The 
.school  has  been  absolutely  free  of  contag'ous  disease  and  serious 
illness  of  any  kind  during  the  past  three  years.  The  prospects  for 
the  fall  term,  despite  the  depression  in  business,  are  encouraging. 


FIFTH  DIvSTRICT— MANSFIELD. 


S.  H.  Albro,  Principal. 

In  compliance  with  your  direction,  I  make,  herewith,  my  annual 
report  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  the  Fifth  district,  for  the  year 

endirg  .Tunc  18.  ISOG. 
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The  year  has  beeu  prospei-ous.  The  growth  of  the  school  has  beeu 
continuous  and  rcj^ular,  the  increase  in  number  of  students  being 
ten  iK*r  cent.  o\er  the  previous  yciir.  The  numbers  registered  by 
terms  is  nearly  even,  no  two  terms  of  the  year  varying  as  much  as 
ten  per  cent. 

Nearly  all  of  our  studciiis  become  actual  teachers  after  leaving  th«.' 
school.  A  large  portion  of  those  who  take  the  college  preparatory 
course  and  go  to  college,  do  so  with  the  purpose  oi  becoming  well- 
qualihed  teachers  in  the  public  scliools. 

The  greatest  improvement  we  have  made  this  year  is  in  our  mod,-! 
school.  We  made  an  arrangi'meui  with  the  school  authorities  of  the 
borougii  to  teach  all  t)ie  depaitments  of  tlu^ir  school,  except  the  four 
highest  grades.  This  experiment  has  been  highly  successful  and 
satisfactory  to  both  parties  to  the  contract. 

The  enlarged  model  school  has  afforded  greatly  superior  oppor- 
tunities to  the  members  of  the  senior  class.  In  fact,  they  have  ac- 
quired actual  and  successful  experience,  both  in  teaching  and  in 
school  management.  The  people  of  the  borough  are  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  their  school  was  better  than  ever  before.  The  re- 
sult of  this  feeling  is  that  we  are  to  have  the  whole  school  next  year. 

U'e  have  made  considerable  additions  to  our  circulating  library 
and  adopted  the  card  catalogue  system. 

We  have  added  two  regular  teachers  to  the  faculty  for  the  coming 
vear. 


SIXTH  DrSTKli'T— HLOO.MSBrRG. 


J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


1  herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  ilie  State  Noimal  School 
of  the  Sixth  district. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  year  was  excellent,  and  the 
students  in  mental  ability,  earnestness  of  purpose  and  conduct  were 
all  that  could  be  desired. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  iustruttors  and  some  addi- 
tions to  the  other  facilities  for  instruction,  both  of  which  made  the 
work  of  the  year  much  more  effective.  The  senior  and  junior  classes 
were  large,  but  they  recited  in  small  sections,  and  each  student  re- 
ceived individual  attention. 
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The  manual  tiuiuiug  depaitmciit  oi  the  school  has  reached,  under 
able  instructors,  a  very  high  degree  of  excellence.  Not  only  the 
kind  of  work  dune,  but  also  the  methods  used  have  been  such  as  to 
give  gratifying  results.  Training  the  mind  through  the  hand  is  not 
an  experiment.     It  ought  to  be  a  part  of  regular  public  school  vi^ork. 

All  other  departments  of  the  school  have  done  excellent  work. 
Thoroughness  and  the  true  end  of  education  have  been  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind  in  each  dei>artment,  and  the  results  have  been  good 
scholarship  and  correct  views  of  educatiou,  and  educational  means 
and  methods  on  the  part  of  the  students. 

The  critic  of  normal  schools  is  still  abroad,  and  the  cry  of  "behind 
the  times,''  and  "low  standard  of  scholarship"  is  still  made,  even  by 
some  in  high  official  positions,  but  they  don't  otter  and  can't  produce 
any  proof  of  their  assertions;  so  we  are  content  to  go  on  trying  to 
make  our  normal  school  system  what  in  other  states  it  is  recognized 
as  being,  "one  of  the  best  normal  school  systems  in  America."  Criti- 
cisms made  for  political  effect  are  only  annoying,  they  do  no  real 
harm. 

It  is  fitting,  perhaps,  to  mention  the  liloomsburg  State  Normal 
School  Quarterly,  which  for  the  past  two  years  has  been  reflecting 
the  life  and  work  of  the  institution.  The  staff  of  editors  consists 
of  teachers  and  students,  all  of  whom  appreciate  the  responsibility  of 
their  positions  and  the  magnitude  of  their  work.  The  Quarterly  has 
become  a  welcome  visitor  wherever  it  has  gone. 

The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  year  are  bright.  We  are  warranted 
in  expecting  a  very  large  number  of  students  well  prepared  for  their 
work.  The  one  Ihing  that  seriously  hinders  us  is  our  financial  con- 
dition. The  withholding  of  half  of  our  appropriation  by  the  Stat<' 
has  crippled  us  very  seriously,  and  unless  we  can  secure  the  whole,  or 
a.  part  of  this  money  soon,  there  is  no  foreseeing  what  disaster  may 
come  upon  the  institution.  I  hope  the  Department  will  assist  ns  in 
any  way  possible  to  impress  upon  the  State  Treasurer  and  the  au- 
thorities at  Harrisbnrg  the  importance  of  relief  at  the  enrliest  pos- 
sible dav. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBURG. 


G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  twenty-fourth  nnnual  report  of  the  Normal  School  of  the  Sev- 
enth district. 
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We  rej,'istt'rr(I  l\\v  past  year  in  all  (lei»ai-liueuls,  521  sludeuts,  grad- 
uated V20  persons  aud  passed  12'J  juniors  into  the  senior  class.  This 
is  the  largest  attendance  and  the  largest  graduating  class  re«orded 
in  the  history  of  the  school. 

A  large  aud  magnificent  fountain  was  erected  during  the  year,  in 
front  of  the  main  building.  The  board  of  trustees,  in  recognition  of 
the  liberal  contribution  made  by  the  members  of  the  class  of  '9(),  dedi 
cated  tliis  splendid  work  of  art  to  this  class.  The  dedicatory  ex«i- 
cises  were  held  on  Class  day.  The  presentation  speech  was  made  by 
Mr.  E.  M.  Gress,  class  president,  and  the  fountain  was  accepted  for 
I  he  school  by  IIuii.  8.  M.  N\'hcrry,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

The  Alumni  I'edagogical  Library,  the  gift  of  the  graduates,  was 
formally  presented  to  the  school  on  commencement  day.  F.  l^. 
\Vickersham,  Esq.,  of  Steelton,  Pa.,  president  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion, after  congratulating  the  alumni  upon  the  successful  launching 
of  this  most  worthy  undertaking,  introduced  Prof.  Ezra  Lehman,  who 
made  the  dedicatory  address.  The  libraiy  was  ac-ce|)ted  lor  the 
school  by  the  principal. 

The  class  of  '0(5  left  for  the  school  a  fine  large  picture  of  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  composing  the  class.  This  picture  will  grow  in  in- 
terest as  the  years  go  by,  and  the  class  of  '90  has  in  its  presentation 
to  the  school,  manifested  a  most  devoted  attachment  and  friendship 
for  its  alma  mater. 

The  grading  of  the  campus,  begun  more  than  a  year  ago,  has 
reached  a  point  where  its  effects  upon  the  attractiveness  of  the 
grounds  are  plainly  manifest.  The  grounds,  when  finished,  will 
descend  from  the  building  toward  the  Cumberland  Valley  railroad  in 
a  very  eas}-  slope.  A  number  of  fine  tennis  courts  have  been  laid  out 
in  front  of  the  ladies'  dormitory,  and  the  game  has  l>een  much  en- 
gaged in  by  the  students  and  faculty'. 

The  Normal  School  Herald,  a  paper  published  quarterly  by  the 
school  and  edited  by  the  members  of  the  faculty,  issued  its  first 
number  shortly  after  commencement.  Tt  is  issued  in  the  interest  of 
the  normal  school  system  in  general  and  the  Cumberland  Valley 
State  Normal  School  in  particular. 

Over  $000.00  have  been  set  aside  by  the  board  of  trustees  for  addi- 
tional reference  books.  With  the  Alumni  Pedagogical  Library,  a 
largely  increased  reference  library,  the  excellent  collection,  of  books 
in  the  two  society  libraries,  and  a  finely  furnished  reading  room,  the 
Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School  will  be  able  to  offer  the 
coming  year  to  its  students  an  excellent  opportunity  for  general  and 
special  reading  and  study. 

The  trustees  of  the  school  have  been  active  and  solicitous  for  the 
interests  of  the  school,  and  have  condncfed  its  affairs  with  a  progres- 
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sive  spirit,  but  at  tlie  same  tiDie  with  the  most  careful  and  wise 
economy. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  A.  C.  MeCune,  the  treasurer  of  the  school, 
and  Mr.  James  E.  McLean,  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  the 
SL-hool  has  sustained  an  irreparable  loss.  Mr.  McCuue  was  cou- 
nected  with  the  school,  either  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
or  as  its  treasurer  from  its  organization  until  his  death,  on  April  14, 
1895.  Mr.  McLean  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  from  an 
early  period  in  the  school's  history  up  until  the  date  of  his  death  on 
August  31,  1895,  and  during  most  of  this  time  he  was  president  of  the 
board.  Both  these  gentlemen  were  devoted  and  unassuming  in  their 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  both  were  intelligent 
and  sagacious  in  their  judgment  concerning  its  welfare. 

1  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  zeal  and  good  judgment  which  the 
members  of  the  faculty  have  in  general  displayed  in  all  things  per- 
taining to  the  success  of  the  school.  Through  their  efficient  co- 
operation and  wise  counsel  the  standard  of  scholarsliip  has  beeu 
steadily  advanced  and  the  professional  training  of  the  students  has 
been  lifted  to  a  higher  plane. 

The  moral  and  religious  tone  of  the  school  has  been  kept  in  a 
healthy  state.  Our  aim  has  been  to  send  out  young  men  and  women 
from  onr  school  having  strong  faith  in  God  and  in  true  manhood  and 
womanhood,  making  character  the  crowning  excellence  in  the  teach- 
ers' qualifieations. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  the 
normal  schools  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  In  all  the 
growth  and  success  of  the  normal  schools  in  the  State  the  friendly 
hand  of  the  School  Department  of  the  State  has  been  felt.  The  nor- 
mal schools  of  the  State  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  State  Super- 
intendent and  his  assistants,  which  they  can  best  repay  by  upholding 
them  and  co-operating  with  them  in  all  their  arduous  and  often  times 
perplexing  labors  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  the  Common  wealth. 

\Vith  cur  faces  toward  the  sunrise,  we  look  toward  the  coming 
year  with  high  expectations  for  the  continued  growth  and  success 
of  the  Normal  School  of  the  Seventh  district,  ^^'e  have  an  abiding- 
faith  in  the  utility  of  the  normal  school  as  an  efficient  agent  in  the 
improvement  of  the  public  school,  and  inspired  by  a  lofty  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  the  common  schools  we  are  willing  to  continue  our 
best  efforts  to  make  the  training  schools  of  the  State  the  pride  ol 
every  worthy  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  as  efficient  as  pos 
sible  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  people's  schools. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


James  Eldon,  Principal. 


The  Central  State  Normal  School  reports  a  year  of  progress  in  the 
work  of  training-  teachers  as  well  as  in  the  addition  of  buildings  and 
other  educational  facilities. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  of  twenty-five 
per  cent,  over  that  of  any  previous  year. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  128;  159  juniors  were  admitted  to 
the  senior  class  and  109  sub-juniors  passed  six  branches  of  the  junior 
course. 

On  account  of  the  large  number  who  applied  for  admission  in  the 
spring  it  was  necessary  to  secure  lodgings  and  rooms  outside  of  the 
school  dormitories  for  150  students. 

Of  the  GO.';  students  in  the  normal  department  518  boarded  in  the 
school  building. 

To  accommodate  the  increasing  numbers  the  trustees  have  made 
arrangements  for  the  building  of  new  dormitories.  These  new  dor- 
mitories will  accommodate  IGO  students,  eighty  gentlemen  and 
eighty  ladies,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  close  of  the 
winter  term  in  March.  1897. 

The  gymnasium,  a  handsome  two-story  building  104  feet  by  64  feet, 
with  a  projection  in  front  of  40  by  10.  has  just  been  completed  at  a 
cost  of  f  14,000.  It  will  be  fully  furnished  with  apparatus  some  time 
during  the  year.  The  athletic  grounds  have  been  graded  and  im- 
proved and  a  fine  grand  stand  to  seat  1,000  persons  has  been  erected. 
The  Petrikin  mansion,  purchased  by  the  school  a  few  years  ago.  will 
be  remodeled  under  the  supervision  of  the  architect  and  will  be  con- 
verted into  a  handsome  residence  for  the  principal. 

Other  substantial  improA'ements  are  under  contemplation.  With 
reasonable  support  from  the  State  the  school  will  not  fail  to  increase 
in  usefulness  and  add  to  the  glory  of  the  educational  system  of  the* 
T'ommonwealtb. 


15* 
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I\  INTU    IJ1«TK10T— INDIANA. 


I>.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  I'riucipal. 


1  have  lilt;  lioiiui-  to  ivpurt  that  the  atteudauce  at  iudiaua  during 
the  past  3ear  is  uot  the  largest  iu  the  history  of  tlie  school,  nor  are 
the  material  improvciueiits  eijiial  to  those  of  some  former  years. 

The  atteiidaucc  iias  had  the  (luality  of  being  continuous.  Almost 
exactly  two-thirds  of  the  students  were  iu  attendance  throughout  the 
school  year.     The  lu'alth  uf  the  school  was  unusually  good. 

The  woi'k  has  been  under  the  direction  of  a  strong  cori)s  of  teach- 
ers. For  the  next  year  il  is  gratifying  to  stale  that  but  one  new 
teacher  is  expected. 

The  improvements  nauu-d  in  last  year's  report  as  under  considera- 
tion have  all  been  made  and  are  highly  appreciated.  The  beauty  of 
the  campus  has  elicited  exclamations  of  admiration  from  our  visitors 
and  is  a  most  commendable  educational  agency. 

The  school  maintained  its  record  at  the  Ininds  of  Ihe  State  Board 
of  Examiners,  Every  candidate  recommended,  whether  in  scientific 
or  elementary  course,  senior,  junior,  or  sub-junior  was  approved.  It 
is  the  policy  of  the  school  to  [uesent  as  sub-juniors  only  those  be- 
lieved to  be  particularly  well  qualified  iu  the  six  studies.  Such  are  at 
no  disadvantage  when  they  enter  the  school  room  as  teachers  after 
graduation  even  though  they  have  not  recently  reviewed  these  sub- 
jects; while  they  gain,  by  release  from  the  six  studies,  concentration 
of  attention  upon  fewer  branches. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  aitpreciation  of  the  graduates  of 
the  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania  long  ago  felt  and  expressed 
throughout  the  great  we.st,  is  finding  ecjually  emphatic  exi)ressiou  in 
New  England.  Two  ('ounecticut  superintendents,  each  in  charge  of 
a  large  corps  of  teachers  drawu  chietly  from  eastern  normal  schools 
have  been  so  imitressed  with  the  thorough  preparation  of  our  gradu- 
ates that  one  lias  spoken  repentediv  of  tlie  snp<»nor  solidity  of  tlie 
educational  foundations  laid  in  the  nornuil  schools  of  I'ennsylvania, 
and  another  who  began  with  a  prejudice  against  them,  after  years 
of  comparison  has  emphatically  declared  that  these  schools  do  not 
claim  for  themselves  the  credit  for  excellent  work  which  is  their  due. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  that  the  same  solidity  of  foundation  has 
been  commended  recently  by  three  of  our  colleges,  two  of  them 
among  the  greatest  in  the  east.  The  commendation  is  particularly 
of  the  training  given  to  graduates  in  tlu'  eleinontarv  coui-se.     When 
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these  schools  of  the  people  thus  receive  spouliiiieuus  aud  exceptional 
commendation  from  ciitics  of  the  highest  standing,  in  national  cen- 
lers  of  educational  activity,  it  behooves  the  people  through  their  rep- 
resentatives to  see  that  the  good  work  shall  be  sustained  to  the  last- 
ing credit  and  welfare  of  our  great  Commonwealth. 


TENTH  DISTKICT— CALIFORN lA. 


Theodore  B.  Noss,  I'rincipal. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  growth  and  development  in  the  work 
of  our  school.  Our  inability  to  obtain,  at  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature a  special  appropriation,  compelled  us  to  postpone  for  the 
present  the  erection  of  a  much-needed  new  building.  Our  attendance 
of  students  was  considerably  larger  than  ever  before  and  our  ac- 
commodations were  far  too  limited.  During  the  last  spring  term 
more  than  one-third  of  our  students  were  obliged  to  seek  rooms  in 
private  houses,  iu  some  cases  remote  from  the  school. 

The  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  have,  as  their  function, 
the  training  of  an  army  of  teachers  equal  in  numbers  to  the  stand- 
ing army  of  the  United  States.  The  efficiency  of  the  teaching  done 
in  our  public  schools  depends  largely  upon  the  efficiency  of  these 
training  schools.  The  State  is  wisely  libeial  in  granting  five  aud 
one-half  million  dollars  annually  towards  the  support  of  onr  common 
schools,  but  if  untrained,  uuprepared  teachers  are  i)laced  in  charge 
of  these  schools,  this  money  will  be  in  a  large  measure  wasted.  "As 
is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school.-'  A  good  teacher  is  a  more  important 
factor  than  a  good  school  house,  or  good  text-books  or  a  long  school 
term.  And  it  is  to  the  normal  schools  alone  that  we  must  look  for  a 
supply  of  well-instructed,  well-trained  teachers.  None  of  our  public 
institutions  affect  more  directly  and  vitally  the  welfare  of  onr  whole 
people. 

Although  in  our  efforts  to  enlarge  and  improve  our  plant,  we  have 
been  crippled  for  want  of  money,  we  have,  nevertheless,  been  doing 
much  to  improve  the  quality  of  our  work.  Our  faculty  will  remain 
substantially  the  same  for  the  ensuing  year.  Our  graduating  class 
for  the  year  1896  numbered  forty-four;  the  enrollment  of  students  in 
Mif  nnriii;^!  department  being  fiOO.  the  number  of  giadnates  was  less 
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than  one-thirteenth  of  our  number  of  normal  students.  For  the  year 
1897  the  graduating  class  will  be  somewhat  larger,  equalling,  per- 
haps, one-tenth  of  the  whole  number  of  normal  students,  ^\e  be- 
lieve that  we  do  best  for  our  graduates,  for  our  school  and  for  the 
normal  school  system  in  the  State  by  requiring  a  good  degree  of 
scholarship  and  teaching  power  as  conditions  to  graduation. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


During  the  past  year  the  attendance  has  increased  in  a  manner 
extremely  satisfactory  to  all  friends  of  the  institution,  since  the 
marked  increase  during  the  fall  and  winter  terms  has  brought  the 
average  per  term  from  38H,  in  181)5,  to  415,  in  1896.  The  number  of 
diffen^nt  students  in  attendance  in  the  noi-nial  department  during  the 
ypfir  was  6.S1  :  in  model  school.  174,  and  in  the  kindergarten,  44,  a 
total  of  849  in  all  departments. 

Another  encouraging  fact  brought  out  by  ;ni  .  inlysis  of  the  sta- 
tistics is  an  increase  in  the  length  of  time  taken  in  the  completion  of 
the  usual  normal  coui'se.  The  :  ecords  show  that  the  last  graduating 
class — 110  in  number — si>ent  two  and  seven-tenths  years  in  attend- 
ance at  normal  school.  This  brings  the  average  close  to  the  three- 
year  limit  of  the  present  elementary  course. 

It  is  believed  that  the  kindergarten,  recently  established  by  the 
school  jiuthorities.  will  be  of  gvenr  service  to  the  nonnal  students  as 
a  school  for  observation  in  which  the  principles  of  Froebel's  work 
may  be  seen  in  practical  operation. 

A  new  dormitory  for  young  men  has  been  erected  during  the  past 
year,  and  is  a  commodious  and  substantial  building,  a  model  of 
beauty,  comfort  and  convenience.  Few  buildings  of  its  class  can 
equal  it  in  those  points  that  tend  to  make  it  a  real  home  for  the 
young  men  who  attend  the  school. 

Plans  have  been  drafted  and  steps  taken  toward  the  erection  of  ;i 
chapel  to  supply  the  place  of  the  assembly  hall  recently  destroyed 
bv  fire. 
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TW  ELF'JH  DISTKICT— KDINiiOKO. 


Martiu  G.  Benedict,  Principal. 


I  iiciewilh  submit  my  til'lli  annual  report.  The  past  year  has  been 
marlied  by  a  steady  educational  growth,  the  number  of  students  has 
increased  and  the  organization  and  classification  of  the  classes 
greatly  improwd.  'ilie  (piality  of  the  work  received  ihe  hearty 
endorsement  of  the  board  of  examiners.  Fifty-six  seniors,  eighty-six 
juniors  and  sixty-one  preparatory  students  passed  successful  *txami- 
nations. 

We  have  no  extended  improvement  of  property  to  report.  ]S'»> 
new  buildings  have  been  erected  and  no  material  alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  halls  or  recitation  rooms,  yet  a  sufficient  amount  of 
money  has  been  expended  to  keep  the  various  buildings  and  the 
giounds  in  satisfactory  repair.  The  school  is  greatly  in  need  of  one 
new  building.  The  dormitories  and  dining-room  are  entirely  too 
small.  Not  one-half  of  the  students  who  apply  can  be  accommo- 
dated. Rooms  and  boarding  places  must  be  found  in  the  village.  A 
commodious  students'  home  sJiould  be  erected  at  an  early  date. 

A  change  in  our  faculty  was  made  necessary  in  term  time  by  the 
resignation  of  our  science  teacher.  The  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
election  of  Professor  C.  A.  Peters.  Mr.  Peters  came  to  the  depart- 
ment of  science  fully  prepared,  a  graduate  and  former  teacher  at  the 
Millersville  State  Normal  School  and  later  a  graduate  of  the  Michi- 
gan University.  His  experience,  good  judgment  and  scholarship  en- 
abled the  students  of  the  science  department  to  complete  the  work 
of  the  year  without  loss. 

The  library  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  faculty  and  students.  It 
contains  about  6,000  volumes  and  the  current  numbers  of  ninety  pub 
lications,  including  tb.e  leading  scientific  and  literary  reviews  and 
magazines  of  the  day.  A  librarian  is  employed,  whose  exclusive 
work  it  is  to  assist  students  to  books  and  to  make  the  library  easily 
accessible.  The  school  issues  a  quarterly,  "The  Edinboro  Normal 
Star,"  which  mirrors  the  school  life  of  the  students  and  discusses 
educational  methods. 

This  report  ends  my  official  relations  with  the  school.  My  resigna 
tion  was  accepted  by  the  board  of  trustees  July  24.  A  brief  resume 
of  my  work  at  Edinboro  may  not  be  out  of  place.  I  was  elected 
principal  February  J),  1892,  and  began  the  following  week.  The 
school  was  literally  disrupted.  The  students  had  left  in  a  body  and 
1  !-oon  learned  that  a  bitter  and  longstanding  feud  existed  among  the 
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c-itizeus  of  the  cuuiimmity.  All  rc^cords  of  the  school  pertaiuing  to 
the  principal's  ollice  were  missing.  The  minute  book  of  the  board  of 
examiners,  the  roster  of  the  students,  the  list  of  graduates,  and  all 
ollicial  pai)ers  were  either  destroyed  or  secreted.  The  press,  not 
understanding  (he  facts,  were  largely  hostile  and  the  school  frater- 
nity looked  with  misgivings  upon  the  future  of  tke  school.  In  spite 
of  all,  a  growth  began  at  once  and  has  been  constant.  Each  term's 
attendance  has  been  greater  than  the  corresponding  one  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  number  of  students  enrolled  the  first  term  was 
thirteen,  consisting  largely  of  the  children  of  the  trustees  and  their 
immediate  friends.  The  enrollment  for  the  spring  term  just  closed 
was  370.  The  graduating  class  of  1892  numbered  thirteen.  A  class 
has  since  graduated  numbering  sixty-one.  The  first  junior  class 
numbered  thirty-six,  the  last  one,  eighty-six.  The  classes  have  uni- 
Iqrmly  passc^d  their  examinalions  and  each  board  of  examiners  has 
given  the  work  an  emphatic  endorsement.  The  press  now  favors  the 
school  and  comity  superintendents  and  scliool  men  generally  are  sup- 
porting it. 

The  board  of  trustees  as  now  organized  consists  of  men  against 
whom  there  can  be  no  just  prejudice.  In  the  work  of  sustaining  the 
school,  the  board  has  been  truly  heroic.  As  individuals,  they  have 
freely  spent  tiieir  time  nnd  money  with  no  hope  of  material  reward, 
but  purely  for  the  love  of  the  institution  and  in  the  interest  of  edu- 
cation. This  board  is  entirely  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  public 
and  I  urge  school  men  and  all  others  to  assist  in  the  generous  and 
noble  work  and  to  render  futile  the  opposition  which  has  been  un- 
necessary, persistent  and  malicious. 

I  leave  the  school  with  a  deep  interest  in  its  future  success.  To 
see  it  prosper  would  afford  me  genuine  satisfaction.  May  my  suc- 
cessor find  the  work  pleasant  and  may  all  unite  with  him  in  his 
labors  for  the  school.  I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  to  the  board  of  trustees  and  to  all  who  have 
given  sympathy,  who  have  manifested  interest  and  have  co  operated 
in  mv  labors  while  connected  with  the  Edinboro  Normal. 
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TinKTP:ENTll    DISTRICT— CLARION. 


A.  ,1.  Davis,  Principal. 


The  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsj'lvania  an-  addiuj,'  about  1,000 
elementary  graduates  jearlj  to  the  teaching  force  of  the  Common- 
wealth. An  increasing  number  of  these  graduates  is  found  each  suc- 
cessive year  taking  advanced  conrses  in  the  normal  schools  and  col- 
leges. 

The  Clarion  Normal  School  graduated  300  students  in  the  element- 
ary course  during  the  first  eight  years  of  its  existence,  and  last  year 
almost  fifty  were  attending  colleges  in  this  and  other  states,  while 
many  of  the  remain<lcr  are  pursuing  the  advanced  noinial  courses, 
some  in  school  aud  others  by  home  study,  whilst  engaged  in  teaching. 
This  indicates  that  a  normal  school  course  stimulates  a  desire  for 
more  learDing. 

This  year  sixty-five  graduates  were  added  to  the  300  previously 
graduated,  making  a  total  of  -131  graduates  during  the  first  nine 
years  of  the  school's  history. 

Advancement  has  been  made  during  the  [)ast  few  years  in  unifying 
the  pedagogical  and  academic  work  done  in  the  classes.     The  faculty 
recognizes  that  the  proper  preparation  of  a  teacher  requires  not  only 
a  mastery  of  the  art  and  science  of  education,  but  a  thorough  ground- 
ing in  (he  subject  he  is  to  teach;  thatthe  knowledge  of  a  subject  that 
sutiices  for  the  business  man  or  the  man  following  another  profession 
does  not  suffice  for  the  teacher.     Hence,  the  academic  work  done  in 
the  normal  schools  must  be  different  from  and  more  thorough  than 
the  same  work  done  in  other  institutions.     Tt  has  been  satisfactorily 
demonstrated  that  the  psychological  and  pedagogical  principles  un- 
iderlying  the  teaching  of  any  branch  can  best  be  unfolded  and  made 
[explicit  while  teaching  that  branch.     In  this  school,  it  is  the  aim 
to  make  every  recitation  a  training  in  pedagogy.     Principles  are  dis- 
'I'ussed  and  a  reason  assigned  for  the  employment  of  certain   pro 
:;esses.     The  academic-professional  work,  the  teaching  of  methods, 
^psychology,  etc.,  is  thus  concreted,  illustrated,  unified  in  and  by  the 
V)rofessional-academic  work  done  in  all  the  classes. 

Students  thus  gain  a  readier  and  clearer  knowledge  of  the  princi- 
ples of  teaching  and  acquire  at  the  same  time  a  more  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  branches  studied. 

A  little  thought  given  to  this  phase  of  normal  school  work  will 
oonviTiceimv  candid  educator  that  a  year  will  not  suffice  for  a  lii<'li 
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school  graduate  who  has  received  his  academic  training  apart  from 
the  j)rofessional  aspect  of  the  same,  to  gain  a  working  knowledge  of 
the  teaching  profession. 

Medical  colleges  now  require  a  four  years'  course,  which  even 
college  graduates  cannot  evade,  and  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  that 
the  complexities  of  moral  and  mental  growth  should  require  less 
time  for  their  mastery  than  do  the  subjects  embraced  in  a  medical 
course? 

It  is  the  function  of  normal  schools  to  train  teachers,  and  such 
training  should  engross  the  entire  attention  of  all  the  teachers  and 
all  the  students  in  these  schools.  It  should  be  the  exclusive  function 
of  the  State  normal  schools  to  train  all  the  teachers  for  ihe  element- 
tary  schools  of  the  Stale.  When  rhe  normal  schools  are  made  the 
only  gateway  through  wliich  young  people  may  enter  the  teaching 
profession,  as  chartered  medical  colleges  are  the  only  avenue  through 
which  a  man  may  become  a  physician  under  out  statutes,  and  when 
normal  school  men  and  all  citizens  recognize  fully  what  a  normal 
training  implies  and  what  a  normally  trained  corps  ot  teachers  means 
for  our  schools,  then  may  the  friends  of  the  free  schools  expect  the 
realization  of  the  purpose  for  which  our  school  system  was  organ- 
ijt^.ij — the  right  education  of  our  children 
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PHILADELPHIA 


Extracts     from     Report     of     Superintendent 
Edward    Brooks. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


One  of  the  must  iuLerestiug  events  ul'  Llie  past  year,  and  in  its  re- 
sults most  gratifying,  was  the  special  investigation  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  elementary  schools.  The  public  schools,  like  the  private 
schools,  academies  and  colleges,  are  not  perfect  and  Ihey  never  will 
be  perfect.  There  are  and  always  will  be  some  poor  teachers  in 
them,  some  negligent  and  dull  pupils  that  no  teachers  can  make  in- 
telligent, some  imperfection  in  text-books,  courses  of  study  and 
methods  of  teaching,  and  some  defects  in  administration  and  super- 
vision. No  human  organization  is  exempt  from  human  limitations 
and  imperfections.  All  that  can  be  hoped  for  is  a  near  approxima- 
tion to  our  ideals  of  excellence  or  perfection.  The  public  schools  are 
a  subject  of  deep  public  interest;  they  lie  near  to  the  public  heart, 
and  are  ever  open  to  the  public  eye  and  to  public  criticism.  These 
criticisms  are  sometimes  just,  and  sometimes  unjust  on  account  of 
prejudice  or  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

In  the  nature  of  things  there  is  always  more  or  less  complaint  in 
regard  to  the  instruction  and  management  of  the  schools.  Parents 
are  often  dissatisfied  that  a  negligent  or  dull  child  has  not  been  pro- 
moted; principals  are  sometimes  disappointed  because  at  an  ex- 
amination some  of  their  pupils  did  not  make  the  average  for  pro- 
motion; teachers  sometimes  feel  sensitive  because  the  Superinten- 
dency  desiring  to  hold  them  up  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  points 
out  defects  in  their  methods  and  suggests  better  ones;  a  professor  in 
the  high  school  becoming  impatient  with  a  dull  or  careless  pupil  who 
makes  a  mistake  in  a  numerical  calculation  thoughtlessly  asserts 
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that  tiie  lower  scliools  do  uot  teach  the  multiplication  table;  mis- 
spelled words  in  the  exercises  of  a  few  careless  students  in  one  of 
the  high  schools  leave  an  impression  that  orthography  is  neglected 
in  the  lower  schools.  These  disappointments,  complaints  and  criti- 
cisms of  exceptional  facts  and  conditions  are  often  focused  in  some 
mind  and  by  the  logical  fallacy  of  "imperfect  enumeration"  nsed 
us  the  basis  of  the  inference  that  the  elementary  schools  are  in  a 
wretched  condition  and  need  a  radical  reformation. 

This  spirit  of  exceptional  criticism  and  distrust  received  an  un- 
usually definite  and  emphatic  expression  last  spring  in  a  paper 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Public  Education.  It  was  stated  on  au- 
thority that  many  of  the  grammar  school  boys  sent  up  to  the  high 
scliool  "do  not  know^  the  multiplication  table;''  that  of  many  of  these 
pupils  "the  spelling  was  notably  bad;'"  that  "not  one  boy  or  girl  out 
(if  a  thousand  or  more  can  write  a  correct  letter;"  that  in  teaching 
reading  "teachers  put,  their  pupils  through  what  is  appropriately 
called  elocutionary  or  show  drills;"  and  that  when  pupils  are  ques- 
tioned ujjon  what  they  have  read,  "it  will  in  many  cases  be  found 
that  they  have  uot  the  slightest  idea  of  its  meaning;"  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  "it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conclusion  that 
a  thorough  revision  of  the  present  curriculum  from  primary  to  gram- 
mar, or  the  methods  of  teaching,  is  a  vital  necessity."  So  emphatic 
and  circumstantial  was  the  arraignment  that  the  Board  of  Public 
Education  wisely  referred  the  luatter  to  the  committee  on  the  revi- 
sion of  studies,  which  appointed  a  subcommittee  to  act  in  conj?inc- 
tion  with  the  superintendent,  in  making  iin  investigation  to  ascer- 
tain the  actiiul  condition  of  the  schools  and  the  defects,  if  any,  of 
the  currieuluuj.  Tlie  several  branches  in  which  the  schools  are  said 
to  be  deficient  were  the  multiplication  table,  spelling,  letter-writing 
and  composition,  penmanship  and  reading.  In  order  to  ascertain  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  these  branches,  a  special  examination  was 
ordered  upon  each  of  these  subjects  in  which  an  examination  could 
be  conveniently  held  and  such  other  information  obtained  as  might 
be  expected  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 

I.  The  Multiplication  Table. 

In  order  to  ascertain  whether  pupils  were  properly  instructed  in 
the  multiplication  table,  a  list  of  the  more  difficult  combinations  of 
elementary  products  was  sent  to  the  principals  of  the  elementary 
schools,  with  directions  that  they  be  assigned  on  the  following  day 
to  the  pupils  of  the  sixth,  eighth,  tenth,  twelfth  grades,  that  is,  to 
pupils  in  the  third,  fourth,  sixth  and  eighth  years  in  school.  The 
results  of  this  examination  were  as  follows: 

Of  pupils  of  the  sixth  grade,  or  third  year  in  school,  S,8.59  were 
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examined;  4^17  made  uo  mistakes,  1,432  made  one  mistake,  713  made 
two  mistakes,  4G8  made  three  mistakes,  .'U)3  made  four  mistakes,  etc. 
The  whole  number  of  correct  answers  was  234,r»74,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  mistakes  was  16,096,  which  makes  an  average  of  correct 
answers  in  the  sixtli  grade  (third  year)  to  be  1)3.6  per  cent. 

Of  the  eighth  grade,  or  fourth  year  pupils,  6,995  were  examined; 
4,774  made  no  mistakes,  1,703  made  one  mistake,  427  made  two  mis- 
takes, 227  made  three  mistakes,  140  made  four  mistakes,  etc.  The 
whole  number  of  correct  answers  was  204,117,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  mistakes  was  5,732,  which  makes  an  average  of  correct  work 
in  the  eighth  grade  (fourth  year)  to  be  96.7  per  cent. 

Of  the  tenth  grade,  or  sixth  year  pupils,  61,159  were  examined; 
3,787  made  no  mistakes,  1,139  made  one  mistake,  471  made  two  mis- 
takes, 273  made  three  mistakes,  164  made  four  mistakes,  etc.  The 
whole  number  of  correct  answers  was  178,752,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  mistakes  was  6,018,  which  makes  an  average  of  correct  work 
in  the  tenth  grade  (sixth  year)  io  be  '.><;. 9  per  cent. 

Of  the  twelfth  grade  or  eight  year  pupils,  :>,554  were  examined; 
2.752  made  no  mistakes,  498  made  one  mistake,  1()0  made  two  mis- 
takes, 52  made  llirec  mistakes.  29  made  four  mistakes,  etc.  The 
whole  number  of  answers  was  105,078,  and  the  whole  number  of  mis- 
takes was  1,542.  which  makes  an  average  of  correct  work  in  the 
twelfth  grade  (eighth  year)  to  be  98.(>  per  cent. 

These  results  were  not  regarded  as  discreditable  to  the  schools  or 
as  indicating  any  neglect  in  teaching  the  multiplication  table.  Many 
of  the  mistakes  were  no  doubt  due  to  tliat  inadvertence  in  thought 
and  expression  to  which  not  only  <hildren  but  adults  are  liable.  The 
results  in  the  sixth  grade,  third  school  year,  were  c^specially  gratify- 
ing, as  showing  that  the  "elementary  products"  are  not  neglected  in 
the  lower  grades  of  our  schools.  Several  principals  reported  to  me 
that  they  had  given  the  questions  to  their  second  year  pupils,  fourth 
grade,  with  results  almost  as  good  as  those  obtained  in  the  sixth 
grade.  In  the  higher  grades  the  averages  were  not  quite  so  high  as 
I  had  expected,  especially  in  view  of  my  repeated  injunctions  in  the 
course  in  arithmetic  to  teachers  to  be  sure  that  their  pupils  know  the 
elementary  products  of  the  multiplication  table;  but  the  manner 
in  which  the  questions  were  assigned  in  some  schools  will  at  least 
partly  account  for  the  result.  It  was  the  first  time  such  an  examina- 
tion had  ever  been  held  in  our  schools,  and  some  principals,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  did  not  regard  the  matter  in  so  serious  a  light  as  to 
get  the  best  work  from  their  pupils.  A  similar  investigation  six 
months  hence  will  no  doubt  show  higher  averages  in  the  higher 
grades  at  least;  and  such  an  investigation  I  propose  to  make. 

In    reporting   these   results   to  the  committee  on   the  revision   of 
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studies,  I  used  the  following  words,  which  I  desire  to  emphasize  by 
reproducing  them  in  this  report: 

"But  I  think  I  ought  to  say  that  though  any  lack  of  thoroughness 
on  the  part  of  teachers  in  teaching  the  multiplication  table  would 
be  inexcusable,  yet  it  would  be  a  very  narrow  view  of  education  to 
measure  the  work  of  the  elementary  schools  by  the  proficiency  of  pupils 
in  this  table.  Every  pupil  from  the  fourth  grade  upward  might  be 
perfect  in  the  multiplication  table,  and  the  work  of  instruction  in  the 
school  be  lamentably  defective.  A  knowledge  of  this  table  is  a  mere 
matter  of  memory,  and  is  no  indication  of  intelligence  or  the  power  to 
think  and  reason.  Education  means  development,  the  power  to  ob- 
serve, judge,  compare  and  express.  To  reintroduce  into  our  schools 
the  old-fashioned  methods  whose  principal  characteristics  were  me- 
chanical drills  on  numerical  tables  and  columns  of  abstract  words 
would  be  to  place  them  on  a  par  with  the  schools  of  China  which 
stifle  intelligence  and  close  the  doors  of  progress.  The  best  work  of 
the  teacher  is  to  awaken  the  mind  of  the  pupil  to  normal  activity,  to 
stimulate  and  guide  it  in  investigation  and  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge, to  develop  the  power  of  thought  and  expression,  and  awaken 
those  aspirations  that  lead  to  the  development  of  virtuous  and  up- 
right citizens." 

II.  Standing  of  Schools  in  Spelling. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  respect  to 
the  teaching  of  spelling,  three  lists  of  words  were  prepared  by  the 
sub-committee  and  the  superintendent,  one  for  the  sixth  grade,  one 
for  the  eighth  grade,  and  one  for  the  twelfth  grade,  and  forwarded 
to  principals  with  the  direction  that  they  be  dictated  on  the  follow- 
ing day  to  the  pupils  of  these  grades  by  the  principals  and  the  re- 
sults be  reported  to  the  superintendent.  The  list  of  words  prepared 
for  the  sixth  grade  (third  year  pupils)  is  as  follows: 

''1,  earth;  2,  field;  3,  learn;  4,  found;  5,  green;  G,  friend;  7,  young; 
8,  teeth;  9,  white;  10  square;  11,  orange;  12,  ocean;  13,  sponge;  14, 
leaves;  15,  delight;  IG,  teacher;  17,  window;  18  spelling;  19,  mother; 
20,  Imngry;  21,  enjoy;  22,  trying;  23,  garden;  24,  city;  25,  American." 

Of  the  sixth  grade  pupils  8,386  were  examined  on  this  list  of 
twenty-five  words;  2,G39  made  no  mistakes,  2,120  made  one  mistake, 
1,454  made  two  mistakes,  917  made  three  mistakes,  etc.  The  whole 
number  of  correctly  spelled  words  was  194,628,  the  whole  number 
of  mistakes  was  15,022,  which  makes  an  average  of  correct  spelling 
to  be  92.8  per  cent. 

The  list  of  words  prepared  for  the  eighth  grade  (fourth  year  pupils) 
is  as  follows: 

"1,  season;  2,  learning;  3,  return;  4,  sentence;  5,  reading;  G,  rail- 
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road;  7,  statement;  8,  marble;  9,  thinking;  10,  forest;  11,  cheerful;  12, 
forget:  13,  Wednesday;  14,  country;  15,  sugar;  IG,  building;  17,  cli- 
mate; 18.  .'xercise;  V.l  twice;  20,  honesty;  21,  William  Penn;  22, 
imough;  2;i,  woman;  24,  Philadelpbia;  25,  direction;  20.  pleasant;  27, 
island;  28,  butterfly;  29,  afternoon;  :U),  blossom;  :il.  cultivate;  32, 
street;  88,  brother;  .84,  mountain;  85,  reward;  86,  dollar;  87,  bushel; 
;.i8,  dozen;  89,  money;  40,  because;  31,  February;  42,  domestic;  43, 
simple;  44,  school;  45,  begin;  40,  savage;  47,  poncii;  48,  anything;  49, 
stranger;  50.  measure." 

Of  the  eighth  grade  pupils  7.087  wen-  examined  on  this  list  of 
fifty  words;  950  made  no  mistakes,  1,056  made  one  mistake,  959  made 
two  mistakes,  SOt)  made  three  mistakes,  etc.  The  whole  number  of 
correctly  spelled  words  was  8.80,272,  the  whole  number  of  mistakes 
was  28,614.  which  makes  an  average  of  correct  spelling  to  be  92  per 
cent. 

The   list   of  words  prepared   for   the  twelfth   grade  ^eighth  year 

pupils)  is  as  follows: 

"1,  govern;  2,  value;  8,  destruction;  4,  average;  5,  Gettysburg; 
6,  servant;  7,  secession:  8,  imagine;  9,  invisible;  10.  discipline;  11, 
scissors;  12,  accurate:  18,  believe:  14,  whenever;  15.  business;  16, 
knowledge;  17,  agreeable;  IS,  difficult;  19.  singular:  20,  character; 
21,  Pennsylvania:  22,  forcible;  23.  inquiry;  24,  citizen;  25,  reputation: 
26,  composition;  27.  continue;  28,  creditor;  29,  intelligent;  80.  medi 
cine;  31,  original:  82.  Savannah;  38,  receipt;  34,  containing;  35.  nec- 
essary; 36.  Washington  Irving;  37,  discover;  .88.  distinctly;  39.  atmos 
phere:  40,  literature:  41.  immediately;  42.  century:  48.  rejoicing:  44. 
treason;  45,  compromise:  46,  authority:  47.  independence;  48,  com- 
pletely; 49,  energy;  50.  acquainted." 

Of  the  twelfth  grade  pupils,  8,558  were  examined  on  this  list  of 
fifty  words;  568  made  no  mistakes.  588  made  one  mistake.  474  made 
two  mistakes,  412  made  three  mistakes,  etc.  The  whole  number  of 
correctly"  spelled  words  was  168,878.  the  whole  number  of  mistakes 
was  14.272,  which  makes  an  average  of  correct  spelling  to  be  91.9  per 
cent. 

These  results  of  the  examination  in  spelling  were  regarded  as  not 
at  all  discreditable  to  the  schools,  but  on  the  contrary  showed  that 
orthography  was  receiving  that  attention  which  it  deserves  and  that 
the  methods  in  use  produced  good  results.  The  list  of  words  and  the 
averages  obtained  were  published  in  the  daily  papers  of  the  city. 
and  the  whole  matter  thrown  open  to  the  public  who  could  judge  for 
themselves  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  orthography. 

This  investigation  attracted  so  much  attention  that  subsequently 
an  independent  investigation  was  entered  upon  by  Dr.  Lightner 
Witmer  of  the  Fniversitv  of  Pennsylvania.     His  test  made  in  n  nnm- 
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bt'i-  of  schools  was  to  ^i^t'  pupils  paiier  and  pencil  and  ask  them  to 
write  as  rapidly  as  possible  all  the  words  thej  could  think  of  in  tif- 
teeu  minutes,  putting  the  words  down  one  under  another  in  vertical 
volumns.  The  number  of  words  thus  written  he  found  to  vary  from 
too  to  400,  according  to  the  age  and  intellectual  grade  of  the  pupils 
tested.  He  thus  obtained  a  list  of  words,  each  list  containing  on  an 
average  300  words,  written  by  about  4,000  students  from  the  fourth 
grade  (second  year  in  school)  up  to  the  graduate  department  of  the 
University.  Dr.  Witmer  in  his  communication  to  the  committee, 
writes  as  follows: 

"These  tests  were  uiade  with  no  thought  on  the  part  of  the  one 
making  the  test,  nor  yet  on  the  part  of  the.  pupil,  that  the  words 
would  be  examined  with  a  regard  to  the  accuracy  of  spelling.  On 
the  contrary,  the  pupil  was  directed  to  write  as  fast  as  he  could,  tak- 
ing no  greater  care  as  to  spelling  oi'  penmanship  than  to  have  the 
words  legible.  The  examination  of  lists  of  words  obtained  under 
such  conditions  seems  to  me  a  fair  though  severe  test  of  the  pupil's 
ability  to  spell  without  special  thought,  as  he  naturally  and  spon- 
taneously writes  one  word  after  the  other,  depending  mainly  upon 
the  unconscious  school  training  to  bring  about  the  proper  arrange- 
ment of  the  letters.  When  it  suggested  itself  to  me  that  this  ma 
terial  might  be  examined  to  supplement  your  official  test,  I  expected 
owing  to  the  severer  conditions,  to  find  the  showing  of  the  pupils  not 
quite  so  good  as  that  made  by  them  in  your  official  test.  T  am  sur- 
prised to  find  from  a  careful  examination  of  their  word  lists  that  the 
showing  made  by  them  is  very  much  better  than  1  had  expected,  be 
ing  even  better  than  was  revealed  by  your  test." 

The  value  of  correct  si»elling  to  the  i>upils  of  the  elementary 
schools  is  too  great  to  be  overlooked  or  neglected.  A  few  words  mis- 
spelled in  a  letter  of  application  for  a  position  may  lose  the  situation. 
A  typewriter  in  a  business  house  or  office  who  cannot  be  trusted  to 
spell  correctly  is  a  nuisance,  no  matter  how  skillful  she  may  be  in 
stenography  or  typewriting.  So  highly  do  T  value  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  orthography  in  the  jtublic  schools  that  in  my  "Suggestions  to 
Teachers  on  Instruction  in  Language,"  I  make  the  following  remark: 

'Tupils  in  the  grammar  grades  should  be  taught  to  spell  the  large 
majority  of  words  in  common  use.  To  accomplish  this  they  should 
be  taught  to  notice  the  orthography  of  words  and  thus  acquire  the 
habit  of  seeing  how  words  are  spelled.  Attention  to  orthography 
should  be  given  in  all  branches.  Lists  of  words  frequently  mis- 
spelled should  be  prepared  and  the  pupils  should  be  drilled  upon 
them.  In  the  higher  grades,  at  least,  the  spelling  book  will  be 
found  a  valuable  assistance  in  teaching  orthography,  though  it  must 
t)('  used  with  intelligence  and  ^ood  judgment." 
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111.  Condition  of  the  Schools  in  Composition. 

lu  order  to  ascertain  wlietlier  lettei-writing  and  composition  were 
properly  tau{,'ht  in  the  elementary  schools,  principals  were  instructed 
to  assign  any  suitable  subject  upon  which  the  pupils  had  not  pre- 
viously written  durinj^  the  current  term,  and  to  forward  to  me  five 
of  the  best  and  five  of  the  worst  specimens  in  each  grade  examined. 
The  grades  selected  were  the  eighth,  tenth  and  twelfth,  these  being 
regarded  as  representative  of  the  schools.  These  specimens  varied 
in  merit  in  accordance  with  the  natural  ability  of  pupils,  their  gen- 
eral reading  and  natural  taste  for  composition  writing.  They  iudi 
cate.  however,  that  the  subject  of  composition  and  letter-writing  is 
not  being  neglected  in  our  schools,  and  that  the  methods  of  instruc- 
tion employed  arc  substantially  ((wrect  aud  in  accordance  with 
uuxlcru  mctliods  of  nducation. 


In  this  connection,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  call  attention  to 
a  very  practical  test  of  the  standing  of  our  schools  in  composition 
recently  made  by  one  of  the  leading  nevvspai>ers  of  the  city.  Last 
spring  this  paper  ottered  a  list  of  prizes  to  the  children  of  the  pub 
lie  schools  for  the  best  essays  on  the  "Three  Greatest  Americans." 
These  prizes  were  of  two  classes:  first,  to  pupils  between  fourteen 
and  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  second,  to  pupils  under  fourteen 
years  of  age.  They  were  open  to  the  schools  of  I'hiladelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey  and  Delaware.  The  committee  selected  to  pass 
upon  the  essays  of  the  pupils  of  the  ])ublic  schools  in  Philadelphia 
i;onsisted  of  Mrs.  Cornelius  Stevenson,  Miss  Agnes  Kepplier  and 
Professor  Jolin  Bach  McMaster.  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tu  reporting  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  committee  on  awards, 
I'rofessor  McMaster  writes  as  follows: 

"Dear  Sir:  In  i-eturning  the  essays  on  "The  Three  Greatest  Ameri- 
cans," it  seems  but  fair  to  commend  the  neatness,  excellence  of  hand- 
writing, good  English  and  clearness  of  statement  which  were  com- 
mon to  them  all.  The  boys  were  conspicuous  by  tlieir  absence,  and 
this  is  much  to  be  regretted.  The  girls,  therefore,  have  carried 
nearly  everything,  and,  speaking  in  general,  better  work  was  done 
by  the  girls  under  than  by  girls  over  fourteen  years  of  age." 

This  last  remark  that  "better  work  was  done  by  the  girls  under 
than  over  fourteen  years  of  age"  is  an  unconscious  yet  emphatic 
testimonial  to  the  improvements  in  methods  of  language  that  have 
been  introduced  within  the  past  few  years.  The  newspaper  itself 
in  editorial  comment  bears  strong  testimony  in  favor  of  the  methods 
of  teaching  language  in  the  public  schools  and  the  results  attained. 
So  pertinent  to  the  subject  under  consideration  are  these  lemarks 
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that  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  extracts  from  this 
editorial: 

"The  subject  chosen  wa^  in  every  way  one  calculated  to  bring  out 
the  best  in  children,  and  was,  although  not  intended  to  be  so  in  any 
invidious  sense,  a  test  of  the  public  school  system.  And  it  gives  The 
Press  great  pleasure  to  say  that  the  results  prove  that  whatever  else 
the  schools  do.  they  impart  an  abiding  patriotism  which  is  based  on 
a  pretty  thorough  comprehension  of  what  the  fathers  have  done  to 
make  us  one  people.         *         *         *  jj^  looking  over  the  entire 

number  of  essays  sent  in.  the  most  signal  surface  fact  is  the  excel- 
lence of  the  hand-writing.  Good,  neat,  legible  script  was  the  rule. 
*  *  *  The  second  feature  of  comprehensive  excellence  was 
the  i)unctuatioii.  This  was  far  ahead  of  what  might  have  been  en- 
countered ten  or  tifteou  years  ago.  *  *  *  Taking  them 
all  in  all,  the  thought  that  marks  tlie  essays  is  evidence  of  a  distinct 
advance  in  educational  work.  *  *  *  The  younger  pupils, 
as  Prof.  McMaster  notes  in  the  case  of  the  Philadelphia  contestants, 
showed  greater  ability  all  along  the  line,  which  is  doubtless  due  to 
the  enriching  of  the  school  courses  which  have  been  so  marked 
within  the  last  five  years." 

lY.  Condition  of  the  i^chools  in  Penmanship. 

In  order  to  aid  the  committee  in  ascertaining  the  work  of  the 
schools  in  penmaus'.iip.  I  I'cquested  the  principals  to  assign  a  selec- 
tion of  eight  lines  for  the  twelfth  grades,  five  or  six  lines  for  the 
eighth  grades,  three  or  four  lines  for  the  fourth  grades,  and  a  short 
selection  to  pupils  of  the  first  and  second  grades;  and  to  forward 
to  my  office  five  of  the  best  and  five  of  the  w^orst  specimens  of  each 
grade. 

The  most  of  these  specimens  show  excellent  training  in  penman- 
shi]i.  Several  of  the  poorest  specimens  indicate  some  physical  de- 
fect in  the  arm  or  fingers,  and  are  no  indication  of  the  methods  of 
instruction.  The  most  surj^rising  results  are  found  in  the  lowest 
grades,  and  especially  where  the  vertical  system  of  writing  is  used. 
This  system  was  introduced  experimentally  three  years  ago,  and 
has  caused  quite  a  revolution  in  the  teaching  of  penmanship  in  the 
elementary  schools.  Little  children  take  to  the  system  naturally, 
and  some  of  the  specimens  of  writing  by  first  year  children  brought 
to  my  office  would  be  credit  to  pupils  in  the  grammar  grades.  But 
the  improvement  in  penmanship  during  the  past  two  or  three  years 
is  not  confined  to  the  lower  grades.  Three  years  ago.  in  looking 
over  the  June  examination  papers  of  the  twelfth  grades,  I  noticed 
great  carelessness  in  the  hand-writing  of  these  pupils.  Some  of  the 
penmanship   would   have   been    a   disgrace   to   the   children    in    the 
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primary  schools.  Au  iuvestigatiou  of  the  matter  showed  that  in- 
stead of  improviug,  the  penmanship  of  pupils  often  deteriorated  in 
the  higher  grades.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  neglect  of  the  teacher, 
and  in  some  cases  apparently  from  too  much  note-taking  required  in 
these  higher  grades,  in  which  pupils  being  required  to  write  rapidly 
from  the  teacher's  dictation  acquired  the  habit  of  careless  scribbling. 
At  my  earliest  opportunity  1  called  the  attention  of  principals  to 
the  matter,  and  enjoined  upon  them  the  duty  to  see  that  their 
teachers  gave  more  attention  to  the  penmanship  of  their 
pupils.  About  the  same  time  I  recoiiuuended  the  board  to  authorize 
the  superintendent  to  make  an  experiment  with  vertical  writing  in 
the  lower  schools.  This  system,  voluntarily  introduced  into  the 
lower  schools  by  permission  of  the  superintendent,  was  found  not 
only  to  simplify  and  improve  the  work  with  beginners,  but  by  the 
interest  in  the  subject  whicli  it  stimulated,  has  improved  the  writing 
of  the  upper  grades,  in  which  the  system  has  not  been  introduced, 
by  causing  additional  attention  to  be  given  to  the  hand-writing  of 
pupils.  I  am  thus  enabled  to  report  a  real  improvement  in  the  pen- 
manship of  the  pupils  of  the  elementary  schools.  While  there  are  of 
course  some  schools  and  some  grades  in  a  number  of  schools  in  which 
the  instruction  in  penmanship  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  there  is  a  growing  interest  among  teachers 
to  secure  improved  results  in  this  branch.  The  examination  papers 
of  the  candidates  for  the  high  schools  last  June  showed  a  decided  im- 
provement in  p(^nmanship  as  compared  with  those  of  three  or  four 
years  ago.  It  was  gratifying  to  note,  that  the  prize  essays  prepared 
by  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  for  one  of  the  daily  i»apei's  were 
complimented  by  the  editor  for  being  written  in  "good,  neat,  legible 
script."  What  our  public  schools  should  aim  at  in  this  branch  is  to 
train  their  pupils  to  write  a  good,  plain,  legible  hand,  such  as  will 
tit  them  for  the  duties  of  practical  life. 

V.  Condition  of  the  Schools  in  Reading. 

It  was  desired  also  to  know  the  real  condition  of  the  schools  with 
respect  to  the  teaching  of  reading.  This  was  more  ditiicult  to  deter- 
mine as  there  could  be  no  written  examination  and  papers  to  exhibit 
the  results.  To  have  an  examination  at  all  that  would  present  either 
the  methods  or  results  in  this  branch  would  require  a  committee  to 
visit  the  schools  and  mark  the  reading  by  a  uniform  standard.  As 
this  was  impracticable,  it  was  thought  best  to  inquire  of  the  prin 
cipals  in  respect  to  the  method  of  instruction  employed  in  their 
schools.  I,  therefore,  requested  principals  to  answer  the  following 
questions: 

1.  How  many  of  your  teachers  teac'i  reading  by  ''elocutionary  or 
show  drills?" 
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2.  How  many  of  your  teachers  teach  reading  by  a  simple,  natural, 
conversational  style? 

The  testimony  of  principals  is  that  four  teachers  in  the  city  teach 
reading  by  "elocutionary  or  show  drills;"  and  that  2,048  try  to  teach 
their  pupils  to  read  by  "a  simple,  natural  and  conversational  style.'' 
.\s  [  reported  to  the  committee,  this  testimony  represents  the  honest 
judgment  of  principals,  and  so  far  as  I  can  judge  is  substantially 
(ori-ect.  ft  seems,  therefore,  that  reading  is  taught,  as  charged,  by 
"elocutionary  or  show  drills"  in  but  four  classes  in  the  city.  I  shall 
take  i)aius  during  the  coming  year  to  see  who  these  teachers  are  and 
to  hnvp  (heir  uiethods  changed,  if  that  has  not  already  been  done. 


Another  great  improvement  in  our  methods  of  teaching  reading 
as  found  in  the  Philadelphia  schools,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  is  the  use 
of  supplementary  reading.  As  soon  as  the  child  acquires  a  sufficient 
vocabulary  of  written  words,  it  should  read  not  merely  to  learn 
new  words,  but  for  the  learning  of  facts  and  the  increase  of  its  in- 
telligence. This  not  only  gives  culture  to  the  mind  but  adds  to  its 
information  and  stimulates  its  activity.  The  child  learns  to  look 
upon  the  reading  lesson  not  as  an  exercise  to  see  whether  it  can  call 
the  words  properly,  but  for  the  acquiring  of  knowledge  to  which  it 
is  to  give  oral  expression.  It  thus  acquires  the  habit  of  reading  to 
learn  something  new,  and  also  cultivates  a  taste  for  good  literature, 
both  of  which  are  of  inestimable  value  to  the  pupil  when  he  leaves 
the  school  and  takes  up  the  duties  of  actual  life. 

As  I  said  in  my  report  to  the  committee,  oral  reading  is  a  difficult 
subject  to  teach  properly  so  that  the  pupils  may  express  themselves 
simply  and  naturally.  There  are  no  doubt  some  teachers  in  the  pub 
lie  schools  who  are  not  so  well  qualified  for  the  work  as  is  desirable. 
I  know  of  very  few  teachers  of  reading,  and  by  this  1  mean  the  oral 
expression  of  the  thought  of  the  printed  page,  who  are  really  su- 
perior instructors  in  this  branch.  I  agree  with  the  suggestions  of 
the  paper  presented  to  the  board,  that  "to  be  a  good  general  reader 
is  a  rare  and  very  valuable  accomplishment."  It  has  been  my  aim 
to  lead  our  teachers  to  improve  their  work  in  this  respect.  I  be- 
lieve the  work  of  "teaching  little  children  to  read"  in  the  lower 
grades  is  better  done  than  the  "teaching  of  reading"  in  the  higher 
grades.  And  one  reason  is  that  this  latter  work  is  more  difficult 
than  the  former.  In  my  suggestions  to  teachers  on  instruction  in 
language,  I  use  the  following  language: 

The  most  valuable  text-book  in  the  public  schools  is  a  good  reader. 
[n  using  it,  the  first  object  should  be  to  train  the  pupil  to  "thought 
getting."  In  the  oral  expression  of  the  thought,  he  sure  that  the 
pupils  I'cad  in  n  iinturnl.  simple,  r-onvorsntionnl  style.     Oo  not  per- 
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mil  the  uiiuatural  and  aititicial  "word-eallinji;"  so  often  heard  in  the 
public  schools.  Lead  the  p\ipils  to  acquire  the  habit  of  expressing 
the  tlioujiht  from  the  printed  page  just  as  if  they  were  talking  to 
vou  and  their  classmates. 


In  coutlndin^'  this  discussion  of  the  condition  of  ilu'  elementary 
schools  in  the  several  branches  named,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  quote 
the  finding  of  the  committee  on  revision  of  studies,  the  result  of  a 
careful  and  thorcuigh  investigation,  "that  in  their  opinion,  which  is 
based  upon  (he  testimony  and  upon  the  recent  examinations  of  the 
pupils,  th<^  work  done  in  the  lower  schools  is  highly  creditable." 
While  this  verdict  is  not  unexpected,  it  is  nevertheless  gratifying  to 
the  superintendent  as  confirming  his  own  judgment  based  upon  his 
personal  observations  and  the  reports  of  his  assistants.  No  efforts 
should  be  spared,  however,  to  endeavor  to  raise  the  schools  to  a  still 
higher  standard  of  excellence;  for  the  intelligence  of  the  future 
citizens  of  our  city  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  instruction  of 
the  elementary  sdiools. 
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Statement  of  the  School  System  since  Us  Establishment 


Years. 
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1854 

1855 

1,525 
1,445 

10,186 
10,469 

5  m. 
5  m. 

2 

11  ;i67 
12,143      : 

$29  31 

23  29% 

$12  81 
14  89>A 

488, 692 

38 

$0  41 

529,009 

361,316 

49 

45 

1856 

1,610 

10.697 

5  m. 

1 

12,357 

22  29 

15  85% 

523,754 

3G5, 103 

48 

4S 

1857 

1,677 

10.956 

5  m. 
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12,484 

24  00 

16  60 

514,247 

3S1,32L 

49',8 

49 

1S5S 

1,709 

11,281 

5  m. 
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12,828 

24  25 

17  22 

569,880 

387,139 

50% 

46', 

1859 

1,755 

11,485 

5  m. 

10 

13,058 

24  26 

17  79 

.575,251 

375,687 

50% 

48 

1860 

1,766 

11,577 

5  m. 

10% 

13,003 

24  20 

18  11 

585, 069 

366, 961 

50% 

51 

1861 

1,788 

11,910% 

5  m. 

12 

14,297 

£5  68 

19  71 

596.765 

384, 752 

50% 

83 

1S62 

1,808 

11,990 

5  m. 

10 

14,380 

23  81 

18  55 

615,087 

388, 063 

50% 

49 

1863 

1,820 

12.161 

0  m. 

9 

14,442 

23  84 

18  56 

634,699 

397, 722 
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50 

1864 

1,825 

12,. 566 

5  m. 

12 

14,668 

25  42 

20  16 

637.785 

399,522 
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58 
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1.837 

12,547 

5  m. 

14 

14.281) 

31  82 

24  21 

629,587 

396,701 
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14,861 

34  34 
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449,519 

413,049 
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H2 
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19,054 

7.17 
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Under  flic  present  law,  excluding  Philadelphia. 
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Statement  shoiving  the  Number  of  IHstricts  in  the  Several  Counties 
having  Six,  Seven,  Eight,  Nine  and  Ten  Months  Respectively,  for 
School  Year  ending  June  J,  1896. 

( III  this  statement  tractions  of  a  month  one-lialf  or  over  are  counted  as  wtiole  Duiuberc.  ) 


1.  Adams 

2.  Allegheny 

::.  Armstrong,     

I.  Beaver 

•'..    Bedford 1 

i;.  Berks 1  2 

7.   Blair 3 

S.Bradford H 

i».   Bucks 12  17 

10.  Butler,     1  1 

11.  Cambria 2 

12.  Cameron 

10.  Carbon 1  9 

14.  Centre 2 

15.  Chester 3  3s 

16.  Clarion 1 

17.  Clearfield 1 

18.  Clinton 3 

19.  Columbia 5 

20.  Crawford 1  3 

21.  Cumberland 1  4 

-'2.   Dauphin 1  7 

2:j.  Delaware 10  20 

24.  Elk 1 

2.'..  Erie 1  g 

26.  Fayette 3 

27.  Forest 

25.  Franklin J 

2!l.   Fulton 

30.  Greene.  

ni.   Huntingdon 1 

:f2.  Indiana 

:'.?..  .IfffiTson , 

'■'■[.  .liiniata | 

!  I 

;!.",   T>aokaw;inn.n .  7  :  10 

'■'■ft.    r.anraster 1  ^ 
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37.  bawrence. 

58.  Lebanon 

59.  Lehigh 

to  Luzerne. 

41.  Lycoming 

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe 

»«.  Montgomery.     .. 

47.  Montour 

4S.  Northampton. 

49.  Northumberlaixl, 

.SO.  Pern' 

51.  Pike 

.i2.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill 

.54.  Snyder 

55.  Somerset 

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna. 

58.  Tioga 

59.  Union 

80.  Venango,      

•51.  Warren 

<;2.  Washington 

fi3.  Wayne 

(14.  'Westmoreland. 

(55.  Wyoming 

>;<;.  York       


lU  mos.  i    9  moB.      8  mos.    |   7  moa.    .    •>  mos.        ToIhI. 


Pblla  del-phi  a 


125, 

1  i 


2  477 
1 


;i9-«-4M; 


dlu 


tVULLO   JjSbTKUOTlOW 


LOfj)\  Doo. 


Stattiatnl  tSkowimj  tkt  Number  of  Scliooia  in  the  Stvtrai  Counties  having 
Six,  Scvm^Eiglity  Nine  ami,  Ten  Months  Hespeciively,  for  School  Year 
ending  June  1,  1896. 

Un  this  statement  fractions  ol  a  month  oue-half  or  over  are  counted  as  whole  numbers. ) 


COUNTY. 


1.  Adams,    

2.  Allegheny ,     .     . 
;'..  Armstrong, 

4.  Beaver,      

5.  Bedford,      

6.  Berks,     

7.  Blair,      

8.  Bradford,     .... 

9.  Bucks,      

10.  Butler,     

LI.  Cambria, 

12.  Cameron. 

13.  Carbon, 

14.  Centre,     

15.  Chester,     

16.  Clarion,     

17    Clearfield,        .. 

l.-*    Clinton,     

i;i.   ColumMa. 

211.  Orawfor .i.        . 
21     CumbirUinit. 
•it.   Dauphin 
i?..    Uelawan  . 

■».   Elk 

.'5.   Erie 

■-'«.   Fayette,     

27.  Forest,     

28.  Franklin, 

29.  Fulton 

lO.  Greene,    

lil.  Huntingdon. 
Xi  Indiana,  .. 
:w.  JefferBon, 

:i4  Juniata,  .. . . 
:(5.  Lackawanna. 
3«    Tjanoastpr. 


1.222 

7 


«H9 
;i4 


17 
179 
S3 
91 
35 
7ti 


104 
27 

195 
9 
19 
47 

7ri 


11 

232 
18 
.  88 
18 
32 
29 
55 
41 
37 
55 
22 
10 
3 
143 
25 
105 


S7 

26 

55 
2 

90 

7] 
75 
49 
16 
3 
10 
12 
36 
37 
9 
61 


22 
166 

24 

42 

27 
113 

63 
218 

107 

132 

55 
23 
17 
51 
27 
24 
42 
17 
20 

237 

171 
29 


45 
177 
95 
16 


223 
111 
257 
333 
112 
103 


98 

198 

7 

45 
191 


1S8 
247 
91 
134 
90 

6 
125 

6 

7 

51 
191 
20 
206 
75 
200 
178 
255 
188 

94 
3 


189 
2.U!' 
:liit; 
281 
310 
724 
383 
459 
330 
30^ 
384 
52 
191 
272 
433 
24t> 
413 
171 
24U 
497 
257 
45S 
318 
I5S 
iS34 

af~ 

8ft 
33S 

7» 
212 
248 
293 
280 
10» 
557 
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COUNTY. 


.    I  10  tno8.      9  mos.      8  mos.       7  mc». 


6  mos.       Total. 


37.  J^awrence 

38.  Lebanon 

39.  Lehigh 

40.  Luzerne,     

41.  Lycoming,     

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin,     

45.  Monroe 

46.  Montgomery, 

47.  Montour 

48.  Northampton,     .. 

49.  Northumberland, 

50.  Perry 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkilll 

54.  Snyder 

55.  Somerset 

56.  Sullivan,     

57.  Susquehanna,    . . . 

58.  Tioga 

59.  Union,     

«0.  Venango 

6i.  Warren 

62.  Washington 

63.  Wayne,      

64.  Westmoreland, 

65.  Wyoming 

66.  York 


Philadelphia. 


134 
36 


164 
11 


3,626 

3,057 


(,683 


58 
76 
29 
539 
133 
63 
43 


43 

28 
62 
211 
12 
14 


15 
68 
12 
83 
66 
59 
40 
56 
1 
HI 


45 
25 
37 
122 
33 
75 
88 
23 
3 

47 

1 

52 

7 

14 

5 

54 

15 

9 

20 

U 

33 

88 

12 

64 

125 

51 

4 

124 

23 

61 


109 

L16 
62 

109 
36 
76 

128 
32 
19 
99 
11 
81 
40 
18 
44 
48 
36 
2 
10 
11 
182 
133 
29 
6( 
84 
213 
126 
207 
57 
70 


19 

47 

132 

36 

203 

59 

87 

68 

95 

23 

37 

61 

102 

147 

7 

82 

131 

111 

265 

71 

77 

85 

44 

»7 

19 

133 

60 

246 

42 

311 


231 

264 
394 

842 

40.') 

273 

346 

12) 

143 

52S 
77 

420 

H7J 
19] 
70 
192 
732 
122 
29.S 
93 
315 
374 
97 
300 
284 
46C. 
230 
633 
131  . 
553 

22.  S22 
3,0.57 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 


Deputy  Superintendents. 
Henry  Houck  and  John  Q.  Stewart. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
A.  D.  Glenn,  Financial  Clerk.  G.  W.  HaggERTy,  Statistical  Clerk. 
Jacob  Heyser,  Recording  Clerk.  J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenographer  and  Typewriter. 
Mary  Y.  McReynolds. 


District. 


First,  .   . 
Second,    . 
Third,  .   . 
Fourth,  . 
Fifth,  .  . 
Sixth,  . 
Seventh,  * 
Eighth,  . 
Ninth,    . 
Tenth,    . 
Eleventh, . 
Twelfth,    . 
Thirteenth, 


State  Normal  Schools. 


Principal. 


George  M.  Philips, 

E.  O.  Lyte, 

George  B.  Hancher, 

George  P.  Bible, 

S.  H.  Albro,     Mansfield. 

Judson  P.  Welsh,     Bloomsburg. 


Postoflace. 


West  Chester. 

Millersville. 

Kutztown. 

E.  fStroudsburg. 


George  M.  D.  Eckels, 
James  Eldon,  ... 
D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  .   . 

T.  B.  Moss, 

Albert  E.  Maltby,  .  . 
J.  R.  Flickinger,  .  . 
A.  J.  Davis, 


Shippensburg. 

Lock  Haven. 

Indiana. 

California. 

Slippery  Rock. 

Edinboro. 

Clarion. 
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County. 


Adams, 

Allegheny, 

Armstrong, 

Beaver, 

Bedford, 

Berks,    . 

Blair,  .    . 

Bradford, 

Kucks, 

Butler,   . 

Cambria, 

Cameron, 

Carbon, 

Centre,  . 

Chester, 

Clarion, 

Clearfield, 

Clinton, 

Columbia, 

Crawford, 

Cumberland 

Dauphin.  . 

Melaware, 

Elk,     .    .    . 

Erie,   .   .    . 

Fayette,     . 

Foreat,   .    . 

Franklin, 

1*  ulton, 

Greene, 

Huntingdon 

Indiana, 

Jeflerson. 

Juniata, 

Lackawanna, 

Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 

Lebanon, «- 

Lehigh, 

Luzerne, 

Lycoming 

McKean,   . 

Mercer, 

Mifflin,  .   . 

Monroe, 

Montgomery, 

Montour,  .    . 

Northampton, 

Northumberland, 

Perry,    .   .   . 

Pike,      ... 

Potter,    .    .    . 

Schuylkill,  . 

Snyder,     .    . 

Somerset, 

Sullivan,  .   . 

Susquehanna, 

Tioga,     .    .    . 

Union,    .    .    . 

Venango,  .    . 

Warren,  .  .    . 

Washington, 

Wayne,      .   . 

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming, 

York,     .    . 


J.  W.  Thonian,    .    .    .    . 
Samuel  Hamilton, 
W.  M.  Jackson,  ... 
Chester  A.  Moore,. 

C.  J.  Potts, 

Eli  M.  Rapp,       .    . 
Henry  s.  Wertz, 
Herbert  S.  Putnam, 

W.  H.  Slotter, 

S.  L.  C;heeseman,  .    .    . 

T.  L.  Gibson, 

Mattie  M.  Collins,  . 
A.  S.  Beisel, 

C.  L.  Gramley,    .    . 
Frank  P.  Bye,     .    . 

W.  A.  Beer, 

G.  W.  Weaver,  .  .  .  . 
W.  A.  Snyder,  .  .  . 
John  K.  Miller,  .    .    .    . 

E.  M.  Mixer, 

Ira  L.  Bryner,    .    . 

R.  M.  McNeal,       .       . 
A.  G.  C.  Smith,     .    . 
J.  W.  Sweeney,      .    .   . 
Thomas  M.  Morrison,  . 
E.  F.  Porter, 

E.  E.  Stitzinger,    .    . 
W.  F.  Zumbro,      .    .    . 
Clem.  Chesnut,  .    .   .   . 
J.  L.  Hopton,      .    .    .    . 

S.  G.  Rudy,     

A.  M.  Hammers,       .    . 
R.  B.  Teitrick, 
Denny  M.  Marshall, 

J.  C.  Taylor, 

M.  J.  Brecht, 

Thomas  M.  Stewart,  . 
John  W.  Snoke,     .    .    . 

Alvin  Rupp, 

Torrence  B.  Harrison, 

J.  G.  Becht, 

Jolin  K,  Myers,     .    .    . 

L.  K.  Eckles, 

Geo.  T.  Cooper,  .  .  . 
T.  H.  Serfass,  .  .  .  . 
R.  F.  Hoflecker,  .  .  . 
William  D.  Stein  bach, 
William  F.  Hoch,  .    .    . 

Ira  Shipman, 

Ezra  H.  Bryner,  .  .  . 
George  Sawyer,  .  .  . 
Anna  Bodler,  .  .  .  . 
G.  W.  Weiss, 

F.  C.  Bowersox,     .    .    . 

E.  E.  Pritts, 

F.  W,  Meylert,  .  .  .  . 
Charles  E.  Moxley,  .  . 
H.  E.  Raesly,  .  .  .  . 
Daniel  P.  Stapleton,  . 
John  F.  Bigler,  .  .  .  . 
H.  M.  Putnam,  .  .  .  . 
F.  R.  Hall,    ....'. 

D.  L.  Hower, 

W.  W.  Ulerich,  .... 
Frank  H.  Jarvis,  .  .  . 
D.  H.  Gardner,  .    .    .   . 


PostoflBce. 


Abbottstowu, 
JSraddock,      .    . 
Kittannini;,    .   . 
Beaver,       ... 
Bedlord.      . 
Hamburg, 
Duncansville,  . 
Towanda,    .    .    . 
Doylestown, 
Portersville, 
Ebensburg,    .    . 
Driftwood,      .    . 
L.eliighton,     .    . 
Rebersburg, 
Kennett  Square, 
Callensburg,     . 
Curwensville,  . 
Salona,    .... 
Bloomsburg,    . 
Conneautville, 
Shippensburg. 
Harrisburg,   .    . 

Media 

Saint  Mary's,  . 
Waterford,  .  . 
Brownsville,  . 
Tionesta,  .  .  . 
Chambersburg, 
Huston  town,  . 
Carniichaels,  . 
Huntingdon,  . 
Indiana,  .... 
Brookville,'  .  . 
Walnut,  .  .  . 
Scranton,  .  .  . 
Lancaster,  .  .  . 
Mount  Air,  .  . 
Annville,  .  .  . 
A 11  en  town,  .  . 
Wilkes-Barre,  . 
Muncy,  .... 
Smethport,  .  . 
Mercer,  .... 
Lewistown,  .  . 
Gilberts,  .  . 
Norristown,  . 
Danville,  . 
Freemansburg, 
Sunbury,  ... 
Newport,  ... 
MilJrift,  .  .  . 
Coudersport, 
Schuylkill  Haven 
Middleburg, 
Somerset,  .  . 
I.,aporte, 
Hallstead, 
Wellsboro, 
Lewisburg, 
Franklin,  .  . 
Warren,  . 
Washington, 
Honesdale, 
T.,atrobe, 
Tunkhannock, 
York,  .... 


Salary. 


11,200  00 
5,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,224  1)0 
1,700  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,800  00 
2,000  00 
1,200  00 
2,00(1  00 
1,2(10  00 
1,(j75  50 
1,894  50 
1,400  00 
1,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  CO 
1,500  CO 
1,867  50 
1,200  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
l,(i00  00 
1,350  00 
1,600  00 
1,260  00 
1,00(1  00 
3,000  00 
2,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,7(0  GO 
1,500  00 
2,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
2,5(i0  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,650  00 
1,000  GO 
1,00(1  iiO 
1,000  00 
2,650  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,100  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
2,00O  00 
1,500  00 
2,500  00 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 
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City,  Borough 
or  Township. 


Name. 


Allegheny,  .... 

Alleiitowii,      ... 

Alioona, 

Ashlaiid,       .    .    . 

Heaver  Kails,  . 

Bethlehem,  .... 

Brnddock,     .... 

Bradford, 

Bristol, 

Builer,       

Carbondale, .... 

Carlisle, .  ... 

Clianibersburg,  .    . 

Chester, 

Columbia,.  .... 

Conshohocken, . 

Corry, 

Danville,  .... 

DuBois, 

Dunmore, 

Easton, 

Erie,       

Poster  township, 
(Luzerne  co. ),   . 

Franklin,      .... 

Harrisburg,  . 

Hazleton,  .    . 

Hazle  township, 
(Luzerne  co.)  .   . 

Homestead,  .... 

Huntingdon,  .    .    . 

.lohnstown,  .... 

Lancaster,    .... 

Lebanon, 

Lock  Haven,  . 

Lower  Merion  twp. 
(Montg'ry  co.),  . 

McKeesport,   .    .    . 

Mahanoy  City,  .    . 

Mahanoy  town- 
ship, (Schuyl- 
kill county) , .    . 

Meadville,    .... 

Middletown,       .    . 

Mifflin   township, 

(Allegheny  CO. ), 

Milton, 

Mount  Carmel,  .    . 

Nanticoke,   .... 

New  Brighton,  .    . 

New  Castle,     .    .    . 

Newport  township, 
(Luzerne  coun- 
ty,)   

Norristown,     .    .    . 
North  Huntingdon 
township,  (West- 
moreland   coun- 
ty,)       

Oil  City, 

Philadelphia,  . 
Phoenixville, 
Pittsburgh,   .... 
Pottstown,    .... 
Pottsville,    .... 
Reading,   .    . 


PostoflBce. 


Salary. 


Allegheny, 
Allentown, 
Altoona,  .  . 
Ashland,     . 


John  Morrow, 

Hrancis  D.  Raub,  .... 

D.  W.  Keiih,  

William  C.  Estler,     .    .   . 

J.  Y.  McKinney, i   Beaver  Falls, 

(ieo.  W.  Twituiyer, j  Bethlehem,    . 

John  S.  Keeler,' '   Braddock,  . 

E.  E,  Miller, 1   Bradford,    .    . 

Matildas.  Booz, j    Bristol,     .    .    . 

John  A.  Oibson, Butler, 


John  J.  Forbes,  ....     Carbondale, 

S.  B.  Shearer,      Carlisle,       .    .    . 

^rank  K.  Fickinger,    ....      rhambersburg, 

C'harles  F.  Foster, I  Chester,       .    .    . 

S.     '.  Hofiman, i  Columbia,    .  .    . 

J.  Horace  Landis,      j  Conshohocken, 

A.  D.  Colegrove, Corry, 

.James  C.  Houser, !   Danville,     .    .    . 

W.  L.Greene, j  DaBois,   .    .    .    . 

Norton 'I'.  Houser, i    l»unmore,  .    .   . 

William  W.  Cottingham,  .    .     Easton,     .   .    .   . 
td.  C.  Missimer, '  Erie, 


$3,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,'200  00 
1,600  00 
1,700  00 
1.600  00 
2,000  00 

800  00 
1,200  00 
1,350  00 
1,200  00 
1,000  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  00 
1,200  00 
1,500  00 
1,2.33  33 
1,000  00 

200  00 
2,000  00 
3,000  00 


Joseph  B.  Gabrio, 
N.  F.  Kinsley,    .   . 
Lemuel  O.  Foose,  . 
David  A.  Harman, 

John  J.  Mulhall,  . 

John  C.  l<^endall,  . 

Kimber  Cleaver,  . 

J.  M.  Berkejs  .    .  . 
R.  K.  Buehrle, 
Cyrus  Boger,   .    . 

John  A.  Kobb,     .  . 


J.  L  Robb, 

H.  P.  Brooks,  .   .   .   . 
William  N.  Ehrhart, 


Frank  J.  Noonan, 
Henry  V.  Hotchkiss, 
H.  H.  Weber,   .... 


Hazleton, 1,000  00 

Franklin, 1,800  00 

Harrisburg, 2,000  00 

Hazleton, 1,800  00 

Hazleton, 1,500  00 

Homestead, l    1,600  00 

Huntingdon,     .    .    .    .  '    1,200  00 

Johnstown, 2,000  00 

Lancaster, 2,000  00 

Lebanon, ;    1,200  00 

Lock  Haven,        ...  1,100  00 


J.  M.  Reed, 

Lewis  A.  Beardsley, 
Samuel  H.  Dean,  .  . 
Clarence  B.  Miller, 

J.  B.  Richey 

J.  W.  Canon,     ... 


J^mes  A.  Dewey,  . 
Joseph  K.  Gotwals, 


O.  H.  Warnock, 
C.  A.  Babcock,    .    . 
Edward  Brooks,   ^.    . 
Harry  F.  Leister, ' 
George  J.  Luckey, 
William  W.  Rupert, 
B.  F.  Patterson,  .    . 
Ebenezer  Mackey, 


Bryn  Mawr,  . 
McKeesport, 
Mahanoy  City, 


St.  Nicholas, 

Meadville, 

Middletown, 


Dravosburg, 
Miltouj     ... 
Mount  Carmel, 
Nanticoke,     .    . 
New  Brighton, 
New  Castle,  . 


Wanamie, 
Norristown, 


Larimer, 
Oil  City,   .  .    . 
Philadelphia, 
Phoenixville, 
Pittsburgh,    . 
Pottstown, 
Pottsville, 
Reading, 


1,200  00 
1,800  00 
1,650  00 


1,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,050  00 

1,600  00 
1,500  00 
1,350  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,800  00 


1,500  00 
1,800  00 


1,050  00 
2,000  00 
5,000  00 
1,300  00 
4,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
2,500  00 
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City,  Borough 
or  Township. 


Scranton, 

^hamokin,    .    .    .    . 

Sharon,      

Shenandoah, 
South    Hclhlehem, 
South  Chester, 
South  Kaston, 
Steel  ton, 
Sunbury, 
Taniaqua, 
Titusville, 
Tyrone, 
Union  town, 
\Ve«t  t  "h ester, 
Wilkes-Barre, 
VVilliamsport, 
York,         .    . 


Name. 


Postoffice. 


George  Howell,  .  .  .  . 
William  K.  Harpel,  .  . 
James  A.  McLaugliry, 

C.  D.  Bogart 

Owen  K.  Wilt,  .... 
J.  C.  IlocKenberry,  .    . 

A.  J.  LaBarre 

Ij.  E.  M(;(iinnes,    .    . 
C.  D.  Obenlorf,    .    .    .    . 
R.  F.  hitchburn,    .    .    . 
itobert  D.  >  rawford, 
Vi.  VI.  Kauffman,     .   .    . 

Lee  Smith,       

Addi.son  Jones,  .    .    .    . 
James  M.  » "oughlin, 
Oliarles  Lose,      .   .   .    . 
Atreus  Wanner,     .   .   . 


Scranton,  .... 
Shamokin,  .  .  . 
Siiaron, 
Shfinandoah, 
South  Bethlehem, 
Thurlow,  .... 
South  Easton,  .  . 
Steelton,  .... 
Sunbury,  .... 
Tauia(iua,  .  .  . 
Titusville,  .... 

Tyrone, 

I'niontown, 
West  (Chester, 
Wilkes-Barre,  .    . 
Williamsport,  .    . 
York, 


Salary. 


$2,500  00 
1,800  00 
l,50u  00 
1,80(1  00 
1,200  00 
1,0.".0  00 
1,100  00 
1,500  00 
1,200  on 
1,800  00 
1,HOO  iiO 
I, 400  00 
1,8)'0  00 
1,800  00 
2,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
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CCJLLEGE  AND   UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 


Ex-officio  Members. 

Govei'uoi-  Daniel  H.  Hastiiigs. 

Attorney  General  Henry  C.  McCormick. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 

Members*  Appointed  by  tlie  (Tovernor. 

Provost  C.  C.  Harrison,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 
Penna. 

George  W.  Atherton,  president  State  College,  State  College,  Pa. 

W.  J.  Holland,  chancellor  Western  University,  Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

T.  L.  Seip,  president  Muhlenberg  College,  Allentown,  Pa. 

J.  D.  Moffat,  president  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,Wa8h- 
ington,  Pa. 

George  E.  Reed,  president  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

G.  M.  Philips,  principal  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Edward  Brooks,  city  superintendent,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James  M.  Coughlin,  superintendent,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 


NAMES  OF  THE  PERSONS  APPPOINTED  BY  THE  SUPERIN 
TENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  COMMITTEES 
ON  PERMANENT  CERTIFICATES  FOR  THE  SEVERAL  COUN 
TIES,  AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY   AP 
PROVED  JUNE  28tli,  1895,  P.  L.,  Page  417. 


ADAMS  COUNTY,    J  Daniel  Ruff',  New  Oxford. 

J.  Dorsey  Hunter,  Gettysburg. 
Emma  L.  Weirman,  Bermudian. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY J.  Q.  A.  Irvin,  Etna. 

P.  H.  Powers,  McKee's  Rocks. 
Mrs.  Lyde  Purman  Williams,  Home 
s^tead. 
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ARMSTRONG  COUNTY H.  H.  Elliott,  Freepoit 

J.  O.  Wolf,  Neale. 

Miss  Myra  Jackson,  Apollo. 

BEAVER  COUNTY, Miss  Mary  Aiken,  New  Brighton. 

Miss    Sarah    E.     Jackson.     Reaver 

Falls. 
John  A.  Keys,  Beaver. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY,    C.  H.  Bucher,  Everett. 

S.  A.  Van  Ormer,  Saxton. 

Miss  Margaret  McCleery,  Bedford. 

BERKS  COUNTY E.  J.  Connor,  Boyertown. 

F.  H.  Hain,  Wernersville. 
Mary  Heins,  Eshbach. 

BLAIR  COUNTY,    ". J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  Clover  Creek. 

Miss  Sallie  C.  Dutt,  Martinsburg. 
Miss  Kate   M.   Stewart.   Hollidays 
burg. 

BRADFORD  COUNTY,  Thomas  M.  Stalford,  Towanda. 

Samuel  M.  Huston,  Franklindale. 

E.  W.  Morgan,  Canton. 

BUCKS  COUNTY,  Allen  S.  Martin,  Doylestown. 

Margaret  J.  Moffat,  Riegelsville. 
Lillian  Rich,  Edgewood. 

BUTLER  COUNTY L.  F.  Hall,  Butler. 

A.  F.  Cochrane,  Hoaker. 
Lottie  V.  Schoenfeld,  Bruin. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY, .Annie  M.  Jones,  Ebensburg. 

L,  M.  Sebring,  Jolin.stown.  Walnut 
Grove. 

F.  G.  Mock,  South  Fork. 

CAMERON  COUNTY,    J.  J.  Coleman,  Driftwood. 

Anna  H.  Rhoads,  Emporium. 
•      FVank  A.  Leet,  Emporium. 

CARBON  COUNTY.   James  J.  Bevan,  Mauch  Chunk. 

J.  K.  Witmer,  Lansford. 
William  H.  Traub,  Weissport. 

CENTRE  COUNTY, David  O.  Etters,  Bellefonte. 

F.  A.  Foreman.  Centre  Hall. 
A.  F.  Stauffer,  Philipsburg. 


.''.n 
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CLARION  COUNTY,    . . 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY, 


CLINTON  COUNTY,  .  . 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  .  . 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY,    . 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY, 


Jflin  R.  Hunsicker,  Downingtown. 
Jacob  K.  Jones,  Spring  City. 
Hannah   Epright,   Malvern, 

\V.  M.  McDonald,  East  Brady. 
Miss  Alice  E.  Allen,  Clarion. 
C.  M.  McNaughton,  Rimersburg. 

,J.  L,  L.  Bucke,  Houtzdale. 
Blanche   Miller,    Du   Bois. 
H.  M.  Weigle,  Curwensville. 

.C.  E.  Walker,  Salona. 
J.  C.  Smith,  Greenburr. 
W.  H.  Klepper,  Lock  Haven. 

.A.  U.  Lesher,  Berwick. 
Alice  Edgar.  Bloomsbiirg. 
L.  P.  Sterner,  Bloomsbnrg. 

. R.  S.  rtutield,  Cochrantown. 
Eupheuiia   Haxron,  Meadville. 
C.  F.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge. 

.J.  H.  A{>p,  Shippeusburg. 
Albert  H.  Swartz,  Meclianicsburg. 
Miss  Mary  I^ndis,  Carlisle. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY Ira   S.  Wolcott,  Lykens. 

C.  S.  Davis,  Steelton. 

Miss  Mary  M.  Vollmer,  Harrisburg. 

DELAWARE  COUNTY,    Miss  Mary  L.  Dunn,  Garrettford. 

Miss     Emma     A.     Brewer,     Crum 

Lynne. 
Leon   n.  Watters,  Media. 

ELK  COUNTY I).  S.  1  )riscoll,  St.  Mary. 

J.  P>.  Reese,  Ridgway. 

Miss  Ella  L.  Kime,  Ridgway. 

ERIE  COUNTY,    Mary  Sterrett,  Girard. 

James  R.  Burns,  Erie. 
W.  G.  Smith,  Union  City. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY, 


A.  J.  Gans,  Point  Marion. 

J.  L.  Keffer,  Dunbar. 

Ira  L.  Smith,  Brownsrillo. 
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FOREST  COUNTY, Miss  Ida  Paup,  Tionesta. 

Miss  Nancy  C.  Morrow,  Lynch. 
S.  M.  Whitmore,  West  Hickory. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY, 


.  .  R.  T.  Adams,  Waynesboro. 
Miss  Sadie  M.  Parker,  Mercersburg. 
H.  N.  Creamer,  Pleasant  Hall. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY, 


INDIANA  COUNTY, 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY, 


FULTON  COUNTY,    Miss     Lottie    A.    Besore,     Webster 

Mills. 
Miss  S.  Lizzie  Kirk,  Clear  Ridge. 
B.  N.  Palmer,  Needmore. 

GREENE  COUNTY,   A.  B.  Baruett,  Ryerson's  Station. 

O.  F.  Orndorif,  Harveys. 

.J.  B.  Boring,  Huntingdon. 
Jno.  M.  Drake,  Saltillo. 
J.  H.  Swan,  Mt.  Union. 

.J.  P.  Archibald.  Saltsburg. 
Edwin  E.  Bach,  Indiana. 
W.  S.  Trainer,  West  Indiana. 

.W.  A.  Henry,  Brookville. 
G.  L.  (xlenn,  Lindsey. 
G.  W.  Lenkerd,  Reynoldsville. 

JUNIATA  COUNTY Oden  C.  Gortner,  Mifflintown. 

Miss   Mary   W.   McCulloch,   McCul- 

loch's  Mills. 
Miss  Kate  Dipple,  Patterson. 

LACKAWANNA  COUNTY,   ...H.  J.  Hockenberry.  Carbondale. 

Miss  (^arrie  A.  Kenyon.  Oliphant. 
M.   J.    Lloyd,   Priceburg. 

•  C.   L.   .Arnold,   Mount  Joy. 
Miss  Mary   Martin,   Lancaster. 
H.  E.  Gehman,  Eplirata. 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY,    Miss  Letitia  Elliott.  New  Wilming- 
ton. 
Miss  Mary  Kenney,  Enon  Valley. 
George  C.  Thompson,  New  Castle. 

LEBANON  COUNTY, Charles  K.  Witmer.  Lebanon. 

John  L.  Sherk,  Coheva. 

>Tiss   Esther  Korsev,   Millbach. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY, 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY. 


H.  J.  Reinhard,  Catasauqua. 
E.  S.  Dieter,  Allentown. 
P.  B.  Oswald,  New  Tripoli. 

Robt.  Shiel,  Pittston. 
L.  P.  Bierly.  Hazleton. 
D.  M.  Hobbes,  Ashley. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY. 


McKEAN  COUNTY. 


MERCER  COUNTY, 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY,  .  ... 


MONROE  COUNTY 


.  S,  W.  Furst,  Jersey  Shore. 
J.  G.  Dundore.  Hughesville. 
Lizzie  Bird,  Montoursville. 

.T.  F,  Driscoll,  Lewis  Run. 

E.  B.  Horton,  Kane. 

A.  B.  Vera,  Cnster  City. 

.T.  S.  Vickerman,  j<harpsville. 
.Vlice  T.  West,  Greenville. 

F.  W.  Magee,  Mercer. 

.  \V.  F.  Kennedy,  Lewistown. 
Miss  Katharine  E.  Harvey,  Milroy. 
M.  W.  Garrett,  Newton  Hnrailton. 

.  W.  A.  8hafer,  Strovidsbmg. 
Miss     Clara      Van     Gorden.      East 

Stroudsburg. 
Chas.    S.    Honek,    Delaware    \^  ater 
Gap. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY, 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY 


NORTHUMBERLAND  CO., 


A.  D.  Eisenhower,  Norristown. 
H.   A.  Markley.   Norristown. 

.Vfiss     Florence     E.     Sickel.     Davis 
Grove. 

B.  L.  Diehl,  Danville. 

Miss  M,  C,  Madden,  Danville. 
Miss     Margaret     Love,    Strawberry 
Ridge. 

M.  A.  Richards.  South  Bethlehem. 
Jacob  Mann.  Easton. 
James  M.  Frankenlield,    Freeniiins 
bnrg. 

Mr.  P.  S.  Bergstresser,  Treverton. 

Lizzie  Weaver.  Sunbury. 

E.  B.  Trnckenmiller,  Dewart. 


No.  6. J  Committees  on  Permanent  Certificates.  621 

PERRY  COUNTY,  John  S.  Campbell,  Marysville. 

W.  S.  Snyder,  Duncannon. 
Newton  J.  Briner,  Green  Pai'k. 

PIKE  COUNTY John  C.  Watson,  Milford. 

James  F.  Molony,  Matamoraa. 
Minnie  Van  Akin,  Matamoras. 

POTTER  COUNTY, VV,  F.  DuBois,  Coudeisport. 

J.  A.  Gardner,  Andrew's  Settlemeui. 
Minnie  Dunmore,  Cross  Fork. 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY,    Col.  P.  H.  Monaghan,  Girardville. 

Harvey  M.  Rickert,  Tower  City. 
J.  J.  Cake,  Pottsville. 

SNYDER  COUNTY,   C.  L.  Wetzel,  Beavertovvu. 

R,  L.  Schroyer,  Selinsgrove. 
J.  W.  Walborn,  Freeburg. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY, W.  H.  Kretchman,  Berlin. 

J.  J.  BroUier,  Elk  Lick. 
D.  W.  Seibert,  Somerset. 

SULLIVAN  COUNTY,  Miss  Julia  M.  Cronin,  Du  Shore. 

Chas.  L.  Lewis,  Du  Shore. 
F.  J.  Wandall,  Forksville. 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY,    .  .Geo.  A.  Stearns,  Harford. 

(1  F.  Thorp,  Forest  City. 
Edith  Jones,  Montrose. 

TIOGA  COUNTY,   M.  F.  Cass,  Elkland. 

Alice  Hughes,  Blossburg. 
William  B.  Blair,  Tioga. 

UNION  COUNTY,  ". ( '.  K.  Neli,  Miffliuburg. 

I^>.  K.  Johnson,  Lewisburg. 
John  P.  King,  Laurelton. 

VENANGO  COUNTY,    C.  E.  Lord,  Franklin. 

C.  H.  Donnell,  Rouseviile. 
Nellie  Kern,  Oil  City. 

WARREN  COUNTY,    CO.  Eaton,  Warren. 

P.  N.  Osborne,  YoungsvUl**., 
I).  F.  r.raley,  Kinzua. 
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VVASHIJSGTUJS'  COliNTV,    .  .  .  .  E.  B.  Euucli,   Wasliiugtou. 

L.  K.  Crumrine,  Beallsville. 
Annie  Closser,  Lone  Pine. 

WAYNE  OOUNTN  , Mark  Creasy,  Hawley. 

Miss  Clara  T.  Sutton,  Houesdale. 
M.  J.  Hanlon,  Honesdale. 

VVESTMOKELAiND  COUNTY,     A.  W  .  Lowell,  Latrolx-. 

•).  P.  Wiley,  Irwin. 
Miss     La\ira     C.    Cochnin.     (ireens- 

WYOAllN(i   COUMTY,    Miss  M.    Adaliiie    McKovvii.    Tnnk- 

liaunock. 
Miss    Lillian    M,    Childs,    Timkhau 

nock. 
Ch;iiles  F.  Osborne.  Nicliolsou. 

YOKK  COUNTY,  W.  A.  Spate,  Logan ville. 

F.  L.  Spaugler,  Y'ork. 

Mrs.  KInui  M.  Snyder,  Elanover. 


NAMES  OF  THE  PERSONS  APPOINTED  ON  THE  COMMITTEES 
ON   PERMANENT  CERTIFICATES  IN  THE  CITIES,  AS  AU 
THORIZEI)  I5Y  THE  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY  APPROVED  JUNE 
28th,  LSD5,  P.  L.,  Page  417. 


ALLEGHENY  CITY,. Ceorge  A.  Spindler. 

May  E.  Angney. 
R.  S.  Orr. 

ALTOONA,    Mrs.  Annie  E.  Moore. 

Miss  Linda  E.  Hooper. 
W.  G.  Reem. 

CHESTER,     Adelbert  H.  Adams. 

Emily  S.  Bates, 
Eva  D.  Caldwell. 

CITY  OF  LA^NGASTER F.  Shibley. 

Helen  R.  Stahr. 
Rannah  R.  Finger. 
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McKEESPORT VV.  H.  McMullen. 

Miss  Ida  McCaughau. 
Miss  Blanche  Muse. 

PITTSBURGH,     A.  C.  McLean. 

R.  M.  Cargo. 
Miss  S.  A.  Piatt. 

READING,  PA.,  Mr.  Clias.  E.  Foos. 

Miss  C.  A.  Hobsun. 
A.  J.  Wobensmith. 

8CRANT0N,  W.  R.  Graves. 

D.  A.  Stone. 

Eliz.  R.  Stevenson. 

WILKES-BARRE,  George  W.  James. 

A.  W.  Moss. 
Lizzie  A.  Weir. 

VVILLIAMSPORT,   Martha  C.  Thatcher. 

J.  A.  Kiess. 
A.  H.  High. 
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BIENNIAL    REPORT 


UN 


Higher   Education  in   Pennsylvania. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  io,  i8g6 

To  His  Excellency,  DANIEl.  H.  HASTINGS, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Sir:— 

In  accordance  with  Section   lo,  of  the  Act  of  June    26,    1895 
creating  the  College  and  University  Council,  I  have  the   honor   here 
with    to   submit    the    first    Biennial    Report    on    Higher   Education    in 
Peiinsylvania. 

Very  respectfully, 

Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  Ex-officio  Secretary  of  the    College 
and  University  Council. 
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BIENNIAL  REPORT 


Higher  Education  in  Pennsylvania. 


riie  act  of  Jiiue  2G,  1895, pro vidiug  for  llie  creation  of  a  College  and 
University  Council,  also  provides  for  a  biennial  report  on  Higher 
Education  in  Pennsylvania,  said  report  \o  be  printed  in  connection 
with  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  In 
making  this  report  it  will  be  helpful,  by  way  of  introduction,  to  cast 
a  glance  at  England  and  Germany. 

According  to  the  Educational  Annual  (compiled  by  Edward  John- 
son, and  published  in  London  by  George  Philip  &  Son,  32  Fleet  street, 
E.  C;  see  also  the  corresponding  pages  of  "Minerva,"  a  volume  com- 
piled by  Dr.  R.  Kukula  and  K.  Trubner,  and  published  annually  by 
Karl  J.  Trubner,  at  Strassburg,  giving  the  status  of  the  leading 
higher  institutions)  there  are  five  English  universities — Oxford,  Cam- 
bridge, Durham,  London,  Victoria  (Manchester),  four  performing  the 
rimctioii  of  teaching  and  examining  bodies;  the  fifth,  London,  being 
an  examining  body  only.  These  are  the  institutions  in  England 
which  have  been  empowered  to  grant  degrees  to  those  passing  the 
necessary  examinations.  In  addition  to  these,  Great  Britain  has 
institutions  of  learning  in  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales,  possessing 
the  power  to  grant  degrees. 

At  Oxford  there  are  twenty-one  colleges,  some  dating  from  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries.  Not  one  of  these  has  the  right 
to  confer  degrees.  The  same  is  true  of  all  the  other  colleges  in  Eng- 
land. It  does  not  follow,  therefore,  according  to  English  law  that 
the  chartering  of  an  institution  as  a  college  implies  the  power  to 
grant  degrees  in  science,  art,  literature,  philosophy,  law,  medicine 
and  theology. 

In  the  German  Empire  the  regular  college  work  is  done  in  high 
schools  known  as  Gymnasien  and  Realschulen  which  d«  not  bestow 
degrees  upon  their  graduates,  but  grant  them  a  certificate  of  ma- 
turity or  fltnegg  for  entrance  upon  nniversity  noiirsrs  of  studv      Tlir 
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power  to  confer  degrees  is  limited  to  the  twentj'-six  universities  of 
the  Empire,  and  the  name  of  the  reigning  sovereign  under  whose 
auspices  the  university  work  is  carried  forward,  always  appears  on 
the  diploma  announcing  the  promotion  to  the  doctorate. 

The  Policy  of  New  York  Contrasted  with  that  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  further  helpful  to  contrast  the  policy  of  New  York  with  that 
of  Pennsylvania.  Through  the  statesmanlike  foresight  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  the  control  of  higher  education  and  the  power  to  charter 
colleges  and  universities  was,  in  1787,  entrusted  to  a  corporation 
under  the  title:  "  The  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York." 

The  act  creating  this  corporation  is  pronounced  by  George 
William  Chirtis  "a  work  worthy  of  our  foremost  master  of  statecraft," 
and  "an  illustration  of  his  creative  public  genius."  It  is  believed  to 
have  given  Napoleon  Bonaparte  the  idea  of  uniting  all  the  teaching 
forces  of  his  realm  into  one  compact  body  which  he  called  the  Uni- 
versity of  France.  Hamilton's  committee  submitted  a  bill  which 
becamealaw,authoiiziug  the  Kegeuts  to  visit  and  inspect  all  colleges, 
academies  and  schools  which  were,  or  might  be  established  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  education  and 
make  a  yearly  report  to  the  legislature;  it  also  empowers  them  to 
confer  the  highest  degrees,  to  chartei-  colleges  and  academies,  audio 
promote  academies  to  the  highest  rank.  These  regents  are  elected  by 
the  legislature  in  the  same  manner  as  United  States  Senators.  The 
Grovernor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Secretary  of  State  and  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Instruction  are  now  ex-oflficio  regents;  the  other  nine- 
teen are  elected  for  life.  Vacancies  may  occur  by  death,  resignation 
or  refusal  to  act.  The  University  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  thus  a 
supervisory  and  administrative,  but  not  a  teaching  body.  It  is  a  state 
department  and  at  the  same  time  a  federation  of  five  hundred  (500) 
institutions  of  higher  and  secondary  education.  No  school  can  use 
the  name  of  college  without  the  sanction  of  the  regents.  Should 
any  college  abuse  its  right  to  grant  degrees,  the  charter  may  be  re- 
voked and  the  corporation  dissolved.  As  a  consequence  the  degrees 
conferred  by  the  literary  institutions  of  New  York  have  never  been  a 
subject  of  ridicule  in  the  Old  World. 

The  Pennsylvania  legislature  has  been  very  liberal  in  granting 
chanters  to  all  sorts  of  schools,  but  has  exercised  no  supervision  over 
the  institutions  which  were  vested  with  the  power  to  confer  degrees. 
In  course  of  time  the  sham  diplomas  which  were  sold  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  by  an  institution  now  extinct,  became  a  source  of  shame 
and  ridicule;  the  doctor's  diplomas  from  the  reputable  medical  col- 
leges of  the  State  lost  uiueh  of  their  prestige  and  value;  the  degrees 
of  \\.  O.  and  TJy.D.,  were  regnlarlv  sold  and  in  one  instance  one  was 
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couferred  upou  an  iutaiit  two  years  old;  aud  legislation  was  liually 
invoked  to  end  (lie  long  and  disgraceful  chapter  of  deception  and 
fraud. 

The  act  of  May  10,  1893,  gave  college  diplomas  in  arts,  science 
and  philosophy  a  new  value  by  making  them  a  substitute  for  the  ex- 
amination lor  teaclirrs"  })L'nuauent  ccititicates  in  the  Public  Schools. 
Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  act  degrees  were  offered  for  a  money 
consideration;  diplomas  cuuferrinji  tlie  degree  of  bachelor  of  science 
were  offered  at  the  completion  of  courses  of  study  which  could  have 
been  called  scientific  only  on  the  ground  that  they  contained  little  or 
no  science;  applications  framed  with  the  intention  to  deceive,  were 
sent  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  it  required  no 
little  care  and  firmness  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  former  chapter 
of  diploma  shams  and  shame.  The  past  could  not  be  undone;  but 
with  a  view  to  the  future  the  legislature  again  came  to  the  rescue 
and  passed  an  act  creating  a  College  and  Univei  sii y  Council  possess- 
ing the  authority  to  decide  upon  the  advisability  of  chartering  new 
institutions  with  the  power  to  cnnfei-  di'<irees  in  arts, pure  and  applie<l 
science,  philosophy,  literature,  law,  medicine  and  theology.  While 
the  act  aims  to  save  all  the  colleges  that  are  trying  to  do  honest  work 
and  have  the  prospect  of  developing  into  strong  and  efficient  institu- 
tions, it  seeks  to  prevent  the  cheapening  of  degrees  by  the  chartering 
of  new  colleges  founded  upon  faith  rather  than  upon  material  and  in 
tellectual  facilities  for  instruction.  It  provides  that  ''no  institution 
shall  hereafter  be  chai'tered  with  power  to  confer  degrees  unless  it 
has  assets  amounting  to  five  liundred  thousand  dollars  in  buildings, 
apparatus,  endowments  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  promoting  in- 
struction, and  unless  the  faculty  consists  of  at  least  six  regular  pro- 
fessors who  devote  all  their  time  to  the  instruction  of  its  college  or 
university  classes"  and  that  "no  baccalaureate  degree  in  arts,  science, 
philosophy  or  literature  be  conferred  upon  any  student  who  has  not 
completed  a  college  or  university  course  covering  four  years."  The 
standard  of  admission  to  these  courses  or  to  advanced  classes  in 
ilicsc  conisfs  is  made  snbj«H.'t  to  the  np]»roval  of  tlic  Council,  nnd  all 
institutions  chartered  under  the  act  shall  be  subject  to  visitation  and 
inspection  by  its  representatives.  Should  any  one  of  them  fail  t«i 
keep  up  the  required  standard,  the  court  shall,  upon  the  recommen 
dation  of  the  council,  revoke  the  pow-er  to  confer  degrees. 

Organization  of  the  Council. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  June  26,  1895,  his  Excellency,  Gov 
ernor  Hastings  appointed,  as  members  of  the  college  and  university 
council.  Superintendent  James  M.  Coughlin  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Super- 
intendent Edw^ard  Brooks  of  Philadelphia,  and  Principal  George  M. 
Philips  of  West  Chester,  to  represent  the  public  schools;  President 
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T.  L.  Seip  of  Mulileubeig  College,  Allentowu;  President  J.  D.  Moffat 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  Washington,  Pa.,  and  Presi- 
dent George  E.  Reed  of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  to  represent  the 
denominational  colleges;  Chancellor  W.  J.  Holland  of  the  Western 
University,  Allegheny;  Provost  C.  C.  Harrison  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  and  President  George  W.  Atherton  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  to  represent  the  undenominational 
colleges  and  universities.  The  Governor,  the  Attorney  General  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  are  ex-oflScio  members. 

These  gentlemen  took  the  customary  oath  of  office  at  the  first  meet- 
ing which  was  held  in  the  Executive  Chamber  at  Harrisburg,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1895.  A  permanent  organization  was  effected  by  the  election 
of  Governor  Hastings  as  president  of  the  council,  Provost  C.  C.  Har 
rison  as  vice  president,  and  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  as  secretary. 

Number  of  Institutions  Exercising  the  Degree  Conferkinq  Power. 

The  secretary  of  the  Council  was  instructed  to  ascertain  what  in- 
stitutions located  within  this  Commonwealth  are  exercising  the  de- 
gree conferring  power  and  under  what  authority  such  power  is 
claimed.  An  investigation  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  and  corres- 
pondence with  the  proper  oflicers  m  the  different  counties  of  the 
Commonwealth,  revealed  the  astonishing  fact  that  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  institutions  have  been  empowered  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  confer  degrees.  These  institutions  are  known  under 
the  various  names  of  university,  college,  seminary,  academy,  and 
high  school.  Of  the  various  institutions  which  had  filed  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  statements  of  assets  amount- 
ing in  value  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  over,  the  status  of 
the  following  institutions  was  referred  to  the  Attorney  General 
for  an  opinion  giving  his  interpretation  of  section  XII  under  this  act. 

Juniata  College,    Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Geneva  College, Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

Bryn  Mawr  College, Pryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

The  Divinity  School  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 

Church Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Temple  College, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Grove  City  College,  Grove  City,  Pa. 

The  Pennsylvania  College  for  Woman, Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Susquehanna  University,   Selinsgrove,  Pa. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  a  copy  of  which  is  added  to 
this  report  in  appendix  "A"  advises  the  College  and  University  Conn 
vmI  that  these  institutions  have  the  right,  under  existing  law,  to  con 
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fer  literarj  dej^rees  if  sucli  powers  have  beeu  grauted  to  tliein  by  the 
courts  and  they  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  XII  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  2Gth  day  of  June,  1805. 

Additional  legislation  is  needed  to  give  the  Council  a  voice  in  all 
amendments  to  charters  of  schools  vested  with  the  power  to  confer 
ilc^iccs.  The  piihliciilicMi  uf  I  he  list  ul'  coi[)()rati(>ns  which  arc  in 
possession  of  collegiate  charters  but  have  never  'developed  into  full 
colleges,  might  facilitate  abuses  in  changing  the  name  of  such  cor- 
porations and  in  transferring  their  powers  to  undeserving  parties. 
The  Council  earnestly  recommends,  however,  that  all  institutions 
having  the  right  to  grant  degrees  be  compelled  to  obtain  its  approval 
before  a  change  in  their  charters  or  in  their  names  or  in  their  loca- 
tion or  in  the  constitution  of  their  governing  body  be  allowed. 

Petition  of  Bryn  Mawr  College  . 

The  authorities  of  Bryn  Mawr  College  believing  that  their  courses 
of  study,  their  assets  in  buildings,  endowments  and  other  facilities 
for  instruction  and  the  number  of  professors  devoting  their  entire 
time  to  the  work  of  collegiate  instruction,  entitled  them  to  rank  with 
the  best  institutions  of  the  country,  deemed  it  proper,  in  jus- 
tice to  their  institution,  to  have  their  charter  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  method  prescribed  by  the  act  creating  the  College  and  Uni 
versity  Council,  giving  their  corporation  undoubted  power  to  confer 
all  the  degrees  conferred  by  the  literary  institutions  of  the  country. 

The  Council  found  that  the  application  of  Bryn  Mawr  College  fully 
complied  with  all  the  requirements  of  section  XII  of  the  act  and 
recommended  the  court  of  Montgomery  county  to  make  the  amend- 
ments asked  for  by  the  authorities  of  said  institution.  It  is  a  source 
of  State  pride  that  this  young  and  vigorous  institution,  founded  by 
Dr.  Joseph  W.  Taylor,  and  organized  within  the  limits  of  this  Com- 
monwealth in  the  year  1884  has  taken  front  rank  among  the  colleges 
for  women  and  challenges  comparison  with  the  best  literary  institu- 
tions for-  women  in  the  civilized  world. 

Petition  of  the  Divinity  School  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

A  similar  application  of  the  Divinity  School  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  Philadelphia  was  presented  to  the  Council,  and 
having  been  duly  considered,  the  granting  of  the  petition  was  recom- 
mended to  the  court  of  common  pleas  No.  1  of  Philadelphia,  with  the 
limitation  that  the  ordinary  degrees  in  civil  and  canon  law  are 
recognized  by  this  Council  as  confined  to  the  degree  of  D.  C.  L. 

The  Higher  Education  of  the  State  . 

Of  the  many  institutions  which  have  been  chartered  with  power  to 
confer  degrees,  by  far  the  larger  number  never  developed  according 
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to  the  expectations  of  those  who  founded  them;  some  have  passed  out 
of  existence,  others  are  continuing  their  work  as  preparatory  schools, 
about  twenty-five  have  grown  into  colleges  with  courses  covering 
four  collegiate  years  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term.  There 
are  two  metropolitan  centers  of  population  in  the  State,  namely,  at 
or  near  the  confluence  of  the  Schuylkill  and  the  Delaware  and  at  or 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Allegheny  and  the  Monongahela.  These 
are  the  natural  centers  for  schools  of  medicine.  The  freedom  of 
thought  and  liberty  of  conscience  which  William  Penn  put  into  the 
legal  code  of  his  colony  opened  the  door  for  the  entrance  of  men  of 
science  from  the  Old  World.  Hither  Dr.  Priestly  fled  for  refuge  and 
toward  it  Voltaire  cast  longing  eyes  when  persecuted  and  exiled  from 
home.  On  Pennsylvania  soil  was  found  in  the  person  of  Peter  Miller 
(prior  of  the  Monastery  at  Ephrata)  the  scholar  who  was  learned 
enough  to  translate,  in  response  to  the  request  of  Congress,  the  De- 
claration of  Independence  into  seven  European  languages.  In  Penn- 
sylvania, Franklin  made  his  discoveries  and  Rittenhouse  his  famous 
observations  on  the  transit  of  Venus.  In  Penn's  territory  Bartram 
founded  the  first  botanic  garden  of  America,  and  Christopher  Saur 
first  printed  the  Bible  in  the  New  World,  with  the  exception  of 
Eliot's  Indian  Bible,  which  was  printed  in  Massachusetts.  Here  Wil- 
son, Audubon  and  Niittall  got  their  chief  inspiraition  for  scientific 
pursuits.  Muhlenberg,  whose  fame  as  a  botanist  will  never  die,  did 
his  work  in  Pennsylvania.  In  Philadelphia  the  first  American  school 
of  medicine  was  founded,  and  there  lived  Benjamin  Rush,  the 
founder  of  American  medicine.  It  was  natural  for  the  study  of  med- 
icine and  pharmacy  to  flourish  in  the  Quaker  City  and  to-day  Phila- 
delphia boasts  of  five  medical  colleges  and  one  college  of  pharmacy, 
whose  flourishing  condition  is  evinced  by  the  statistics  given  below. 
In  the  other  center  of  population  a  medical  college  was  established 
several  years  ago  and  is  now  flourishing  as  a  department  of  the 
Western  University.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  standard  of  ad 
mission  into  the  schools  of  medicine  should  be  advanced.  The  law 
creating  the  Medical  Council  and  providing  for  the  examination  and 
licensing  of  all  physicians  and  surgeons  requires  no  preparatory 
studies  beyond  a  competent  common  school  education.  The  various 
colleges  of  pharmacy  will  admit  a  student  with  a  grammar  school 
education;  hence  it  may  happen  that  a  prescription  written  in  Latin 
by  a  doctor  of  medicine  who  cannot  decline  Mensa  is  filled  out  by  a 
druggist  equally  ignorant  of  Latin  and  the  blunder  which  one  or  the 
other  or  both  commit  is  buried  with  the  victim  who  takes  the  dose  of 
medicine.  The  Council  recommends  legislation  requiring,  on  the 
part  of  all  who  hereafter  study  medicine,  at  least  a  fair  knowledge  of 
Latin  and  of  Elementary  Physics.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania 
has  taken  steps  to  exclude  from  its  classes  in  medicine  after  the  year 
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lyjJJS,  all  sliidc'iits  who  eaiaiol  i)a.ss  the  exainiuation  for  eutiaiice  into 
the  freshman  class  of  a  collefjje  in  j?ood  standiuj;.  The  other  coUej^es 
of  medicine  and  jtharmacy  and  the  Medical  Council  should  be  re 
quired  by  law  to  adopt  a  similar  standard  of  preliminary  education: 
or  it  should  be  madt'  t)bligatory  upon  all  physicians  t(»  wiite  their  pre 
scriptions  in  plain  English. 

America  has  always  been  foremost  in  the  art  of  dentistry.  From 
every  part  of  the  world  students  have  come  to  our  shores  to  study 
the  art  of  dentistry.  Three  colleges  of  dentistry  flourish  in  Phi  lade! 
phia.  One  school  of  dentistry  has  been  established  in  Pittsburgh 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania;  an 
other  school  has  been  organized  under  a  charter  from  the  State  of 
Missouri.  The  Council  recommends  legislation  to  prevent  this  sort 
of  intrusion  into  the  internal  affairs  of  our  State  by  the  law  making 
power  of  other  Commonwealths. 
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Law  Schools. 

There  are  three  law  schools  in  the  State,  oue  located  at  Philadel 
phia,  another  at  Carlisle,  the  third  at  Pittsburgh.  According  to  the 
statement  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania bar  only  thirty  per  cent,  of  those  who  study  law  remain  in  the 
profession.  There  is  no  mortal  on  the  face  of  the  earth  who  deserves 
more  sympathj^  and  receives  less  than  an  impecunious  lawyer.  With 
the  concentration  of  the  legal  business  into  the  hands  of  trust  com- 
l)anies  and  other  large  corporations  the  opportunities  for  earning  a 
respectable  livelihood  in  the  practice  of  the  law  have  diminished. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  a  kindness  to  the  youth  of  the  State  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  admission  to  our  law  schools  and  to  regulate  the 
study  of  law  by  wise  legislation.  Since  only  the  best  equipped  can 
hope  to  succeed  it  is  a  wise  policy  to  require  thorough  prepara- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  who  take  up  the  study  of  law.  The 
conditions  for  admission  into  the  law  schools  of  this  and  other  states 
have  been  much  too  low.  The  announcement  has  been  made  by  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  that  beginning  with  1897,  the  examina- 
tions for  admission  to  its  law  school  will  be  the  same  as  those  for  ad- 
mission to  the  College  of  the  University.  The  Council  is  highly  grati 
tied  to  note  this  advance  in  entrance  requiremoiits. 
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Theological  Seminaries  . 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  thirteen  theological  seminaries 
under  the  control  of  the  following  denominations: 

Presbyterian,  United  Presbyterian,  Reformed  Presbyterian,  Mora- 
vian, Reformed,  Lutheran,  Episcopal,  Unitarian,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Baptist. 

Their  courses  of  instruction  cover  three  years  and  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  courses  in  the  best  theological  schools  elsewhere.  The 
rivalry  between  the  different  religious  denominations  has  gradually 
led  to  the  adoption  of  higher  standards  of  admission  and  graduation, 
the  regular  matriculates  having  in  most  cases  completed  a  four 
vears'  course  in  some  recognized  college. 
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Status  of  the  Undenominational  Colleges  and  Universities. 

In  the  State  of  Penasylvania  the  terms  college  and  university  are 
used  Irequently  by  schools  which  aim  to  piupiU'e  sludeuts  for  busi- 
ness. Uaving  been  established  for  purposes  of  private  proht  or  gain, 
and  not  for  the  sake  of  promoting  higher  education,  these  institu- 
tions do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  report.  Turning  to  the 
institutions  of  learning  which  maintain  one  or  more  four  year 
courses,  with  the  customary  examinations  for  admission  into  the 
freshman  class,  we  find  them  using  the  words  college  and  university 
as  almost  equivalent  terms.  The  universities  of  Germany  have  the 
four  departments  of  Law,  Medicine,  Theology  and  Philosophy.  In 
this  sense  of  the  word  Pennsylvania  has  no  full  university.  The 
nearest  approach  to  it  is  found  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
which  has  all  these  departmen'ts  except  that  of  Theology,  which  its 
charter  as  a  purely  non-sectarian  institution  will  not  permit  it  to 
have.  It  maintains,  however,  professorships  of  Assyrian  and  com- 
parative Semitic  i)hilology  and  of  the  Semitic  languages.  In  point 
of  attendance  this  institution  ranks  third  among  the  higher  institu- 
tions of  America,  and  it  shows  marvelous  growth  in  buildings,  la- 
boratories and  facilities  for  advanced  instruction.  It  does  full  uni- 
versity Avork  in  promoting  post-graduate  study  and  original  research 
in  its  various  departments.  Through  the  generosity  of  Provost  Har- 
rison who  in  addition  to  other  gifts  lias  presented  to  the  university  a 
permanent  fund  of  half  a  million  dollars  known  as  the  George  Leib 
Harrison  Foundation  for  Encouragement  of  Liberal  Studies  and  the 
Advancement  of  Knowledge,  twenty-seven  graduate  scholarships  and 
fellowships  were  recently  established.  Eight  are  of  the  value  of 
flOO  per  year  and  are  open  only  to  the  graduates  of  the  universtiy 
who  desire  to  take  an  extra  year  of  study.  Fourteen  are  fellows- 
ships  of  the  value  of  |600  a  year,  less  $100  devoited  to  publication 
or  the  furnishing  of  apparatus  and  are  open  to  the  graduates  of 
any  institution,  to  be  held  for  two  years  in  study  for  the  degree 
of  Ph.  D.  The  Hector  Tyndale  fellowship  in  physics  previously 
established  makes  fifteen  of  this  grade.  Five  are  senior  fellow- 
sliips  of  the  value  of  |800  a  year,  open  only  to  those  who  have 
taken  Ph.  D.  at  the  university  and  may  be  held  for  three  years,  the 
holders  being  required  to  devote  themselves  to  some  work  of  original 
research.  They  aie  permitted  to  teach  in  the  line  of  their  work  to 
the  maximum  of  four  hours  a  week.  "It  is  believed"  says  a  writer 
in  the  Popular  Science  Monthly,  ''that  the  university  now  has  the 
most  complete  system  of  fellow^ships  in  the  country.  With  a  material 
equipment  of  grounds,  buildings,  etc.,  valued  at  $3,965,000,  vested 
funds  to  the  amount  of  |1, 992,000,  the  most  liberal  system  of  fellow- 
ships in  the  country,  a  teaching  force  of  251  professors  and  instruc- 
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tors,  aud  a  student  bod^  numbering  2,632,  the  university  Jias  peculiar 
facilities  not  only  for  the  work  of  instruction,  but  also  for  research 
and  investigation." 

Under  its  auspices  important  explorations  have  been  made  in 
Babylonia  and  many  cuneiform  inscriptions  have  been  deciphered. 
The  valuable  investigations  in  chemistry,  in  paleontology,  in  sociology, 
in  the  higher  mathematics,  and  in  American  history,  are  examples  of 
original  work  by  its  professors  that  have  received  recugniUon  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic.  Much  is  expected  from  the  new  laboratory  of 
clinical  medicine  founded  in  1895,  in  memory  of  the  late  William 
Pepper,  by  his  son,  ex-Provost  William  Pepper,  whose  deep  interest 
in  all  educational  movements  is  equalled  by  his  distinguished  ser- 
vices in  stimulating  the  development  of  the  university  while  he  was 
its  official  head.  The  instruction  in  pedagogy,  psychology  and  phil- 
osophy has  given  the  teachers  of  the  State  new  light  upon  important 
questions  and  new  inspiration  for  their  work.  Lengthy  indeed  would 
be  a  report  which  undertook  to  recount  the  special  investigations  of 
all  the  members  of  the  faculty  whose  names  are  deserving  of  men- 
tion. Moreover  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  the  only  in- 
stitution in  the  State  whose  professors  have  been  doing  original 
work.  Original  research  of  a  very  high  order  in  the  domain  of 
physics  and  astronomy  has  for  years  been  carried  on  with  very  fruit- 
ful results  at  the  Western  University.  The  gold  medal  awarded  by 
the  Utrecht  Academy  of  Science  and  Art,  the  interesting  experi- 
ments in  electricity,  the  elaborate  researches  into  the  constitution  of 
natural  gases,  the  large  collection  of  Lepidoptera,  the  recent  dis- 
coveries in  astronomy  which  have  added  new  fame  to  its  observatory, 
are  deserving  of  mention  in  a  report  on  higher  education  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  science  of  astro-physics  may  almost  be  said  to  have 
had  its  cradle  and  its  chief  promoters  at  this  institution,  and  no 
small  praise  is  due  to  those  of  its  faculty  who  invented  and  put  into 
practical  use  the  method  of  distributing  time  by  electric  signals  to 
the  railroads  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  agricultural  experiment  station  maintained  in  connection 
with  the  State  College,  the  experiments  in  stock  feeding  have  led  to 
results  which  are  quoted  in  other  lands  and  which  deserve  to  be  more 
widely  known  by  our  farming  population.  The  station  is  also  carry- 
ing on  other  lines  of  investigation,  with  reference  to  fertility,  diver- 
sification of  crops,  treatment  of  the  soil,  fertilizers  and  similar  prac- 
tical problems,  the  results  of  which  inquiries  are  published  in  quar- 
terly bulletins,  distributed  free,  on  applica!tion,  to  the  farmers  of 
the  State  niul  othei's  interested  in  agricultural  advancement. 

Tlie  State  College,  with  its  experiment  station,  holds  a  relation  to 
(lie   State  different  from    that   of  any  othei-   institution.     When   tht^ 
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Conj^ress  ol  tlie  UDited  States,  iu  18()2,  made  a  doiiatiou  of  public 
lands  to  the  several  states  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  higher  tech- 
nical education,  it  expressed  its  purpose  in  the  following  comprehen 
sive  language: 

"The  leading  object  shall  be,  without  excluding  other  scientific  and 
classical  studies  and  including  military  tactics,  to  teach  such 
branches  of  learning  as  are  related  to  agriculture  and  the  mechanic 
arts,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislatures  of  the  states  may  respec- 
tively prescribe,  in  order  to  promote  the  liberal  and  practical  educa- 
tion of  the  industrial  classes  in  the  several  pursuits  and  professions 
in  life." 

Coupled  with  the  donation  of  lands  was  a  requirement  that  each 
state  accepting  it  should  pledge  itself  by  legislative  act  to  provide 
the  necessary  means  for  giving  eifect  to  the  Congressional  grant, 
and  a  stringent  provision  that  no  portion  of  the  principal  or  interest 
of  the  grant  should  be  expended  for  buildings.  The  Legislature  di- 
rected the  investment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  grant  to  this  State  in  its 
own  bonds,  and  appropriated  the  income  therefrom  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  College.  Within  recent  years  the  State  has  provided 
buildings  and  equipment  for  the  college  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  the 
institution  is  now  among  the  best  equipped  in  the  Commonwealth. 
It  covers  a  wide  range  of  instruction  in  "the  branches  of  learning  re 
lated  to  agriculture  and  the  mechanics  arts,"  and  is  fully  meeting 
the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress.  It  is  exerting  an  important 
influence  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  for  the  last  three  years  its  students  have  come  from 
about  fifty  different  counties,  and  its  high  standard  of  requirements 
cannot  fail  to  act  as  a  stimulus  to  the  schools  of  the  localities  whose 
pupils  seek  admission  there. 

At  th(^  Lehiiih  Fniversity  which  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  Protes 
tant  Episcopal  Church,  the  professors  and  instructors  in  the  depart- 
ments of  Civil  and  Mining  Engineering,  Metallurgy,  Physics,  Mathe- 
matics and  Astronomy,  have  done  valuable  original  work,  the  re- 
sults of  which  have  been  made  accessible  to  the  specialist  in  scien- 
tific journals  and  other  publications. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  these  fruitful  researches  were  carried  for- 
ward by  professors  in  our  universities — using  this  term  in  its  higher 
sense — or  by  specialists.  Although  such  investigations  are  possible 
in  tnstitutions  of  the  grade  of  colleges,  yet  they  are  less  probable 
there,  for  the  reason  that  college  faculties  are  not  specialized  to  such 
an  extent  as  the  faculties  of  universities,  and  the  time  of  the  college 
professor  is  so  monopolized  by  the  demands  made  on  him  as  a 
tencher.  Ihnt  therf  is  but  little  time  nnd  strenoth  loft  for  original 
investigation.  Tn  the  nniversitr  faculty  we  are  more  npt  to  find 
41* 
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men  who  have  been  selected  because  of  the  reputation  they  have 
gained  as  masters  of  some  one  subject,  and  there  also  facilities  are 
furnished  to  them  which  not  only  make  original  research  possible 
but  inviting  and  almost  imperative.  This  fact  may  constitute  a 
reason  why  the  State,  desiring  to  promote  contributions  to  the 
present  stock  of  knowledge,  should  extend  pecuniary  aid  to  such  uni- 
versities and  specialists.  At  the  same  time  if  the  State  considers 
it  desirable  that  the  existing  stock  of  knowledge  should  be  dis- 
seminated as  widely  as  possible,  it  will  not  withhold  assistance  from 
those  institutions  in  which  a  much  more  numerous  body  of  teachers 
are  faithfully  and  efficiently  making  thousands  of  our  youth  ac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  the  higher  forms  of  knowledge. 

Denominational  Colleges  . 

For  half  a  century  the  major  part  of  the  regular  college  work  of 
the  State  has  been  done  in  the  institutions  founded  by  denomina- 
tional zeal  and  liberality.  Without  these  our  State  would  make  a 
jjuor  showing  in  the  realm  of  higher  education.  From  the 
charters  of  most  of  them  it  is  impossible  to  learn  the  name  of  the 
church  or  religious  society  which  fosters  them.  For  instance  the 
the  charter  of  Bucknell  University  at  Lewisburg  which  has  been 
established  and  endowed  by  the  Baptist  denomination,  requires  that 
no  religious  sentiments  are  to  be  accounted  a  disability  to  hinder 
the  election  of  an  individual  to  any  office  among  the  teachers  of  the 
institution  or  to  debar  persons  from  attendance  as  pupils  or  in  any 
manner  to  abridge  their  privileges  or  immunities  as  students  in  any 
department  of  the  university.  In  most  of  the  denominational  col- 
leges the  instruction  seldom,  if  ever,  indicates  the  creed  or  lack  of 
creed  of  either  student  or  teacher.  The  tone  and  general  spirit  is 
quite  as  broad  and  liberal  as  in  the  undenominational  colleges.  On 
the  other  hand  the  careful  visitor  will  find  a  christian  spirit  in  those 
of  our  colleges  which  are  not  under  denominational  control.  The 
act  creating  the  College  and  University  Council  gives  equal  represen- 
tation to  the  two  classes  of  colleges  and  there  should  be  no. room  for 
jealousy  between  them.  In  no  case  is  the  tuition  paid  by  the  student 
equivalent  to  the  outlay  involved  in  his  education.  The  denomina- 
tional college  render  a  gratuitous  service  to  the  Commonwealth. 
The  problem  is  no  longer  how  to  get  students  but  how  to  get  money 
enough  to  educate  those  who  knock  at  the  doors  for  admission. 
Although  at  their  inception  the  charters  of  nearly  every  one  of  them 
contained  nothing  specifically  denominational,  the  people  professing 
a  given  creed  rallied  to  the  support  of  their  chosen  college,  putting 
their  richest  and  most  influential  members  into  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, their  brightest  and  profoundest  intellects  into  the  faculty,  and 
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their  most  promising  and  aspiring  youth  into  the  classes.  From 
this  source  the  Commonwealth  has  received  many  of  its  most  dis- 
tinguished and  most  patriotic  public  servants.  There  should  be  no 
legislation  that  will  hinder  the  denominational  colleges  in  their  work 
or  diminish  their  prosperity.  The  Constitution  of  1874  forbids  appro- 
priations for  charitable,  educational  or  benevolent  purposes  to  any 
denominational  or  sectarian  institution,  corporation  or  association. 
This  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  wise  provision.  For  when  the  State 
begins  to  appropriate  money  for  a  specific  purpose,  it  tends  to  dry 
the  streams  of  private  beneficence  in  that  direction.  In  spite  of  this 
constitutional  provision  the  State  can  enlarge  the  usefulness  of  the 
denominational  colleges  by  helping  to  lift  the  public  school  system 
in  snch  a  way  as  to  make  the  step  from  the  common  school  into  the 
college  as  easy  as  possible. 

Some  think  that  it  would  probably  be  a  gain  if  the  original  or 
post-graduate  work  were  more  sharply  differentiated  from  the  regu- 
lar four  year  courses  in  our  classical  and  technical  schools.  The 
undergraduate,  it  is  claimed,  works  in  the  library  and  the  laboratory 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  scientific  habits  of  mind  and  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  methods  by  which  the  knowledge  of  things  in 
their  causes  and  laws  is  gained;  the  post-graduate,  on  the  other  hand, 
should  never  lose  sight  of  the  possibility  of  contributing  something 
new  to  the  body  of  knowledge  now  in  possession  of  the  human  race. 
While  there  is  a  measure  of  truth  in  this  theory  because  a  person  ab- 
sorbed in  original  research  is  often  a  poor  teacher,  it  loses  sight  of 
the  fact  that  bright  minds  are  wonderfully  stimulated  by  contact 
with  a  leading  investigator  in  any  branch  of  science  and  that  they 
are  sustained  in  laborious  thought  and  patient  effort  by  the  hope  of 
achievement  in  similar  lines  of  investigation.  Who  has  not  observed 
the  inspiring  influence  exerted  upon  his  pupils  by  that  master  of  the 
science  of  comparative  plilology,  Prof.  F.  A.  March  of  Lafayette  Col- 
lege. ' 

During  the  past  year  his  eminent  services  have  been  commem- 
orated throughout  the  learned  w^orld.  His  fruitful  researches  in  the 
domain  of  Anglo-Saxon  and  comparative  philology,  his  labors  in  con- 
nection with  the  Standard  Dictionary,  his  rare  talent  as  a  teacher 
and  an  author,  his  broad,  thorough  scholarship,  his  christian  hu- 
mility and  unostentatious  life,  have  won  for  him  the  admiration  of 
college  men  everywhere,  and  the  recognition  of  the  leading  universi- 
ties of  the  world.  His  career  of  forty  years  as  professor  at  La- 
fayette exemplifies  what  is  grandest  and  best  in  a  life  devoted  to 
higher  education.  Nor  is  he  a  solitary  example.  The  careers  of 
many  others  might  be  justly  cited  as  showing  what  is  possible  in  the 
line  of  original  research  under  the  auspices  of  a  denominational 
college. 
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Literary  Societies  . 

"No  part  of  my  training  at  Yale  College,"  says  F.  A.  P.  Barnard, 
"seems  to  me  as  I  look  back  upon  it,  to  have  been  more  beneficial 
than  that  which  I  derived  from  the  practice  of  writing  and  speaking 
in  the  literary  society  to  which  I  belonged.  *****  n  seems 
to  me  with  the  loss  of  ber  literary  societies  half  the  glory  has  de- 
parted from  Yale."  The  last  statement  is,  of  course,  an  exaggeration. 
Nevertheless  it  contains  a  truth  which  may  well  be  urged  in  favor 
of  the  smaller  colleges  where  the  traditional  literary  societies  have 
not  been  destroyed  by  the  Greek  letter  fraternities,  but  continue  to 
flourish  as  in  days  of  yore.  The  vigorous  life  of  the  literary  societies 
wherever  they  are  well  maintained  constitutes  a  moulding  factor  in 
the  education  of  tTie  students,  making  them  familiar  with  parlia- 
mentary methods  and  developing  in  them  a  feeling  of  ease  before  an 
audience,  the  power  to  think  and  to  express  thought  effectively,  and 
the  ability  to  meet  an  opponent  in  argument  and  debate.  The 
catalogues  show  that  literary  societies  survive  in  at  least  twenty  of 
our  colleges. 

Free  Scholarships  . 

The  University  of  Pennsylvania  has  an  agreement  with  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  by  which  fifty  free  scholarships  are  open  to  the  pupils 
coming  from  the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia.  This  plan  has  saved 
for  the  higher  work  of  the  Commonwealth  some  of  the  brightest  in 
tellects  in  the  graduating  classes  of  the  Central  High  School  and  the 
two  Manual  Training  Schools.  The  State  has,  also  by  agreement,  the 
control  of  two  scholarships  in  the  College  and  twelve  in  the  Veterin- 
ary Department.  The  University  has,  however,  been  granting  vastly 
more  free  tuition  than  these  figures  would  indicate.  During  the 
year  1894-95  the  number  of  full  or  partial  scholarships  in  excess  of 
those  owing  the  city  and  the  State  was  241,  of  a  total  value  of 
128,130;  and  in  1895-9G  the  number  of  such  scholarships  was  244,  of  a 
total  value  of  .|26,37.5.  These  were  granted  in  the  several  faculties 
to  needy  and  promising  students,  a  large  majority  of  whom  came 
from  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  the  State.  As  but  six  en- 
dowed undergraduate  scholarships  exist  in  the  University,  all  this 
was  done  at  the  direct  expense  of  the  institution. 

The  Simon  Muhr  scholarships  will  do  similar  service  by  opening 
to  young  men  and  young  women  the  way  to  Bryn  Mawr  Colleg*^ 
and  other  institutions  of  learning. 

In  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania  there  are  a  number  of 
scholarships  on  the  Avery  Foundation  for  colored  students.  By  the 
;i(tioTi  of  the  tnistccs  of  the  Univei'sit\-  free  tnition  is  iiivcii   in   the 
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classical  depai-Lmeul  tu  Llie  students  completing  tiieir  studies  witii 
iiigiiest  liouois  in  the  liigb  schools  of  rittsburgii  and  Allegheny. 
There  are  also  otlier  scholarships  in  this  institution. 

\\  illiam  liucknell  contributed  to  tlie  university  which  bears  his 
name,  tiie  sum  of  $i:5,0UU  for  scholarships  and  prizes,  and  additional 
ones  have  since  been  created.  The  trustees  of  tbe  State  College 
have  established  lifty  scholarships,  one  for  each  senatorial  district 
in  the  State,  exempting  the  holder  "from  all  college  charges  (except 
for  lights  and  for  material  used  in  the  laboratories)  in  anj  of  the 
regular  four  years'  college  courses."  Lafayette  College  otters  to 
poor  and  worthy  youths  aid  equivalent  to  a  scholarship,  amounting 
to  free  tuition  in  the  classical  and  latin-scientihc  and  to  half  tuiiion 
in  the  professional  technical  courses. 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College  gives  free  scholarships  to  the 
sons  of  ministers,  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  other  worthy 
young  men  needing  the  help,  and  has  seven  scholarships  vvhicii  pay 
to  their  holders  various  sums  of  money  from  sixty  dollars  to  one 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  annually.  At  Muhlenberg  and  Ursinus 
Colleges  a  donation  of  $1,UUU  is  sufficient  to  found  a  scholarship;  the 
former  reports  thirty-one  of  these  scholarships  and  the  latter 
fourteen.  SSwarthmore  College  offers  two  fellowships  worth  $450 
and  $525  per  year,  respectively,  twelve  scholarships  each  entitling  the 
holder  to  board  and  tuition  at  the  college,  ten  freshman  honor 
scholarships  of  the  value  of  $2U0  each  for  resident  and  $100  each  for 
non-resident  students,  and  other  pecuniary  aid  from  invested  funds 
to  help  deserving  and  needy  students.  Haverford  College  has  sev- 
eral under-graduate  scholarships  varying  in  amount  from  $100  to 
$300  and  four  graduate  scholarships  of  sufficient  value  to  cover  the 
whole  charge  for  board  and  room  rent.  Allegheny  College  holds  a 
bequest  of  $10,000,  the  interest  of  which  is  devoted  to  paying  tbe 
term  fees  of  students  dependent  upon  their  own  efforts  to  obtain  an 
education.  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  offers  free  tuition  to  all 
its  students.  But  with  all  this  help  many  a  bright  and  promising  youth 
cannot  hope  to  work  his  way  through  college.  Untold  good  might  be 
accomplished  by  placing  more  liberal  assistance  within  reach  of  the 
huesL  minds  in  the  rural  schools.  "There  are  ten  Lhuusand  chances  to 
one,"  says  the  philosopher,  "that  genius,  talent  and  virtue  shall  issue 
from  a  farm  house  rather  than  from  a  palace."  The  rich  man's  son 
will  go  to  college  if  he  deserves  to  get  there.  Sometimes  the  pro- 
fessors are  cursed  by  students  who  have  no  higher  claim  to  ad- 
vanced instruction  than  the  fact  that  a  wealthy  father  can  pay  the 
bills  or  has  given  liberally  to  the  endowment  fund.  It  is  genius  in 
the  humbler  homes  that  needs  to  be  sought  and  saved  from  oblivion 
for  the  sake  of  the  hmnnn  race  in  general  and  the  State  in  parliculac. 
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High  Schools  in  Rural  Districts. 

At  least  a  million  of  our  people  are  engaged  in  farming.  Not  one 
of  the  arts  surpasses  husbandry  in  importance.  What  we  eat,  comes 
largely  from  the  farm  and  the  garden.  In  the  Hatch  act  the  national 
government  made  liberal  provision  for  carrying  on  an  experiment 
station  in  connection  with  each  of  the  agricultural  colleges  in  the 
different  states  of  the  Union.  The  course  in  agriculture  at  our  State 
College  aims  ''to  teach  how  the  principal  branches  of  physical 
and  natural  science  are  applied  to  the  business  of  farming, 
and  to  afford  a  thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  its 
principles  and  methods;  to  explain  the  nature  of  soils  and 
manures,  the  reason  for  and  the  best  methods  of  tillage, 
the  constituents  and  characteristics  of  plants  and  animals 
and  the  conditions  favorable  to  their  development."  It  is  impossible 
to  overestimate  the  importance  of  this  instruction  to  the  farmer. 
Far  too  few  of  our  people  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
periments made  and  the  instruction  given  at  our  State  College.  Can 
not  the  transition  from  the  public  school  into  the  courses  in  agricul- 
ture be  made  easier  by  fostering  an  efficient  system  of  high  schools 
in  country  districts?  To  ask  the  question  is  to  answer  it.  Wasteful 
methods  of  farming  will  entail  a  heavy  tax  upon  future  generations. ' 
The  nations  are  like  Antaeus  who  lost  his  strength  as  often  as  he  lost 
his  contact  with  mother  earth;  hitherto  every  people  that  failed  to 
keep  pace  with  others  in  skillful  tilling  of  the  soil,  has  lost  its  place 
among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  globe.  When  a  farmer's  son 
from  the  day  he  enters  school  until  he  graduates  from  the  university, 
hears  not  a  word  of  instruction  designed  to  make  him  feel  an  interest 
in  the  farm  or  to  dignify  the  vocation  of  his  father,  when  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  schools  is  away  from  the  country  into  the  city, 
statesmen  may  well  pause  to  inquire  whether  some  changes  may  not 
be  imperatively  needed  in  our  courses  of  instruction.  The  call  for 
better  secondary  schools  is  growing  louder  day  by  day.  The  Council 
recommends  the  creation  of  more  high  schools  and  more  graded 
schools  and  the  gradual  extension  of  the  courses  of  study  until  the 
lad  in  the  country  enjoys  educational  facilities,  if  not  equal  to  those 
of  the  city,  at  least  sufficiently  ample  to  enable  him  to  make  the  most 
of  himself  in  the  vocation  open  to  him  at  or  near  his  home. 

Normal  Schools  and  Colleges 

When  Gen.  Butler,  who  was  noted  ns  the  inveterate  enemy  of  all 
shams,  visited  a  Massachusetts  Normal  school,  he  gave  it  as  his  de- 
liberate opluicn  that  no  other  public  institutions  had  rendered  to  the 
people  so  full  an  e»|n1valent  for  the  monej^s  voted  them  by  the  legis- 
lature.    A  Massachusetts  expert  recently  pronounced  the  Pennsvl- 
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vaiiia  sysU'iii  ol  Normal  .scliouls  superior  to  dial  of  lii.s  own  state. 
Whilst  the  elementary  course  does  not  aim  to  fit  students  for  col- 
lege but  is  designed  to  prepare  teachers  for  the  ordinary  common 
school,  the  Normal  schools  have,  by  instruction  in  addition  to  their 
regular  courses,  fitted  many  of  their  students  for  admission  into  col- 
lege and  given  them  the  desire  for  a  higher  education.  The  charge 
used  to  be  made  that  -by  the  bestowing  of  diplomas  at  the  end  of  an 
elementary  course  the  attention  of  young  people  was  diverted  from 
the  benefits  of  a  college  training  and  that  the  colleges  suffered  from 
this  cause.  But  Normal  school  pupils  are  not  the  only  students  who  get 
stranded  before  they  reach  the  haven  of  a  complete  education;  col- 
lege boys  in  large  numbers  also  fall  by  the  way.  The  fact  that  Nor- 
mal schools  stimulate  and  prepare  their  students  for  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning,  has  not  diminished,  but  rather  enhanced  their  value 
as  professional  schools,  and  the  annexed  statistics  showing  how  many 
of  their  former  pupils  w^ere  last  year  enrolled  at  different  colleges, 
prove  that  no  matter  what  may  have  been  true  in  the  past,  the  reign- 
ing spirit  at  these  schools  now  tends  strongly  in  the  direction  of 
higher  education. 

Table  showing  number  of  students  from  each  State  Normal  school 
in  attendance  last  year  at  colleges  and  universities: 

First  District,  West  Chester 61 

Second  District,  Millersville,  T4 

Third  District,  Kutztown,   60 

Fourth  District,  East  Stroudsburg, 8 

Fifth  District,  Mansfield,   28 

Sixth  District,  Bloomsburg, 45 

Seventh  District,  Shippensburg,  -. 31 

Eighth  District,  Lock  Haven,  33 

Eleventh  District,  Slippery  Rock,   21 

Twelfth  District,  Edinboro,  11 

Thirteenth  District,  Clarion,  58 


It  was  impossible  to  get  reliable  statistics  from  the  Normal  schools 
of  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Districts. 

The  State  Normal  School  at  Indiana,  Pa.,  has  prepared  students  for 
Vassar,  Wellesley,  Cornell,  Princeton,  Lafayette  and  other  colleges. 
The  Wes't  Chester  Normal  School  reports  having  sent  two  hundred 
(200)  of  its  seven  hundred  (700)  graduates  to  higher  institutions  of 
learning. 

So  long  as  first  class  preparatory  schools  charge  from  five  hundred 
to  one  thousand  dollars  per  year,  the  average  country  boy  cannot 
afford  to  attend  them,  and  he  will  conliuDe  to  knock  at  the  doors  nf 
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the  Noi'inaJ  school  for  admission  that  he  may  get  the  needed  help 
in  fitting  himself  for  college. 

The  Standaed  of  Admission  . 

The  requirements  for  admission  into  the  freshman  class  as  printed 
in  the  catalogues  do  not  vary  very  much  in  the  leading  colleges  of  the 
State.  Most  of  the  colleges  along  the  Ohio  line  can  not  altogether 
escape  the  influence  of  the  many  institutions  in  that  State  which  at- 
tempt college  work;  on  the  other  hand  the  institutions  at  or  near 
Philadelphia  feel  the  influence  of  the  colleges  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Hudson  as  well  as  of  those  in  New  York,  Baltimore  and  Washington. 
One  anomaly  deserves  mention:  The  Philadelphia  High  School,  char- 
tered in  1849  with  full  power  to  grant  degrees,  admits  students  into 
the  freshman  year  without  requiring  any  knowledge  of  Algebra, 
Geometry,  Latin,  Greek,  French  or  German.  Its  published  classical 
course  of  four  years,  embracing  Greek  as  far  as  Xenophon  and  Homer 
and  Latin  as  far  as  Vergil  and  Cicero,  leads  to  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
In  the  sciences  and  mathematics  the  course  embraces  the  usual 
studies,  but  is  by  no  means  up  to  a  good,  college  standard.  The 
ground  covered  in  Latin  and  Greek  does  not  appear  to  include  more 
than  the  entrance  requirements  for  the  freshman  class  in  neighboring 
colleges. 

The  standard  of  admission  into  the  freshman  class,  established  by 
the  Council  as  a  minimum  requirement  for  all  institutions  which 
may  hereafter  apply  for  the  right  to  confer  liberal  or  technical  de- 
grees, is  given  in  the  following  report  which  was  received  and 
adopted  at  tlie  session  of  Hhe  Council  held  on  October  6,  189G. 

The  Council  adopts  the  following  entrance  requirements,  of  which  those  re- 
lating to  English,  History  and  Mathematics  are  prescribed,  and  of  the  other 
language  requirements  two  must  be  chosen,  except  that  technical  schools  may 
require  additional  preparation  in  Mathematics  and  Physics  as  a  fair  equivalent 
for  one  language  requirement. 

English  . 

I    The  requirements  in  English  shall  fall  under  two  heads: 

A.  Reading — A  certain  number  of  books  will  be  set  for  reading.  Tlie  candi- 
date will  be  required  to  present  evidence  of  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
subject-matter,  and  to  answer  simple  questions  on  the  lives  of  the  authors. 
The  form  of  examination  will  usually  be  the  writing  of  a  paragraph  or  two 
on  each  of  several  topics,  to  be  chosen  by  the  candidate  from  a  considerable 
number — perhaps  ten  or  fifteen — set  before  him  in  the  examination  paper.  The 
treatment  of  these  topics  is  designed  to  test  the  candidate's  power  of  clear  and 
accurate  expression,  and  will  call  for  only  a  general  knowledge  of  the  substance 
of  the  books.  In  place  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  this  test,  the  candidate  may 
present  an  exercise  book,  properly  certified  by  his  instructor,  containing  com- 
positions or  other  written  work  done  in  connection  with  the  reading  of  the 
books. 
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B.  Study  and  l\acUcc  —  This  part  of  the  examination  presuppo.ses  the  thor- 
ough study  of  the  works  contained  in  the  appended  lists  of  books.  The  ex- 
amination will  be  upon  subject-matter,  form,  and  structure. 

The  lists  of  books  for  the  years  1897-1900  are  as  follows: 

1897:  A,  For  iJend/n*/  — Shakespeare's  As  You  Like  It;  Defoe's  History  of 
Che  Plague  in  London;  Irving's  Tales  of  a  Traveller;  Hawthorne'.s  Twice  Told 
Tales;  Longfellow's  Evangeline;  George  Eliot's  Silas  Marner. 

B.  For  Studi/  and  Pmd/ce  — Shakespeare's  The  Merchant  of  Venice;  Burke's 
Speech  on  Conciliation  with  America;  Scott's  Marmion;  Macaulay's  Life  of 
Samuel  Johnson. 

1898:  A.  For  Beading— '^Ulton's  Paradise  Lost,  Books  I  and  II;  Pope's  Iliad, 
Books  I  and  XXII;  The  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  Papers  in  The  Spectator;  Gold- 
smith's The  Vicar  of  Wakefield;  Coleridge's  Ancient  Mariner;  Southey's  Life 
of  Nelson;  Carlyle's  Essay  on  Burns;  Lowell's  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal;  Haw- 
thorne's The  House  of  the  Seven  Gables. 

B.  For  Studi/  and  Prac</ce— Shakespeare's  Macbeth;  Burke's  Speech  on  Con- 
ciliation with  .America;  De  Quincey's  The  Flight  of  a  Tartar  Tribe;  Tennyson's 
The  Princess. 

1899:  A.  For  Beading  —  Dryden's  Palamon  and  Arcite;  Pope's  Iliad,  books 
1,  G,  22  and  24;  The  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  Papers  in  the  Spectator;  Goldsmith's 
Vicar  of  Wakefield;  Coleridge's  Ancient  Mariner;  De  Quincey's  Flight  of  a 
I'artar  Tribe;  Cooper's  Last  of  the  Mohican's;  Lowell's  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal; 
Hawthorne's  House  of  Seven  Gables. 

B.  For  Study  and  Practice — Macbeth;  Paradise  Lost,  books  1  and  2;  Burke's 
Speech  on  ConciliatiiOn  with  America;  Carlyle's  Essay  on  Burns. 

ISOO:  A,  For  Beading — Dryden's  Palamon  and  Arcite;  Pope's  Iliad,  books 
L,  6,  22  and  24;  The  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  Papers;  Goldsmith's  Vicar  of  Wake- 
lield;  Ivauhoe;  Coleridge's  Ancient  Mariner;  De  Quincey's  Flight  of  a  Tartar 
Tribe;   Last   of   the  Mohican's;   Tennyson's   Princess;   Vision    of   Sir   Launfal. 

B.  For  Study  and  Prad/ce— Macbeth;  Paradise  Lost,  books  1  and  2;  Burke's 
Speech  on  Conciliation  with  America;  Macaulay's  Essays  on  Milton  and 
.Vddison. 

For  succeeding  years  the  lists  of  books  recommended  by  the  Standing 
Committee  of  the  Association  of  Colleges  and  Preparatory  Schools  of  the 
.Middle  States  and  Maryland  will  be  required,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Council. 

No  candidate  will  be  accepted  in  English  whose  work  is  notably  defective  in 
point  of  spelling,  punctuation,  idiom,  or  division  into  paragraphs. 

History. 

The  course  in  History  shall  include  United  States  History,  as  indicated 
below,  and  any  one  of  the  other  courses  in  history  appended. 

K.  History  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  including  the  settlement 
and  development  of  the  original  thirteen  colonies,  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
rhe  formation  and  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  subsequent  history  of  the 
country. 

B.  Greek  History — The  History  of  Greece  to  the  death  of  Alexander  as  con- 
tained in  some  standard  elementary  History  of  Greece. 

C.  Roman  History— History  of  Rome  down  to  the  death  of  .\ugustus  as  con- 
tained in  some  standard  elementary  History  of  Rome. 

D.  General  History — As  contained  in  some  standard  elementary  text  book. 

E.  English  History — As  contained  in  some  standard  elementary  text  book. 

42-6-90 
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Mathematics. 

Arithmetic,  including  the  Metric  System. 

Algebra,  through  Quadratic  Equations — As  in  standard  college  text  bO'Oks. 

The  whole  of  Plane  Geometry — As  in  standard  college  text  books. 

Latin. 

Latin  Grammar. 

Caesar  (first  four  books  of  the  Gallic  War). 
Cicero — Six  orations. 

Vergil — First  four  books  of  the  Aeneid  with  prosody. 

Latin  'Prose  Composition — Not  less  than  20  exercises  in  a  standard  text 
book. 

Greek. 

Greek  Grammar. 

Greek  Prose  Composition — Not  less  than  twenty  exercises  in  a  standard  text 
book. 

Xenophon — First  four  books  of  the  Anabasis. 

Homer — First  three  books  of  the  Iliad  with  prosody  (book  II  not  to  include 
the  catalogues  of  ships)  or  first  three  books  of  the  Odyssey. 

French. 

A    thorough    knowledge    of    elementary   grammar,  including  irregular  verbs 
of  most  frequent  occurrence  and  the  use  of  moods  and  tenses. 
Two  hundred  pages  of  contemporary  prose. 

German. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  elementary  grammar. 
One  hundred  pages  of  German  prose. 

The  Courses  in  Architecture,  Chemistry  and  Evgineerinq. 

The  material  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth  depends  not  merely 
upon  what  comes  from  the  farm,  the  garden  and  the  dairy,  from  the 
field,  the  forest  and  the  orchard,  but  quite  as  much  upon  the  products 
of  the  mines  and  the  mills,  the  furnaces  and  the  factories.  These 
industries  need  the  guidance  of  chemists  and  engineers.  Skilled 
architects  are  needed  to  direct  the  building  of  healthful  and  com- 
fortable homes.  Extended  courses  in  architecture,  in  chemistry  and 
in  all  the  branches  of  engineering  (civil,  electrical,  mechanical  and 
raining)  have  been  established  and  are  well  maintained  in  our  col- 
leges and  universities.  Few  at  first  fully  conceive  the  importance  of 
these  courses.  Very  much  of  the  knowledge  which  the  race  must 
have  and  hand  down  in  order  to  avoid  lapsing  into  barbarism,  can 
not  be  in  the  possession  of  every  individual.  For  guidance  in  health 
and  sickness,  in  vocation  and  avocation  we  all  need  the  services  of 
experts  and  specialists.  According  to  the  statistics  gathered  by  the 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs  there  were  employed  last  year  in 
the  anthracite  and  bituminous  mines  228,509  persons  and  in  the  rail- 
way service  198,101  persons.     Multiply  these  figures  by  five  and  you 
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get  approximately  the  number  of  men,  women  and  children  who  are 
dependent  upon  these  vocations  for  a  livelihood.  Add  to  these  the 
families  of  those  employed  in  furnaces,  factories  and  rolling  mills, 
in  the  erection  of  bridges  and  buildings,  and  in  almost  daily  travel 
for  business  and  pleasure,  and  you  can  see  easily  for  how  many  mil- 
lions of  our  population  dangers  are  lessened  and  comforts  multiplied 
by  skillful  engineering  and  the  scientific  direction  of  our  industries. 
By  maintaining  these  courses  alongside  of  those  designed  mainly 
for  mental  culture  and  discipline  the  colleges  have  enabled  technical 
students  to  save  considerable  time  in  their  education. 

The  Question  of  Time 

is  forcing  itself  more  and  more  upon  the  attention  of  our  college 
faculties.  The  average  of  admission  into  the  freshman  classes  at 
Harvard,  Yale,  Columbia,  Cornell,  Princeton  and  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  is  between  18  and  19  years.  Counting  four  years  for 
the  course  leading  to  A.  B.,  and  three  or  four  years  more  for  pro- 
fessional preparation  in  some  school  of  law,  medicine  or  theology, 
we  can  see  how  the  average  college  graduate  is  kept  from  entering 
his  profession  until  he  reaches  the  age  of  twenty-five  or  twenty-six. 
The  inevitable  tendency  is  for  young  men  of  limited  means  to  omit  the 
college  course  and  to  begin  specializing  at  an  earlier  age.  In  Eng- 
land and  Germany  they  begin  to  specialize  at  19  or  20;  and  if  their 
methods  of  training  show  results  equal  to  ours,  there  must  be  a  loss 
of  time  somewhere  in  the  educational  systems  of  America.  Dickin- 
son and  Columbia  allow  the  senior  to  elect  certain  studies  in  the  law 
department,  thereby  saving  him  a  year  of  time  and  expense.  The 
University  of  Pennsylvania  has  made  arrangements  with  the  leading 
colleges  by  which  their  students  can  do  the  equivalent  of  the  first  year's 
work  in  medicine  covering  chemistry,  anatomy,  etc.,  in  connection 
with  the  under-graduate  courses.  Many  of  the  colleges  under  de- 
nominational control  have  theological  departments  in  close  aflQliation 
if  not  in  organic  connection  with  them;  and  this  may  have  led  to  the 
offering  of  Hebrew  as  an  elective  in  the  senior  year.  The  elective 
principle  seems  to  have  won  the  day  everywhere.  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  which  still  adheres  very  strictly  to  the  classical 
course  and  has  more  students  pursuing  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek 
'than  any  other  institution  in  the  State,  has  at  last  yielded  to  the  in- 
evitable and  now  offers  electives  in  the  senior  year.  But  electives 
alone  will  not  solve  the  problem  of  time.  A  meeting  of  educators  is 
imperatively  needed  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  in  what  way  time 
Imay  be  saved  for  a  bright  boy  going  through  the  elementary  and  the 
secondary  school  to  the  college  and  the  university.  If  his  time  is 
wasted  by  faulty  methods,  or  by  inefficient  teachers  or  through  lack 
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of  proper  adjustmeut  and  useless  overlapping  in  the  courses  of  studj^, 
the  fact  should  be  brought  to  the  light  of  day  and  the  remedy  should 
be  applied  without  delay. 

Penalty  fob  Fkauddlent  Degrees  . 

Rumors  have  reached  the  Council  that  letters  from  an  institution 
duly  chartered  have  been  sent  to  persons  in  different  parts  of  the 
State  saying  that  the  person  addressed  had  been  found  worthy  of  a 
specified  literary  degree  and  that  said  degree  would  be  conferred 
upon  receipt  of  the  required  fee,  which  was  ten  dollars  for  A.  M., 
fifty  dollars  for  Ph.  D.  and  higher  amounts  for  D.  D.  and  LL.  D.  If 
these  rumors  have  a  basis  in  fact,  they  show  a  clear  violation  of  fol- 
lowing act  of  Assembly: 

"It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  university,  college  or  other  institu- 
tion incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this  State  with  power  to  grant 
academic  degrees,  honorary  or  otherwise,  to  confer  the  same  upon 
any  person  or  persons  upon  the  payment  or  promise  of  payment  by 
any  person,  in  consideration  thereof;  and  any  person  knowingly 
signing  a  diploma  or  other  instrument  of  writing  purporting  to  con- 
fer an  academic  degree,  when  such  consideration  has  been  paid  or 
promised  to  be  paid,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  con- 
viction thereof  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars  and  to  undergo  an  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  or 
both  or  either  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.     May  19,  1871,  P.  L.  271. 

The  Encouhaging  Growth  of  Ode  Colleges  . 

The  history  of  our  colleges  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  shows 
a  very  encouraging  growth.  In  buildings,  libraries  and  apparatus 
most  of  them  have  doubled  if  not  quadrupled  their  equipment.  In 
1870  the  number  of  students  enrolled  was  1,266,  the  number  of 
professors- and  instructors  was  147;  in  the  years  1895-6  the  enroll- 
ment of  students  was  5,720  and  the  number  of  instructors  had 
reached  615.  The  courses  of  study  offer  a  much  wider  range  of  in- 
struction than  formerly.  The  laboratories  for  the  study  of  science 
enable  the  students  to  acquire  knowledge  by  the  most  approved 
methods.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  a  professor  lamented  that 
the  age  of  discovei'ies  was  in  the  past;  now  at  its  close  every  student 
feels  as  if  in  every  department  the  human  mind  were  on  the  border- 
land of  discovery.  Among  the  industrial  classes  there  is  a  hunger 
for  culture  and  knowledge  that  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  in- 
stitutions where  young  men  and  women  who  work  during  the  day, 
spend  their  evenings  in  study.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania  has 
opened  its  doors  to  classes  on  Saturday  where  teachers  having  them- 
selves charge  of  thousands  of  pupils  soek  knowledge  at  its  fountain 
bead,     rniversitv  cxtcTisioii  lectures  and  summer  schools  show  the 
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eagerness  of  the  public  to  partake  of  intellectual  feasts,  and  as  a 
noted  divine  recently  said,  "It  is  a  passion  for  education,  a  noble 
eagerness  for  knowledge  and  culture  (liat  has  become  a  perfect 
craze  and  that  has  seized  the  whole  American  people  at  present." 
But  our  State  pride  falls  when  we  institute  a  comparison  with  other 
states  and  countries. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  for  1893-4  gives  a 
statistical  review  of  higher  education  in  the  United  States.  One  of 
the  tables  (on  page  109)  gives  the  number  of  college  students  to  each 
hundred  thousand  of  the  population.  Among  the  states,  Massachu- 
setts heads  the  list  with  210.  Pennsylvania  occupies  the  lowest 
place  among  the  North  Atlantic  States,  ranks  twenty-seventh  in  the 
list  of  all  the  states,  her  credit  being  94  college  students  in  every 
ImiKlred  thousand  of  her  population,  even  South  Carolina  be- 
ing above  her  in  this  respect.  Of  those  who  attend  college  about  30 
per  cent,  go  to  institutions  outside  of  the  State.  It  may  "be  a  source 
of  some  gratification  that  our  private  secondary  schools  have  a  larger 
annual  income  ($1,668,839  in  1893-4)  than  those  of  any  other  state  of 
the  Union  and  that  next  to  New  York  we  have  the  largest  amount  of 
property  (New  York,  |7,994,309;  Pennsylvania,  |7,076,699),  invested 
in  schools  of  that  class.  But  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  receive 
instruction  beyond  the  common  branches  in  these  private  schools  and 
In  the  public  high  schools,  Massachusetts  and  New  York  outrank  us. 
Not  long  ago  an  educa'tor  said  of  Ohio  that  the  State  needs  "less  col- 
lege and  more  academy."  But  under  the  Boxwell  law  she  has  shown 
what  can  be  done  for  pupils  in  rural  districts  by  opening  to  them  the 
high  schools  in  neighboring  cities  and  boroughs.  In  the  percentage 
of  those  who  receive  secondary  instruction  the  figures  are  against 
Pennsylvania.  Comparison  with  foreign  countries  emphasizes  the 
need  of  further  awakening  among  us.  In  Germany  about  one  in  a 
thousand  of  the  entire  population  or  one  in  two  hundred  of  the 
school  population  is  enrolled  in  a  higher  institution.  Although  this 
percentage  is  almost  the  same  as  that  of  the  college  students  in  our 
State  when  compared  with  the  whole  population,  it  is  really  in  favor 
of  Germany  because  the  completion  of  a  course  in  the  Gymnasium  or 
Realschule,  which  is  the  condition  of  admission  into  the  university, 
is  equivalent  to  the  completion  of  the  freshman  and  sophomore  years 
in  our  best  colleges.  In  Scotland  .15  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion are  enrolled  in  the  universities  over  against  .094  of  one  per  cent, 
in  Pennsylvania.  If  our  youth  are  to  hold  their  own  in  competition 
with  the  trained  intellects  of  the  most  advanced  nations,  if  the 
most  lucrative  positions  among  us  are  not  to  be  filled  by  the  youth 
of  other  stntes  nnd  other  lands  who  will  some  day  crowd  out  the 
bovs  and  girls  that  now  are  not  but  ought  to  be  in  our  own  schools. 
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then  certainly  it  is  high,  time  that  we  impress  upon  our  people  the 
superior  advantage  and  practical  economy  of  higher  education  even 
from  an  industrial  point  of  view.  Who  can  doubt  that  in  this  direc- 
tion the  College  and  University  Council  has  a  great  mission  to  fulfil 
and  that  if  the  legislature  fails  to  stimulate  secondary  and  higher 
education,  it  will  be  derelict  in  one  of  the  highest  duties  which  it 
owes  to  the  people? 
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APPENDIX  A. 


AN  OPINION 

of  Hon.  H.  C.  McCormick,  Attorney  General,  relative  to  the  rightlto  confer  de- 
grees possessed  by  colleges  which  have  charters  from  the  courts  of  their  respective 
counties  and  have  filed  with  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  a  sworn  state- 
ment of  assets  of  .f  100,000,  and  over. 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
Attorney  General's  Office, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  March  30,  1896. 
The  Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  College  and  University  Council: 

Sir:  I  acknowledge  your  letter  of  February  10,  1896,  asking  the  opinion  of 
this  Department  as  to  "The  right  of  the  following  institutions  to  confer  literary 
degrees  under  Section  12  of  the  act  of  June  26,  1895,  viz.,  Juniata  College,  Geneva 
College,  Bryn  Mawr  College,  Temple  College,  Grove  City  College,  Pennsylvania 
College  for  Women  and  Susquehanna  University.'' 

In  answer,  I  beg  leave  to  say:  Juniata  College,  located  at  Huntingdon,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  originally  chartered  as  "The  Brethren's  Normal  College;"  but  of 
the  date  of  its  incorporation  I  am  not  advised.  By  the  annual  catalogue  of  the 
college  for  189^-95,  it  is  stated  that  "The  trustees  recently  resolved  to  re-charter 
the  school  under  the  name  of  'Juniata  College.'  The  legal  steps  necessary  to 
the  change  are  now  in  progress."  Whether  or  not  it  has  been  so  re-chartered 
I  am  unable  to  determine  from  any  information  in  my  possession. 

Geneva  College  was  incorporated  June  18,  1883,  by  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Beaver  county,  and  by  the  decree  of  that  court  was  granted  power  to 
confer  degrees  as  provided  by  its  articles  of  association. 

Bryn  Mawr  College,  situate  at  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania,  was  incorporated  in 
1880,  presumably  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  it  is 
located,  under  the  corporation  act  of  1874. 

Temple  College,  of  Philadelphia,  was  incorporated  May  12,  1888,  and  by  its 
original  charter  was  given  no  power  to  confer  degrees,  but  on  April  8,  1891, 
an  amendment  was  allowed  by  the  late  Judge  Allison,  in  the  following  language: 
"That  the  said  corporation  shall  have  the  right,  power  and  authority  to  confer 
all  the  usual  college  titles  and  degrees." 

Grove  City  College,  by  an  amendment  to  its  charter,  dated  December  10, 
1594,  was  authorized  by  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Mercer 
county  to  confer  degrees,  etc. 

Pennsylvania  College  for  Women  was  incorporated  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Allegheny  couny  in  1869,  and  was  empowered  "By  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Trustees,  to  confer  such  degrees  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  upon  such  students  as  may  appear  worthy  to  receive 
such  degrees,  etc." 
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Susquehanna  University  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  located  at 
Selinsgrove,  Pennsylvania,  was  originally  incorporated  by  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Snyder  county  in  1858,  and  at  that  time  its  corporate  title  was 
"The  Missionary  Institute  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church."  By  the 
terms  of  its  charter  it  was  to  have  power  "To  grant  diplomas  to  its  graduates, 
together  with  all  the  other  powers,  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  usually 
appertaining  to,  or  belonging  to  classical  and  theological  institutions  or  col- 
leges." Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1874,  the  name  of  the 
said  corporation  was  changed  by  order  of  the  court,  made  at  February  term. 
1895,  to  the  "Susquehanna  University  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church." 
It  also  appears  by  the  affidavit  of  the  president  of  the  institution  on  file  in 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  that,  although  the  name  of  the  cor- 
poration includes  the  word  "university,"  the  institution  is  not  a  university  in 
fact,  it  not  having  the  necessary  departments,  or  the  means  for  carrying 
on  all  the  departments  of  a  university. 

As  ail  the  foregoing  institutions  of  learning  have  filed  affidavits  setting  forth 
that  the  value  of  their  properties,  respectively,  is  $100,000,  or  more,  as  required 
by  the  act  of  26th  June,  1895,  I  assume  that  all  were  incorporated  by  the  courts 
of  common  pleas. 

That  part  of  section  12  of  the  act  of  26th  of  June,  1895,  bearing  upon  the 
question  raised  in  your  letter  is,  in  words,  as  follows: 

"This  act,  furthermore,  shall  not  impair  the  authority  of  colleges  heretofore 
incorporated  by  such  courts  of  common  pleas  with  power  to  confer  degrees  in 
cases  where  such  institutions  have  property  or  capital,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  act,  of  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  which  shall, 
within  three  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  file  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  of  this  Commonwealth  a  sworn  statement  that  the  assets 
held  by  them  individually  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  education  in  the 
higher  branches  of  human  learning,  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  nor  shall  this  act  impair  the  authority  of  universities  similarly  incor- 
porated by  the  courts  with  the  power  to  confer  degrees  in  cases  where  such 
institutions  possess  property  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  which  shall,  within  three 
months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  file  with  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction of  this  Commonwealth  a  sworn  statement  that  the  assets  held  by 
them  individually  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  instruction  in  the  higher 
branches  of  human  learning  amount  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars." 

It  is  contended  that  the  corporation  act  of  1874  did  not  empower  the  courts 
to  grant  charters,  giving  to  institutions  of  learning  the  power  to  confer  degrees, 
and  that,  although  the  courts  have  granted  such  charters  to  all  the  corpora- 
tions above  mentioned,  such  charters,  in  so  far  as  they  undertake  to  give  the 
right  to  confer  degrees,  are  of  no  effect,  because  the  Legislature  has  not 
vested  such  power  in  the  courts.  The  corporation  act  of  1874  gives  power  to 
the  courts  to  create  corporations  for  (a)  the  support  of  any  literary,  medical  or 
scientific  undertaking,  library  association,  or  the  promotion  of  music,  painting 
or  other  fine  arts,  and  (b)  the  support  of  any  benevolent,  charitable,  educational 
or  missionary  undertaking.  By  section  29  of  the  corporation  act  of  1874,  it  is 
provided  that: 

"The  incorporation  of  any  association  of  persons  for  the  purposes  named  in 
this  act,  or  accepting  the  same,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  of  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  if  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred,  and  the  duties  en- 
joined  liad    been   conferred   and   enjoined   by  special   act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
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the  franchises  granted  shall  be  construed  according  to  the  same  rules  of  law 
and  equity  as  If  it  had  been  created  by  special  charter,  and  no  modification  or 
repeal  of  this  act  shall  affect  any  franchise  obtained  under  the  provisions  of 
the   same." 

By  Section  7  of  Article  III  of  the  Constitution  of  1874,  the  General  Assembly 
is  forbidden  to  pass  any  local  or  special  law  "creating  corporations,  or  amend- 
ing, renewing,  or  extending  the  charters  thereof."  The  corporation  act  of  1874 
was,  therefore,  clearly  intended  as  the  general  law,  to  which  all  corporations 
thereafter  created  should  owe  their  existence.  As  the  granting  of  special  char- 
ters by  the  Legislature  was  forbidden  by  the  Constitution  of  1874,  they  could 
only  come  into  being  by  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  general  law.  Did 
the  Legislature  intend  that  educational  institutions  of  a  literary,  medical  or 
scientific  character  might  be  created  bodies  corporate  under  the  act  of  1874, 
but  be  denied  the  usual  powers  incident  to  incorporated  colleges  and  universi- 
ties? If  so,  then  all  colleges  and  universities  which  have  not  been  given  the 
power  to  confer  degrees,  by  express  enactment  prior  to  1894,  do  not  possess 
such  right.  They  could  not  obtain  the  power  since  1874,  except  by  general  law, 
and  no  general  law  has  been  passed  until  the  act  of  June  26,  1895,  became  a  law. 

The  case  of  the  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1838,  reported  in  3  Wharton,  p.  444,  is  the  only  de- 
liverance of  that  court  upon  this  subject.  The  question  in  that  case  arose  under 
the  act  of  1791,  entitled  "An  act  to  confer  on  certain  associations  of  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth,  the  powers  and  immunities  of  corporations  or  bodies 
politic  in  law."  That  act  provided  for  the  incorporation  of  institutions  "For 
any  literary,  charitable  or  religious  purpose,"  and  set  forth  specifically  the 
powers  that  such  corporations  should  have.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1790  that  forbade  the  Legislature  to  incorporate  institutions  of  learning 
for  any  purpose  and  with  any  powers,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  numerous  col- 
leges and  other  Institutions  of  learning  continued  to  be  incorporated  by  special 
acts  of  Assembly  down  to  the  Constitution  of  1874,  which  forbade  it.  The  de- 
cision of  the  SuprenJe  Court  above  referred  to  was  whether  or  not  the  "Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia"  could  be  incorporated  under  the  act  of  1791.  The  act 
in  its  preamble  expressly  states  that  it  relates  to  private  corporations  '  of  the 
character  mentioned.  In  the  opinion  of  the  court  we  find  the  following  lan- 
guage: "In  the  first  place,  the  court  cannot  certify  except  in  case  of  private  as- 
sociations; and  in  the  next,  it  is  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  making  application 
to  the  Legislature  in  all  cases,"  thus  plainly  indicating  that  the  Legislature 
could  be  applied  to  for  the  grant  of  powers  not  expressly  given  in  the  act  of 
Assembly. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  under  the  act  of  1791  a  medical  college  could 
have  been  incorporated  at  all,  with  or  without  the  power  to  confer  degrees. 
But  assuming,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  above  cited,  did  decide  that  the  Legislature  was  the  source  of  the  power 
to  confer  degrees,  that  decision  must  be  taien  as  of  the  time  it  was  rendered 
and  In  view  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  then  governing  the  court.  The  Legis- 
lature then  had  the  power  to  clothe  any  institution  of  learning,  by  special  act  of 
Assembly,  with  the  power  to  conf«r  degrees,  and  the  act  of  1791  had  to  be  con- 
strued with  reference  to  that  power.  Not  so  with  the  Constitution  of  1873. 
Colleges,  literary,  medical  and  scientific,  could  be  incorporated  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  1874,  but  the  franchises  thus  obtained  are  not  specifically 
set  forth.  We  find,  however,  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1874  that  the 
articles  of  association  shall  be  presented  to  the  law  judge  who  is  "Required  to 
peruse   and    examine    said    instrument,    and    If   the   same    shall    b'=>    found    to    be 
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in  the  proper  form,  and  within  the  purposes  named  in  the  first  class  specified 
in  the  foregoing  section,  and  shall  appear  lawful  and  not  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity, he  shall  indorse  thereon  these  facts,  and  shall  order  and  decree  thereon 
that  the  charter  is  approved,  and  that  upon  the  recording  of  the  said  charter 
and  order,  the  subscribers  thereto  and  their  associates,  shall  be  a  corporation 
for  the  purposes  and  upon  the  terms  therein  stated."  This  language  vests 
in  the  courts  a  broad  discretion  and  would  appear  to  give  them  ample  power  to 
decree  the  incorporation  of  educational  institutions  with  su;h  powers,  privileges 
and  franchises  as  would  not  be  in  conflict  with  the  purpose  of  their  creation, 
and  the  objects  of  their  existence. 

The  conferring  of  a  degree  simply  marks  a  step  in  the  educational  career 
of  the  student.  It  is  the  expressed  judgment  of  the  faculty  that  he  has  at- 
tained a  certain  degree  of  proficiency,  and  a  diploma  is  granted  as  the  evidence 
of  such  degree.  The  value  of  a  degree  depends  entirely  upon  the  character  and 
standards  of  the  institutions  conferring  it.  It  may  mean  much  or  little.  It 
would  seem  unreasonable  to  deny  to  an  institution  of  learning  incorporated 
under  the  act  of  1874  the  right  to  certify  to  the  world  the  pi'oficiency  of  its  stu- 
dents, particularly  in  view  of  the  Constitutional  inhibition  against  asking  for  the 
power  in  any  special  case.  If  the  granting  of  a  degree  has  a  tendency  to  work 
harm  to  the  public,  it  is  the  province  of  the  Legislature  either  to  prevent  it, 
or  to  control  it  under  proper  restrictions.  This  has  been  done,  notably  in  the 
case  of  practitioners  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  for  obvious  reasons. 

Section  12  of  the  act  of  1895,  now  under  consideration,  itself  gives  a  legislative 
construction  as  to  the  powers  of  the  courts  to  confer  degrees  under  the  act  of 
1874.    The  language  is: 

"This  act,  furthermore,  shall  not  impair  the  authority  of  colleges  heretofore 
incorporated  by  such  courts  of  common  pleas  with  power  to  confer  degrees,"  etc. 
How  could  this  act  impair  the  authority  of  colleges  to  confer  degrees,  if  such 
authority  did  not  exist  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1895?  But  my  interpre- 
tation of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act'  of  26th  of  June,  1895,  about  which  you 
inquire,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  any  official  opinion  as  to  the 
right  of  colleges  to  confer  degrees  under  the  act  of  1874,  prior  to  the  time  the 
act  of  1895  became  a  law. 

The  section  under  consideration  was  intended  to  provide  for  the  class  of  col- 
leges incorporated  by  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  exercising  under  their 
charters  the  power  of  conferring  degrees.  The  power  so  being  exercised  was  not 
to  be  impaired  by  any  provisions  of  the  act  of  1895  as  to  colleges  having  "Prop- 
erty or  capital  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  of  at  least  $100,000,  and 
which  shall,  within  three  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  file  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  a  sworn  statement,"  etc.  The  act  should 
not  be  read  "Courts  of  common  pleas  with  power  to  confer  degrees,"  but  should 
be  read  "Colleges  heretofore  incorporated  with  power  to  confer  degrees  by  such 
courts  of  common  pleas."  It  has  reference  to  powers  granted  by  the  courts 
of  common  pleas  and  being  exercised  by  the  corporation.  This  interpretation 
is  greatly  strengthened  by  reference  to  a  subsequent  part  of  the  section  relating 
to  universities,   which  reads  as  follows: 

"Nor  shall  this  act  impair  the  authority  of  universities  similarly  incorporated 
by  the  courts  with  the  power  to  confer  degrees  in  cases  where  such  institutions 
possess  property  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
$500,000." 

The  section  does  not  refer  to  the  power  of  the  courts,  but  to  the  power  of 
the  corporation  under  the  decree  of  the  court.  There  is  no  intention  expressed 
in   the   act   that   the   powers   of  the   courts  of   common   pleas   which  have   been 
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exercised  by  them  in  tlie  granting  ot  these  charters  should  in  anywise  be  ques- 
tioned, much  less  that  the  right  to  exercise  such  powers  as  the  courts  have  in 
fact  exercised,  should  be  determined  by  The  College  and  University  Council,  or 
the  law  officer  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I  may  add  that  the  decrees  of  the  several  courts  creating  these  corporations, 
and  expressly  conferring  upon  them  the  power  to  confer  degrees,  should  be  recog- 
nized and  respected  as  the  decisions  of  courts  of  competent  jurisdiction,  upon  a 
subject  committed  to  them  by  the  Legislature,  until  reversed  by  the  court  of 
last    resort. 

I,  therefore,  advise  The  College  and  University  Council  that  the  institutions 
of  learning  referred  to  in  your  letter,  and  above-mentioned,  have  the  right  under 
existing  law,  to  confer  literary  degrees  if  such  powers  have  been  granted  to 
them  by  the  courts,  and  will  continue  to  have  such  right  if  they  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  of  the  26th  day  of  June,  1895. 

HENRY  c.  Mccormick, 

Attorney  General. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


AN   ACT 


To  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  institutions  of  learning  with  power  to  confer 
degrees  in  art,  pure  and  applied  science,  philosophy,  literature,  medicine,  law 
and  theology,  and  for  the  supervision  and  regulation  of  the  same,  and  pro- 
viding a  method  by  which  institutions  already  incorporated  may  obtain  the 
power  to  confer  degrees,  and  exempting  from  the  provisions  of  this  act  colleges 
heretofore  incorporated  by  the  courts  of  common  pleas  with  power  to  confer 
degrees,  in  cases  where  such  colleges  have,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this 
act,  a  specified  amount  of  capital  or  resources. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  all  institutions  of  learning  hereafter  to  be 
incorporated  as  colleges,  universities  or  theological  seminaries  with  power  to 
confer  degrees  in  art,  pure  and  applied  science,  philosophy,  literature,  law,  medi- 
cine and  theology,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  manner  herein- 
after set  forth,  with  general  pOwer  as  follows: 

First.  To   have   succession   by   their   corporate   names   for   the   period   limited 
by  their  charters,  and  when  no  period  is  limited  thereby,  or  by  this  act,  per- 
petually, subject  to  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  the  Constitution 
of  this  Commonwealth. 
Second.  To    maintain    and   defend   judicial   proceedings. 
Third.  To  make  and  use  a  common  seal  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 
Fourth.  To  hold,   purchase   and   transfer   such   real  and  personal  property   as 
the  purposes  of  the  corporation   require,   not   exceeding  the  amount  limited   by 
its  charter  or  by  law. 

Fifth.  To  appoint  and  remove  such  subordinate  officers  and  agents  as  the 
business  of  the  corporation  requires,  and  to  allow  them  suitable  compensation. 

Sixth.  To  make  by-laws,  not  inconsistent  with  law,  for  the  management  of 
their  property  and  the   regulation  of  its  affairs. 

Seventh.  To  enter  into  any  obligation  necessary  to  the  transaction  of  their 
ordinary  affairs. 

Section  2.  Whenever  five  or  more  persons,  three  of  whom  at  least  are  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  voluntarily  associate  themselves  together  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  charter  of  incorporation  as  a  college,  university  or  theo- 
logical seminary  with  power  to  confer  degrees  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  prepare 
a  certificate  of  such  intended  incorporation,  which  shall  set  forth: 

I.  The  name  of  the  corporation. 

II.  The  purpose  for  which  it  is  formed. 

III.  The  place  or  places  where  its  business  is  to  be  transacted. 

IV.  The  term  for  which  it  is  to  exist. 

V.  The  names  and  residences  of  the  subscribers. 

VI.  The  number  of  its  directors,  trustees  or  managers  and  the  places  of  resi- 
dence of  those  who  are  chosen  as  such  for  the  first  year. 

VIT.  The  amount  of  assets  in  the  possession  of  said  subscribers  which  are  to 
he  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  conducting  said  college  or  uni- 
versity 
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VIII.  The  minimum  number  of  persons  whom  it  is  Intended  to  regularly 
employ  as  members  of  the  faculty  of  said  corporation. 

IX.  A  brief  statement  of  the  requirements  for  admission  and  of  the  course 
of  study  to  be  pursued  in  said  institution. 

Section  3.  Notice  of  the  intention  to  apply  for  any  such  charter  shall  be  in- 
serted in  two  newspapers  of  general  circulation,  printed  in  the  proper  county, 
for  three  weeks,  setting  forth  briefly  the  character  and  object  of  the  cor- 
poration to  be  formed  and  the  intention  to  make  application  therefor. 

Section  4.  The  said  certificate  of  incorporation  shall  be  acknowledged  by  at 
least  three  of  said  subscribers,  and  before  the  recorder  of  deeds,  et  cetera,  of 
the  county  in  which  the  business  of  the  corporation  is  to  be  transacted,  to  be 
their  act  and  deed  and  for  the  purposes  therein  contained,  and  the  same  having 
been  duly  certified  under  the  hand  and  oflacial  seal  of  said  recorder  of  deeds,  et 
cetera,  shall  be  presented  to  any  law  judge  of  a  court  of  common  pleas  of  said 
county,  accompanied  by  the  proof  of  publication  of  the  notice  of  such  applica- 
tion, who  is  hereby  required  to  peruse  and  examine  said  instruments,  and,  if 
the  same  be  found  to  be  in  proper  form  and  within  the  purposes  of  this  act  and 
shall  appear  lawful  and  not  injurious  to  the  community,  he  shall  endorse 
thereon  these  facts  and  shall  thereupon  direct  the  prothonotary  or  clerk  of 
said  court  to  transmit  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  the  Com- 
monwealth a  cei'tified  copy  of  said  certificate  of  incorporation,  together  with  the 
said  endorsements  thereon. 

Section  5.  No  charter  for  such  incorporation,  with  power  to  confer  degrees  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  granted  until  the  merits  of  the  application,  from  an  educa- 
tional standpoint,  shall  be  passed  upon  by  a  board  to  be  styled  the  "College 
and  University  Council,"  which  shall  consist  of  twelve  members,  namely,  the 
Governor,  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
who  shall  be  members  ex-ofiicio,  threee  persons  selected  from  the  presiding 
officers  of  undenominational  colleges  or  universities  of  this  Commonwealth, 
three  persons  selected  from  the  presiding  officers  of  denominational  colleges 
or  universities  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  three  persons  holding  official  relation- 
ship to  common  schools  of  the  State.  Those  who  are  not  ex-officio  members  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  a 
term  of  four  years. 

Section  6.  No  institution  shall  be  chartered  with  the  power  to  confer  degrees, 
unless  it  has  assets  amounting  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  invested  in 
buildings,  apparatus  and  endowments  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  promoting 
instruction.'  and  unless  the  faculty  consists  of  at  least  six  regular  professors 
who  devote  all  their  time  to  the  instruction  of  its  college  or  university  classes, 
nor  shall  any  baccalaureate  degree  in  art,  science,  philosophy  or  literature  be 
conferred  upon  any  student  who  has  not  completed  a  college  or  university  course 
covering  four  years.  The  standard  of  admission  to  these  four  year  courses  or 
to  advanced  classes  in  these  courses  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
said  council. 

Section  7.  Upon  receipt  of  said  certified  copy  of  certificate  of  incorporation  as 
directed  in  section  four  of  this  act,  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
shall,  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  cause  said  "College  and  University  Council" 
to  be  convened  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  may  designate,  and  said  council 
shall  thereupon  hear  and  consider  said  application,  and  if  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion and  standard  of  admission  to  said  institution  and  the  composition  of  the 
faculty  shall  appear  to  said  council  to  be  sufficient,  and  the  educational  needs 
of  the  particular  locality  in  which  the  proposed  institution  is  to  be  situated 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  at  large  are  likely  to  be  met  by  the  granting  of  said 
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application,  the  said  council  shall  thereupon  cause  to  be  endorsed  on  said  ap- 
plication or  certificate  its  findings  and  its  approval  of  the  same,  together  with 
a  recommendation  to  the  law  judge  or  court  before  whom  the  same  was  origin- 
ally presented  that  the  same  be  granted.  If,  in  the  judgment  of  the  council, 
the  said  application  should  not  be  granted,  it  shall  endorse  thereon  its  findings, 
and  its  disapproval  of  the  same  with  a  recommendation  that  said  application  be 
refused.  The  said  certified  copy  of  said  certificate  shall,  with  the  endorsements 
thereon,  thereupon  be  returned  to  the  said  law  judge  or  court,  who,  in  finally 
passing  upon  the  application,  shall  be  guided  in  his  decree  by  the  finding  of 
the  College  and  University  Council.  In  case  the  law  judge,  after  giving  his 
con.sideration  to  the  findings  of  said  council,  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
priety of  the  application  in  view  of  all  the  facts,  he  shall  approve  the  same 
and  order  and  decree  that,  upon  the  recording  of  said  certificate  with  the 
recommendation  of  said  council  and  a  copy  of  said  order  of  court  in  the  re- 
corder's office  aforesaid,  the  subscribers  thereto  and  their  associates  and  suc- 
cessors shall  be  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  and  upon  the  terms  therein 
stated,  and  thenceforth  the  persons  named  therein  and  subscribing  the  same, 
and  their  associates  and  successors  shall  be  a  corporation  by  the  name  therein 
given.  In  case  of  the  disapproval  of  said  application  by  the  council  aforesaid, 
the  proposed  charter  shall  not  be  granted. 

Section  8.  In  the  transaction  of  business  of  said  "College  and  University  Coun- 
cil" the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  thereof  shall  be  required. 

Section  9.  All  institutions  chartei'ed  under  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  visita- 
tion and  inspection  by  representatives  of  the  council,  and  if  any  one  of  them 
shall  fail  to  keep  up  the  required  standard  the  court  shall,  upon  the  recom- 
menda,tion  of  the  council,  revoke  the  power  to  confer  degrees. 

Section  10.  The  council  shall  meet  regularly  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October 
preceding  the  biennial  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  shall  submit  to  that  body 
a  biennial  report  upon  higher  education  in  Pennsylvania;  said  report  to  be 
printed  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction. 

Section  11.  Any  college,  university  or  theological  seminarj-,  heretofore  incor- 
lorated  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  may  apply  to  any  law  judge  of 
any  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the  business  of  such  cor- 
poration is  transacted  for  amendments  to  its  charter,  enabling  it  to  confer  de- 
grees in  like  manner  as  institutions  originally  incorporated  under  this  act, 
and  in  the  application  therefor  it  shall  follow  the  requirements  of  this  act  in 
respect  of  applications  for  original  charters  of  incorporation  and  the  method 
of  procedure  prescribed  therefor.  Such  applications  for  amendments  shall  be 
acted  upon  by  the  same  authorities  and  in  the  same  manner  as  prjvided  in 
this  act  for  the  original  incorporation  of  colleges,  universities  and  theological 
seminaries.  No  such  amendment  shall  be  granted,  however,  unless  the  institu- 
tion applying  therefor  shall  bring  itself  within  the  provisions  of  this  act  as 
fully  as  is  required  in  the  granting  of  original  charters  under  this  act. 

Section  \2.  When  a  college  or  theological  seminary  ha.s  heretofore  been  in- 
corporated by  special  act  of  Assembly,  it  may  obtain  the  power  to  confer  de- 
grees from  the  courts  as  above  set  forth,  provided  it  has  invested  funds  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act. 
This  act  furthermore  shall  not  impair  the  authority  of  colleges  heretofore  in- 
corporated by  such  courts  of  common  pleas  with  power  to  confer  degrees  in 
cases  where  such  institutions  have  property  or  capital,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  act.  of  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  wbijh  shall, 
within  three  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  file  with  tho  SuiuM-intciidcnt 
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of  Public  Instruction  of  this  Commonwealth  a  sworn  statement  that  the  assets 
held  by  them  individually  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  education  in  the  higher 
branches  of  human  learning  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  nor  shall  this  act  impair  the  authority  of  universities  similarly  incor- 
porated by  the  courts  with  the  power  to  confer  degrees  in  cases  where  such  m . 
stitutions  possess  property  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  which  shall,  within  three  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  file  with  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
of  this  Commonwealth  a  sworn  statement  that  the  assets  held  by  them  individu- 
ally for  the  purpose  of  promoting  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  jf  human 
learning  amount  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  none  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  however,  shall  be  construed  as  applying  to  institutions  pos- 
sessing capital  stock  and  established  for  purposes  of  private  profit  or  gain. 

Approved— The  26th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1895. 

DANIEL  H.  HASTINGS. 
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